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Sunday, March 5 
First Sunday in Lent 
 Community Worship at 9:30 am 
   with Rev. James Brown presiding 
 Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
 Faith Adventures: Wedding at Cana 
 Youth and Adults: International Pulpit Exchange 
 
Sunday, March 12 
Second Sunday in Lent 
 Community Worship at 9:30 am 
   with Rev. James Brown presiding 
 Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
 No Faith Adventures (March Break) 
 Youth and Adults: Doctrine of Discovery 
 
Sunday, March 19 
Third Sunday in Lent 
 Community Worship at 9:30 am 
   with Rev. James Brown presiding 
 Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
 No Faith Adventures (March Break) 
 Youth and Adults: Ways to Reconciliation 
 
Sunday, March 26 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 
 Community Worship at 9:30 am 
   with Rev. Tanya Ramer presiding 
 Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
 Faith Adventures: Feeding the 5000 
 Youth and Adults: Meet Pastor Tanya 
 
Sunday, April 2 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 
 Community Worship at 9:30 am 
   with Rev. Tanya Ramer presiding 
 Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
 Faith Adventures: Feeding the 5000 
 No youth or adult education 

Sunday, April 2, continued... 
 Community Worship at 3:00 pm 
   Pastor Tanya’s Installation Service 
 
Sunday, April 9 
Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday 
 Community Worship at 9:30 am 
   with Rev. Tanya Ramer presiding 
 Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
 Faith Adventures: Feeding the 5000 
 Youth and Adults: Planning Your Funeral 
 
The Three Days 

Maundy Thursday, April 13 
 Community Worship at 7:00 pm 
 

Good Friday, April 14 
 Community Worship at 10:00 am 
 Prayer Vigil starts at 11:00 am 
 

Easter Vigil, April 15 
 Community Worship at 7:00 pm 

 
Sunday, April 16 
Easter Sunday 
 Community Worship at 9:30 am 
   with Rev. Tanya Ramer presiding 
 Easter Breakfast 

Sacraments and Seasons 

On Sunday, February 12th, Trinity’s new congregational 

council was installed during the worship service. 

We bid a special welcome to Millie Rhem, who joined Trinity 

in late January via membership transfer. 
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Introducing Our New Pastor: Tanya Ramer 

Lynn Thompson, Congregational President 

Much of this Dove entry is reproduced from the excellent 

presentation made by Lori Arnott, chair of the Call 

Committee, on December 18th, when Congregational Council 

recommended Tanya’s name to the congregation.  

 

Tanya is a life-long Lutheran who was always very active in 

church even as a child.  She originally went to University to 

be a social worker before being spirit-led into seminary. She 

comes to us being 15 years ordained, receiving her Master of 

Divinity from Waterloo Lutheran Seminary in 

2002 and her Master of Theology on Pastoral 

Care and Counseling in 2008. She is currently 

working on her PhD in Pastoral Leadership at 

Waterloo Lutheran Seminary, which she 

hopes to complete in another two to three 

years. She was co-pastor at Mount Zion in 

Waterloo for ten years, and for the past four 

years had been the pastor at Bethany 

Lutheran Church in Woodstock. She also 

currently sits on the Mission Committee of 

the Eastern Synod, is the mentor to the Nith Valley Area 

Leadership Team, was co-chair of the 2016 National Worship 

Conference, and has been actively involved with 

confirmation camp at Edgewood. 

 

Tanya believes that "relationships" and “authenticity” are 

the keys to success in ministry —building relationships with 

young children and youth to gain their trust and acceptance, 

building relationships with seniors who require support in 

visitation or counseling, and building relationships to 

strengthen ecumenical partnerships. 

 

Tanya appreciates and prefers team ministry, and working 

with others to build a strong ministry. She likes to pull on 

others’ strengths in the process of planning and 

implementation of worship, ministry groups and programs. 

Tanya loves to encourage participation from all ages in the 

church service, whether to help with readings, communion, 

prayers, or as acolytes. She promotes allowing people to do 

what they can in lay leadership roles. She values annual 

evaluations which benefit the pastor as well as the 

congregation for continued growth and success for ministry 

together. 

 

Tanya has a love for music, and appreciates and is excited 

about the variety in our music programs as well as the 

strengths of our minister of music 

 

Tanya and her family live in Kitchener. Her husband Matt 

works at Humber College in Toronto. Their children, William 

and Emma, are in French immersion at a 

public school in Kitchener. Tanya recognizes 

the need to find a work-life balance in this 

profession, and has learned to treat her day 

in 3 units.  Two units are used for ministry, 

and the third unit is used for personal time.  

She fully understands that flexibility comes 

with her commitment to ministry, which 

means some days she works through the day 

and at night she is home, while other days 

her professional obligations will call her to 

work morning and night and be home for the afternoon.  Her 

family is comfortable and used to this type of scheduling.  

She always attends to crisis calls, and will continue to flex her 

schedule as needed to make sure her professional and 

personal life stay balanced.  

 

Tanya is impressed with Trinity's strong and busy ministry, 

and with our partnership with our user groups, including AA, 

TOPS and Interfaith, and with our support of our refugee 

family. 

 

Tanya will provide Trinity with many blessings, grace and 

strength in ministry. She is a leader with strength in 

preaching and worship leadership, strength in ministering in 

crisis and visitation, strength in ministry with children and 

youth, and she has a passion for social ministry as well as 

ecumenical and community work. Tanya has a hearty laugh 

and a warm heart. 

 

We at Trinity are indeed blessed to welcome Tanya Ramer 

into our church family and hearts. 
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Annual Meeting Summary 

Lynn Thompson, Congregational President 

On Sunday, February 5th the Annual Meeting of Trinity 

Church was held following worship with a very large turnout.  

Council President Lynn Thompson called the meeting to 

order, declaring there was a quorum.  Pastor Stephen Larson 

opened the meeting with a prayer, followed by the singing of 

hymn #715, Christ Be Our Light. 

Following the approval of the 

revised agenda, and acceptance of 

the minutes of the Annual 

Meeting February 21st, 2016, the 

reports of the pastors, parish 

administrator and Council 

members were received and 

approved.  It was noted that these 

members devote long hours in 

service to Trinity. Barry Kalbfleisch 

and Matt Ramer were leaving 

Council – Barry having served six 

years and Matt following the Canada 

Revenue Agency rules which state that only one family 

member can sit on Council. (Pastor Tanya will be that family 

member.) Council needed three new members to complete 

their slate of officers. Mike Gascon, Judy Schnarr-Chiduck, 

and Jim Arbuckle were nominated and elected. Janet Janzen 

was elected to the Endowment Fund Committee. Treasurer 

Bob Ruthig generously agreed to his appointment as 

Treasurer for another year. Holly McCurdy accepted the 

appointment as Financial Secretary, made vacant with the 

resignation of Claire Otterbein, after several years in this 

role.  (Brad and Claire are moving north.)  Rob Murray 

presented great news from the Endowment Fund 

Committee: we had a positive year on our returns from the 

Evangelical Lutheran Foundation of Eastern Canada (ELFEC). 

The total of $20,900 has allowed us to earmark funds to be 

distributed to various areas, both local and global. Report 

received. Jackie Currah’s report on the 2017 Program Budget 

was received also. Our 2017 Budget is very close to balanced. 

Lloyd Hagen spoke to the meeting, highlighting his concerns 

with our four properties, including two parsonages no longer 

used by our pastors. Council has undertaken a 2017 Master 

Plan to study and address these areas. A highlight of the 

meeting was the news that Council has approved a new 

Sound System for Trinity, thanks to donations from various 

members of the congregation, the quilters, and a top-up 

from the Endowment Fund. Rick Ritz shared that the new 

system will resolve many of the challenges faced over the 

last few years, as we struggled to 

hear and be heard. It should be in 

place this spring. The meeting 

closed with a prayer and the 

singing of hymn #838, Beautiful 

Savior. 

While this article presents an 

accurate account of the highlights 

of the annual meeting, it fails to 

demonstrate the hundreds of 

hours devoted to the work of 

Trinity, by many, many members 

— members who step up when they 

see a need, who say ‘yes’ when asked to help, who work 

tirelessly on our behalf. If you are one of those members, 

Trinity is the fine church we know it to be because of you. If 

you are a member who has been waiting in the wings, who 

perhaps needs an invitation to serve, then this is your 

invitation. With the arrival of a new pastor this month, there 

will be new ideas brought forth. Please speak to anyone on 

Council, tell them you have a few hours where you could 

help, and we assure you we will be grateful. The more who 

help, the less onerous the task on any one member. Or, as 

my mother used to say on cleaning day at home: “many 

hands make light work!”  She was very wise.  
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Financial Update 

 General Fund Capital Fund Transfers 

Income $19,163 $2,111 $1,616 

Outgo ($22,855) $0 $245 

Balance ($3,692) $2,111 $1,371 

Year-to-date figures updated through January 31st, 2017 

Installation of newly elected council members and 

officers, February 12th. 
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On That Note 

Jamie Courtney, Minister of Music 

With February behind us, we’re firmly into the second half of 

the church program year. What’s ahead in the coming 

months for our music ministry? 

Stepping outside of our Sunday 

morning offerings, Trinity’s music 

folks will participate in the 

Installation Service for Pastor Tanya. 

This afternoon service on April 2nd 

will afford an opportunity for folks 

from other congregations to join us, 

especially local pastors. (We’ll still 

have a regular worship service at 

9:30 am that day.) 

On Palm Sunday, we’re looking to have a few of our Trinity 

instrumental folks gather for a band of brass and woodwind 

instruments. As you may know, we have several Trinity folks 

who play in the New Hamburg Concert Band. They, and some 

friends, will help lead our Palm Sunday worship. (Allie and I 

were grateful to spend a day with some of them at a recent 

band retreat—really fun stuff!) 

Over the great Three Days (Maundy 

Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy 

Saturday), Trinity’s musicians will 

work overtime to add a musical depth 

to our liturgies. I’m especially looking 

forward to our Easter Vigil service on 

the Saturday evening. This fulsome 

liturgy is the apex of the Christian 

calendar, and our younger musicians 

will be on-deck to lead us in song. 

In early May, Trinity will host an organ recital 

with notable organist, Ian Sadler. We’ve hosted a couple of 

successful recitals since the installation of the organ in fall 

2015, and it’s our pleasure to offer this recital for the New 

Hamburg community. Mark your calendars for May 7th at 

3:00 pm. 

On Sunday, February 26th, we welcomed Appassionata choir 

from Waterloo-Oxford Secondary School, and their director, 

Susan Millar Idsinga. These 50 singers added a festive touch 

to our celebration of the Transfiguration of Our Lord. 
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Women’s Retreat 

The Women’s Ministry of the 

Eastern Synod is sponsoring a 

weekend retreat for women of all 

ages from May 26th to 28th.  The 

retreat will be held at the 

Kempenfelt Conference Centre in 

Innisfil, Ontario (off Hwy 400 just 

outside Barrie). 

The Chaplain for the weekend is our former pastor, Anne 

Anderson.   Keynote speakers will be Ruth Smith Meyer, an 

inspirational writer and speaker, and Brenda Byers, a 

storyteller by profession.  There will also be many options for 

breakout sessions, time for reflection and praise.   

The deadline for registration is March 15th, 2017. If you are 

interested, please see the poster, pamphlet and registration 

form on the bulletin board. 

Pastor Anne Anderson 

Allie and Jamie at band retreat with 

New Hamburg Concert Band folks. 

Guest Choir 
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Gentle Readers 

The March selection for Trinity’s 

Gentle Readers Book Club is Are You 

Somebody? by Nuala O’Faolain. The 

group meets again on March 21st at 

7:00 pm in Trinity Hall. All are 

welcome! Simply come to the meeting 

having read the selection in advance. 

See you there! 

Church Council News 

Nancy Brodrecht, Council Secretary 

At the February council meeting, Pastor Bonnie Schelter 

Brown, Dean of the Nith Valley Ministry Area, conducted 

Pastor Stephen’s exit interview. Pastor Stephen and council 

members were asked various questions pertaining to his 

interim ministry at Trinity. Comments and memories were 

shared, all of which were very positive. 

Council President, Lynn Thompson, welcomed three new 

council members, Judy Schnarr-Chiduck (Congregational 

Life), Mike Gascon (Property), and Jim Arbuckle (Mutual 

Ministry). 

Bob Anger updated property concerns. The air conditioner 

serving Interfaith needs to be fixed or replaced in the spring. 

An energy audit will be done, after a proposal for costs 

involved is reviewed. The Wilmot Street house bathroom 

renovation still needs a couple of estimates for repairs to be 

done. Further information will be available for the March 

council meeting. There were a few issues to be dealt with in 

the Peel Street parsonage before the new tenants moved in. 

Jackie reviewed the January financial statements, noting the 

balance in the general fund is very close to budget. 

Daycare, which left in September, will remove their 

playground equipment in the spring. 

Pastor Stephen suggested we support the ELCIC’s 

Reformation Challenge by sponsoring scholarships for 

students of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and 

the Holy Land. Leftover funds available from the sound 

system project or other endowment fund proposals could be 

used for this purpose. 

March 26th will be Pastor Tanya’s first Sunday. There will be 

cake!  

Interfaith has requested Trinity to nominate one of our 

members to serve on their Board as a communication link 

between Trinity and Interfaith. Carol Merner agreed to stand 

as our nominee. Tanya, Jamie, and Jerry Baan will meet with 

Interfaith board representatives in the spring to determine 

future rent estimates. 

After a wonderful send-off on Pastor Stephen’s last Sunday, 

Council will thank all those involved in bringing the 

celebration to life. 

Weekday Lenten Worship 

Trinity will participate in the annual Lenten series, Soup, 

Sandwich, Sermon, and Song. The series is at noon on the 

Wednesdays of Lent, starting on March 1st, ending April 12th, 

at Zion United Church. 

Trinity and St. George’s host the session on March 15th. 

Contact Pat Schmetzer if you are able to help with the food 

preparations, (519) 576-0537. 

Pulpit Supply 

Trinity is grateful to several pastors who are helping out with 

worship services in the weeks between Stephen’s farewell 

and Tanya’s arrival. Thanks to our Assistants to the Bishop, 

Doug Reble and Riitta Hepomaki for helping out in February, 

and to Pastor James Brown for helping out in March. 

PHOTO CREDIT: DAVE MELLO 

Pastor Riitta leads adult education on February 26th. 
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 Lynn Thompson, president  Tanya Ramer, pastor-elect 
Helen Toman, visitation pastor   Brian Racho, sexton 

Jamie Courtney, parish administrator & minister of music  
Ron Leonard, honourary assistant pastor  Gywin Murray, emerita director of music 

art, music, technology and organization that he juggled, 

including secrecy and deception (keeping me off the e-mailer 

list and providing me with an incomplete missal at 

worship).   His cohorts of Lynn 

Thompson, Janice Ritz, Laurie 

Clarke, and Becki put in many, 

many hours of work on the 

events. I am deeply grateful. 

The gift of $1,600 to the LWF 

Endowment Fund to help meet 

one of our ELCIC Reformation 

Challenges was a highlight for 

me!  Thank you to Trinity for 

your generosity and awareness 

of our global church 

family!  The gift of signed 

copies of the commissioned music is already hanging in our 

new home.   

Thank you so very much!  

Lay Spiritual Retreat 

The annual Lay Spiritual Retreat, hosted by Bishop Michael 

Pryse, will be held March 31st to April 2nd at Mount Carmel 

Spiritual Centre in Niagara Falls. The spiritual director for the 

retreat is Rev. Claudine Carlson, a retired pastor who has 

taught Spiritual Formation at Waterloo Lutheran Seminary, 

and has served on National Church Council. The worship 

leaders are Rev. James Brown and Rev. André Lavergne.   

See the poster in the narthex for more information. 

February 12th was an unforgettable day!  Had I realized that 

retiring would generate such a remarkable Sunday and 

festivities, I would have retired long ago. 

I thought I had a pretty good 

idea of what was going on in the 

life of Trinity Church but I was 

completely in the dark on the 

extent of “stealth plans” that 

went into that Sunday’s events. I 

was deeply moved and 

honoured to learn of the two 

musical commissions made by 

the congregation. I was stunned 

to see Anne and Jim Organ at 

church and moved to tears 

more than once by the music in 

our worship.  Thank you for the farewell rite of concluding an 

interim ministry and Don Jardin’s gracious grading of my 

ministry. 

The luncheon and program were amazing.  The food was 

spectacular, abundant and delicious.  MC Randy Thomson 

was great. I was surprised at the line up of Bob, Kristine, 

Christine, and Anne who shared stories and was absolutely 

astonished at the video greetings that came together from 

all parts of my last 50 years as a student and pastor. Terry’s 

concluding prayer read by Matt was quite remarkable in its 

acrostic, alliterative articulation. 

The coloring place mats for children were a stroke of genius 

– kudos to whoever thought that up and designed 

them.  Jane Eichler’s table centerpieces were terrific.  

Jamie was beyond belief in the amount of work, creativity, 

Thank You 

The Rev. Dr. Stephen Larson 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
Ash  
Wednesday 
7:00 pm 
Community 
Worship 
 
7:30 am 
AA 

2 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 am 
Trinity Choir 
 
 

3 
 

4 
7:30 pm 
AA 

 

5 
First Sunday in Lent 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures, Youth, 
 Adult Learning 
 

 

6 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
 
 

7 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
9:30 am 
Prayer Circle 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 

8 
12:00 noon 
SSSS at  
Zion United 
9:00am 
Nith Valley 
Leaders Meet 
in Philipsburg 
7:30 pm 
AA 

9 
9:00 am 
Confirmation 
Camp Meeting 
in Guelph 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 

10 
 

11 
7:30 pm 
AA 

12 
Second Sunday in Lent 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Youth, Adult Learning 
 No Faith Adventures 
 

13 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 

14 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 

15 
12:00 noon 
SSSS at  
Zion United 
7:30 pm 
AA 
 

16 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 am 
Trinity Choir 

17 
5:00 pm 
Trinity Dove 
Deadline 
(April) 

18 
7:30 pm 
AA 

19 
Third Sunday in Lent 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Youth, Adult Learning 
 No Faith Adventures 
1:30 pm Lutheran/Anglican Worship 
 at Nithveiw 

20 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
 
 

21 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 
7:00 pm 
Gentle Readers 

22 
12:00 noon 
SSSS at  
Zion United 
7:00 pm 
Church Council 
7:30 pm 
AA 

23 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 

24 

 

25 
7:30 pm 
AA 

26 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures, Youth, 
 Adult Learning 
 

Welcome,  
Pastor Tanya! 

27 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 

28 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 

29 
12:00 noon 
SSSS at  
Zion United 
7:30 pm 
AA 

30 
9:00am 
Dove Prep 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 

31 

 

Looking  
Ahead to The 
Three Days 
 
Maundy Thurs 
April 13 at 7 pm 
 
Good Friday 
April 14 at 10 am 
 
Easter Vigil 
April 15 at 7 pm 

March 2017 Trinity Church 
New Hamburg 

 

Installation Service 
The Reverend Tanya Ramer will be installed 
to the office of Pastor at Trinity Church. 
 

The Fifth Sunday in Lent 
April 2nd at 3:00 pm 
 
Reception to follow 


