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Sabbaths and Celebrations 
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Sunday, May 7 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures: Communion 
▪ Adult Learning: Interesting Lives with Larry Gravill 
▪ Confirmation Class with Pastor Tanya 
▪ Organ Recital at 3:00 pm 
 
 
Sunday, May 14 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures: Community Walk 
▪ Youth and Adults: Reformation Anniversary Part 2 

with Rev. Dr. Allen Jorgensen 

Sunday, May 21 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ No Faith Adventures or Youth/Adult Learning  
        (Victoria Day long weekend) 
▪ Anglican/Lutheran Worship at Nithview at 1:30 pm 
 
 
Sunday, May 28 
Seventh Sunday of Easter + Music Sunday 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures Year End-Party 

Sacraments and Seasons 

On April 15th, at the Easter Vigil, Logan Douglas Hanson was 

baptized, and received as a new member. Logan is the son of 

Ainsley Bearinger and Colin Hanson. 

Grace Nauman died on March 30th. A family interment 

service will take place at a later date. 

Trinity will welcome new members on May 14th. If you are 

interested in joining the congregation, please speak to Pastor 

Tanya. 



Trinity’s Guest Preachers 

The Rev. Tanya Ramer 

In my first month at Trinity, I have been watching and 

listening to the rhythms of life in the congregation, meeting 

new people, and hearing stories. And, I’ve also been asking 

questions; questions about worship, learning events, policies 

and processes. And time and again, I’ve heard an openness 

to exploration, growth, playfulness, partnerships, and 

faithfulness to ministry in this place and the community.  

Building partnerships and sustainable relationships was 

foundational to Jesus’ ministry. When Jesus sent his disciples 

out into the world, he sent them in pairs to share the work 

(Luke 10:1-2). We also learn from Jesus, that we see God in 

others when we build relationships with one each other 

(Matthew 18:20). 

Recently we heard a presentation from our newest partners, 

the New Hamburg Neighbourhood Association and an 

invitation to find ways to work together was extended. We 

share a partnership with InterFaith Counselling as well, 

through marriage preparation and any other areas of 

expertise they can share. And all the groups that partner 

with us for space usage needs and outreach provide 

resources to the New Hamburg and surrounding 

communities. 

One of the biggest opportunities for building relationships 

and partnerships, happens in the transition time of staff and 

with portfolios. The ongoing question of engaging all the 

important areas of ministry is an important one. With one 

pastor instead of two, a full-time office administrator, and a 

visitation pastor, we are all working together to create 

meaningful encounters. And there is openness to exploring 

other partnerships as well. 

Trinity has a long-standing relationship with having guest 

preachers in the pulpit on Sunday mornings. Seminarians, 

local rostered leaders, pulpit exchanges, retired rostered 

leaders, and interns. The community has always valued 

hearing a variety of perspectives on the gospel, intermingled 

with local and worldly context for engagement. 

That tradition is renewing itself at Trinity for the 2017 year. 

In consultation with council members responsible for 

Worship and Music, and Trinity staff, we are planning to 

invite a variety of proclaimers of the gospel into our pulpit. 

Once a month or so, a familiar or new face to the community 

will join us for worship.  

May God continue to guide us in building partnerships in this 

place and the community we serve. 
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Coming Soon: Field Placement Student 

The Rev. Tanya Ramer 

Waterloo Lutheran Seminary has contacted Trinity to invite 

us into a partnership for the academic year starting in fall 

2017.  

Trinity has been a supportive environment for seminary 

students to ask questions, develop pastoral identity, and 

grow in the Lutheran tradition. So, this fall, we will journey 

with a second year seminarian, offering an environment to 

explore worship, preaching, and pastoral care. 

The official position we’re offering is that of a “field 

placement student”. The student will be in the parish for 

about 8-10 hours per month, including some Sundays. All of 

this is different than a traditional third year internship, with 

more onerous supervisory requirements. 

Its our pleasure to support the wider church in this 

partnership. And, we look forward to welcoming our student 

this fall! 



From the President 

Lynn Thompson, congregational president 

Question:   How many Lutherans does it take to  

         change a lightbulb?  
 

Answer:    As many as possible! 

Spring is in the air, a time when anyone who owns a home 

starts to think about tackling some of those repairs and 

renovations we have tried to ignore over the long, dark 

winter months. Trinity Council has been doing the same 

thing: thinking about sprucing up our 

church home so we can feel proud of it 

for years to come. At the Annual 

Meeting in February, Council committed 

to tracking expenses during 2017 for our 

properties. We have slated some time 

this summer to focus on this issue, and 

will bring information to our next Annual 

Meeting, so that we can make informed 

decisions and move forward together. 

This will happen.  

In order to manage the work needed at 

Trinity, we have asked our team of 

Property Guys — Bob Anger, Jerry Baan 

and Mike Gascon — to give us some 

indication of what’s what at Trinity.  The 

response was staggering!  These three 

handed over a list of about 98 items that 

required attention. Some items were 

minor and some were of a more serious 

nature, but all 98 were important for our 

comfort and future well-being at Trinity. 

How do we handle such an overwhelming list?  Mike says it’s 

easy!  To avoid feeling overwhelmed, he suggests developing 

a rolling five-year plan.  So that is what 2017 is all about.  

Property is taking this time to examine the list, prioritize it, 

and to tackle the work as and when needed.  Unless we 

proceed in this fashion, some of the items on the list will 

deteriorate to a point where it is just too costly to fix them. 

As with our own homes, for safety reasons, some items must 

be tackled quickly when they arise.  This is why the plan is 

termed a rolling plan — new items will be added yearly and 

their priorities will be reassessed.  Like everyone else on 

Council, and indeed everyone else who serves at church on 

an ongoing basis, Bob, Jerry and Mike have lives outside of 

Trinity, too! I get exhausted just listening about all the hours 

these three Trinity Faithfuls devote to our church on our 

behalf. What impresses me is that they tackle each new task 

willingly, because it must be done.  What amazes me is that 

they do so with smiling faces and with all the energy they can 

muster. We all owe Bob, Jerry and Mike (along with their 

families who support them as they leave 

home so often to head off to the church 

again) a huge vote of thanks. There is a 

way we can all support them in their 

work here, to ensure they do not burn 

out and become lost to the Property 

Committee and Council.  While they will 

always be along to help, support and 

guide the work, they could really benefit 

from a list of willing volunteers on 

whom they could call at a time when 

they might be needed. Many hands 

make light work. Please consider giving 

me your name, along with an indication 

of the type of help you might be willing 

to offer occasionally. You might have 

some knowledge and experience in 

plumbing, electrical, structural, minor 

repairs, painting, general maintenance, 

HVAC, vacuuming, dusting, scrubbing, 

trucking… the list goes on and on. I will 

create a volunteer list for them. They 

will call on you occasionally, and I do stress occasionally, to 

help them out.  It is a way we can work as a team at a time 

when this is so very necessary. Thank you for adding your 

name to our list of volunteers!  

Thank you to everyone who does help out at Trinity. There 

are countless members who say yes when called upon to 

contribute their time. With a list, the Property Committee 

can save time and tackle more tasks more efficiently.  Please 

add your name to our list! Just give me a call on my cell 

phone at 226-220-9389. Come on, make my day! 

May 2017 | page 4 



May 2017 | page 5 

On That Note 

Jamie Courtney, Minister of Music 

The job of a church musician is unique in the musical world. 

Many other musicians count success by applause and 

ovations. “Encore” the crowd shouts! These musicians get 

instant feedback from their audience. 

But, not so for our church music 

folks. The church musician’s 

identity is intrinsically tied to the 

liturgies which he or she serves. 

“Deepen the mystery” as has 

been said.  

From time to time a parishioner 

will take me by the arm and 

make a heartfelt comment about 

how the music has touched 

them. Take our recent services 

over The Three Days.  Many 

worshipers have commented to 

me and others about the Good 

Friday music, with our terrific pairing of soloist Leslie Belland 

and choir. Would applause have been appropriate? Not 

really, especially at this liturgy. But, the highest praise comes 

in the forms of comments like one uttered to me: “that 

music stayed with me for days.” 

If you were with us for Maundy Thursday, you would have 

heard an elegant cello supporting our song. On Easter Vigil, 

we had sax with guitar, piano, and vocals. A week earlier, on 

Gentle Readers 

The May selection for Trinity’s Gentle 

Readers Book Club is The Elegance of 

the Hedgehog by Muriel Barbary. The 

group meets again on May 16th at 

7:00 pm in Trinity Hall. All are 

welcome! Simply come to the 

meeting having read the selection in 

advance. See you there! 

Palm Sunday, it was our Paraclete Wind Ensemble. 

Through our various expressions, Trinity music-makers are 

shaping the worship life of our community. These folks put in 

many, many hours of rehearsal. 

Theirs is a sacrifice of praise, 

and it is very much appreciated, 

as evidenced in the quiet 

comments, and coffee hour 

chatter. 

Let me give my own thanks, 

especially for the work over Holy 

Week and the Easter season. 

We couldn’t do it without you — 

all of you! Thanks to our own 

Trinity Choir (with all our extra 

singers), Trinity Handbell 

Ensemble, and Paraclete Wind 

Ensemble. Thank you to Lisa 

Hagen, Lori Arnott, Allie Courtney, Meghan Dale, and Ian 

McCurdy for terrific work at the Vigil. And, a thanks to our 

visiting musicians: Hannah McPherson on Maundy Thursday, 

Leslie Belland on Good Friday, and Gabriella Ellingham at the 

Vigil. 

Thanks to all these folks for their tremendous efforts. And, 

thanks to your for your continued support of our shared 

music ministry! 

Following Sister Anne Keffer’s adult education sessions on 

the report from the Truth and Reconciliation Commission 

(TRC), several members of Trinity have met with Sister Anne 

Keffer to discuss what Trinity can do in response to report 

recommendations.  Exciting ideas are already being 

generated.  The task force would like all voices of our 

congregation represented.  If you are a youth or young adult 

interested in the TRC, come and join us.  Please see Sister 

Anne for details. 

Youth Representative Needed 
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Financial Update 

 General Fund Capital Fund Transfers 

Income $58,151 $5,206 $4,832 

Outgo ($66,698) $0 $3,420 

Balance ($8,547) $5,206 $1,412 

Year-to-date figures updated through March 31st, 2017 

Church Council News 

Nancy Brodrecht, Council Secretary 

At our March meeting, property members updated council 

on various ongoing projects in the church. Bathroom 

renovations in the Wilmot Street house were approved, and 

will begin as soon as possible. Replacement of the back 

porch door and the exit door to the upstairs porch were also 

approved. 

Council discussed various sound proofing options for the 

ceiling above the Interfaith counselling rooms, due to the 

increased noise levels from the New Hamburg 

Neighbourhood Association, (NHNA) activities and programs. 

A barn-style door will be placed in the stairwell next to the 

courtyard to help block some of the noise. 

Creative Beginnings Day Care have gifted their playground 

equipment to the NHNA pending their insurance coverage. 

Surplus funds from Pastor Stephen’s retirement celebration, 

due to lower than anticipated meal costs, will be used for the 

Kitchen Servery Project. 

Council is exploring ideas on how best to make additional 

wheelchair space in the sanctuary. Speak to anyone on 

council if you have suggestions. 

Spring Fundraiser 

Trinity Youth will 

once again be selling 

gift cards to Colour 

Paradise greenhouse 

in Mannheim. You 

can purchase cards beginning Sunday, May 7th following the 

service.  Two hundred and fifty cards $20 will be available – 

first come, first serve. Thank you for your support in raising 

funds for future youth events, including a possible trip to 

Houston, Texas for the 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering. 

And the Winner Is... 

Congratulations to Joyce Lass, the winner in the youth quilt 

raffle! Thanks to all those folks who supported the youth 

through the purchase of raffle tickets! 

Organ Recital 
Sunday, May 7th at 3:00 pm 

Concert organist Ian Sadler presents 

music by Bach, Brahms, Handel, 

Mendelssohn, and Widor on the 

Gabriel Kney organ at Trinity Church. 

A freewill offering supports the work 

of Canadian Lutheran World Relief. 

Refreshments to follow. 
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 Lynn Thompson, president ▪ Tanya Ramer, pastor 
Helen Toman, visitation pastor ▪  Brian Racho, sexton 

Jamie Courtney, parish administrator & minister of music  
Ron Leonard, honourary assistant pastor ▪ Gywin Murray, emerita director of music 

On May 10th, the 12th Assembly of 

the Lutheran World Federation 

(LWF) opens in Windhoek, 

Namibia. 

Our ELCIC is sending four 

delegates to this assembly -- 

National Bishop Susan Johnson, 

Bishop Larry Kochendorfer, Pastor 

Katherine Altenburg and Mr Daniel Leblanc. 

Several other ELCIC folk will attend as visitors or observers, 

including Pastor Rebecca Larson.  Pastor Stephen Larson will 

attend as chair of the International Worship Planning 

Committee. 

What happens at an assembly? Well, at the 1970 5th 

Assembly in Evian, France Stephen and Rebecca Larson were 

both youth representatives. At the Pre-Assembly Youth 

Gathering in Mexico City they met for the first time.  And 

well...  the rest is history! 

At the 12th Assembly the overall theme is Liberated by God's 

Grace with three sub-themes:  Salvation:  Not for Sale, 

Human Beings:  Not for Sale and Creation:  Not for Sale. 

Among the issues to be highlighted there are three: 

1. 500th Anniversary of the Reformation emphasizes that 

the LWF is a global citizen,  polycentric and that the 

Reformation is on-going.  Approximately half the 

population of Namibia is Lutheran.  The President of 

Namibia in a Lutheran.  In the north of the country, 

nearly 80% of the population is Lutheran.  The LWF 

Hospital Visits 

Please remember to let the church office, or Pastors Tanya 

or Helen, know if you or a loved one are in the hospital . 

Trinity’s pastors are pleased to offer pastoral care wherever 

you may be. 

General Secretary is from Chile and the LWF President is 

from Palestine. 

2. To be Lutheran is to be Ecumenical -- during the 500th 

anniversary there is an emphasis on ecumenical 

accountability as evidenced by the Lund event on 

October 31st with Pope Francis helping to launch the 

anniversary year. Eleven international ecumenical guests 

will be in Windhoek. 

3. To be Lutheran is to be Diakonal -- showing concern for 

refugees and vulnerable people is at the core of our 

Lutheran identity. The first resolution of the first LWF 

Assembly in 1947 in Lund was about refugees, urging 

advocacy for a generous welcome for refugees and 

displaced persons after World War 2 while also 

advocating for freedom of religion to worship in their 

own language and conscience. 

The Assembly will be live streamed.  For more information 

on the event, visit the LWF web site at 

www.lutheranworld.org    

12th Assembly of Lutheran World Federation 

The Rev. Dr. Stephen Larson 

http://www.lutheraNworld.org


Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 

2 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
10:30 am 
Prayer Circle 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 

3 
9:30 am 
NVMA Rost. 
Leaders in 
Gads Hill 
7:30 pm 
AA 

4 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 
 
 

5 
 

6 
7:30 pm 
AA 

7 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures, Youth, 
 Adult Learning 
10:45 am Confirmation Class 
 
3:00 pm Organ Recital  
 with Ian Sadler 

8 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
6:30 pm 
Task Team on 
Building  
Indigenous 
Relationships 
 
 

9 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 

10 
7:30 pm 
AA 

11 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 

12 
5:00 pm 
Wedding  
Rehearsal 
5:00 pm 
Dove Deadline 
(June Issue) 

13 
12:30 pm 
Stagg/Sapwell 
Wedding 
7:30 pm 
AA 

14 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures, Youth, 
 Adult Learning 

15 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 

16 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 
7:00 pm 
Gentle Readers 

17 
7:00 pm 
Church Council 
7:00 pm 
Shared NVMA 
Leadership 
Conversation 
7:30 pm 
AA 
 

18 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 am 
Trinity Choir 

19 
 

20 
7:30 pm 
AA 

21 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
1:30 pm Anglican/Lutheran Worship 
 at Nithview 
 
No Faith Adventures or Youth/Adult 
Learing 

22 
Victoria Day 
 
Church office 
closed 
 
 

23 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 

24 
7:30 pm 
AA 

25 
9:00 am 
Dove Prep 
9:00 am 
LARC Day of 
Renewal 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 
 

26 

 

27 
10:00 am 
Conf. Camp  
Counselor 
Training,  
Cambridge 
7:30 pm 
AA 

28 
Seventh Sunday of Easter  
+ Music Sunday 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures  
 Year-End Party 

29 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
 
 

30 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
 

31 
7:30 pm 
AA 
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