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\ Sabbaths & Celebrations

Sunday, May 29 + Pentecost 2 + Church Music Sunday

• Community Worship at 9:30 am

• Coffee, Juice & Conversation at 10:30 am

• Faith Adventures and Youth Ministry at 10:45 am

• Adult Education: Interfaith Counselling

• Refugee Sponsorship Task Team meets at 11:30 am

Sunday, June 5 + Pentecost 3

• Community Worship at 9:30 am, Pastor Thaler preaches

• Coffee, Juice & Conversation at 10:30 am

• Faith Adventures at 10:45 am. Youth with adults.

• Adult Education: Scandalous Women in Jesus’ Family Tree

Sunday, June 12 + Pentecost 4

• Community Worship at 9:30 am

• Pastor JR Bestvater preaches and presides

• Coffee, Juice & Conversation at 10:30 am

• Faith Adventures at 10:45 am

• No Youth or Adult Education

Sunday, June 19 + Pentecost 5 + Father’s Day

• Community Worship at 9:30 am

• Pastor JR Bestvater preaches and presides

• Coffee, Juice & Conversation at 10:30 am

• Faith Adventures at 10:45 am

• No Youth or Adult Education

Sunday, June 26 + Pentecost 6

• Community Worship at 9:30 am

• Pastor Ron Leonard presides. Bishop Pryse’s Synod

Assembly sermon is delivered.

• Faith Adventures Carnival at 10:45 am. All are invited!

Sunday, July 3 + Pentecost 7

• Community Worship at 9:30 am

• Pastor JR Bestvater preaches and presides

• Coffee, Juice & Conversation at 10:30 am

• All education programming takes a summer break and

resumes in September

\  stephen larson & jamie courtney
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\ From the Interim Pastor   
  

On Sunday, June 19  I expect to worship at the Castle Church inth

Torgau, Germany – a short bus ride from Martin Luther’s former

hometown of Wittenberg where many of the central events of

the Reformation took place.

The occasion is the annual Lutheran World Federation (LWF)

Council meeting, to be held this year in Wittenberg from 16 – 21

June. As chairperson of the LWF’s International Worship

Planning Committee for the 12  LWF Assembly to be held inth

Windhoek, Namibia in May 2017, I’ve been invited to report to

the council on the plans for assembly worship.  

On the Sunday of the Council meeting, I’ll join a group to travel

to Torgau to worship with the Lutheran congregation there. 

After worship we’ll head to the “Master Katie Restaurant”

named for Martin Luther’s wife, Katharina von Bora, who is

buried at Torgau.  We’ll then visit a museum where Katie’s

tombstone is on display among other Reformation era exhibits.

The Castle Church in Torgau was the first

Protestant church in Germany and

designed according to Luther’s principles. 

The ornate pulpit is mounted on the

middle of the side wall as if to visibly

symbolize the centrality of the proclaimed

Word of God in Lutheran worship.  There

are three panels on the pulpit with

imagery from the Gospels:

• In the middle is the youthful Jesus in

the temple teaching the elders and

priests and interpreting the Hebrew

Scriptures to them.  It highlights

“Sola scriptura” – only the Holy

Scriptures, as the central authority of

our faith.

• On the left is Jesus and the woman

caught in adultery.  This image

portrays the tension of law and

g o s p e l ,  c o n d e m n a t i o n  a n d

forgiveness, thus focusing on “Sola

gratia” – only by grace can we be

saved.

• On the right is Jesus clearing the temple and driving out

the money changers, demonstrating the need for constant

reform and renewal in the church.  “Sola fide” by faith

alone in Christ is the message here.

At the LWF Council meeting reports will also be given on the

plans to mark the 500  Anniversary of the Reformation.  Inth

October this year, Pope Francis will travel to Lund, Sweden for

a joint Lutheran – Roman Catholic prayer service.  In the

aftermath of 50 years of Lutheran – Roman Catholic dialogue,

the Vatican and the LWF signed a Joint Declaration on

Justification in which they agreed that people are saved by

grace through faith and that good works flow out of that reality. 

Last year, the Vatican and LWF jointly published a document

entitled, “From Conflict to Communion,” in which both sides

present their understanding and meaning of the Reformation. 

This small booklet has been commended to congregations for

study.  Trinity and Holy Family congregations in New Hamburg

will gather a study group this summer or fall to read and discuss

the booklet together.

Our ELCIC has adopted Reformation Challenges to mark the

anniversary:  sponsor 500 refugees, plant 500,000 trees, provide

500 scholarships for schools of the Evangelical Lutheran Church

in Jordan and the Holy Land and raise $500,000 dollars for the

LWF Endowment Fund.  Our congregation is making an effort to

respond to those challenges as well.  

\  pastor stephen larson

\ Edgewood Golf Tournament

The annual Swing Low Golf Tournament, in support of Camp

Edgewood is June 11  at Brookfield Golf Course. $110 gets youth

a round of golf, with cart, and a barbecue dinner! Call 519-591-

7425 for more information, or send an email to 

golf@edgewood-camp.on.ca.

 

\ Next Issue of the Dove

The next issue of the Dove newsletter is a combined July/August

summer issue, as is our custom.  The content deadline will be

June 17 , and the print copy will be available  Sunday, July 3 .th rd

\  jamie courtney

mailto:golf@edgewood-camp.on.ca.
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\ From the President 

The Holy Spirit is present and evident at Trinity. 

About 18 months ago, Trinity members gathered in the Martin

Luther Room to explore the possibility of sponsoring a refugee

family to come to Canada. At the time, the area that seemed to

have the greatest need was Thailand, where a camp had

developed as people fled from Myanmar to escape war. The

Canadian Government was offering to share the cost of

relocation for a portion of the first year.  Even so, with a time

line of 12 months, the commitment would be massive and the

issues would be complex.  All of us had many questions:  Should

we? Could we? How? Then from the floor came the voice of

Becki Larson saying, “I can find some energy around this

project”. 

For me, that was the turning point. One by one, more voices

joined the call to action. We prayed, we voted, and we formed

an amazing Refugee Sponsorship Task Team.  Most of us do not

know the details, but we know that this group of Trinity Faithful

organized themselves into an effective, focused, determined

machine. They brainstormed the many areas of need, divided

themselves according to their skills and interests and quietly set

about their various tasks. The team’s success is well

documented. They have guided other teams into action, even

as they supported Tu Reh, Nae Meh, Ko and later Labanu. What

is very evident at Trinity is that the energy begun some 18

months ago, has energized the entire congregation of Trinity.

We see the results everywhere we look - whether on

committees of Council, additional support for Tu Reh’s family,

assistance with the clean-up around the church building, with

the positive monthly financial reports, etc.  A high point of our

Refugee Sponsorship has been the baptism of Ko and Labanu

into the family of Trinity. As our formal responsibilities to the

family draw to a close, we look forward to transitioning to an

on-going relationship based on Friendship. The Holy Spirit is

indeed at work at Trinity.

\  lynn thompson

\ Thank You, St. Peter’s!

St. Peter's Lutheran Church, New Hamburg, has raised $1027 in

support of Trinity's refugee sponsorship and the family of Tu

Reh and Nae Meh. Of this amount, $500 is a matched grant

from FaithLife Financial. We at Trinity are profoundly grateful

for this generosity and support. Thank you, St. Peter's!

\  rebecca larson

\ Refugee Sponsorship Marks One Year

It was one year ago on June 24 , 2015 that Trinity welcomedth

the family of Tu Reh, Nae Meh and Ko Reh at Pearson

International Airport. The past twelve months have been filled

with new experiences for all of us, a lot of learning, changing

seasons, and the very special time when Labanu Reh was born

last November. And now, we who were once strangers have

become friends. 

Although June 24  marks the date when we formally end ourth

involvement with the Government of Canada B-VOR

sponsorship programme - which goes for one year - we at Trinity

will continue to accompany Tu Reh, Nae Meh, Ko Reh and

Labanu Reh as involved friends, members of our congregation

and community, and companions with us on the faithful journey

of life. 

The task team continues to be so grateful to everyone at Trinity

who make our congregation a hospitable and welcoming place

for all.

\  rebecca larson

\ News from St. Peter’s

With the sale of “the red brick Lutheran church”, St Peter’s

Lutheran Church is exploring other locations for worship, Bible

studies and congregational meetings.

Conversations have begun between St Peter’s and Trinity to

explore how we might assist them at this time by providing such

worship, study and meeting space while they discern the future

to which God is calling them.

The new owners of the church building and parsonage on Huron

Street are scheduled to take possession at the end of June.  So

as of July we may begin hosting St Peter’s with red and white

brick Lutherans in a new pattern of ministry and mission.  We

already share in our cooperative support of Canadian Lutheran

World Relief and Faithlife Financial.  

\  pastor stephen larson
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\ Sacraments & Seasons

Baptism

On Sunday, June 19 , Pastor JR Bestvater will baptize Noahth

Edward Hicks, son of Meghann and Kyle Hicks.

Death

On May 3  there was a burial service for former member Clarerd

Doering, who died on January 12 . th

\  pastor stephen larson

\ News from Nithview

The annual Nithview Community Strawberry Social is being held

on Saturday, June 18 , from 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm, and from 6:30th

pm to 8:00 pm. Bring your friends and family for a strawberry

treat!

The Pastoral Care Office at Nithview Community is hosting a

“Pastors’ Appreciation Tea” on Wednesday afternoon, June 1 , st

to thank area pastors who lead chapel services at Nithview.

Part of the afternoon will include a “Virtual Demential Tour”

which is described as “Come to experience what it might be like

to personally live with dementia.  Consider how you might be

empowered to be a better pastoral caregiver with new or

expanded awareness.  This hands-on experiential learning will

be followed by conversation about the experience.”

\  nithview community

\ The Leupold Chorale in Concert

On Sunday, May 29 , at 4:00 pm, the Leupold Chorale will hostth

a service of readings, choral music, and song to celebrate the

Easter seasons, the feast of Pentecost, and the festival of the

Holy Trinity. The event will feature choral music of Ahlen,

Decius, Praetorius, Staden, Tallis, and Martin Luther

himself. Refreshments and fellowship will follow the event.

Honouring the life and ministry of Ulrich Leupold, pastor,

scholar, teacher, theologian, and musician, the Leupold Chorale

strives to foster and preserve the performance of the early

music of the Lutheran Church and the continental Reformation,

the early music of other Christian traditions, and other sacred

music of the Church which is rarely performed today.

\  jamie courtney

\ Interim Ministry Survey

As part of its work, the Task Team on Interim Ministry has

prepared an online survey. Simply go to the church website,

www.telc.ca, and click on the survey button, or follow the link

in the weekly emailer. It will likely take 10 to 20 minutes to

complete. The survey will be available until May 31 .st

No access to a computer or the internet? We’re here to help!

Call ahead and drop by the church office any weekday from

Monday to Thursday, and we’ll set you up on a computer. We’ll

offer as much or as little help as you require.

Please have all youth and adults in your household complete

the survey! We’re seeking feedback from a diverse

demographic, and look forward to hearing your responses. So

far, we’ve had 90 folks complete the survey. Can we get to 100

or more?

\  jamie courtney

\ Baby Bundles - Thank You!

On Monday May 16  we prepared and packed 40 Baby Bundlesth

for Canadian Lutheran World Relief.   The work went quickly

thanks to all the people who volunteered to help.   

Thank you so much to everyone who knit or crocheted baby

sweaters, hemmed receiving blankets, brought clothing and

other supplies, and provided donations.  Thanks to everyone

who helped with the sorting, folding, bundling, packing and

taking the boxes to Home Hardware for free shipping to CLWR

in Winnipeg.  It’s a big job and we couldn’t do it without you! 

We’re going to make 40 moms and their new babies very happy. 

Thank you, everyone!

\  pat schmetzer

\ Faith Adventures Carnival

Our Faith Adventure program takes a break for the summer, but

not before our carnival on June 26 .th

Plan to stick around after church for lots of fun with games and

treats. See you there!

\  matt ramer
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\ Nith Valley Round Up 2.0

Our congregation is one of 14 ELCIC congregations in the Nith

Valley Ministry Area (NVMA).  The NVMA stretches 57 km north

to south (from Milverton to Woodstock) and 39 km west to east

(from Stratford to New Dundee).  

The congregations are:

1. Bethany, Woodstock (Pastor Tanya Ramer)

2. St James, North Easthope (Pastor Barry Beckner, part-time

interim)

3. St Peter’s, Gads Hill (Pastor Patricia Jackson, part-time)

4. St James, Baden (Pastor Joanna Miller)

5. St James, New Dundee (Pastor Bonnie Schelter-Brown, Dean)

6. Zion, St Agatha (Pastor Dave Hammer)

7. St Mark’s, Wellesley (Pastor Dave Hammer)

8. St Matthew’s, Tavistock/East Zorra (Pastor Dale Finch, part-

time supply)

9. St Paul’s, Brunner (Pastor Art Hodgson, part-time interim)

10. St Peter’s, Milverton (Pastor Helen Toman, part-time

interim)

11. Trinity, New Hamburg (Pastor Stephen Larson, full-time

interim)

12. Trinity, Tavistock (Pastor Rick Brown)

13. Zion, Philipsburg (Pastor Joanna Miller)

14. Zion, Stratford (Pastor Jeff Laustsen)

Joining Dean Bonnie Schelter-Brown on the NVMA Leadership

Team are Pastors Jeff Laustsen, Rick Brown and Tanya Ramer as

well as Sister Anne Keffer (from our congregation); Laura Prust,

from St James, Baden; and Bruce Cook, from St Peter’s, Gads

Hill. 

In April, the NVMA met for Round Up 2.0 – a time of visioning,

dreaming and exploring opportunities for ministry and mission

together.  Pastor Larson, Christine Normandeau, Sister Anne

Keffer and Rick Ritz attended from our congregation.  Part of

the process was to dream up BHAGs (“Big, Hairy, Audacious

Goals”) without limitation of finances or facilities.

A sample of the BHAGs include:

• A new centralized congregation that would house a

gymnasium, Christian daycare, multiple types and times of

worship services, movie theatre for films and guest

speaker series, smart boards and current audio-visual

equipment, and more.

• Bus service to bring people from across the ministry area

together

• A community garden for food security on the site of one of

the rural churches

• Mental health care facilities in an existing church building

• A seniors centre

• Sharing pastors and staff among multiple congregations

• Close a couple of church buildings and use the land to

build affordable housing or a retreat centre 

• Shared mission projects or mission trips (within Canada

and international)

• Hire youth staff and/or parish nurses to serve multiple

congregations

• Have a mobile Vacation Bible School on a bus to serve

congregations

• Pull together a NVMA band or choir 

• NVMA events such as a car rally, joint worship services,

talent show, street party, annual picnic, bike trip across

Ontario, art and craft programs for children and youth

On Tuesday, May 31 , the NVMA will host Round Up 2.1 at Stst

Peter’s, Milverton.  This will be an event to gather pastors,

congregational leaders and council members from all 14

congregations to fine tune these BHAGs into some realistic and

possible projects that we could bring to life.

Interested in attending Round Up 2.1?  Contact Pastor Larson.

\  pastor stephen larson

\ Worship Rota

The next installment of Trinity’s Worship Rota is now available.

If you are a Sunday morning helper, look for your copy of the

Rota along with your print copy of the Dove, or in the narthex

for email Dove recipients. 

Thanks to all of our acolytes, assisting ministers, ushers,

musicians, greeters, and altar folks who bring worship to life!

\  pastor stephen larson & jamie courtney
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\ On that Note

Much is said these days about Christian unity. We as Christians

have done a mediocre job at times of working and living

together as the body of Christ. But there are always glimmers of

hope. We watch the movements from the Vatican around the

500  anniversary of the reformation. And, we haveth

conversations in our own back yard about sharing space with

the folks from St. Peter’s. These are living signs of Christian

unity.

We’re certainly bound to one another in unity in the music we

make together. Whether a chorister, or a drummer, or a bell

ringer, or singing from the pews, we each take our part in the

making of music together. It’s a holy symphony of sound.

As we wrap up another music program year at Trinity, we give

thanks for all of our music makers. There are those among us

who contribute many, many hours per year to the making of

music at Trinity. Whether you are someone who contributes

casually, or almost every single week, we give thanks for your

gifts. Thank you, for all that you offer. We are richer because of

your contributions!

Did you know that the average bell ringer contributes about 30

hours per year, just for the preparation of music? And, the

average choir member, about 50 hours? That’s some serious

dedication!

Looking to get involved? We’re always pleased to welcome folks

into our various musical efforts. Whether you’re looking to try

it out, or make a regular commitment, we’ve got a place for

you!

This fall, in particular, we’ll be looking for a couple of bell ringers

for our compliment of 8 ringers. We give a BIG thanks to Don

Jardin and Dayton Arnott who have both rang with us since we

started with bells a few years ago. (Has it been that long

already?) Don and Dayton are both turning in their gloves, but

not after a terrific run with their bell-ringing brethren. Thanks,

gentlemen!

In the wider world, our unity is on display in the work of the

National Worship Conference. This joint Anglican-Lutheran

event happens in our own backyard this year! Hosted at Wilfrid

Laurier University from July 24  to 27 , the conference featuresth th

keynote speaker, Rev. Dr. Stephen Larson. (You may have heard

of him.) It’s sure to be a great event, and it’s not just for clergy

and church musicians. Check out the conference website for

more info: nationalworshipconference.org. I’m really looking

forward to it!  

\  jamie courtney

\ Youth Ministry

May Youth Activity

Prior to Mother's Day, 6 youth gathered to paint flower pots

and plant nasturtiums.  Then on May 15 , youth compared theth

story of Pentecost to the Genesis account of the tower of Babel. 

June events

Sunday morning programming wraps up in June, but don't

forget to come out to the June 26  family carnival to celebrateth

youth and Faith Adventures.

Canadian Lutheran Anglican Youth Event: Journey to PEI

Lots of gratitude goes out to everyone who supported the youth

trip with a purchase of the Colour Paradise gift cards.  We hope

your gardens bloom with extra bounty!

After we received the news that the CLAY Gathering registration

had completely filled, we learned that the planned housing

arrangement at the University of PEI residence was over

capacity.  We have booked rooms at the Comfort Inn in

Charlottetown.  Youth from St. James New Dundee and

Baden/Philipsburg will be staying at the Comfort Inn as well. 

We hope the hotel staff are impressed with our teens!

Edgewood News

Edgewood Golf Tournament is on June 11 .  Speak to Rick Ritzth

about how you can support Edgewood through this event.

On May 7   volunteers came out to Edgewood to ready the siteth

for the spring season.  Everyone pitched in to clean up the

grounds, roof a cabin, plant the garden, inventory tents and

organize the garage.  On Sunday May 8  the annual meetingth

took place in Guelph.  Christine Normandeau was elected to the

Edgewood board of directors.  Thank you Christine!  Nathan

Mantey and Rick Ritz continue to serve in volunteer roles.  The

2016 camp manager Matt Honsberger spoke astutely about his

aspirations for the summer.  2016 is going to be an epic

summer!  To register a camper in the Edgewood summer camp

program visit www.edgewood-cam p.on.ca/ or email

office@edgewood-camp.on.ca. 

\  nathan mantey

\ CLWR Fort McMurray Appeal

Thanks to those who supported the CLWR Fort McMurray

Appeal, Trinity raised $1500 to aid those affected by the recent

wildfires.

Thank you for this generous support!

\  pastor stephen larson

mailto:office@edgewood-camp.on.ca.
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\ Council News

The property committee reported on a very successful work

day.  Thanks to all the volunteers who helped clean both inside

and outside the church, parsonage, and Wilmot Street house. 

Another work day should be planned to finish some of the extra

things that are needing attention.  A date for this has not been

set. 

Mutual Ministry is in the process of updating the Policy and

Procedures Manual.  Nathan needs to be added, and Jamie’s

new role as Parish Administrator needs to be included.

On Monday, May 16 , 40 baby bundles were packed andth

delivered to Home Hardware for shipment to CLWR in

Winnipeg.  Thanks to all who contributed to this wonderful

project.  We are in need of one or two new people to organize

and look after the distribution of the baby bundles.  If this is

something you would like to do, contact Nancy Brodrecht,

Brenda Grebinski, or Pat Schmetzer.  Thanks to Pat for looking

after this very worthwhile project for so many years.

Thank you notes will be given to Bob Anger and Gerry Baan for

organizing work day, and Doreen Lindner-Baan and Doug Miller

for looking after the work day snacks and lunch.  Pastor Stephen

has written thank you’s to Larry and Mary Ann Keller, and

Nancy Brodrecht for cleaning up and planting the Peel Street

flower beds.

Council discussed the closing of Creative Beginnings Day Care in

September.  Interfaith may be interested in two or three of the

rooms downstairs.  Faith Adventures will likely move their

program to the upstairs play area.  There was also some

discussion about what might be done with the playground area.

Council members, pastors, and staff from Trinity met with a

group from St. Peter’s Lutheran Church New Hamburg who have

sold their building and must vacate by the end of June.  They are

looking for a place to worship for an indefinite period of time.

Several flexible options were presented, which they will take

back to their congregation for a vote.  Once the decision is

made, another meeting with Trinity will be planned.

Tu Reh has been hired to look after the lawn mowing and

trimming at the church, parsonage, and Wilmot St. house. 

Training is under way, thanks to Don Jardin.

The Reh/Meh family will have been with us for one year in June. 

The refugee task team is working with the family so they can

continue to live on their own, yet know that Trinity will be there

to accompany them.

\  nancy brodrecht

\ Adult Education

Our Adult Education programming winds up on June 5  for theth

summer, but plans are already made for the fall, with a full

schedule of adult education topics.

Look for sessions around the survey results, the call process, the

religions of Abraham (Judaism, Islam, Christianity), an

introduction to the Gospel of Matthew, and more!

Thanks to all those who come to these terrific learning

opportunities at Trinity!

\  carol merner

\ Financial Update Through April 30   
th

General Fund Capital Fund Transfers

Income 83,216 3,784 10,871

Outgo 87,093 4,954 15,999

------------- ------------- -------------

YTD Balance (3,877) (1,170) (5,128)

We’ve slipped into a deficit in the general fund. The capital fund

still carries forward the balance from last year, so the small

year-to-date deficit isn’t a big concern at this point.

Please remember Trinity’s ongoing ministries during the

summer vacation season, when financial offerings are typically

lower.

\  bob ruthig & jackie currah

\ Faith in Film - June and August

Faith in Film at Trinity is back this summer!

Watch for details soon on two new series:

• Best of 2015 - four Wednesday nights at 6:00 pm starting

June 8 . th

• Faith and TV - four Monday nights at 6:00 pm starting

August 2 .nd

Note that there are no screenings in July.

Part of Trinity’s adult education offerings, Faith in Film

screenings and discussions are free events, showing in Trinity’s

Bruce Hammer Theater (downstairs from the main entrance).

Please join us!

\  sherry coman


