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Sabbaths and Celebrations 
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Sunday, February 5 
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
 Community Worship at 9:30 am 
 Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
 Annual Meeting 
 Faith Adventures: The Wilderness 
 No youth or adult education 
 
Sunday, February 12 
Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 
 Community Worship at 9:30 am 
 Retirement Luncheon for  
   Pastor Stephen at 11:30 am 
 No education programming 
 
Sunday, February 19 
Seventh Sunday after Epiphany 
 Community Worship at 9:30 am 
   with Rev. Doug Reble presiding 
 Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
 No Faith Adventures or Youth 
 Adult Learning: CLWR 
 
Sunday, February 26 
Transfiguration of Our Lord 
 Community Worship at 9:30 am 
   with Rev. Riitta Hepomaki presiding 
   and Appassionata Choir 
 Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
 Faith Adventures: The Wedding at Cana 
 Adult Learning: What is Helsinki Mission? 
 
Wednesday, March 1 
Ash Wednesday 
 Community Worship at 7:00 pm 
   with Rev. James Brown presiding 
 
Friday, March 3 
World Day of Prayer 
 Ecumenical Worship at Holy Family Catholic Church 

at 7:00 pm 

Sunday, March 5 
First Sunday in Lent 
 Community Worship at 9:30 am 
   with Rev. James Brown 
 Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
 Faith Adventures: The Wedding at Cana 
 Adult Learning: International Pulpit Exchange 

Nithview Worship 

On the third Sunday of each month, Trinity and St. George’s 

Anglican host an Anglican/Lutheran worship service with 

Holy Communion at Nithview at 1:30 pm. All are welcome 

for this community service, both residents of Nithview, and 

those for whom a later worship service is desirable.  

It looks like, for 2017, we’ll have a rotation of Trinity 

musicians come to provide some music for these services. 

Thanks to Lisa Hagen, Keith Thompson, Dean Clarke, Valerie 

Brenneman, and Jamie Courtney for your willingness to 

assist! 

Sacraments and Seasons 

On January 20th, there were two deaths in the congregation: 

Stephanie May and Clarence Stever. The funeral for 

Stephanie was held at Trinity on January 25th, and the funeral 

for Clarence was held at Trinity on January 26th. 

On Sunday, February 12th, Trinity’s new congregational 

council will be installed during the worship service. 



Once and Future Pastors 

The Rev. Dr. Stephen Larson 

At worship on these Epiphany Sundays of January and 

February, we’re reading consecutively through Paul’s first 

letter to the church at Corinth. On January 15th we began at 

chapter one with words that echo my own thoughts as I 

conclude my tenure as interim pastor at Trinity:   

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the 

grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus. 

(I Corinthians 1:2) 

I give thanks to God for our partnership in 

ministry during these past 30 months. This 

entire interim time has been lived out 

under the question – What is the future to 

which God is calling us as a congregation? 

Piece by piece, step by step, meeting by 

meeting, worship by worship, prayer by 

prayer the answer has been emerging for 

us. 

We have dreamed dreams and envisioned visions through 

town hall meetings and a congregational survey. We have 

identified areas of expertise we seek in our next pastor and 

called Rev. Tanya Ramer to serve as our pastor beginning in 

March. In the midst of her own time of transition, Pastor 

Tanya also looks to the future to which God is calling.    

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America has a motto:  

God’s Work. Our Hands.  As we identify the future to which 

God is calling us, God is also equipping us for ministry and 

mission.  How will your hands be used to bring our dreams 

and visions to life? 

When visiting with prospective members, I tell them about 

Trinity Lutheran Church.   I describe the amazing gifts that we 

have and the challenges that might become opportunities for 

us. I always tell them that this congregation is so talented 

and capable that we can, with God’s help, do anything we 

want in terms of mission, outreach, ministry. 

At a recent adult education session on Trinity history, Ernie 

Ritz shared a wonderful story about a former Baptist pastor 

in New Hamburg who spoke at the installation of his 

successor pastor. The pastor encouraged the congregation to 

support the new pastor with their presence, their prayers 

and their purse.  It’s a great line. 

To those Trinity members who have distanced themselves 

from the congregation, I invite you to re-engage with the 

congregation.  Gift the community with your presence and 

support Pastor Tanya in her ministry.  To those Trinity 

members who regularly attend worship, educational and 

service opportunities, thank you for your faithful presence. 

To all our members, continue to hold Pastor 

Tanya in your prayers as she goes through 

the grief of concluding her ministry at 

Bethany Lutheran Church and saying “God be 

with you” (i.e. “Good-bye”) to parishioners, 

friends and colleagues in ministry – even as 

she is enthusiastically looking forward to 

beginning her ministry with us. And then 

continue to pray for her throughout her 

ministry in New Hamburg. 

Let this time of transition also be a time to reflect on your 

purse and your life of stewardship.  It takes a lot of money 

to undergird parish ministry, maintain an aging church 

building, support staff and programs of ministry and mission. 

We finished 2016 with a financial deficit.  To all our 

members, please reflect on the abundance of gifts God has 

provided for you – “our selves, our time and our 

possessions” as the offertory prayer describes – and 

prayerfully consider the financial gifts you will offer in 

thanksgiving to support God’s work.    

God’s Work. Our Hands. As we prepare to welcome Pastor 

Tanya, we need all our hands to enable God’s work. Are you 

able to help with one of our areas of ministry? Is leadership 

in worship or singing in the choir an area to explore?  Do you 

want to grow in your faith through participation in Bible 

study or a book discussion group or serving in the 

community? Are you able and willing to engage in youth 

ministry or teach the younger members of the congregation?   

As I conclude my service as interim pastor, thank you all for 

the privilege and opportunity to serve with you in this 

remarkable congregation. 

Support the new pastor 

with your presence, 

your prayers, and  your 

purse. 
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From the Council 

Lynn Thompson, Congregational President 

February is shaping up to be another busy month at Trinity. 

Excitement is high as we anticipate the arrival of our new 

pastor, Tanya Ramer.  Our Call Committee spent long hours 

in prayer, discussion and reflection, ultimately presenting 

Tanya’s name to the Council, who unanimously affirmed 

their choice. At a special meeting of the congregation way 

back on December 18th our congregation overwhelmingly 

endorsed the work of this group of dedicated members. We 

owe our thanks to the following members of Trinity who 

served on the Call Committee: chair Lori Arnott,  Rob Murray, 

Rick Ritz, Judy Gueguen, Emily Morrison, Don Jardin, Brenda 

Grebinski, and myself, ex officio member as Council 

President.  You will hear lots more about Tanya in the weeks 

to come.  

Our Annual Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, February 5th 

after worship. This is your opportunity to hear all that is 

going on, to question any items for clarification, to 

participate by voting as needed, and to approve the budget 

for 2017. Our congregational treasurer, Bob Ruthig, worked 

diligently to prepare a budget that accurately reflects what 

we can expect this year.  Bob’s task would be made easier if 

more members would choose to be on the PAR (pre-

authorized remittance) program. This plan ensures 

consistent giving patterns. Please consider calling the church 

office and signing up for PAR.  February 5th is just around the 

corner. I urge you to be present at the Annual Meeting. 

The following Sunday, February 12th, will be Parson Stephen 

Larson’s final day in the pulpit at Trinity or elsewhere as a full

-time pastor. You won’t want to miss this special celebration 

of Stephen’s 40 plus years in ministry. We have planned a 

few surprises during the service. Following worship, 

everyone will gather for lunch at 11:30. Be sure to check 

your ticket for details and remember to not share the details 

with Stephen! At the luncheon, we will thank Pastor Stephen 

for his ministry to Trinity and the wider church. We have 

been blessed to have Stephen’s leadership and support 

during these 2 ½ years of intentional interim ministry. His 

grace, his humour, his sensitivity, and his boundless energy 

have endeared him to our congregation. Speaking of 

boundless energy, Stephen’s first task in retirement is to 

continue as chairperson of the International Worship 

Planning Committee for the 12th Assembly of the Lutheran 

World Federation meeting in Windhoek, Namibia May 10th to 

17th, 2017.  Stephen represents the North American Region 

ELCIC and ELCA at this Assembly.   

Although February 12th is Stephen’s last day in the pulpit, he 

will be in the office until February 22nd, at which time he will 

take one week of holidays owing to him, February 22th to 

28th. We have arranged a number of guest preachers who 

will grace us during the weeks after Stephen completes his 

ministry and until Pastor Tanya Ramer completes her term in 

Woodstock and joins the Trinity staff. February 19th, Rev. 

Doug Reble, Assistant to the Bishop, will be in the pulpit. 

Pastor Reble was the Synod representative who so capably 

guided Council and the Call Committee through the process 

of selecting our new pastor. February 26th we are fortunate 

to have Rev. Riita Hepomaki, the other Assistant to the 

Bishop, as our guest preacher. Beginning with Ash 

Wednesday, March 1st, Rev. James Brown will be in the 

pulpit until our new full-time pastor, Tanya Ramer, joins us 

on Monday, March 20th.  

During this time of transition, anyone in need of emergency 

pastoral care should call Jamie in the church office. He will 

refer you to one of several area pastors who have willingly 

agreed to step in as needed. Of course, our own Pastor Helen 

Toman, who already visits shut-ins regularly, is at the top of 

the list.  

That’s all for now. Look for a detailed welcome to our new 

pastor, Pastor Tanya Ramer, in our March issue of the Dove 

and emailer.  
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Financial Update 

 General Fund Capital Fund Transfers 

Income $264,464 $18,241 $2,406 

Outgo ($271,681) $18,875 ($2,406) 

Balance ($7,217) ($634) $0 

Year-to-date figures updated through December 31st, 2016 
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On That Note 

Jamie Courtney, Minister of Music 

During a guest preaching stint, Pastor James Brown referred 

to his own music-making, about how he gained experience in 

his earlier years by participating in the music programs of a 

variety of denominations. 

Musicians, as church folk, are often times a little more 

mobile than other church goers, I find. Sometimes, musicians 

go where the work is, and, other times they go to volunteer 

as an extra voice in a friend’s musical endeavor.  

All of this is to say: music making in the church isn’t done on 

an island. A musician that makes music in just one place for 

his or her whole life, either paid or volunteer, misses out on 

the opportunity to be enriched and informed by the 

influences of others. 

It’s great that several of our Trinity music folks will be 

helping out at the monthly Anglican/Lutheran Eucharist at 

Nithview. Many Lutherans I know would consider a worship 

service, especially a Holy Communion service, to be 

incomplete without music. I’m grateful to our Trinity folks 

who will join me in taking a turn throughout 2017 in leading 

the singing at these services: Keith, Dean, Valerie, and Lisa. I 

know that the folks at Nithview, and other folks from the 

community who attend these services, will be glad you are 

sharing your gifts. 

And, once and awhile, we’ll open our doors and invite guest 

musicians in. I’m excited that we’ll have the female choir, 

Appassionata, visiting Trinity from Waterloo-Oxford 

Secondary School on February 26th. I’m sure it will be a 

treat! Trinity’s own Meghan Dale sings with Appassionata. Be 

sure and join us! 

Secret Sisters Potluck 

Our annual Trinity Secret Sisters potluck banquet will be held 

in Trinity Hall on Monday, February 6th at 6:30 pm. At last 

year’s dinner, parish women were paired with one another 

as “Secret Sisters”. Through the year, sisters have sent 

birthday and holiday greetings, small gifts and cards of 

encouragement and support to their “secret sister”. At our 

banquet, the women reveal their identities to their “sister” 

and new sisters are picked for the coming year. It’s always a 

fun night and, of course, the food is fantastic! 

This year we’re thinking of making some changes to the 

programme – placing less emphasis on gifts and more on 

greetings, encouragement, and support of your sister.   

Please give this some thought and bring your ideas to the 

banquet. 

If you’re not a current participant, please consider joining at 

this year’s potluck. If you prefer not to be a Secret Sister but 

would like to join the parish women for a night of good food, 

fun and fellowship, you’d be very welcome! Just let us know 

so we can prepare a place for you. Call Pat Schmetzer (519-

576-0537) for details or to sign up. 

Day of Renewal 

On February 25th, Trinity will host a day of renewal on the 

theme: Love from the Cross. Join Sister Anne Keffer and 

friends for an exploration of the cross as the central Christian 

symbol. Please see the posters at the church for more 

information. 

We’ll meet from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm. There is a $10 cost for 

lunch, and registration is required by February 17th. Please 

use the sign-up sheet in the narthex, or call the church office. 

Sound System 

As noted in the Council News column, there are a couple of 

folks in the congregation who have offered funding to 

provide upgrades to the sound system in worship space, and 

throughout the building. We are grateful for this generous 

offer! 

The funding gets us much of the way towards the goal, but a 

bit of extra mile fundraising will be required. Details will be 

presented at the annual meeting as new business. 
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Church Council News 

Nancy Brodrecht, Council Secretary 

Thank you notes will be given to Lori and Dwane Arnott for 

hosting Council, Staff, and Call Committee members for a 

post-Christmas gathering, Dee and Kitch Radke for watering 

plants, and Doug Miller and Nancy Brodrecht for Christmas 

and Mitten trees. 

Jackie reviewed the December financial statements, noting 

that the General Fund ended up less than budgeted, but in 

better shape than expected.  Thanks to everyone for your 

offerings throughout the year.  Jackie also reviewed the 2017 

budget which council approved. The Endowment Fund 

Committee needs to meet to finalize the distribution of funds 

before the annual meeting in February.  The Endowment 

Fund financial statement will be distributed at this meeting. 

Bob Anger reported on property matters for 2017. This will 

be a year to itemize and prioritize the various areas of 

concern. Quotes will be needed for each project. Areas of 

concern include:  an energy audit of the church, an in depth 

look at the servery project, upgrades to bathrooms outside 

Trinity Hall, finding a new tenant for the vacated Day Care 

space, and repair or replacement of the roof heat exchanger.  

It was also noted that the bathroom floor in the Wilmot 

Street house needs to be repaired soon. Bob will get a couple 

of estimates for this work to be done. 

Pastor Stephen met with the new tenants for the Peel Street 

parsonage. They were satisfied with the condition as it is. No 

painting is required right now, and if down the road they 

want to change the colour scheme, they will do it 

themselves, and Trinity will provide the paint. Ruth Aho has 

prepared a lease agreement that will amortize payments to 

include a last month rent. Day Care has been asked to 

remove the playground equipment, as Trinity is liable if 

anyone gets injured in the playground. 

Barry reviewed the updated Personnel Policies and 

Procedures Manual.  After discussion, council approved the 

policy document. Barry also noted the Code of Conduct 

Manual needs to be reviewed this year. 

Laurie Clarke and Betty Murray are reviewing the names of 

the various rooms in the church. The requested name 

changes may be reported to the annual meeting. 

The installation service for Pastor Tanya Ramer will be April 

2nd at 3:00 pm. There will still be a regular morning worship 

service that day, too. 

Council reviewed a proposal by Soundco to upgrade the 

church sound system to full digital as well as a portable unit 

which can be used elsewhere in the building.  Council 

approved Soundco to go ahead with the Ultra-Premium Bose 

Articulated Line Array Loudspeaker System, contingent on 

some funds coming from two donors who have pledged part 

of the cost.  We would need an appeal to make up the 

difference. 

Council discussed a proposal to purchase a new computer for 

Pastor Tanya’s office.  This computer is included in the 2017 

budget. 

Weekday Lenten Worship 

Trinity will participate in the annual Lenten series, Soup, 

Sandwich, Sermon, and Song. The series is on the 

Wednesdays of Lent, starting on March 1st. 

Trinity and St. George’s host the session on March 8th. 

Contact Pat Schmetzer if you are able to help with the food 

preparations, (519) 576-0537. 

All events are held at noon at Zion United Church on Peel 

Street.  

Annual Meeting 

The Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, February 5th, 

following worship. Here we will review our mission and 

ministry over the last 12 months, and look to the year 

ahead. 

The Annual Report is now available. Please pick up a copy in 

the narthex to review ahead of the meeting. 
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 Lynn Thompson, president  Stephen Larson, interim pastor 
Helen Toman, visitation pastor   Brian Racho, sexton 

Jamie Courtney, parish administrator & minister of music  
Ron Leonard, honourary assistant pastor  Gywin Murray, emerita director of music 

Plans to attend a Kitchener Ranger game have been 

postponed until after Pastor Tanya arrives. Watch for details 

for a Hockey Night sometime after Easter. 

The Nith Valley Ministry Area received a mission grant from 

the Eastern Synod to support the hiring of a youth ministry 

coordinator to serve our fourteen congregations. If you 

would like to nominate someone to serve in this capacity, 

please contact our NVMA Dean, Pastor Bonnie Shelter-

Brown, (519) 573-1499. It is hoped this person will 

coordinate joint youth ministry programming and build 

enthusiasm toward the 2018 youth gathering. 

Trinity’s Confirmation class will meet on Saturdays February 

4th and February 11th from 10:00 am to noon. 

2017 Confirmation Camp will meet at Camp Kintail, north of 

Goderich, on the shores of Lake Huron.  The program will 

focus on the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation—

Liberated by God’s Grace: Salvation Not for Sale, Human 

Beings Not for Sale, Creation Not for Sale. Pastor Tanya will 

be on the teaching staff, and accompany our youth. In 

addition to worship and Bible study, activities will include 

faith walks, canoes and kayaks, high and low ropes, archery 

and rock climbing, and more. Dates are August 27th to 

September 1st.  Costs are $450 per youth,  but Trinity will 

again provide a $100 subsidy to any of our youth. Those 

planning to attend should inform Pastor Larson as soon as 

possible. 

Trinity youth 16 and older are invited to apply to serve as 

counsellors at Confirmation Camp. Application forms are 

available from the church office. Counsellor applications are 

due by the end of February. 

 

Youth Happenings 

Gentle Readers 

The February selection for Trinity’s 

Gentle Readers Book Club is The 

Invention of Wings by Sue Monk Kidd. 

The group meets again on February 

21st at 7:00 pm in Trinity Hall. All are 

welcome! Simply come to the 

meeting having read the selection in 

advance. See you there! 

Farewell, Pastor Larson 

Sunday, February 12th will be Pastor Stephen Larson’s last 

Sunday as Trinity’s interim pastor. We’ll have worship that 

day at 9:30 am as usual, followed by a luncheon. Please 

purchase your luncheon ticket at the reservation table in 

the Katie Luther Room by February 5th.  

While we at Trinity give thanks for Stephen’s ministry with 

us these last two and a half years, February 12th will also be 

an opportunity to give thanks for Stephen’s entire career, as 

he prepares to retire after 42 years of ministry. 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
9:30 am 
Nith Valley 
Leaders meet 
in Woodstock 
 
7:30 am 
AA 

2 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
 
7:00 am 
Trinity Choir 
 
 

3 
 

4 
10:00 am 
Confirmation 
Class 
 
7:30 pm 
AA 

 

5 
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures 
 

Annual Meeting  
after worship 

6 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
 
 

7 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
9:30 am 
Prayer Circle 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 

8 
7:30 pm 
AA 

9 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 

10 
 

11 
10:00 am 
Confirmation 
Class 
 
7:30 pm 
AA 

12 
Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 
Pastor Stephen’s Farewell 
9:30 am Community Worship 
 No education programming 
11:30 am Retirement Luncheon  
 for Pastor Stephen 
 

13 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 

14 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
 
No handbells 
 
Bible Study 
takes a break 
until late March 

15 
7:00 pm 
Church Council 
7:30 pm 
AA 
 

16 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
 
 
No choir 

17 
5:00 pm 
Trinity Dove 
Deadline 
(March) 

18 
7:30 pm 
AA 

19 
Seventh Sunday after Epiphany 
9:30 am Community Worship 
 with Pastor Doug Reble 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Adult Education 
 No Faith Adventures  
 or Youth 
1:30 pm Lutheran/Anglican Worship 
 at Nithveiw 

20 
Family Day 
Church office 
closed 
 
 

21 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 
7:00 pm 
Gentle Readers 

22 
7:30 pm 
AA 

23 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 

24 

 

25 
9:00 am 
Day of Renewal 
at Trinity 
7:30 pm 
AA 

26 
Transfiguration of Our Lord 
Diaconal Ministry Sunday 
9:30 am Community Worship 
 with Pastor Riitta Hepomaki 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures, Youth, 
 Adult Learning 

27 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 

28 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 

 

February 2017 Trinity Church 
New Hamburg 

 

Ash Wednesday  
 

March 1st 
7:00 pm 

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent. Join us for 
Holy Communion with imposition of ashes. Pastor James 
Brown preaches and presides. 

Retirement Celebration for  
Rev. Dr. Stephen Larson 
Please join us on February 12th as Pastor Larson  
retires after 42 years of ministry. 
 

Worship at 9:30 am     Luncheon at 11:30 am 
 

Please purchase your luncheon ticket at the reservation table  
in the Katie Luther Room by February 5th.  


