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Sabbaths and Celebrations 
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Sunday, May 28 
Seventh Sunday of Easter + Music Sunday 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures Carnival 
▪  
Sunday, June 4 
Day of Pentecost 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ No education programming for the summer 
 
Sunday, June 11 
The Holy Trinity 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Rose Planting at 11:15 am at Holy Family in 

Commemoration of the 500th Anniversary of the 
Reformation 

Sunday, June 18 
Second Sunday after Pentecost 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Anglican/Lutheran Worship at Nithview at 1:30 pm 
 
Sunday, June 25 
Third Sunday after Pentecost 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
 
Sunday, July 2 
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 

Sacraments and Seasons 

Rev. Paul Schult, Trinity’s Pastor from 1975 to 1981, died on 

May 1st. A funeral service was held on May 6th in 

Southampton, Ontario. 

On May 13th, Emma Stagg and Fred Sapwell were married at 

Trinity. Pastor Tanya Ramer officiated. 

Trinity welcomed new members on May 14th. We received 

Carolin Heinze, Phil Heinze, Cathy Spencer, and Reid Spencer 

via membership transfer. 



Our Shared Ministry 

The Rev. Tanya Ramer 

As many of you know, Trinity is a part of the Nith Valley 

Ministry Area (NVMA), an area of Lutheran congregations in 

the Eastern Synod. In our ministry area, there are fourteen 

congregations who come together for worship, learning, 

conversation, and fellowship. Our geographic span includes 

Woodstock to Milverton, Stratford to New Dundee, and all 

points in between. We are fourteen congregations: God’s 

love in action. 

The area ministries, once known as conferences, are “a 

grouping of congregations based on geography or other 

mission-related criteria. Areas will not 

exist as a governance function, but as a 

way of encouraging local outreach and 

ministry. The intent is to encourage 

congregations to work together so we can 

be ‘better together.’ Some areas might 

work together for vacation Bible school, 

youth groups or confirmation ministries. 

Areas will be encouraged to look at the 

needs of their local community or region 

and decide what kind of outreach ministry they can best 

provide together. Areas will address questions such as: Is 

there a crack in the system? A need for senior’s day 

programming? A food bank? Some areas may even choose to 

have their rostered ministers work cooperatively. As Christ 

calls us we will bear each other’s burdens and share each 

other’s joys.1”  

The NVMA took the National Church’s vision seriously as it 

began its ministry together. Since the creation of the 

ministry area, roughly three years ago, we have joined 

together for Round-Ups to discuss challenges and joys in 

ministry, how to address difficult questions, and we have 

worshiped together. We also come together to create a new 

youth worker position to serve our ministry area, beginning 

later this summer. 

Perhaps the most critical place we have come together is in 

shared ministry conversations. Our ministry area has held 

three such meetings, to have honest conversation about 

possible rostered ministers and congregations working 

cooperatively, to serve the shared outreach needs in our 

congregations. What comes out of these meetings is an 

opportunity for all the congregations to share where they are 

in ministry, and ask questions to discern what partnerships 

there may be in offering programs, sharing insights, and 

working together in their communities.  

At the most recent shared ministry conversation on May 

17th, a few key themes emerged for considering sharing 

ministries further: we must be courageous in 

the exploration, and not allow fear to stop 

our dreams; we are called to focus on the 

opportunities before us and not the 

problems that might slow us down; sharing 

ministry is about strengthening relationships 

because we are stronger together; and we 

are called to work from within our assets 

(our abundance), and not let the notion of 

scarcity be the driver of what we can or 

cannot do. In John’s gospel (14:12), Jesus reminded his 

disciples, “Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me 

will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 

works than these.” God is calling us together, so that we 

might do greater works. May we be open to where the Spirit 

leads us: in conversation, in relationships, and in ministry. 

We believe that when we work together our mission and our 

ministry is multiplied. That’s why it’s “better together!” 

For more information on Nith Valley Ministry Area events 

and opportunities, please speak with Pastor Tanya Ramer or 

Sister Anne Keffer. 
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1 
http://elcic.ca/Structural-Renewal/documents/StructuralRenewal-MissionFocused.pdf 

We are called to focus 

on the opportunities 

before us, and not on 

the problems that 

might slow us down. 



From the President 

Lynn Thompson, congregational president 

Spring is in the air…finally! The birds are singing. Our resident 

robin has hatched five wee babies. The hyacinths and tulips 

are in full bloom. This might be my favourite time of year.   

Around Trinity, life is really buzzing. 

Interfaith and the other user groups 

are busy, a fact which really makes 

me smile. Now, we have added a new 

group to the mix: the New Hamburg 

Neighbourhood Association, who 

have completed two months in their 

new home at Trinity. How wonderful 

it is to see the wee girls in their tutus 

bouncing down the halls to their 

ballet classes, grinning from ear to 

ear in anticipation of another session, 

dancing in front of the mirrors 

generously donated by our Trinity 

community. The young boys are 

thrilled to be in their new location for 

their karate classes, too. Music, 

drama, and more—it is all happening 

here at Trinity!   

June 10th is the spring clean-up day 

here, and we have had a terrific 

response to our call for help on that day, to put a shine on 

everything.  We can always use more help, so if you have 

some time, please do come out and lend a hand on June 10th. 

Thank you also to everyone who filled out an orange form, 

indicating your willingness to help occasionally with 

whatever needs doing at the moment throughout the year. 

This list will allow the Property team to take a well-earned 

break once in a while. If you have not 

completed a form but might be 

willing to help, please call the office 

and your name will be added to the 

list. We can never have too many 

helpers!  

While many of us are planning 

vacation time, Trinity is still buzzing. 

The Nurturing Faith Committee has 

met and is busy planning programs 

for kids through adults for next fall. 

The Truth and Reconciliation 

Committee is looking at ways we can 

all share in activities around 

Indigenous People and reconciliation. 

Council has booked a retreat to look 

to the years ahead. Rick Ritz and 

Pastor Tanya will head west this 

summer to the ELCIC National 

Convention. The list goes on! More on 

these topics at a later date.  

Once again, thank you one and all for your willingness to 

help, to say yes, to chip in as you can, and when you can. 

Trinity is a wonderful church home because of you! 
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Gentle Readers 

The June selection for Trinity’s 

Gentle Readers Book Club is Come, 

Thou Tortoise by Jessica Grant. The 

group meets again on June 20th at 

7:00 pm in Trinity Hall. All are 

welcome! Simply come to the 

meeting having read the selection in 

advance. See you there! 

Faith Adventures children recently helped out 

in their community litter walk. 

Still Some Left! 

Trinity Youth are 

selling gift cards to 

Colour Paradise in 

Mannheim, and still 

have some left! 

Purchase your $20 card after worship, while supplies last. 

Thank you for your support in raising funds for future youth 

events, including a possible trip to Houston, Texas for the 

2018 ELCA Youth Gathering. 
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On That Note 

Jamie Courtney, Minister of Music 

We’re at the end of another 

church program year — where 

has the time gone!  

I’m grateful to all those folks 

who have participated in music 

ministry since September—

singers, ringers, strummers, 

drummers, tooters, and more. 

Trinity folks have much musical 

talent, and I’m grateful to all of 

you who assist so capably! 

Next fall, we’ll gear up again, and welcome back Trinity 

Choir, Trinity Handbell Ensemble, Paraclete Wind Ensemble, 

our youth musicians, and various soloists. I’ll spend time 

throughout the summer selecting music for these various 

ensembles. It’s a time consuming, but fun, job! 

If you’ve not participated in our musical worship leadership, 

and would consider a role at Trinity, please speak to me. 

There’s a place for your in our faithful journey! 

Michael Coren, well-known 

broadcaster and commentator 

on issues of religion, is 

scheduled to be the keynote 

speaker at a daylong Anglican-

Lutheran conference 

commemorating the 500th 

anniversary of the Reformation 

through creative expressions of 

worship, music, preaching, 

spirituality, and justice from the 

past and present. 

Co-sponsored by Waterloo Lutheran Seminary and Renison 

University College. 9:00 am to 4:00 pm on Saturday, June 

17th. The event takes place at Renison University College, 240 

Westmount Road, Waterloo. Cost is $50, including HST, 

lunch and parking.  

Register at http//:reformation.renison.ca. Registration closes 

June 9th. For details contact Allen Jorgenson, Waterloo 

Lutheran Seminary, ajorgenson@wlu.ca 519.884.0710 

x3619. 

WLS/Renison Event 

Holy Family’s Catholic Women’s League has invited folks 

from Trinity Lutheran Church to join with them 

in a special event to further commemorate the 

500th Anniversary of the Reformation. Our two 

churches will gather together to plant a white 

rose to symbolically recognize our faith as 

sisters and brothers in Christ.  

In this important anniversary year, Pope Francis 

and the ELCIC’s Bishop Susan Johnson have 

encouraged Lutherans and Catholics to take 

steps toward Christian accord. This event will be 

a terrific follow-up to the joint worship service 

and learning sessions hosted last fall by Pastor Stephen 

Larson and Father Steve Murrin.  

Rose Planting at Holy Family 

So, why a rose? The Catholic Women's League of Canada has 

asked all their council presidents to consider 

hosting a rose planting event with Lutheran 

congregations. It was selected because the 

white rose is a feature in the of the Luther 

Rose, the personal seal of Martin Luther. 

Please join us at Holy Family on June 11th at 

11:15 am for this event. Following the 

planting of the white rose, there will be light 

refreshments.  

All are welcome to head over to Holy Family 

following worship at Trinity. 

Michael Coren 
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Financial Update 

 General Fund Capital Fund Transfers 

Income $84,638 $7,250 $7,200 

Outgo ($91,024) $330 $8,615 

Balance ($6,386) $6,920 ($1,345) 

Year-to-date figures updated through April 30th, 2017 

Church Council News 

Nancy Brodrecht, Council Secretary 

Council gathered on May 17th for our regular monthly 

meeting. Our property members continue to be busy 

evaluating and fixing various concerns within the church and 

residences. The bathroom renovation in the Wilmot Street 

house is well underway and should be completed soon. The 

air conditioner unit which services Interfaith Counselling was 

checked and does not need to be replaced. Parts for regular 

maintenance of this unit will be ordered and replaced on an 

as-needed basis. The bathroom floor in Buehlow Hall will be 

removed by the end of the week. An audit of the fire alarm 

system and emergency exits has taken place. Four of the 

battery packs in various units failed and will be replaced as 

soon as possible. The floor receptacle for the grand piano’s 

humidifier system has been purchased and will be installed 

as time permits.  

Property members are drafting a list of jobs to be completed 

at the Spring Clean-Up day on June 10th. If you can spare a 

few hours, we would welcome your help in any capacity. 

Snacks and lunch will be provided. 

Our property folks spend a lot of time at the church to stay 

on top of maintenance issues as they come up. They do a lot 

of work on their own time and we are very grateful for their 

efforts. A huge thank you to all! 

Council discussed the responsibility we have to make the 

sanctuary seating arrangement more accessible for folks with 

wheelchairs and walkers. Various options were discussed 

and it was decided we should go ahead and make changes 

once a proposal is drafted. 

The New Hamburg Neighbourhood Association has installed 

their mirrored wall in Buehlow Hall and it looks great. Many 

thanks to those who contributed to our bake sale to raise 

funds, and to our youth and their families who organized this 

initiative. 

A reminder that the next issue of Trinity Dove is a double 

issue for July and August. The deadline for submissions is 

June 16th. 

Trinity Dove in the Summer 

Summer Flowers 

We’ve extended our range of dates on our flower chart to 

include all the weeks of the summer and into the fall. 

Consider signing up for a week or two. Flowers can be given 

in remembrance of an occasion, either solemn or joyous, or 

for no reason other than to brighten our worship space! 

Please fill in your name on the chart in the narthex if you 

care to contribute. Flowers from your garden or your 

favourite florist are always welcome! 

We could use a few more helpers to assist in preparing our 

Coffee, Juice, and Conversation fellowship. Duties involve 

coming a little early to set up, and sticking around to clean 

up, three or four times per year. Training is provided! Please 

speak to Jamie in the church office if you can help. 

Coffee Helpers 
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 Lynn Thompson, president ▪ Tanya Ramer, pastor 
Helen Toman, visitation pastor ▪  Brian Racho, sexton 

Jamie Courtney, parish administrator & minister of music  
Ron Leonard, honourary assistant pastor ▪ Gywin Murray, emerita director of music 

Trinity is gearing up for a three 

part Faith in Film series: Stories of 

the Land. Part One will feature four 

films under the sub-theme of 

Families on the Land. Please join us 

in Trinity Theatre on Thursdays in 

June at 6:00 pm! 

June 1st — Before Tomorrow  (to be confirmed) 

(Marie-Hélène Cousineau and Madeline Ivalu, 2008) 

Produced by a women’s Inuit film collective and set in the 

Nunavik region of Northern Québec in the 1840s, this story 

follows an isolated grandmother and grandson, after a 

smallpox epidemic brought by traders devastates their 

community. (Inuktitut with English subtitles) 

 

June 8th — Eve and the Fire Horse  

(Julia Kwan, 2005) 

Two Chinese-Canadian sisters confront differing spiritualities 

as they adjust to changes in their immigrant community in 

1960s Vancouver.  

Faith in Film: Stories of the Land 

June 15th — Stories We Tell  

(Sarah Polley, 2012) 

A very personal documentary chronicles the Toronto actress/

director’s attempt to find out the truth about her own family 

history.  

 

June 22nd — Still Mine  

(Michael McGowan, 2013) 

In rural New Brunswick, an 89 year old man is determined to 

build a new house for his wife whose memory has begun to 

fade.  

 

If you haven’t attended a Faith in Film event at Trinity, please 

consider this your invitation to do so! Thanks to the expert 

skill of Trinity’s own Sherry Coman, Stories of the Land will be 

the twenty-fourth Faith in Film series at Trinity. Besides 

viewing the film together in our very own theatre (in air-

conditioned comfort), Sherry leads a short reflective 

conversation after each screening. Please join us — you’d be 

most welcome! 

The next issue of Trinity’s Worship Rota will be available on 

Sunday, June 18th. The content will cover the second half of 

2017, from July 2nd through Christmas. 

Thank you to our dozens of folks who participate in our 

Sunday morning worship leadership: acolytes, assisting 

minister, musicians, greeters, ushers, altar guild folks, and 

fellowship hosts! 

Worship Rota 

Together, local congregations are holding the Bridges 

Vacation Bible School at Mount Zion Lutheran Church (29 

Westmount Road in Waterloo) daily from 9:00 am to 4:00 

pm from July 10th  to 14th. Ages 5 to 11. Theme is “Hero 

Central.” Cost is $100 including lunches, snacks and T-shirt. 

Registration closes when spots are filled or on June 1st. 

Contact Heidi at bridgesvbs@gmail.com. 

Vacation Bible School 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
 
6:00 pm 
Faith in Film 

2 
 

3 
10:00 am 
Church Council 
Retreat 
 
7:30 pm 
AA 

 

 

4 
Day of Pentecost 
9:30 am  Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
 

5 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
 
 

6 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
 
10:30 am 
Prayer Circle 
 

7 
9:30 am 
Nith Valley 
Leaders meet 
in Waterloo 
 
7:30 pm 
AA 

8 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
 
6:00 pm 
Faith in Film 
 

9 
 

10 
9:00 am 
Spring  
Clean-Up Day 
at Trinity 
 
7:30 pm 
AA 

11 
The Holy Trinity 
9:30 am  Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
11:15 am Rose Planting at Holy Family 

12 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 

13 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
 

14 
7:30 pm 
AA 
 

15 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
 
6:00 pm 
Faith in Film 

16 
5:00 pm 
Trinity Dove 
Deadline 
(July/August) 

17 
7:30 pm 
AA 

18 
Pentecost 2 
9:30 am  Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
1:00 pm  Nithview Anglican/Lutheran 
       Worship 

19 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 

20 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
 
7:00 pm 
Gentle Readers 

21 
7:00 pm 
Church Council 
Meeting 
 
7:30 pm 
AA 

22 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
 
6:00 pm 
Faith in Film 

23 

 
 

24 
7:30 pm 
AA 

25 
Pentecost 3 
9:30 am  Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 

26 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 

27 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
 

28 
7:30 pm 
AA 

29 
9:00 am 
Dove Prep 
 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
 

30  

Spring Clean-Up Day 
Saturday, June 10th is our annual spring clean-up 

day at Trinity! Many hands make light work as we 

tidy up and take care of some odd jobs around the 

church properties. Lunch provided. 


