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Sabbaths and Celebrations 
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Sunday, September 4 
16th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Community Worship at 9:30 am 
 Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
 
Sunday, September 11 
17th Sunday after Pentecost + Rally Sunday 
 Community Worship at 9:30 am with Blessing of the 

Backpacks 
 Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
 Faith Adventures: Introduction and Registration 
 
Sunday, September 18 
18th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Community Worship at 9:30 am 
 Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
 Faith Adventures: Creation 
 Adult Learning: Youth report on CLAY and Confirmation 

Camp 

Sunday, September 25 
19th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Community Worship at 9:30 am, Bob Thaler preaches 
 Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
 Faith Adventures: Creation 
 Youth Learning: Contemporary Christian Music, with 

Roger and Meghan Dale 
 Adult Learning: “What did we learn from the survey?” 

with Task Team on Interim Ministry 
 
Sunday, October 2 
20th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Community Worship at 9:30 am 
 Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
 Faith Adventures: Creation 
 Youth Learning: Contemporary Christian Music, with 

Roger and Meghan Dale 
 Adult Learning: “How do the survey results envision the 

future to which God is calling us?” with Task Team on 
Interim Ministry 

Baptism: On August 14th, 

Nicholas Matthew May, 

child of Matthew and 

Jacqueline May, was 

baptized. On September 

11th, Declan Thrower, child 

of Dugan and Christina 

Thrower, will be baptized. 

Funeral: On August 10th, 

Trinity celebrated the life 

of Ruth Haveling. 

Sacraments and Seasons 

St. George’s  Anglican Church and Trinity are partnering for a 

monthly Anglican/Lutheran worship service at Nithview 

Community. This Holy Communion service is open to 

residents of Nithview and the wider community. 

The first service was held on August 21st. 

Both Pastor Larson and St. George’s priest, Rev. Margaret 

Walker, will lead these services, which will be held on the 3rd 

Sunday of each month at 1:30 pm. 

Please join us on September 18th! 

Nithview Worship 



From the Interim Pastor 

The Rev. Dr. Stephen Larson 

I love it when the lectionary readings – chosen years ago – 

correspond with current events. It happened again on 

Sunday, August 14th when Keith Thompson read that 

startling text from Hebrews. 

After all those grisly details of the martyrs who had been 

beaten, stoned, sawn in two and killed by the sword for their 

faith, Keith read from Hebrews, chapter 12: Therefore, since 

we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us … 

run with perseverance the race that is set before us…. 

That night in Rio, Usain Bolt ran the race and won the 100 

metre sprint for his third consecutive Olympic gold medal.  

Talk about perseverance.  Think of all the 

years of training, conditioning, weight lifting, 

and running alone at dawn along the 

Jamaican coast. 

The writer of Hebrews, of course, is talking 

about faith.  How is it going for your own 

training and conditioning when you think 

about your faith.  Did your parents sing the 

faith to you as a child and help you memorize table and 

bedtime prayers?  Were you nurtured in Sunday School and 

Confirmation?  Were you a part of a youth group?  Did you 

attend a national youth gathering?   Have you taught Sunday 

School or Confirmation?  Have you ever served as a mentor 

for a youth group?  Do you engage in Bible study on your 

own or with others in the community?   

As you think about your own faith formation, what about 

your children or grandchildren, nieces or nephews?  What 

about the 100 million persecuted Christians around the 

world who risk their lives to attend worship, meet for prayer 

or study God’s Word together?  Do we take our religious 

freedom so for granted that we’re bored with worship or 

Christian education? 

Sunday, September 11th is our Rally Day.  At worship we’ll 

bless children’s backpacks so that along with pencils, rulers 

and books, they may pack along their faith when they attend 

school.  We’ll install teachers for Faith Adventures.  Through 

baptism, we’ll welcome Declan Thrower into the body of 

Christ that is the church and along with his parents and 

Godparents, as a congregation we’ll make a promise to 

commit ourselves to pray for and accompany Declan on his 

life-long journey of faith.   A beautifully crafted Faith Chest 

containing a children’s Bible, colorful baptism story books 

and other resources will be given as a gift from Trinity to 

Declan.  

On September 13th the Tuesday morning Bible study will re-

convene after a summer break and explore Scripture texts.  

Sunday, September 18th we’ll hear from our 

youth who will share their experience and 

learning from both the Canadian Anglican 

Lutheran Youth Gathering on Prince Edward 

Island and our Confirmation Camp at 

Edgewood.  Later in September and October, 

Confirmation students will gather for study, 

fellowship, learning and a trip to Stratford to 

see the stage version of C.S. Lewis’ classic, The Lion, Witch 

and Wardrobe and discuss the Christian allegory within that 

drama.  Also, later in the autumn our Faith in Film Series will 

resume. 

Opportunities abound this autumn for us all to exercise our 

faith and as the writer of Hebrews puts it: run with 

perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus 

the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.  

“Opportunities 

abound this autumn 

for us all to exercise 

our faith” 
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From the Council 

Brenda Grebinski, Congregational Vice-President 

[Over the next few months the usual president’s column is 

being prepared by various members of Trinity’s council, 

giving insight into Trinity’s committees and responsibilities of 

council members. First up is Brenda Grebinski, sharing events 

and happenings from this summer’s synod assembly.  

—Lynn Thompson, congregational president] 

Welcome back after a beautiful summer! I hope you had 

some time to get away, kick back and relax with family and 

friends, and now have renewed energy 

for the busy fall ahead. 

I was honoured to be the lay delegate for 

Trinity at the Sixteenth Biennial 

Convention of the Eastern Synod of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada 

from June 23th to 26th in Toronto. I’d like 

to tell you a little bit about it. There was 

a total of 287 attendees, made up of 

rostered, lay and youth delegates, synod 

council, visitors and volunteers. The 

Assembly was called to order by Bishop 

Michael Pryse with greetings from our 

National Bishop, Susan Johnson. Bishop 

Pryse reminded and challenged us of the 

work of God in our midst and 

participation in meeting this call. Many reports were read 

some of which were from: synod council, the archivist, the 

treasurer, and Ministry Area deans. 

The first nominations were for Synod Council. Balloting 

occurred using the screen display and electronic clickers that 

were provided.  These were followed by the first and second 

ballots for the ELCIC National Convention. 

We were delighted to have the Rev. Dr. Munib Younan, 

Bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the 

Holy Land, and President of the Lutheran World Federation, 

as our keynote speaker.  His topic was “Liberated by God’s 

Grace.” Later that day, Bishop Younan must have seen me 

“like” a few of the pictures that Pastor André Lavergne had 

posted on Facebook, and requested I be his “friend.” I was 

surprised and thrilled! 

Early Friday morning at 7:30 am was a breakfast meeting 

with the Evangelical Lutheran Foundation of Eastern Canada 

(ELFEC). Three out of five Synods and twenty-two 

congregations in our Eastern Synod belong. Through a 

selective portfolio, investments target only those that avoid 

wasting and polluting resources, uphold employee rights, 

and avoid antagonizing communities. There is no 

involvement with tobacco, gambling, 

pornography or armaments.  It was 

stressed that “Creation is Not for Sale.”   

The second and third nominations were 

held for the elections of Synod Council.  

The third ballots were issued for the 

election of delegates to the ELCIC National 

Convention.  Finally, the ballots were 

distributed for the fourth time. It was 

decided that this could go on forever and 

that this would be the last say.   

A review questionnaire was distributed for 

us to complete for the Bishop’s ministry.  

This is done annually. Bishop Younan gave 

a second address, followed by Robert 

Granke and Tom Brook’s report from Canadian Lutheran 

World Relief, highlighting CLWR’s work with refugees. 

Many motions were passed. As followers of Christ called to 

care for the creation which the Creator pronounced “good,” 

we as a congregation and ourselves are to acquaint ourselves 

with the ELCIC Resolution on climate justice, including care 

of the earth in worship using hymns, preaching, and prayers.   

Other motions requested that the Bishop communicate to all 

levels of government to advocate a national housing strategy 

to discuss a lack of affordable housing in all communities and 

reduce homelessness. We are to love our neighbours as 

ourselves and to defend the vulnerable in our society, and 

called on the federal government for national action on 
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Bishops Pryse, Younan, and Johnson 

at Eastern Synod Assembly. 

Continued on next page 



violence against women.  

The youth assembly did a wonderful presentation called 

“Wake Up.”  Pastor J.R. Bestvater’s grandson, Ben, was very 

vocal in this group.  Another special guest at the conference 

was the Rev. Dr. Leroy Nicholson, President of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in Guyana. He offered an 

impromptu word and song stating he is a “humble servant of 

God!” 

Friday evening, a biennium reconciliation initiative was held.  

Our guests, Chief Ava Hall of Six Nations of Grand River and 

Rev. Canon Norm Casey of the Anglican Parish of the Six 

Nations, spoke. We learned ways to help equip ourselves and 

our congregations to form a real relationship with our First 

Nations neighbours. 

Saturday’s theme was “Salvation Not for Sale”. The names of 

all the rostered, lay and youth delegates elected to the 2017 

National Conventions were announced. It was so exciting 

that our own Rick Ritz and Meghan Dale will be participating! 

The youth delegates asked that we adopt that all Ministry 

Area Leadership teams implement the “Safe Dates: An 

Adolescent Dating Abuse Prevention Curriculum” utilizing the 

nine certified resource people from the Eastern Synod, of 

which Ben Bestvater is one. 

The report of Waterloo Lutheran Seminary was given by the 

Rev. Dr. Mark Harris, Principal Dean, telling us the mandate 

and witness of the Seminary’s programs. He commented “to 

be a Lutheran today is to be a global citizen.”  We received 

news about their capital redevelopment plan and the 

proposed name change of the institution to Martin Luther 

University College. 

Saturday afternoon’s session started with a great 

presentation by summer camp staff. The synod treasurer, 

Keith Myra, presented the 2017-2018 budget.  Motions were 

put forth that the Synod provide $1 million to Waterloo 

Lutheran Seminary’s capital fundraising project. Also, that 

the 2014 Biennium Reconciliation Initiative be given a two-

year mandate extension so that the important work towards 

right relations with Indigenous People might continue to 

grow. Bishop Younan and Rev. Nicholson were again invited 

to speak and offer their reflections as partners and 

companions of our Eastern Synod. 

At the banquet Saturday night, rostered Ministers were 

honoured for celebrating anniversaries of Ordination.  Some 

names you might know are Rev. J.R. Bestvater, Rev. James 

Brown and Rev. Dale Finch for 25 years and our very own 

Rev. Dr. Stephen Larson for 40 years! There were also 50 

and 60 year presentations. Rev. Dr. Peter Kuhnert received 

an award for exemplary service to the wider community. 

The synod assembly has usually been held every two years, 

but to save costs, soon it will be every three years.  I was 

definitely glad to be a part of this one! 
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From the Council… continued 

New Hamburg Studio Tour 

On Saturday, September 24th, a community Studio Tour will 

highlight eleven New Hamburg and area artists. Trinity will 

be a host site for the studio tour, where we welcome Judy 

Gascho-Jutzi, who creates works from fabric and fibres of 

various kinds. 

Judy will display in the Katie Luther Room from 9:00 am to 

5:00 pm on September 24th.  

Artist Judy Gascho-

Jutzi will display 

fabric and fibre art 

at Trinity. 



Call Committee 

The congregational council, at its August 17th meeting, 

appointed a call committee, which will take us through the 

process of searching for a pastor. The members of the call 

committee are Lynn Thompson (as council president), 

Brenda Grebinski (from council), Judy Geuguen (from mutual 

ministry), Don Jardin, Rick Ritz, Emily Morrison, Rob Murray, 

and Lori Arnott. We are all grateful for this important work 

that you are about to undertake! 

With the transition to a call committee, Pastors Stephen and 

Rebecca Larson are also in transition. The have purchased a 

condo-townhome in Kitchener and will be moving out of the 

Peel Street parsonage in late November. That will give our 

congregation time to prepare the parsonage for our new 

pastor and family, or rent it out if the new pastor already 

owns a home. 
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On That Note 

Jamie Courtney, Minister of Music 

It’s hard to believe that the summer is at a close, and fall 

programming is ramping up at Trinity! 

I’d like to express my thanks to folks who contributed to our 

music leadership this summer—Dean Clarke, Ian 

McCurdy, Allie Courtney, Meghan Dale, Keith 

Thompson, and Therese Lee. When our choir 

and bell group take a much deserved break, it’s 

great that so many are willing to assist with 

music making at Trinity. We also needed to call 

on our Pax Christi funeral choir once this 

summer. For you, we are also grateful. Thanks, 

folks! 

This fall, we’ll welcome a couple of new bell 

ringers. Our handbell ensemble has a lot of fun ringing 

together, and we hope that you’ll enjoy it as much as we do. 

I’ve received word from a couple of folks that they have 

interest in joining the ranks of Trinity Choir. Might you join 

them? We always have room for a couple more—male or 

female. We sing from September through May, appreciating 

that folks have sometimes busy or unpredictable schedules.  

This fall, we’ll look for our choir and bells to 

continue in full force, and hopefully welcome the 

addition of some more youth and young adult led 

music. If you have gifts to share, especially if you 

strum a guitar, play some drums, or would take a 

lead with vocals, please see me. We have a place 

for you! 

My former boss in the bookselling game always 

joked that our store “had something to offend 

everyone”. Quite the flipside at Trinity. It’s 

always my hope at Trinity that our music making has 

something to delight everyone.  Our worshipping the Triune 

God together means that we’ll sing each others’ songs. We’ll 

be diverse…. together.  

Now let us be united, 

and let our song be 

heard. Now let us be a 

vessel for God’s 

redeeming Word. 
We All Are One in Mission, 

ELW #576 

European Reformation Tour 

In 2017 we will mark the 500th Anniversary of the 

Reformation.  Might you like to learn of these events by 

visiting these historically significant locales? 

One of our ELCIC clergy, Pastor Kevin Baglole, will be leading 

a European Reformation Tour next year. For 11 days, you’ll 

follow in the footsteps of Martin Luther and the other 16th 

century reformers across Germany. The tour will be in 

Wittenberg on October 31st, 2017 for the 500th anniversary 

of Luther posting his 95 theses to the door of the castle 

church. 

The trip costs $3,419 based on double occupancy, with a 10% 

discount if booked before October 15th, 2016. For more 

information, please contact Pastor Kevin Baglole at: 

kjbaglole65@cogeco.ca. 



Faith Adventures News 

Matt Ramer, Congregational Council 

It’s that time of year to start thinking about Sunday School – 

what we call: Faith Adventures! It is part of our tradition to 

have our children participate in weekly Faith Adventure 

gatherings as we seek to fulfill the baptismal promises that 

we made to each other to teach and share our faith; we 

hope to continue in this covenant with you over the coming 

year. 

On Rally Sunday, September 11th, children are invited to 

bring their backpacks for a Blessing 

of the Backpacks during worship at 

9:30 am. Registration for Faith 

Adventures will follow worship in 

the Martin Luther room. Please be 

sure to bring your completed 

registration form (these forms will 

also be available at the registration 

table). While you are meeting the 

coordinating team and completing 

the registration process, your 

children will have the opportunity 

to make a name tag and have an 

introduction to the year. At that 

time, you will also be provided with 

a Faith Adventures schedule as well 

as contact information for the 

coordinating team should you have any questions.    

There are a few exciting things to note this year: 

 Children will gather in the Katharina Luther room 

following worship each Sunday and be met by a Faith 

Adventures teacher. Please ensure that your child gets 

safely to the Katharina Luther room. 

 Children may be collected from Trinity Hall following 

Faith Adventures at 11:30 am. 

 Hands-on lessons will take place periodically in the 

worship space! 

 The Bible-based Spark curriculum will focus on two 

themes – stories of water, culminating in Baptism and 

stories of meals, culminating in Holy 

Communion! 

Of equal importance as the classroom 

lessons is participation in worship. It is 

in worship that we gather as a 

community to worship God, 

experience God’s presence through 

the sacraments, and put into practice 

what we learn in class. This is also an 

opportunity for our children to 

develop an interest in worship and for 

it to become a meaningful and integral 

part of their lives. 

Being part of Faith Adventures gives 

parents, children, pastors, and 

volunteers an active role in the 

program we provide to our children. This is our chance to 

share our faith with Trinity’s children.  If you are interested 

in getting involved in the Faith Adventures program, please 

speak with Matt Ramer or Pastor Stephen. 
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Trinity offers an informal weekly Bible study during the fall, 

winter, and spring. Meeting Tuesday mornings at 10:30 am, 

the group meets to discuss the upcoming texts for Sunday 

worship, and a variety of other topics. Join us as you are able 

starting on September 13th. 

Tuesday Bible Study 

Blessing of the Backpacks 

Our fall music-making will soon be underway! Trinity Choir 

meets again starting Thursday, September 8th. Choir meets 

weekly at 7:00 pm. We have a spot for you! 

Our handbell ensemble meets again starting Tuesday, 

September 20th. We meet weekly at 6:30 pm. This group has 

one vacancy at present. Speak to Jamie if you are interested. 

Fall Music Programming 



Youth News 

Nathan Mantey, Youth Ministry Coordinator 

Trinity youth kept busy this summer with a bus trip to PEI as 

well as confirmation camp.  To hear details of these 

adventures and first-hand accounts of youth exploits please 

join us for worship on Sunday, September 18th.    

CLAY, the Canadian Lutheran Anglican Youth gathering 

occurs every two years and draws almost 1,000 teens from 

across the country.  This gathering is the largest recurring 

event facilitated by the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in Canada.  Trinity youth 

joined with seven other churches to travel 

by bus to Charlottetown for CLAY 2016.  

The theme this year matched the Lutheran 

World Federation’s 500th anniversary 

theme of “Not For Sale”.  Youth learned 

about how, as Lutherans we believe that 

creation is not for sale, human beings are 

not for sale and salvation is not for sale.  

As part of making our learning concrete, 

youth participated in servant projects and 

ministry projects.  These themed ministry 

projects covered such topics as Reconciling 

with Indigenous Neighbors, Ecological 

Justice, Radical Hospitality, ‘Hunger is not 

a Game’, Yoga for Fitness and Spiritual 

Growth, Human Trafficking, and Gift Giving.  The keynote 

speaker was Kitchener’s own Pastor Mark Ehlebracht of St. 

Peter’s Lutheran Church.  After the gathering events 

concluded, youth loaded back onto the bus for the journey 

homeward.  The first night we were hosted by a Lutheran 

Church in New Denmark, New Brunswick and were served 

some delicious home-cooked food, while the second and 

final night of our trip home we crashed at a hotel in 

Cornwall, Ontario.  Teens will be telling stories of their 

experiences at CLAY on September 18th.  We hope you can 

join us in worship and adult learning to hear this testimony. 

The theme of Confirmation Camp this summer was 

Refriending and Reconciliation.  Nith Valley, Toronto, Guelph, 

and Kitchener-Waterloo churches facilitate this beloved 

confirmation camp week at Camp Edgewood. Youth will 

learn about what it means to reconcile with a neighbour or 

an enemy.  As the school year resumes following this epic 

summer, youth will be mindful of reconciliation and its role 

in their day to day lives.  To keep up to date with Camp 

Edgewood through the year, follow their blog at 

edgewoodcamp.wordpress.com, on facebook at 

facebook.com/pages/Camp-Edgewood, or on Twitter at 

twitter.com/edgewoodccc. 

Finally, many will now be aware that I 

will resign as youth ministry coordinator 

this month after nearly two years with 

Trinity Church.  Here is an excerpt from 

a letter to the congregation from July of 

this year: 

It has been almost two years since I 

joined the Trinity New Hamburg team as 

Youth Ministry Coordinator.  In this time 

I have felt supported and encouraged in 

my ministry by parents, staff, the 

congregation and the youth.  I have 

developed relationships which I value 

very dearly. 

Unfortunately, the time has come for me 

to say goodbye.  I recently received news 

that I was successful in an interview process for a full-time 

outdoor education position.  I will be teaching at the Blair 

Outdoor Education Centre in Cambridge as employee of 

Waterloo Region District School Board.  These positions are 

rather desirable and hard to come by, so I feel a bit like I have 

won the lottery.  The downside is that my increased workload 

will not allow time for me to carry on in my position at 

Trinity. 

Thank you again for being a congregation that stands behind 

youth and youth ministry.  Too few Lutheran congregations 

understand the importance and the value of fostering faithful 

youth through investment in youth ministry.  Just as I have 

felt supported, I know you will continue to support the teens 

of Trinity Lutheran Church, New Hamburg. 
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Parents bid youth adieu as youth 

head for CLAY on August 15th 



Church Council News 

Nancy Brodrecht, Council Secretary 

Property committee update: new roof on the Wilmot Street 

house; fridge being repaired at the Wilmot Street house; 

boiler repair still on hold, with Bob to contact our contractor; 

Tu Reh doing a great job cutting and trimming lawns on all 

properties, a good learning experience for him, with a 

fantastic coach, Don Jardin; Tu Reh will need some extra help 

with the fall clean up of leaves; we have two pews from the 

balcony were needing a home after last year’s organ project, 

and were offered to the congregation. 

Mutual Ministry is in the process of updating the Policy and 

Procedures Manual, including the updating of staff job 

descriptions. 

Youth update: Nathan will be finished September 2nd, 2016.  

Pastor Stephen has met with some of the parents of youth to 

get ideas for youth help.  We would like to continue as much 

as possible with the work that Nathan has done with our 

youth.  Anyone interested can please speak to Pastor Larson 

or any council member; our youth arrived safely in PEI and 

Nathan has sent several links to keep us up to date on their 

activities at the CLAY gathering.  

User Groups: Day Care is gradually moving their things from 

the various rooms they are using; Interfaith will take two of 

the rooms Day Care is currently using, with their rent to be 

revised accordingly. 

Finance: we are fairly close to what we expected in the 

general fund; capital expenses are up, with a new roof to be 

paid for and boiler repairs in the near future; for our 

insurance review, a bit more information is required before 

we get an update; Jackie is working on getting two members 

to do the 2015 audit. 

Faith Adventures: curriculum and teaching schedule is ready 

for start up September 11th; we are still in need of teachers, 

please consider offering your gift of time, teaching and 

learning with our younger children, one three-week session 

is all that is required for teachers; for Rally Sunday we will 

have cake for everyone. 

Council passed a motion to accept the Congregational 

Mission Profile as prepared by Lynn Thompson, Laurie 

Clarke, Nancy Brodrecht, Jamie Courtney, and Pastor 
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After a summer break, Sunday morning Adult Education 

returns in September!  

 

In the first couple of weeks that Adult Education returns, our 

Task Team on Interim Ministry (TTIM) reports on the survey 

and interim ministry process. Please be sure to join us for 

insights and discussion. 

 

 September 11th  – Rally Day with cake and conversation 

 September 18th – Youth report on CLAY and Confirmation 

Camp 

 September 25th – TTIM: What did we learn from the 

survey? 

 October 2nd – TTIM: How does the survey envision the 

future to which God is calling us? 

Financial Update 

Jackie Currah, Finance Chairperson 

Adult Education 

 General Fund Capital Fund Transfers 

Income $147,975 $7,403 $21,538 

Outgo ($149,651) ($6,292) ($30,794) 

Balance ($1,677) $1,111 ($9,256) 

Year-to-date figures updated through July 31st, 2016 

Stephen.  Thanks to everyone for their input; this document 

will be given to Synod and the call committee so the call 

process can begin. 

After some discussion, council passed a motion to accept the 

proposed list of names for the call committee.  Persons have 

been called and the resulting committee will begin their 

work on the call process as soon as possible. A motion was 

passed to have synod office list Trinity as moving into call 

process so as to start soliciting applications. 



Gentle Readers 

Trinity’s Gentle Readers 

book club resumes meeting 

after a summer break. They 

meet again September 20th 

at 7:00 pm in Trinity Hall. 

The book for the September 

meeting is A House in the 

Sky by Amanda Lindhout.  

This Canadian bestseller is 

also the 2016 One Book, 

One Community selection 

for Waterloo Region. 

A little later in September, 

the author will be making several local appearances. The 

closest are September 26th at 7:00 pm at Knox Presbyterian, 

Waterloo; September 27th at 7:00 pm at the Kitchener 

Library (Central Branch). 

If you have never been to a gathering of the Gentle Readers, 

you would be most welcome to attend! Simply come to the 

meeting having read the selection for that month. It’s as easy 

as that! 
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500th Anniversary 

It was October 31st, 499 years 

ago that Martin Luther posted 

the 95 Theses and set off a 

reform movement centered on 

God's grace that continues to 

this day. 

To mark the beginning of the 

500th anniversary of the 

Reformation, Pope Francis will travel to Lund, Sweden for a 

joint Roman Catholic - Lutheran World Federation 

commemoration to be held October 31st.  Pastor Larson has 

also been invited to attend! 

Here in New Hamburg, a small group from Trinity and Holy 

Family Roman Catholic Church are meeting to organize a 

discussion group to explore the LWF - Vatican produced 

document, From Conflict to Communion, and share 

perspectives on the historic and contemporary meaning of 

the Reformation.  

Watch the weekly emailer and worship guide for 

forthcoming dates. 

Assisting Minister Training 

With the current edition 

of the worship rota, we 

were glad to welcome 

aboard three new 

assisting ministers. 

Wonderful! 

Pastor Larson will offer 

an orientation for new 

assisting ministers on 

Sunday, September 11th 

right after worship. Where do I stand? What do I do with my 

hands? What do I do at communion? We’ll cover it all! 

Perhaps you’ve been an assisting minister for awhile and 

would like to hone your skills? Please join us! 

Nith Valley Round Up 3.0 

The next installment of the Nith Valley Round Up will be 

September 29th at St. James Church, Baden. These have been 

a series of events wherein congregational leaders, both lay 

and clergy, meet to brainstorm witness and ministry ideas, 

especially those that can energize struggling congregations. 

Some of the ideas already bearing fruit around topics like 

vacation Bible school and shared youth ministry. 

We are grateful to Pastor Larson, Rick Ritz, and Christine 

Normandeau who have represented Trinity at these 

collaborative events. Our own Sister Anne Keffer serves on 

the Nith Valley Ministry Area Leadership Team, the group 

responsible  for hosting the Round Up events. 



Throughout the spring, Trinity had been accepting donations 

to cover the costs of $25 grocery cards to present to the 

guest workers who work at Pfenning’s farm. This small token 

is a tangible way to show our support for these special folks 

who sacrifice time away from their own families, friends, and 

communities, to work here in our community. Some of these 

folks have been coming to work in the New Hamburg area 

for 25 years.  

On Sunday, July 24th, Claire and Brad Otterbein and Dee and 

Kitch Radke represented Trinity in making a presentation to 

the seasonal guest workers at Pfenning’s farm. The guest 

workers were extremely grateful for this outreach from 

Trinity. 
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Guest Worker Presentation 

Confirmation Camp is underway at Camp Edgewood.  More 

of our youth (9) chose to attend the CLAY 2016 National 

Youth Gathering on Prince Edward Island, so six of our 

youth will attend the Confirmation Camp.  (Meghan Dale, 

Allie Courtney and Nathan Mantey are doing the "double 

double" and attending both!)    

Trinity's confirmation class will meet on Saturday, September 

17th from 10:00 am to noon to explore plans for the 

autumn.  The class will also meet Saturdays October 1st and 

15th, from 10:00 am to noon. 

We're organizing a Nith Valley Ministry Area Confirmation 

excursion to Stratford to attend "The Lion, Witch and 

Wardrobe" on Saturday, October 22nd, at 2:00 pm with a 

discussion afterward about C.S. Lewis and the Christian 

allegorical background of that story. 

 

Confirmation Sunday will be All Saints' Sunday, November 

6th.  The traditional "Witness Sunday" when Confirmands 

share stories of their faith journey will likely be on Sunday, 

October 23rd. 

Confirmation Classes 

Trinity has a long history of 

supporting the folks at oneROOF 

in Kitchener. They are an 

organization which provides 

safety and support to youth ages 

12 to 25, who are experiencing or 

at-risk of homelessness in 

Waterloo Region. 

September 11th, Rally Day, is our 

annual blessing of the backpacks. 

In the weeks leading to Rally Day, 

we’ll  collect backpacks for 

donation to oneROOF. Might you 

be able to assist ? Any donations for oneROOF can be left by 

the collection basket in the Katie Luther Room. 

Backpacks for oneROOF 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
 

2 
11:00 am 
Confirmation 
Camp Ends 

3 
7:30 pm 
AA 

 
 

4 
16th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
 

5 
Labour Day 
Church Office 
Closed 
 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 

6 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
9:00 am 
Prayer Circle 

7 
7:30 pm 
AA 
9:30 am 
Nith Valley 
Rostered  
Leaders Meet 

8 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 

9 
5:00 pm 
Trinity Dove 
Deadline
(October Issue) 

10 
7:30 pm 
AA 

11 
17th Sunday after Pentecost  
+ Rally Day 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures 
 (no Youth or Adult Ed) 
11:00 am Assisting Minister Training 

12 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 

13 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 

14 
7:30 pm 
AA 

15 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 

16 17 
10:00 am 
Confirmation 
Class 
7:30 pm 
AA 

18 
18th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures, Youth, 
 Adult Learning 
1:30 pm Lutheran/Anglican Worship 
 at Nithveiw 

19 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 

20 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 
7:00 pm 
Gentle Readers 
 

21 
7:00 pm 
Church Council 
7:30 pm 
AA 
 

22 
9:00 am 
Dove Prep 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 

23 24 
9:00 am to 
5:00 pm 
New Hamburg 
Artists’ Studio 
Tour 
 
7:30 pm 
AA 

25 
19th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:30 am Community Worship 
 with Bob Thaler preaching 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures, Youth, 
 Adult Learning 

26 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 

27 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 

28 
7:30 pm 
AA 

29 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 
7:00 pm 
Nith Valley 
Round Up 3.0 

30 

 
 

 

September 2016 Trinity Church 
New Hamburg 

 

Reminder for kids! September 11th is Blessing of 

the Backpacks during worship. Kids should bring 

their backpack along to worship that day. 

Care to lend a helping hand? Bring along an extra backpack to 

donate to the folks at oneROOF. We’ll bless those too, and 

they’ll go to youth who are experiencing or at-risk of 

homelessness in Waterloo Region. 


