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Sabbaths and Celebrations 
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Sunday, April 2 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures: Feeding the 5000 
▪ No youth or adult education 
▪ Community Worship at 3:00 pm 
   Pastor Tanya’s Installation Service 
 
Sunday, April 9 
Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures: Feeding the 5000 
▪ Youth and Adults: Introduction to the New 

Hamburg Neighbourhood Association 
 
The Three Days 

Maundy Thursday, April 13 
▪ Community Worship at 7:00 pm 
 

Good Friday, April 14 
▪ Community Worship at 10:00 am 
▪ Prayer Vigil starts at 11:00 am 
 

Easter Vigil, April 15 
▪ Community Worship at 7:00 pm 

 
Sunday, April 16 
Easter Sunday 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Easter Breakfast 
 
Sunday, April 23 
Second Sunday of Easter 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures: Communion 
▪ Youth and Adults: The Theology of Bob Dylan with 

Professor Danial Maoz 

Sunday, April 30 
Third Sunday of Easter 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures: Communion 
▪ Youth and Adults: Reformation Anniversary Part 1 with 

Rev. Dr. Allen Jorgensen 
 
Sunday, May 7 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures: Communion 
▪ Youth and Adults: Interesting Lives with Larry Gravill 
 
Sunday, May 14 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures: Community Walk 
▪ Youth and Adults: Reformation Anniversary Part 2 with 

Rev. Dr. Allen Jorgensen 

Sacraments and Seasons 

Bill Lahn died on January 29th. Erwin Faruzel died on 

February 21st.  Memorial services will be announced at a 

later date. 

Pastor Tanya Ramer was received as a new member via 

transfer in March. 

We anticipate the baptism of Logan Douglas Hanson on April 

15th at the Easter Vigil service. Logan is the son of Ainsley 

Bearinger and Colin Hanson. 



Holy Week: A Story of Servanthood 

The Rev. Tanya Ramer 

The Season of Lent is almost over. The forty days of self, and 

community, preparation and contemplation around prayer, 

almsgiving, and fasting, are bringing us closer to the holiest 

of days in our church calendar – the Great Triduum. In every 

day speak, we call it the Three Days, which includes Maundy 

Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Vigil/Sunday. The Lenten 

journey is a part of the bigger story of Jesus’ ministry of 

service and servanthood.  

When we gather for worship during the three holy days, we 

gather to hear the story of Jesus’ final days on earth, his final 

moments for teaching, for healing, for being physical love 

incarnate in the world. The season of Lent, has led us 

through the temptations of Jesus’ call and ministry, the 

things he struggled with, the joys he brought to those around 

him, all reminding us of our own journey of faith filled with 

trials and celebrations. The holy days from Maundy Thursday 

to the end of Easter Vigil is one entire worship service 

focused on the servanthood of Jesus. 

Maundy Thursday, is the first day of the three holy days. The 

Gospel story for the day focuses on Jesus serving his disciples 

and sharing a meal with them. When the disciples all 

gathered together that evening, they had been on a long 

journey. Tried, dirty, and hungry, the tradition of hospitality 

was to wash the hands of one’s guests to prepare to sit down 

and break bread together. Jesus, knowing the importance of 

tradition, but also the hardship of the journey just taken with 

the disciples, takes hand washing to a deeper meaning. 

Jesus, stooped to wash the feet of his disciples – why feet? 

The thongs the disciples wore, barely covered their feet. 

With the long journey on rock-ridden roads, the disciples’ 

feet were not only dirty, but badly bruised and perhaps even 

bloody. Feet bare the load of our every day journey. Our feet 

take us into unfamiliar places, down paths we may not wish 

to travel – and at the end of the day, we rest our weary feet. 

When Jesus washed the feet of the disciples, it was an 

intimate moment, a moment of trust, yet filled with 

vulnerability and hesitation. A moment that showed the 

depth of Jesus’ servanthood to humanity. And in the same 

symbolic gesture, this Maundy Thursday, we too, will have 

the option to come with our weary feet, vulnerability and 

hesitation exposed, to have our feet washed in worship. To 

prepare ourselves to gather at the table of hospitality, where 

Jesus reminded his followers of the importance to eat 

together, to break bread and share wine. It’s the beginning 

of the story, where Jesus tries to prepare his disciples for 

what is about to happen the next day. 

Good Friday comes one week after the triumphal entry into 

Jerusalem, when followers of Jesus were singing and 

celebrating Jesus and his ministry – a celebration of hope, 

that turns somber with the capture, trial, and crucifixion of 

Christ. Deemed a ‘traitor’ to the Empire, a ‘rule-breaker’ by 

the Pharisees and Sadducees, Jesus is tried and sentenced to 

death because people are uncomfortable with his message 

of unconditional love for all people. The Son of God, who 

during Lent was tempted to take the easy road away from 

this moment, leans into the journey toward the cross, 

carrying his instrument of death, and our reluctance to trust 

our lives to God completely. When we continue our worship 

on Friday morning, we too, will lean into the passion Jesus 

had for God’s people. 

The Vigil of Easter begins with the Service of Light. Because 

the new liturgical day begins at sunset, the Easter fire is 

kindled and the Paschal Candle is blessed and lit. Our sacred 

stories are then remembered – the story of creation, the 

Exodus, the Fiery Furnace, The Dry Bones, The Flood, are just 

a few of the stories about God’s relationship with God’s 

people, including the good news of the Resurrection story – 

a story that invites us to recall our own baptism and life with 

Christ. On the vigil of Easter morning, we share the meal of 

love, like on the night of Maundy Thursday. This time, 

instead of recalling the events of the Exodus and the 

freedom of the Israelites from Egypt’s bondage, we celebrate 

the meal that God, through Christ, extends to all people, a 

meal of grace, of freedom, of hope, and of unconditional 

love. 

The servanthood of Christ, now becomes our call as 

Christians. To live and serve others, as though we have been 

freed from whatever it may be that tries to hold us hostage, 

to bring about the kingdom of God here and now and for all 

eternity. 
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Reconciliation 

Lynn Thompson, Carol Merner, Sister Anne Keffer 

We are all immigrants at some point.  We are actively 

engaged in making new immigrants and refugees feel 

welcome in Canada.  However, we fall far short of the mark 

when it comes to reconciling our past (and current) actions 

with Canada’s first inhabitants- the indigenous peoples and 

nations of this incredible country. 

I have a dream  -  that one day this great nation of Canada 

will truly be one nation united… 

As we think about the Road to Reconciliation, we find 

ourselves travelling along a road with many turns. In the 

words of Ed Bianchi: ‘While the road to reconciliation is a 

bumpy one with many switchbacks and more than a few 

obstacles, the destination is well worth the journey.’ 

How did we get to this point? 

Why did things go this far? 

In elementary school, we discovered that Christopher 

Columbus ‘discovered’ North America. 

Why did we not ask about what he missed? He ignored the 

people who already lived here, who knew how to govern 

themselves, had faith in God the Creator, had a culture, 

revered their elders, and were loved by God. 

Looking back at our high school days, we remember feeling 

indignant with issues surrounding the Civil Rights Movement 

in the USA. It was easy to study that movement and to be 

critical of the treatment afforded the people of colour there. 

Yet, at the same time, right here in the land we love, children 

were being ripped from their families and deposited in 

residential schools, mothers were being treated as second-

class citizens, fathers were unable to provide for their 

families. Were we really so naïve that we knew nothing 

about this situation?  

The Doctrine of Discovery, a series of Papal Bulls written 

between 1452 and 1493, was essentially the church in 

Europe saying to the nations of Europe, “Whatever lands you 

find not ruled by Christian rulers, those people are less than 

human and the land is yours for the taking.”  This doctrine 

has deeply influenced the laws of both the USA and Canada, 

and even more deeply the racism it has engendered. 

Today we have so many unanswered questions, but that is 

okay, that is in the past. What is important now is that we 

move forward to correct some of these injustices. But how? 

It has taken seven generations to lose our native Canadian 

friends. Perhaps it will take seven generations to undo the 

harm, to help them regain their rightful place in Canada. 

The Road to Reconciliation is through Relationship with our 

Indigenous neighbours. It will not be easy. It will take time. 

So let’s get started. Perhaps a bus trip to Woodlands Cultural 

Centre and one of the last Residential Schools in the country, 

in Brantford, close to the Six Nations Reservation, would be a 

good beginning- an opportunity to acknowledge the pain we 

have caused, the injustices committed, an opportunity to 

listen respectfully as they share honestly all of the emotions 

generated over these seven generations. 

We are excited to begin this journey toward Reconciliation. 

Will you join us? 

April 2017 | page 4 

Gentle Readers 

The April selection for Trinity’s Gentle 

Readers Book Club is Tell by Frances 

Itani. The group meets again on April 

18th at 7:00 pm in Trinity Hall. All are 

welcome! Simply come to the meeting 

having read the selection in advance. 

See you there! 

Pastor Tanya will be attending a required class for her PhD 

continuing education studies on Tuesdays in May. 

Unfortunately, this has impacted our desire to resume 

Tuesday Bible studies now that she’s arrived at Trinity.  

We’ll continue the hiatus with Bible study through the 

spring, and look to resume sessions again in the autumn. 

Details to follow in the coming months. 

Tuesday Bible Study 
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On That Note 

Jamie Courtney, Minister of Music 

The Three Days are almost here, bringing our Lenten journey 

to a close. We started that journey on Ash Wednesday, as 

Pastor James Brown had us pack our bags with the things we 

needed to get “on the road again”. 

Music accompanies us on our faithful journey, a 

constant companion for the road ahead. And, 

music will have a role in the  drama that is the 

Three Days. 

On Maundy Thursday, as we come forward for 

absolution, the chief word of forgiveness absent 

from the Ash Wednesday liturgy at the beginning 

of Lent, we sing “Forgive Your People, Lord”. As our Maundy 

Thursday worship unfolds, and after we’ve been invited to 

have our feet washed in loving service, we strip the chancel 

and altar of furnishings and adornments, as we hear Psalm 

88. The psalmist declares: “O Lord, my God, my Savior, by 

day and night I cry to you”. Leaving in the starkness of this 

stripped space, we ready ourselves for the next morning. 

On Good Friday, official rubrics suggest that music have a 

more restrained role, or that there might be no music at all. 

(For a people who sing their faith, it seems odd to me that on 

this central day we would not sing!) Especially 

powerful are the words of the Solemn Reproaches of 

the Cross. Set to music, this text recounts the saving 

acts of God, and our rejection of them in the 

crucifixion of Christ. This year we welcome Leslie 

Belland to sing this moving text for us, set to a 

restrained jazz backdrop. Powerful stuff.  

At the great Vigil of Easter, the Three Days draw to a 

close. Our ensemble of musicians with guitar, sax, 

piano and vocals, will lead us in remembering the ancient 

stories of faith, and in celebrating the Christ’s resurrection. 

Set around a pillar of fire, this multisensory worship is the 

highlight of the church year.  

Consider joining us for these worship services at the end of 

our long Lenten journey! 

On March Break, our youth met to take in a movie, The 

Shack, and met again to go bowling. It was a terrific turnout 

for both events! Thanks to Lori Arnott and Nancy Dale for 

organizing these outings! 

PHOTO CREDIT: DAVE MELLO 

Confirmation Classes 

For the last couple of years, Trinity confirmation classes have 

been a combination of joint sessions, often field trips, with 

the other Nith Valley Ministry Area congregations, 

complimented with Trinity-only teaching sessions with 

Pastor Larson. 

For the remainder of the school-year Pastor Tanya aims to 

meet with our confirmation students a few more times. 

For students who will be completing their second year of 

confirmation classes, they will be confirmed on All Saints’ 

Sunday, November 5th, 2017. Those students will also 

participate in Witness Sunday in October. 

And, all confirmation students are encouraged to attend 

Confirmation Camp! The deadline for registration has now 

passed, so speak to Pastor Tanya now if you are still 

interested. 

 

March Break Mania 
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Financial Update 

 General Fund Capital Fund Transfers 

Income $38,273 $3,758 $2,697 

Outgo ($44,963) $0 $1,017 

Balance ($6,690) $3,758 $1,680 

Year-to-date figures updated through February  28th, 2017 

Church Council News 

Nancy Brodrecht, Council Secretary 

Pastor Tanya received a warm welcome from council 

members. Her first council meeting was a busy one! 

Council members for property have been very active this 

past month. The bathroom in the Wilmot Street house has 

been assessed and plans made to bring it up to an acceptable 

standard. Costs for the entire project will be available for 

next council meeting. Funds for this upgrade will come from 

the miscellaneous capital fund. Minor repairs on the Peel 

Street house have been completed. Property folks have also 

been working with the New Hamburg Neighbourhood 

Association, as renovations continue in Buehlow Hall for an 

anticipated April 1st start-up. 

Jackie reviewed the February financial statements, noting 

both the general and capital funds are in line with the 

budget.  

A learning committee has been set up to oversee the 

children, youth, and adult learning groups. The committee 

includes Leanne Freitag (children), Lori Arnott and Nancy 

Dale (youth), Carol Merner (adults), Jim Arbuckle and Nancy 

Brodrecht (support). 

Council discussed a request for additional wheelchair space 

in the sanctuary. Further investigation is needed as to the 

best location and the best way to do this. 

Lynn read a letter from the Eastern 

Synod, thanking Trinity for our 

benevolence offerings in 2016. The 

people of the Eastern Synod 

contributed $1,458,021 in 

undesignated offerings to support the 

ministries of the wider church. In 

addition congregations contributed more than half a million 

dollars to Canadian Lutheran World Relief, church camps and 

a variety of other ELCIC related ministries. 

Prayer Vigil 

Each year, Trinity hosts a prayer vigil from Good Friday 

through Holy Saturday. Individuals or families from the 

congregation sign up for one-hour timeslots from the 

conclusion of the morning Good Friday liturgy, through to 

the Easter Vigil service on Saturday night. 

In this personal time of devotion, as folks contemplate 

Christ’s death and resurrection, many will pray, sing, or 

read. Consider signing up for a timeslot or two. The sign-up 

sheet is in the narthex at Trinity. 

Quilt Raffle 

Our youth will be holding a quilt raffle starting April 2nd. 

Tickets are $2 each or 3 for $5. Proceeds support Trinity 

participation in the 2018 youth gathering. 
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 Lynn Thompson, president ▪ Tanya Ramer, pastor 
Helen Toman, visitation pastor ▪  Brian Racho, sexton 

Jamie Courtney, parish administrator & minister of music  
Ron Leonard, honourary assistant pastor ▪ Gywin Murray, emerita director of music 

Trinity’s congregation council is pleased to announce that we 

have forged a new partnership with the New Hamburg 

Neighbourhood Association. This non-profit, volunteer-run 

organization has been active in Wilmot Township for 5 years, 

providing low-cost arts and recreation programming for 

children. Effective April 1st, this new agreement will see the 

Neighbourhood Association use Buehlow Hall, the former 

daycare space. 

This mutually beneficial relationship provides a permanent 

site for the Neighbourhood Association, and provides Trinity 

revenue for an otherwise unused space. We look forward to 

a long relationship with them!  

Thank you to those council members involved in forming this 

new partnership, and to those who have assisted in 

preparing the physical space. For more information on the 

Neighbourhood Association, including program schedules, 

visit www.nhna.ca.  

Look for the Neighbourhood Association chair, Spencer 

Hammond, to make a presentation during Adult Education 

on Sunday, April 9th. We’ll hopefully get a tour of the newly 

renovated space, too! 

A New Partnership for Trinity Spring Women’s Event 

On Saturday, April 22nd, 2017 there will be a Women’s 

Conference at St Philip’s Church, 236 Woodhaven Road, 

Kitchener (near Fairview Mall). The theme for the day is 

CELEBRATE.  

▪ Celebrate the Reformation with Robert Kelly, 

Professor Emeritus at Waterloo Lutheran Seminary.  

▪ Celebrate with music – Pastor Richard Schwass. 

The event is hosted by St. Philip’s and Maranatha Lutheran 

Church. Registration is $15 which includes lunch. 

Registration begins at 9:30 am and the programme begins at 

10:00 am. Sperlings Church Supply will have a display during 

the day. 

It will be a great day! If you are interested in registering, 

please call Pat Schmetzer 519-576-0537. We can arrange a 

car pool from the church if you need a ride. 

Organ Recital 
Sunday, May 7th at 3:00 pm 

Concert organist Ian Sadler presents 

music by Bach, Brahms, Handel, 

Mendelssohn, and Widor on the 

Gabriel Kney organ at Trinity Church. 

A freewill offering supports the work 

of Canadian Lutheran World Relief. 

Refreshments to follow. 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

2 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures 
 No youth or adult ed 
3:00 pm Installation Service 

3 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 

4 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
10:30 am 
Prayer Circle 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 

5 
9:30 am 
NVMA Rost. 
Leaders in 
Tavistock 
12:00 noon 
SSSS at  
Zion United 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 
7:30 pm 
AA 

6 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
 
 

7 
 

8 
7:30 pm 
AA 

9 
Palm/Passion Sunday 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures, Youth, 
 Adult Learning 
 

 

10 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
 
 

11 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 

12 
12:00 noon 
SSSS at  
Zion United 
7:30 pm 
AA 

13 
MAUNDY 
THURSDAY 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 pm 
Worship 
8:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 

14 
GOOD  
FRIDAY 
10:00 am 
Worship 
11:00 am 
Prayer Vigil 
starts 
 

15 
HOLY  
SATURDAY 
7:00 pm 
Easter Vigil 
Worship 
 
7:30 pm 
AA 

16 
Easter Sunday 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:45 am Easter Breakfast 
1:30 pm Lutheran/Anglican Worship 
 at Nithview 

17 
Church office 
closed 
 
5:00 pm 
Trinity Dove 
Deadline 
(May) 

18 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 
7:00 pm 
Gentle Readers 

19 
7:00 pm 
Church Council 
7:30 pm 
AA 
 

20 
6:30 pm 
NVMA  
Leadership 
Team at Trinity 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 am 
Trinity Choir 

21 
 

22 
7:30 pm 
AA 

23 
Second Sunday of Easter 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures, Youth, 
 Adult Learning 

24 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
 
 

25 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 

26 
7:30 pm 
AA 

27 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 
7:00 pm 
NVMA  
Roundup in 
Wellesley 

28 

9:00 am 
Confirmation 
Camp Meeting 
at Camp Kintail 

29 
7:30 pm 
AA 

30 
Third Sunday of Easter 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures, Youth, 
 Adult Learning 
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We gather for confession and forgiveness, and footwashing, as we remember 
Jesus’ commandment to love one another. 
 

Good Friday 
We contemplate the Passion of Jesus through the words of the Gospel of 
John, and the solemn reproaches of the cross. 
 

Easter Vigil 
We gather on Saturday night around a pillar of fire to hear the ancient stories 
of our faith, aflame with the good news of the resurrection. 


