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Sabbaths and Celebrations 

December 2016 | page 2 

Sunday, December 4 
Second Sunday of Advent 
 Community Worship at 9:30 am 
 Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
 Faith Adventures: Christmas Program Practice 
 Youth: Fundraising 
 Adult Learning: Introduction to Matthew 
 
Sunday, December 11 
Third Sunday of Advent 
 Community Worship at 9:30 am 
 Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
 Faith Adventures: Christmas Program Practice 
 Youth: Fundraising 
 Adult Learning: Jesus’ Birth in Matthew and Luke 
 
Sunday, December 18 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 Community Worship at 9:30 am 
   with Faith Adventures Christmas Program 
 Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
 No Faith Adventures 
 Congregational Call Meeting 
 
Saturday, December 24 
Christmas Eve 
 Family service at 5:00 pm 
 Traditional service at 7:00 pm 
 
Sunday, December 25 
Christmas Day 
 Community Worship at 9:30 am 
   with Bob Thaler preaching 
 Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
 No education programming 
 

Sunday, January 1 
1st Sunday of Christmas 
 Community Worship at 9:30 am 
 Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
 No education programming 
 
Sunday, January 8 
Baptism of Our Lord 
 Community Worship at 9:30 am 
 Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
 Faith Adventures: Baptism 
 Youth and Adult Learning: To be announced 

Sacraments and Seasons 

On Sunday, November 1st, four people were confirmed 

through Affirmation of Baptism: Dayton Arnott, Tanner 

Arnott, Joshua Durrer, and Isaac Seltzer. 

On December 11th we will baptize Liam Bryan Carlo Caskie,  

child of Brent and Christianne Caskie, and welcome new 

members. 

Marjorie Forler died on October 31st. Her funeral was held at 

East Zorra Mennonite. 



Tips or Tithes? 

The Rev. Dr. Stephen Larson 

Advent themes of hope, waiting, and being prepared often 

get pushed to the sidelines by Black Friday sales and 

Christmas gift-giving commercials. 

For such a time as this, perhaps the Magi, the Wise Men, can 

be our guide.  Following a star they brought gifts to the 

Christ child – gold for a king; frankincense for a priest; and 

myrrh for a mortal.  Amidst our own Christmas gift-giving 

lists, what will we give to the body of Christ that is the 

church, to enable and enhance God’s 

mission in the world? 

Will it be a tip or a tithe?  Left over 

change, year-end surplus, or first fruits 

thanksgiving?  The Bible encourages the 

people of God to give first fruits – gifts of 

gratitude off the top in thanksgiving for 

the abundance of gifts God provides for 

us:  every breath we breathe, family, 

community, food from creation, 

employment, music, health and healing, consolation in 

sorrow, autumn splendor, forgiveness, grace… the list is 

endless.   

God is a prodigal giver of gifts to us and expects us to 

steward, or manage those gifts responsibly. 

Trinity recently sent out October month end offering 

statements as a gentle “toward the end of the year update 

and invitation” to reflect on our annual gifts in support of 

God’s mission and ministry: 

 80 statements went to households that give offerings 

through PAR – automatic monthly contributions 

through their bank that provides Trinity with a steady 

cash flow throughout the year.  These folk are very 

active and involved with additional gifts of time and 

talents that bring Trinity’s ministries and mission to 

dynamic expression.   

 120 statements were to households that give financial 

support through offering envelopes at worship when 

they attend church on Sundays. They too are largely 

involved in the life of Trinity, generously offering their 

time and talents to support God’s mission and 

ministry.  Becki and I are among these contributors. 

 260 households did not receive statements because 

they had not made a contribution of record this year.  

Some of these folk are active members offering gifts 

of time and talents.  But most are recently 

confirmed youth or university students, 

homebound members or elderly folk on fixed 

incomes, or people who have not been to 

Trinity in a long while.  I am phoning, writing 

and visiting these folk to invite them to re-

engage with the life of our congregation as 

we prepare to call a new pastor. 

Thank you to those who faithfully and 

generously support Trinity’s many ministries 

in a variety of ways.   

To those who have distanced themselves from our 

congregation, let this Season of Advent be a time to reflect 

on your relationship with Trinity.  Is this the year to re-

connect and re-engage with the church?  Are you worshiping 

elsewhere and have neglected to inform Trinity to transfer 

your membership to another faith community?  Are you 

simply too busy to take time to centre your life in worship?  

Would you welcome a visit from me or another Trinity pastor 

to talk about your situation?  

Our Congregation Council has called a Congregational 

Meeting for Sunday, December 18th following our worship.  

The only item of business at that meeting will be to receive 

the recommendation from our Call Committee and Council 

to call a candidate to serve as our new pastor at Trinity.   

I encourage you to attend that meeting to vote on Trinity’s 

future.  

God is a prodigal giver 

of gifts to us, and 

expects us to steward. 
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From the Council 

Lynn Thompson, Council President 

This month we are sharing with you some of the work of our 

Nurturing Faith Committee. 

Our Faith Adventures children are blessed with a core of 

committed adults working faithfully to ensure our children 

receive the best possible grounding for their faith lives. We 

are fortunate to have Matt Ramer overseeing our children’s 

program. We welcome back Nancy Dale, Faith Adventures 

Greeter, who gathers the children in the Katie Luther Room 

and leads them downstairs to their class each Sunday.  This 

year, the program begins with stories of water, culminating 

in conversations around baptism. From here, they will move 

to stories of meals, culminating in conversations about 

communion. Can you guess what some of these stories might 

include? Ask our children to share with you what they have 

learned. 

This year, children are invited to bring a small offering each 

week. Money collected will be directed toward the ELCIC 

Reformation Challenge of planting 500,000 trees. 

Each year during the Advent season, we take a break from 

our regular program so that the children can share a 

Christmas presentation during church. This year, “Just a Little 

Christmas” will be presented on Sunday, December 18th.  I 

am  fortunate to have the help of Judy Yutzi and Emily 

Morrison  this year  as we prepare our program.  We have 

had one rehearsal, but there are two more Sundays during 

which we will rehearse. We would love to have more 

children join us on Sunday, Dec 4 and 11 to be part of this 

program. Please join Faith Adventures and Nancy Dale 

immediately following the morning service.  

With the loss of Nathan Mantey, our youth have been 

meeting with Pastor Stephen, Lori Arnott, and other parents 

to plan some events of interest to them.  With Lori’s 

guidance, the youth have expressed their wishes and dreams 

for their life at Trinity. These have been shared in the 

November Dove.  It is an amazing and exciting list. Call Lori if 

this is an area where you might be able to help out.  

Perhaps it is time to organize a Learning Task Team at Trinity. 

This group would oversee and coordinate the learning 

activities in our church, providing a seamless transition from 

Sunday School through Youth to Adult Education. We are 

looking for willing volunteers to meet and examine 

possibilities.  If this is an area in which you are interested and 

willing to serve, please contact Pastor Stephen, or Jamie at 

the church office. Having members of our congregation 

speaking on behalf of our children, youth and adults will 

make this an exciting endeavour. Please consider your 

availability prayerfully.   

There are so many opportunities to serve at Trinity.  We are 

a busy, connected church.  Let us know where you would like 

to help.  Many hands make light work!  Thanks for all you are 

already doing!  
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Tea at Trinity Village 

Over the past several years, Trinity folks have been involved 

with Trinity Village Care Centre. (Trinity Village is a Lutheran 

retirement community in Kitchener.) Twice a year, on a 

Sunday afternoon, two of our members serve coffee, tea, 

and baked goods to a group of seniors in the long term care 

facility.  It is wonderful to see how their eyes light up, some 

will hold your hand, or offer a friendly conversation. They 

are so thankful and appreciative of what we do for them, as 

evidenced in the thank-you note from their chaplain, Rev. 

Eleanor Caruana:   

Thank you! What a lovely thing you do in hosting tea 

here at Trinity Village. The residents and family 

members thoroughly enjoyed themselves and 

appreciated you taking time out of your busy lives to 

do this. 

We feel blessed to have been able to serve in this way. If 

you would enjoy helping with this outreach ministry, please 

contact Nancy Brodrecht, or the church office. 

Nancy Brodrecht 
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On That Note 

Jamie Courtney, Minister of Music 

It’s hard for me to believe, but with the year coming to a 

close it will be five years that I have been Trinity’s Minister of 

Music. Time flies when you’re having fun, as they say! 

In these short years, there has been much to celebrate. 

Thanks to generous donations from Buck Roth and Nancy 

Brodrecht, we have increased our capacity for music-making 

with the addition of a set of handbells and a new-to-us pipe 

organ.  With the handbells, it has meant the opportunity for 

more folks to become involved with our music program. 

With the pipe organ, it has  meant an opportunity to share 

music with the New Hamburg community through the 

various recitals we’ve offered so far. (As mentioned last 

month, watch for our next presentation, the Ian Sadler 

recital, in May of 2017.) 

Also, in these last years, we’ve established the Pax Christi 

Choir to sing at funerals held at Trinity. It is a wonderful gift 

to offer some musical support to families at times of grief.  

If you read your last issue of the Dove carefully, you’ll have 

seen in the council notes that Trinity has an opportunity to 

acquire a grand piano on loan. What a splendid addition to 

our music program it would be to have such an instrument, 

even on loan! We’ll know more very soon if this arrangement 

will unfold as hoped. 

It’s been a great five years making music together. What will 

the next five years hold? 

Christmas Greetings 

Trinity’s staff wish you a blessed, joyful Advent and 

Christmas season as we wait, watch, and then celebrate the 

birth of Jesus. 

Pastor Stephen Larson 

Pastor Helen Toman 

Pastor Bob Thaler 

Pastor Ron Leonard 

Jamie Courtney 

Brian Racho 

Gywin Murray 

Judy Riley 

Year-End Financial Offerings 

If you are up-to-date on your commitments to Trinity in 

2016, thank you! Your contributions allow Trinity to 

participate in God’s mission in our community and around 

the world. 

If you are anticipating making an additional year-end 

contribution to eliminate the 2016 deficit, or enhance the 

Capital Fund, please do so by December 29th at the latest. 

Financial Update 

Jackie Currah, Finance Chairperson 

 General Fund Capital Fund Transfers 

Income $219,571 $10,802 $26,844 

Outgo ($225,219) ($17,446) ($40,853) 

Balance ($5,648) ($6,644) ($14,009) 

Year-to-date figures updated through October 31st, 2016 

Men’s Socks Needed 

Trinity’s Susan Hammer is collecting new 

men’s socks in support of the House of 

Friendship men’s hostel.  

If you are able to help with this initiative, 

please bring contributions to the church and 

put them in the basket in the Katie Luther Room by 

December 18th. 
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Church Council News 

Nancy Brodrecht, Council Secretary 

Treasurer Bob Ruthig reviewed the October financial 

statements with council. General and Capital Funds are both 

down compared to what was budgeted for this year.  There 

are some unexpected expenses, moving two pastors, 

housing allowance, and interview costs will require funds not 

budgeted for. The Capital Fund has taken a hit due to 

replacement of the church boiler and the roof on the Wilmot 

St. house. Bob encouraged all to review their financial 

statement and help out as able. The 2017 budget was 

discussed, however Bob needs more information from 

property and other committees on needed funds for next 

year.   

Compensation proposals for staff were presented to council.  

Increases are based on the cost of living set by Synod.  Policy 

and Procedures will be reviewed at the next council meeting. 

Bob Anger reported that the aging heating unit on the roof 

may need to be replaced. Bob will get a cost from Boshart 

Electric after they inspect the unit.  This expense will be 

deferred to 2017 unless there is a safety hazard involved. 

Youth will be fundraising for future youth gatherings.  Mint 

smoothies, baked goods, and Christmas cards will be sold 

before Christmas.    

Advent Projects 

Advent is a busy time! Consider your participation in these 

worthwhile outreach projects: 

We Care Bags: you are invited to prepare a Living and 

Learning Kit that contains essential personal and education 

items. These kits, collected by Canadian Lutheran World 

Relief, are shipped around the world to communities in 

need. Last year, we did 75 kits—wonderful! Can we get to 

100 this year? 

Mitten Tree: you are invited to bring mittens, scarves or 

hats to adorn our mitten tree. Homemade or purchased 

contributions are welcome! Before Christmas, all items will 

be donated to the Wilmot Family Resource Centre for 

inclusion in their Christmas hamper program. 

Christmas Cheer Cookies 

On Monday, December 12th at 9:00 am, volunteers are 

invited to prepare Christmas Cheer Cookies for distribution 

within our community. 

For folks who are able to donate cookies, they may be 

dropped off at the church on Sunday, December 11th. 

Medium sized cookie tins are also needed, and should be 

brought to the church by the 11th as well. 

If you are able to help with the preparation or delivery of the 

cookies, please contact the church office, or Pat Schmetzer 

at 519-576-0537. 

Thank you for bringing some cheer to folks in our community 

during this Advent and Christmas season! 

Lynn read a letter from Becki Larson and Rick Ritz regarding 

the closing of the Refugee Account. Funds will be used to pay 

out the travel loan, and set up RESPs for the children. The 

family is now financially independent, with the ongoing 

support of an employer, members of the task team, and 

congregation.   

After meeting with our contract cleaning staff, Judy Riley, 

Jamie Courtney drafted a cleaning agreement, outlining 

cleaning duties and responsibilities.  A cost of living increase 

was approved for Judy for 2017. 

The 2015 audit is complete, thanks to Kate Murray. 

Ruth Aho will draft a lease for our Wilmot St. tenant.  Council 

also discussed the housing allowance and how it will work 

for Pastor Stephen once they move out of the parsonage.  

Possible plans for the parsonage were also discussed. 

In anticipation of a positive vote from the Call Committee’s 

recommendation, council called a Congregational Meeting 

for Sunday, December 18th, following worship to vote on 

extending a call to a new pastor. 

Two new members will be needed to serve on council for a 

three year term. If you might be interested, speak with 

Pastor Stephen, Lynn Thompson, or any member of council. 
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 Lynn Thompson, president  Stephen Larson, interim pastor 
Helen Toman, visitation pastor  Bob Thaler, preacher   Brian Racho, sexton 

Jamie Courtney, parish administrator & minister of music  
Ron Leonard, honourary assistant pastor  Gywin Murray, emerita director of music 

Trinity youth will be selling Christmas cards and Mint 

Smoothies on December 4th, 11th, and 18th during the coffee 

and education hours.  The fundraising effort is in support of 

2018 Youth Gatherings in Thunder Bay, Ontario and Houston, 

Texas.   

The Nith Valley Confirmation Class will meet in Stratford 

Thursday morning, December 22 at 8:30 am to prepare and 

distribute food hampers to families in Stratford.  Yes, this is a 

school day, so please contact Pastor Larson if you are 

interested in attending – otherwise we’ll assume you will be 

in school.  

Trinity’s Confirmation class will meet on Saturday morning, 

December 10th from 10:00 am to noon.  We’ll be exploring 

the Christmas story of Jesus’ birth and discussing what it 

means for our lives and faith.    

Youth Happenings Gentle Readers 

The December selection for Trinity’s 

Gentle Readers Book Club is Clara 

Callan by Richard Wright. The group 

meets again on December 13th at 7:00 

pm in Trinity Hall. All are welcome! 

Simply come to the meeting having 

read the selection in advance. See you 

there! 

Evening Prayer 
Advent 

On the four Thursdays of Advent, 

Trinity Lutheran Church and St. 

George’s Anglican Church meet 

for a brief, meditative service of 

Evening Prayer. Each service is 

preceded by a simple soup 

supper. All are welcome! 

 

December 
 

 1st, 8th, 15th, and 22nd 

 

Simple Soup Supper at 5:30 pm 
 

Evening Prayer at  6:30 pm 

Congregational Call Meeting 

Trinity’s call committee has been continuing its work in 

narrowing the field of candidates who wish to serve as our 

next pastor. As of mid-November, selected candidates have 

been invited for interviews, and they will be scheduled for 

late November and early December. 

In anticipation of a successful vote after a pastor candidate 

is recommended to the council by the call committee, 

council is calling a Congregational Call Meeting for 

December 18th. The meeting will happen after the worship 

service, at approximately 11:00 am. 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
5:30 pm 
Soup Supper 
6:30 pm 
Evening Prayer 
 

2 
 

3 
7:30 pm 
AA 

 

 

4 
Second Sunday of Advent 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures, Youth, 
 Adult Learning 
 

5 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
 
 

6 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
9:30 am 
Prayer Circle 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 

7 
9:30 am 
Nith Valley 
Leaders meet 
in Milverton 
7:30 pm 
AA 

8 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
5:30 pm 
Soup Supper 
6:30 pm 
Evening Prayer 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 

9 
5:00 pm 
Trinity Dove 
Deadline 
(January) 

10 
7:30 pm 
AA 

11 
Third Sunday of Advent 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures, Youth, 
 Adult Learning 
 
Drop off cookies and tins for  
Christmas Cheer assembly. 

 

12 
9:00 am 
Christmas 
Cheer Cookies 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 

13 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 
7:00 pm 
Gentle Readers 
 

14 
7:00 pm 
Church Council 
7:30 pm 
AA 
 

15 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
5:30 pm 
Soup Supper 
6:30 pm 
Evening Prayer 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 

16 17 
8:00 am 
Community 
Care Concepts 
Christmas 
Breakfast 
7:30 pm 
AA 

18 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
9:30 am Community Worship 
 with Faith Adventures  
 Christmas Program 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
11:00 am Congregational  
 Call Meeting 
1:30 pm Lutheran/Anglican Worship 
 at Nithveiw 

19 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 

20 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 

21 
7:30 pm 
AA 

22 
9:00 am 
Dove Prep 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
5:30 pm 
Soup Supper 
6:30 pm 
Evening Prayer 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 

23 

 
 

24 
5:00 pm 
Christmas Eve 
Service 1 
7:00 pm 
Christmas Eve 
Service 2 
7:30 pm 
AA 

25 
Christmas Day 
9:30 am Community Worship 
 with Bob Thaler preaching 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
 No Faith Adventures,  
 Youth, or Adult Education 

26 
Church office 
closed 
 
Noon - 4:00pm 
Blood Donor 
Clinic at  
Steinmann 
Mennonite 
Church 

27 
Church office 
closed 
 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
 

28 
7:30 pm 
AA 

29 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 

30 31 
7:30 pm 
AA 

December 2016 Trinity Church 
New Hamburg 

 

Saturday, December 17 
8:00 am to 11:00 am 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
in Trinity Hall 

Tickets Available at the Door 
Adults  ................................... $7.00 
Children 10 and under .............. $4.00 
Family maximum ................ $17.00 

Community Care Concepts’ Annual 

Christmas Benefit Breakfast 


