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Sunday, December 25 
Christmas Day 
 Community Worship at 9:30 am 
   with Bob Thaler preaching 
 No education programming 
 
Sunday, January 1 
1st Sunday of Christmas + The Name of Jesus 
 Community Worship at 9:30 am 
 Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
 No education programming 
 
Sunday, January 8 
Baptism of Our Lord 
 Community Worship at 9:30 am 
 Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
 Faith Adventures: Baptism 
 Adult Learning: Hallelujah: The Theology of 

Leonard Cohen with Pastor Stephen Larson 
 
Sunday, January 15 
2 Epiphany 
 Community Worship at 9:30 am 
 Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
 Faith Adventures: Baptism 
 Adult Learning: Gotta Serve Somebody: The 

Theology of Bob Dylan with Daniel Maoz 
 
Sunday, January 22 
3 Epiphany 
 Community Worship at 9:30 am 
 Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
 Faith Adventures: Baptism 
 Adult Learning: Ecumenism: The Week of Prayer 

for Christian Unity with Sister Anne Keffer 
 
 
 

Sunday, January 29 
4 Epiphany 
 Community Worship at 9:30 am 
   with Rev. Dr. David Pfrimmer preaching 
 Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
 Faith Adventures: The Wilderness 
 Adult Learning: The Art of Dying Well with Rev. Dr. David 

Pfrimmer 
 
Watch for youth Sunday morning education programming to 
be announced in the weekly emailer. 

Sacraments and Seasons 

On December 18th we baptized Liam Bryan Carlo Caskie,  

child of Brent and Christianne Caskie, and Ethan John Joakim, 

child of Nicolas and Laura Joakim. We also welcomed Myrta 

Biesel and Kitch Radke as new members. 



The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

The Rev. Dr. Stephen Larson 

It was in 1517 that a little known Roman Catholic priest 

posted an invitation to the community to discuss the practice 

of selling forgiveness. The priest was Martin Luther and the 

invitation became known as the 95 Theses. 

2017 marks the 500th anniversary of that pivotal point in 

church history:  the Reformation. The Lutheran World 

Federation (LWF) has wisely emphasized that this 

anniversary is not a “celebration” but a “commemoration”.  

It’s a time to reflect on past divisions in 

the Body of Christ that is the Church and 

to repent the misrepresentations that 

have taken place during those 500 years.  

It’s a time also to affirm our unity in Christ 

through baptism. 

In October and November, Trinity and 

Holy Family Roman Catholic Parish met for 

a series of conversations and a time of 

worship to commemorate the 

anniversary.  It was a wonderful time of mutual affirmation 

in the Gospel of Christ.   

On October 31st Pope Francis and LWF leaders met in Lund, 

Sweden to launch a year long commemoration of the 500th 

Anniversary of the Reformation. Both Pope Francis and LWF 

President Bishop Munib Younan spoke of the prophetic and 

faithful role of Luther in leading an essential reform and 

went on to talk about the perpetual and on-going need for 

the church to reform. It was an amazing event to see the 

Pope and LWF leaders leading worship together – the 

culmination of 50 years of Lutheran – Roman Catholic 

dialogue at the international level. 

Each year, the World Council of Churches (WCC) and the 

Roman Catholic Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian 

Unity invite churches throughout the world to remember 

Jesus’ prayer for his disciples that “they may be one so that 

the world may believe” (John 17:21). Congregations and 

parishes all over the world exchange preachers or arrange 

special ecumenical celebrations and prayer services. 

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is traditionally 

celebrated between January 18th – 25th – that is between the 

feasts of St Peter and St Paul. This year’s theme is 

appropriate to the 500th Anniversary Commemoration of 

the Reformation – “Reconciliation – the love of Christ 

compels us”. The theme is taken from Second Corinthians 

chapter 5. The resources and worship template were 

prepared by churches in Germany. 

In New Hamburg, Trinity is inviting Holy 

Family Parish especially – but also the other 

congregations in town to join in a special 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity prayer 

service on the Thursday evening of that week 

– January 19th at 6:00 pm at Trinity.   

I hope you will be able to join in that special 

service. We’ll join in song with Trinity’s choir 

and other church choirs as we sing of our unity in Christ – 

The Church’s One Foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord.   

It’s a time to reflect on 

the past divisions in 

the Body of Christ. 
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At the Congregational Call Meeting on December 18th, we 

heard from our Call Committee Chair and the President and 

Secretary of our Congregational Council. Our Call Committee 

had made a unanimous recommendation to our Council 

with the name of a candidate who could serve as Trinity’s 

next pastor. The Council unanimously endorsed this 

recommendation. At the meeting, we as a congregation 

voted to extend a call to the pastor candidate. After this 

season of waiting and watching, we continue to wait just a 

little longer, as the pastor now has some time to consider 

the call to Trinity Church. 

 

We thank the Call Committee who has worked tirelessly to 

bring Trinity to this important milestone in our shared faith 

journey. 



From the Council 

Jackie Currah, Finance Portfolio 

As chair of the finance committee, I work closely with our 

congregational treasurer, Bob Ruthig, and greatly appreciate 

all of his hard work and guidance. I present the monthly 

financial statements to council and try my best to explain the 

current state of our finances. 

This time of year the budget for the upcoming year is in 

process. All council committees and Trinity staff are 

approached to provide their budget estimates for the coming 

year. Our congregational treasurer, Bob Ruthig, puts 

together projected figures based on how he expects the 

current year to come together, along with the council and 

staff budget estimates.  At this point Pastor Stephen and I 

work with Bob to determine any other items that may need 

to be considered for the budget.  There are always changes 

that need to be considered for the budget from year to year, 

this year is no exception:  with the closure of the daycare, 

the vacancy in our Peel Street parsonage and the 

anticipation of a new pastor, all of these items can have a 

significant impact on our budget. 

The current trend for our general fund is that the envelope 

revenues are lower than budgeted, however our general 

expenses seem to be better than budget. So, we expect to 

see a deficit to the end of the year in our general fund. 

Our capital fund has taken a hit this year with the largest 

items being the replacements of our church boiler and the 

roof on the Wilmot Street house.  This leaves our capital 

fund balance at the end of November at only $10,615, 

including 2015 carryover. 

Another role of finance is to establish the counting teams.  

Each month one member of council oversees the counting of 

the offering plate which also typically includes 2 members of 

the congregation. This work load has significantly decreased 

over the years due to the PAR program.  We hope that 

members will continue to consider PAR for their offering as it 

assists the church in consistent giving patterns as well as 

decreases the work load for our counting teams. 

We all need to consider our offerings for the year and please 

take note that Christmas Day is the last Sunday of 2016.  We 

hope to overcome our shortfall for the year and I know we 

can if we all continue to work together. 

As we begin a new year please prayerfully consider your 

offerings for 2017. Your financial gifts enable Trinity to 

participate in God’s mission in the world. 
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Blanket Exercise 

On Saturday, January 14th from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm at 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Tavistock, the Nith Valley Ministry 

Area will host a Blanket Exercise. This unique simulation 

learning helps participants understand the relationship 

between Indigenous and non-Indigenous people in our 

country.  

This is an opportunity to discuss a part of Canadian history 

that we rarely learn, and it fits with the Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission’s recommendations for 

churches. Please consider joining us. 

Financial Update 

 General Fund Capital Fund Transfers 

Income $228,954 $14,143 $26,844 

Outgo ($242,574) $18,875 ($40,853) 

Balance ($13,620) ($4,732) ($14,009) 

Year-to-date figures updated through November 30th, 2016 

Ecumenical Worship 

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is held each year 

from January 18th (The Feast of St Peter) to January 25th 

(The Feast of St Paul).  

This year, Trinity will host a special worship service on 

Thursday, January 19th at 6:00 pm.  This service of scripture, 

song and prayer builds on our earlier Lutheran-Roman 

Catholic conversations, and invites other congregations in 

New Hamburg as well.  The service to be used is designed by 

the World Council of Churches and the Vatican. 
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On That Note 

Jamie Courtney, Minister of Music 

That we may live out your impassioned response 

to the hungry and the poor; that we may live out 

truth and justice and grace, let us pray to the Lord. 

These words are part of the Kyrie in Holy Communion Setting 

Eight in Evangelical Lutheran Worship. From Dakota Road, a 

Lutheran contemporary music outfit, the music for this Kyrie 

is upbeat and the text is relevant to the modern worshipper, 

without wading into the oversentimentality that tends to 

creep into some of the contemporary music available today. 

When we worship together it is important that we sing the 

“our” and not just the ”me”. This Kyrie hits that mark nicely. 

We sang bits of Setting 8 throughout Advent, and most 

reaction that made it’s way to me was positive. We were 

well served to have Meghan and Allie serve as our cantors, 

for the Kyrie in particular. The did a great job of helping us 

blend music written in the past decade or so with music 

written much earlier, that which has a longer legacy in our 

collective memories. 

Meghan and Allie, along with Ian on guitar, also introduced 

us to a new song, “Choose to Hope” by Marty Haugen, a 

contemporary institution himself. Haugen had written this 

text only days before Advent, in response to a request from 

his congregation for music that could speak to some of the 

despair and divisiveness following some difficult months in 

the United States. 

When we sing new music, we have an opportunity to 

connect with our contemporary society, to hear the voice of 

poets and hymn writers calling our attention to the yearnings 

we know all too well.  

After Christmas, we’ll go back to a more familiar Holy 

Communion setting, and then revisit Setting 8 for Lent, when 

hopefully we’ll have our new pastor joining us. Through 

repetition, those words and music more freshly written 

become part of our musical canon, our shared experience. 

Then, we’ll keep up the search for something else new, 

something else fresh, to keep us ever experiencing Christ and 

his mission in new and relevant ways. 

ADVENT PROJECTS 
by the numbers 

100 
kits 

We set a stretch goal for our We Care 
Bags this year, a 33% 
increase over 2015. 
And—we did it! We 
prepared 100 Living 
and Learning Kits for 
Canadian Lutheran 
World Relief. 

ONE 
giant bag 

We put an appeal for our mitten 
tree, and you came through! We 
had a great big bag of mittens, hats, 
and scarves for Wilmot Family 
Resource Centre. 

48 
tins 

Many, many bakers, including Trinity 
youth, set to work to make our annual 
Christmas Cheer 
cookie tins a 
success. 48 tins 
went out to seniors 
and shut-ins in our 
community. 

5 
hampers 

We missed getting information in 
time on Christmas Hampers for 
Wilmot Family Resource Centre, but 
Trinity folks came together to help 
anyway!  We called them, and they 
still had 5 individuals in need. We 
got the job done—providing food 
and a gift for each. 

70 
pairs 

We asked  for socks for House of 
Friendship, and you came through in 
a big way! Lots of socks 
are on their way to keep 
feet warm in Waterloo 
Region. 

Do not neglect to do good and to share what you 
have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.  

 

Hebrews 13:16 NRSV 
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Church Council News 

Nancy Brodrecht, Council Secretary 

Church Council met on December 14th for their regular 

monthly meeting.  

Jackie Currah reviewed a draft budget for 2017. There are 

some adjustments to be made before council votes on the 

budget at the January meeting. Jackie also updated council 

on our current financial status. As of the end of November 

we are further behind our budget needs than expected. If 

you are able to provide an extra gift to support Trinity’s 

ministry and services, thank you. Tax receipts will be 

provided for 2016 offerings – please get them to the church 

office by December 29th. 

Bob Anger and Gerry Baan will do a walk-through 

assessment of work that needs to be done on the Peel Street 

parsonage.  There may be some painting and minor repairs 

to the walls, but overall things should be in pretty good 

shape. Pastor Stephen noted the banister going upstairs 

needs to be stabilized. Bob also noted that one of the 

burners on the stove in the Wilmot Street house had to be 

replaced.  

Interfaith has a new rental rate for 2017. A small task team is 

needed to meet in January with Jamie Courtney, Pastor 

Stephen, Lisa Akey and Terry Keller, the Interfaith board 

chair, to outline future lease arrangements, rent increases 

and related details.  Interested individuals should speak with 

Pastor Stephen or Jamie. 

Kate Murray has agreed to do the 2016 audit, after the tax 

season in 2017. 

Council accepted the draft agreement for Judy Riley for her 

cleaning services.  A signed copy will be kept on file. 

Mutual Ministry is completing staff contracts for 2017 and an 

update of the personnel policies. 

Council set an annual meeting date of February 5th, 2017.   

Details were finalized for the call meeting on December 18th. 

Carol, Laurie, Nancy, Barry will distribute and count ballots.  

Lynn will chair the meeting. 

Claire Otterbein is resigning as Financial Recording Secretary.  

A list of names were suggested as possible replacements. 

Pastor Stephen reported on the new location for 

Confirmation Camp: Camp Kintail, a Presbyterian Church 

camp north of Goderich.  All indications are that it looks 

great! 

A piano agreement has been made between Trinity Lutheran 

Church (represented by our Congregational Council and 

Minister of Music) and Anne Schubert concerning the 

storage and use of Anne Schubert’s Kawai grand piano at 

Trinity Church.    

We are in need of two people to serve on council for a 3-year 

term.  If you are interested, speak with Pastor Stephen, Lynn 

Thompson, or any member of council. 

In anticipation of a pastor accepting our call, council has set 

Pastor Larson’s last Sunday as interim pastor for February 

12th. He will work through the end of February, taking some 

days as remaining vacation time. Leads are being pursued to 

fill any Sunday vacancies that may arise between Stephen’s 

farewell and the arrival of the new pastor. 

Labyrinth Walks 

Have you ever experienced a 

Labyrinth walk?  This ancient 

prayer form involves walking a 

circular maze with a guided 

format of reflection and prayer. 

An opportunity to experience a 

Labyrinth Walk will take place at 

Steinmann Mennonite Church on Thursdays and Saturdays 

this winter.  Dates and times are: 

 Thursdays: December 29th, January 12th and January 26th 

from 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm 

 Saturdays: February 18th and March 4th from 9:00 am to 

11:30 am 

Pastor Patricia Wagler is a trained labyrinth facilitator and 

will guide the experience.  Cost is $15 per session or $10 per 

session if you attend three or more. 
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 Lynn Thompson, president  Stephen Larson, interim pastor 
Helen Toman, visitation pastor   Brian Racho, sexton 

Jamie Courtney, parish administrator & minister of music  
Ron Leonard, honourary assistant pastor  Gywin Murray, emerita director of music 

On Friday, January 27th, Trinity youth are invited to attend a 

Kitchener Rangers game at The Aud. The Rangers play the 

North Bay Battalion at 7:30 pm. Tickets need to be reserved 

soon. Please contact Nancy Dale via email for details and 

cost: roger.dale.kci@gmail.com. 

Confirmation students and youth are invited to attend the 

Nith Valley Ministry Area Blanket Exercise at Trinity Lutheran 

Church, Tavistock on Saturday, January 14th from 1:00 pm to 

3:00 pm. Trinity’s Confirmation class will meet  Saturdays, 

January 21st, February 4th and February 11th from 10:00 am 

to noon. 

2017 Confirmation Camp will meet at Camp Kintail, north of 

Goderich, on the shores of Lake Huron.  The program will 

focus on the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation.  In 

addition to worship and Bible study, activities will include 

faith walks, canoes and kayaks, high & low ropes, archery 

and rock climbing, and more. Dates are August 27th to 

September 1st.  Costs are still being determined, but Trinity 

should again be able to provide a partial subsidy to any of 

our youth. 

Youth Happenings Gentle Readers 

The January selection for Trinity’s Gentle 

Readers Book Club is All the Light We 

Cannot See by Anthony Doerr. The group 

meets again on January 17th at 7:00 pm in 

Trinity Hall. All are welcome! Simply come 

to the meeting having read the selection 

in advance. See you there! 

Annual Meeting 

The Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, February 5th, 

following worship. Here we will review our mission and 

ministry over the last 12 months, and look to the year 

ahead. 

Content to be included with the Annual Report should be 

submitted by Friday, January 6th. Annual Reports will be 

made available for review two weeks prior to the Annual 

Meeting. Financial reports will follow. 

Farewell, Pastor Larson 

Sunday, February 12th will be Pastor Stephen Larson’s last 

Sunday as Trinity’s interim pastor. We’ll have worship that 

day at 9:30 am as usual, followed by a luncheon.  

Details will follow shortly for the luncheon, but for now, 

mark the date on your calendar to join us in giving thanks 

for Stephen’s ministry at Trinity these last two and a half 

years. 

Thank You! 

Thank you to all of the people who helped with the annual 

distribution of Christmas cookies within our community. 

Thanks to those who provided cookies and cookie tins. 

Thanks to our youth and their helpers who made cookies 

this year. Thanks to the people who prepared and 

assembled the cookie tins, who wrote out the cards and 

prepared the address labels. Thanks to all the people who 

helped with deliveries and visits. The cookie tins looked 

lovely and they brought a lot of happy smiles. 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

First Sunday of Christmas 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
 
No education programming 
 

2 
Church office 
closed 
 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 

3 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
9:30 am 
Prayer Circle 
 
No Handbells 
 

4 
9:30 am 
Nith Valley 
Leaders meet 
in Wellesley 

5 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
 
 
No Choir 

6 
 

7 
7:30 pm 
AA 

8 
Baptism of Our Lord 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures, Youth, 
 Adult Learning 
 

9 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
 
 

10 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
9:30 am 
Prayer Circle 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 

11 
7:30 pm 
AA 

12 
9:30 am 
Confirmation 
Camp Planning  
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 

13 
5:00 pm 
Trinity Dove 
Deadline 
(February) 

14 
1:00 pm 
Blanket  
Exercise in 
Tavistock 
7:30 pm 
AA 

15 
2nd Sunday after the Epiphany 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures, Youth, 
 Adult Learning 
1:30 pm Lutheran/Anglican Worship 
 at Nithveiw 

16 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 

17 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 
7:00 pm 
Gentle Readers 
 

18 
7:00 pm 
Church Council 
7:30 pm 
AA 
 

19 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
6:00 pm 
Ecumenical 
Worship 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 

20 21 
10:00 am 
Confirmation 
Class 
7:30 pm 
AA 

22 
3rd Sunday after the Epiphany 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures, Youth, 
 Adult Learning 

23 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 

24 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 

25 
7:30 pm 
AA 

26 
9:00 am 
Dove Prep 
12:00 pm 
New Hamburg 
Ministerial 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 

27 

7:30 pm 
Youth to  
Rangers Game 

28 
7:30 pm 
AA 

29 
4th Sunday after the Epiphany 
9:30 am Community Worship 
  with David Pfrimmer 
  preaching  
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures, Youth, 
 Adult Learning 

30 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 

31 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 

 

January 2017 Trinity Church 
New Hamburg 

 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
Ecumenical Worship Service 

Thursday, January 19th 
6:00 pm at Trinity 

Please invite your friends to join us! 


