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Sabbaths and Celebrations 
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Sunday, September 3 
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Pastor Helen Toman preaches 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
 
Sunday, September 10 
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost + Rally Sunday 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Congregational Potluck Lunch 
▪ Faith Adventures Registration 
 
Sunday, September 17 
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures, Youth 
▪ Adult Education: Surfing the Edge of Chaos—

Church in a Changing World with Pastor Tanya 
▪ Anglican/Lutheran Worship at Nithview at 1:30 pm 

Sunday, September 24 
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures, Youth 
▪ Adult Education: Stewardship of our Property with council 

representatives for Finance and Property 
 
Sunday, October 1 
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures, Youth 
▪ Adult Education: TBA 
▪ Camp Edgewood Farewell from 2:00 pm to 8:00 pm in 

Eden Mills. 

Sacraments and Seasons 

On August 8th, Trinity received Julianne and Amadeo Rubino 

as new members at Trinity. Welcome, folks! 

In late June, a few Trinity folks made a presentation on our 

behalf to the Jamaican guest workers at Pfennings. The folks 

there were appreciative of this gesture, an annual tradition 

of welcome. 

Thanks, Trinity! 

Ushers Needed 

Trinity could use one or two more ushers for our regular 

rotation. Ushers take turns on a regular schedule, serving 

once every four weeks.  Folks of all ages are welcome to 

participate in this ministry of worship and hospitality, and 

volunteer hours are available for students. Speak to Ken 

Seltzer or Jamie Courtney if you are interested. 



Honouring the Past, Present, and Future Church 

The Rev. Tanya Ramer 

One of my favourite movies growing up was The Lion King. I 

especially liked the part in the movie when Simba, a young 

lion, is being instructed by the wise old monkey, Rafiki. 

Simba is bemoaning that his past is tainted, and he’s 

wrapped up in his perceived participation in the death of his 

father. Simba’s identity in that moment does not allow him 

to hear any reasoning from Rafiki, so Rafiki hits him on the 

head with his walking stick. 

Simba asks, “why did you hit 

me?” to which Rafiki responds, 

“it doesn’t matter, it was in the 

past!” Rafiki then takes another 

swipe at Simba, only this time 

Simba ducks, missing the bop on 

the head. The lesson being that 

we can learn from our past; it 

doesn’t have to hold us hostage 

in the present; and the learning 

will move us forward in the 

future. 

The Church is an institution that 

has a strong identity in its past, 

an institution that in 2017 is 

searching out how to live into current day realities, and a 

church that is pondering what it will look like and be in the 

future. These ponderings are happening all around the Nith 

Valley Ministry Area, and I am willing to bet throughout all 

churches who are in a time of renewal and discernment, 

visioning and mission.  

While the church engages in its present-day ministry, and 

looks to the future, where it holds most strongly to its past, 

is in worship. When folks gather for worship on Sunday 

mornings, in the midst of change in their lives, many come 

wanting worship to be the thing that stays the same. For 

others, the desire for Sunday morning worship (liturgy) to 

reflect more realistically the present-day realities of life is 

what they seek. 

As a part of the worship planning and leadership team at 

Trinity, I hear lots of people say the following, sometimes 

contradictory things: worship needs to be more 

contemplative, or contemporary, or joyful, or traditional, etc. 

Sometimes I hear the desire to sing more of the good ol’ 

German chorales, or praise music, or global song. Are we 

bound to a hymnal or standard worship texts, or are there 

other resources that speak to our faith, our mission, and our 

church in this time and place? 

Trinity is a community who is 

trying to honour the past, live in 

the present, and grow to the 

future. And, whenever old and 

new ideas are posited against 

each other, frustration, and 

even conflict can occur. 

However, the more things 

change, the more they stay the 

same. Even Luther, and those 

involved in reforms throughout 

the centuries, tried to find 

common ground and balance for 

their present-day realities. 

There is a need to know our 

past, so that we can live more 

fully in the present. There is a need to renew and reform 

some of our past understanding of worship so that the Word 

of God is available to all now and in the future.  

Jesus also told them a parable: “No one tears a piece 

from a new garment and sews it on an old garment; 

otherwise the new will be torn, and the piece from the 

new will not match the old. And no one puts new wine 

into old wineskins; otherwise the new wine will burst 

the skins and will be spilled, and the skins will be 

destroyed. But new wine must be put into fresh 

wineskins. And no one after drinking old wine desires 

new wine, but says, ‘The old is good.’”  

– Luke 5:36-39  

Even Jesus understand the role of old and new wine, 
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From the President 

Lynn Thompson, congregational president  

Welcome back, everyone! I hope you had a restful and safe 

summer and that you are ready to dig into the fall activities 

that are ramping up around Trinity. Before we look ahead to 

the fall, let’s take a minute to be amazed by all that has 

happened around here this summer!  As usual, our Property 

team of Mike, Jerry, and Bob have spent hours planning, 

fixing, ordering, and hunting up many projects, all designed 

to improve our properties and maintain our buildings. There 

have been repairs to brickwork, new outside steps up to New 

Hamburg Neighbourhood Association (NHNA), checks of air 

conditioners, replacement of anti-icing cables, removal of 

trash from our spring clean-up day, and so much more! Our 

Wilmot house now has a lovely new bathroom and improved 

verandas. The list goes on.  Our newest tenants, NHNA, have 

been busy running a day camp all summer, and the campers, 

councillors and parents all seem very happy with their new 

location. The new outside walkway has pleased them and 

also Interfaith, who no longer feel interrupted by happy 

voices bounding down their hallways during counselling 

sessions. These tasks and many more can only happen 

because at Trinity we have many eager, willing helpers. 

Thank you to everyone who has said ‘yes’ when called upon 

to lend a hand.  

Accessibility is an important consideration as we work to 

maintain our church home. With that in mind, we have 

removed one part pew from the back row in the sanctuary. 

Our next step is to make room for a wheelchair to 

manoeuvre into a row, to find a welcoming space where 

everyone can join in worship and feel a part of the 

community. Watch for the next change in our progress 

toward truly being an accessible community. I overheard a 

wonderful comment recently, as we discussed removal of a 

pew for this purpose. In response to the number of seats we 

will be losing, one very wise Trinity member said, ”We will 

just have to sit closer to our neighbours.” What a lovely idea.  

Looking ahead to the fall, one of our first activities is our visit 

to the Woodland Cultural Centre on Wednesday, September 

6th. This is a terrific opportunity to learn more about our 

Indigenous sisters and brothers. Contact Sister Anne Keffer 

right away, and complete a sign-up form found at the 

church. She can be reached by phone at 519-390-0074.   

Very soon, we’ll have Rally Sunday on September 10th. Plan 

to join our children as we welcome them back with some fun 

activities. We need to make sure they know how special they 

are to our community of faith! We’ll also have a potluck 

lunch together after the service. 

A little later, November will be Reconciliation month. Stay 

tuned for special plans organized by our Truth and 

Reconciliation Task team.  

Later, in Advent, Bishop Mike will be here on December 3rd. 

It’s been awhile since the Bishop has been to Trinity, and we 

look forward to welcoming him. What a perfect opportunity 

to enjoy another one of our famous Trinity famous pot luck 

lunches together. 

The list goes on and on. Please plan to participate in as many 

ways as you can. Our church can only be as good as its 

members, and we certainly have the best members to be 

found! Thank you for all you do around Trinity. 
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Church Council News 

Nancy Brodrecht, Council Secretary 

Council met on Wednesday, August 16th, where updates on 

work in the congregation were shared, as well as fall 

planning.  

A few items to highlight are that July’s financial month-end 

shows a small financial surplus against the projected deficit. 

The Eastern Synod shared with congregations the new Policy 

for Disbursement of Congregational Assets, when 

congregations are no longer viable and dissolve. And, a 

Trinity task team is being created to do an overall property 

assessment, in anticipation of a presentation to the 

congregation at the annual meeting in February 2018. 

Council meets again on September 20th.  
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Financial Update 

 General Fund Capital Fund Transfers 

Income $154,688 $12,046 $16,052 

Outgo ($153,372) ($14,858) ($13,099) 

Balance $1,316 $(2,812) $2,953 

Year-to-date figures updated through July 31st, 2017 

ideologies, opportunities. 

The way forward, is to be a church that functions in the 

BOTH/AND – both honouring our traditions and Lutheran 

roots, and working within the changing dynamics of society 

to reach people who are need of the good news of healing, 

hope, peace, justice, and love through media, outreach, 

vision, and worship. 

Loren Mead, past-president of the Alban Institute says, “We 

are being called to invent or reinvent structures and forms 

that will serve the new mission as well as the old structures 

served the old visions.”1 We need to take from our history 

the things that are faithful and reinvent them to align with 

the needs of today’s people.  

We have currently come out of a paradigm in the church, 

that taught us there was one way to do things, one answer. 

However, in 2017, there is no one clear answer to the 

question. Rather, we are living in a time of BOTH/AND (or as 

Honouring the Past, Present and Future Church … continued from page 3 

Lutherans have often said, “We live in the grey area”). The 

reality is, the “one answer church”, was probably an 

unrealistic reality, and now we are working our way out of 

that model, into something new. 

I can appreciate the desire to stay in the comfort of what we 

know. Change can be scary, and we have a hard time buying 

into a new vision, or mission, or worship opportunity which 

seems uncertain and incomplete. But that is exactly where 

we are right now, in the uncertainty of all it. We have come 

to rely on our own talents and ideas, and at times forgotten 

to include God in the mix – our job was never to grow the 

church – that’s GOD’s job. Our job is to dream dreams, plant 

seeds, replant if necessary, and continue in faith that God 

will grow the faithful. There is no right or wrong way – there 

is only forward in a world of BOTH/AND. 

 

1 The Once and future Church: Reinventing the Congregation for a New 
Mission Frontier, Loren B. Mead, The Alban Institute Inc., 1991.  

Rally Sunday is just around the corner! Join us on Sunday, 

September 10th, as we kick off another programme year at 

Trinity. Join us for a Seussical Service at 9:30 am, where we’ll 

bless the backpacks for our school-aged kids, (and bring a 

backpack for oneROOF, too!) Trinity Youth will also take 

some time on Rally Sunday to meet and discuss upcoming 

plans for the 2017-18 year ahead. 

Following worship, we will have a potluck lunch in Trinity Hall 

for everyone! Bring your favourite dish or dessert to share! 

Farewell, Edgewood 

A farewell celebration will be held at Camp Edgewood on 

Sunday, October 1st in Eden Mills, commemorating more 

than 70 years of ministry in the Eastern Synod. Events kick 

off at 2:00 pm that day. 

Other details are on the poster in the narthex at Trinity. 

Gentle Readers 

The September selection for 

Trinity’s Gentle Readers Book Club 

is Emancipation Day by Wayne 

Grady. The group meets again on 

September 19th at 7:00 pm in 

Trinity Hall. All are welcome! 

Simply come to the meeting having 

read the selection in advance. See 

you there! 



National Convention Happenings 

Rick Ritz, Eastern synod lay delegate  

The Sixteenth Biennial National Convention of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada (ELCIC) was held in 

Winnipeg  July 6th to 8th, 2017.  The business sessions and 

most of the worship services were held at the University of 

Manitoba, with attendees staying in a student residence 

building on campus.  

Like so many organizations, religious and secular, the ELCIC 

has been taking steps to reduce the “administrative” costs of 

the organization, so that resources can be used to deliver 

programs geared toward fulfilment of its mission.  One 

significant measure taken to control administration costs was 

to reduce the size and the duration of its Conventions. The 

Convention was shortened by one day and the number of 

delegates was also reduced significantly. Instead of each 

congregation being eligible to send a delegate, each Synod 

elected a specific number of delegates to represent that 

Synod as a whole. In total, 150 delegates were elected to 

attend and conduct the business of the National Church (80 

lay, 60 rostered and 10 youth delegates). The next step to be 

taken is to move to a 3 year schedule of Conventions, rather 

than every 2 years. 

This new format is certainly cheaper. It will require some fine 

tuning to ensure that all delegates are versed on the issues 

of importance to the Synod they represent.   

The official theme of the Convention was “Liberated by 

God’s Grace”.  However, the theme that wound through the 

Convention was one of ecumenical and interfaith 

cooperation. It was enlightening and inspiring to learn how 

Christians and non-Christians are working together, taking 

advantage of our similarities, and exploring our differences.  

This cooperation is such a great witness to those who are 

skeptical of organized religion! The highlight of this faith in 

action was an ecumenical panel discussion. You can see a 

video of this panel on youtube by accessing the following 

link:  www.goo.gl/MBRixS 

The business portion of the Convention was fairly 

uneventful, which is probably a good sign that things are 

running well in the Church. A number of motions were 

presented and voted upon. You can browse daily highlights 

from the Convention on the ELCIC website, by accessing this 

link: www.goo.gl/YTAyiz 

Two motions of significance were passed on Friday. The first 

was a Statement to Muslims in Canada by the ELCIC and the 

second was to adopt the new resource, Encouraging People 

of Other Faiths. You can read more about these motions by 

clicking the daily highlights link above.    

On Saturday, we heard a presentation from the National 

Centre for Truth and Reconciliation (which is located in 

Winnipeg). This presentation was very enlightening and 

topical, since our relationship with Indigenous people is 

being explored by many in our congregation, and in the 

wider church in as a whole.   

Canadian Lutheran World Relief 

Canadian Lutheran World Relief (CLWR) is one of the partner 

organizations which presented its report at the Convention.  

From its report, we learned that “together we provided over 

$7.2 million of assistance in 27 countries during the 2015-16 

fiscal year. During the same time period, our We Care 

program sent four humanitarian relief shipments to support 

over 33,900 people living in adverse conditions. Additionally, 

308 refugees from eight countries were resettled in Canada 

in five provinces!”  The work of CLWR is another example of 

our faith in action throughout the world. 

Worship 

National Bishop Susan Johnson presided at the opening 

Worship as well as at the ELCIC National Reformation 

Commemoration Worship. Archbishop Fred Hiltz, the primate 

of the Anglican Church of Canada, presided at the closing 

worship. Preachers included Rev. Dr. Willard Metzger, 

Executive Director, Mennonite Church Canada (opening 

worship), Bishop Susan (Reformation Commemoration), and 

Rev. Jordan Cantwell, Moderator, United Church of Canada 

(closing worship). 

The highlight of the worship portion of the Convention was a 

public service to commemorate the 500th anniversary of the 

Reformation.  It was held in a beautiful Roman Catholic 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zamzXIiJiHM&feature=youtu.be
http://elcic.ca/In-Convention/2017-Winnipeg/dailyhighlights.cfm
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 Lynn Thompson, president ▪ Tanya Ramer, pastor 
Helen Toman, visitation pastor ▪  Brian Racho, sexton 

Jamie Courtney, parish administrator & minister of music  
Ron Leonard, honourary assistant pastor ▪ Gywin Murray, emerita director of music 

In December, during Advent, Trinity will collect your Living 

and Learning Kits for distribution through Canadian Lutheran 

World Relief. Many of the items you may wish to purchase 

will be available now, on sale, during back-to-school 

shopping season. In the event you'd like to get a jump on 

purchasing the contents for your kit(s), here is the list if 

items you'll need come December:  

▪ 3 lined notebooks  

▪ 10 unsharpened pencils with erasers  

▪ 1 metric ruler (30 centimetres) 

▪ 1 pencil sharpener  

▪ 1 eraser  

▪ 1 pack of crayons (or pencil crayons)  

▪ 1 small and simple toy (new and not requiring 

batteries)  

▪ 1 bar of soap   

▪ 1 toothbrush (new and wrapped)  

▪ 1 tube of toothpaste (expiration date no earlier than 

one year)  

 

Last Advent, Trinity gathered 100 Living and Learning kits. 

How many will we gather this year once Advent rolls around? 

School Supplies on Sale! 

church in Winnipeg.  This church, along with a stunning 

columbarium in the basement, is a living example of the 

famous movie quote “if you build it, they will come”.  Check 

it out for yourself at http://stgianna.ca/ . It was a wonderful 

moment of ecumenical unity marking the Reformation – 

even more poignant because it was held in a Roman Catholic 

church.   

There was so much more content covered during the 

Convention. You can get more details on the National Church 

website, or by speaking to either Pastor Tanya (rostered 

delegate) or Rick Ritz (lay delegate).   

National Convention… continued from page 6 

On That Note 

Jamie Courtney, Minister of Music 

Our 2017-18 program year is about to get underway!  

We welcome back Trinity choir members for rehearsals 

starting on September 7th. We gather from 7:00 pm to 8:15 

pm on most Thursdays through the end of May. Trinity has a 

healthy-sized choir with more than 20 members, but there’s 

always room for a few more. Would you consider joining us? 

We also welcome back our handbell ringers for regular 

rehearsals starting on September 12th. This group is currently 

at capacity for membership, and we look forward to another 

great year of ringing. 

And, of course I look forward to working with all of our other 

Trinity musicians! Guitarists, wind band folks, percussionists, 

soloists, cantors, pianists and more! It’ll be a great Spirit-led 

year of music making at Trinity. Welcome back! 

Bishop’s Company Dinner 

The Bishop’s Company for Mission presents an evening with 

Michael Coren on October 14th, called Lutherfest 500. Tickets 

are $50 each, available at www.easternsynod.org. See the 

poster in the narthex for more information. 

http://stgianna.ca/
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
11:00 am 
Confirmation 
Camp Ends at 
Kintail 

2 
7:30 pm 
AA 
 

 
  

3 
13th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
 

4 
Labour Day 
Church Office 
Closed 
 

5 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
 

6 
9:30 am 
Nith Valley 
Rostered  
Leaders Meet 
at Trinity 
7:30 pm 
AA 
 

7 
10:30 am 
Prayer Circle 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 

8 
 

9 
7:30 pm 
AA 

10 
14th Sunday after Pentecost  
9:30 am  Community Worship 
10:30 am Youth Meet 
10:30 am Faith Adventures  
       Registration 
11:00 am Potluck Lunch 
 

11 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 

12 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 

13 
7:30 pm 
AA 

14 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 

15 
5:00 pm 
Trinity Dove 
Deadline
(October Issue) 

16 
10:00 am 
Confirmation 
Class at Trinity 
7:30 pm 
AA 

17 
15th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:30 am  Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures, Youth, 
       Adult Learning 
1:30 pm  Lutheran/Anglican Worship 
       at Nithveiw 

18 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 

19 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 
7:00 pm 
Gentle Readers 
 

20 
7:00 pm 
Church Council 
7:30 pm 
AA 
 

21 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 

22 23 
7:30 pm 
AA 

24 
16th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:30 am  Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures, Youth, 
       Adult Learning 

25 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
6:30 pm 
TRC Task Team 

26 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 

27 
7:30 pm 
AA 

28 
9:00 am 
Dove Prep 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 

29 

 
 

30 
7:30 pm 
AA 

On September 10th,  
join us for a Seussical Service  

with blessing of the backpacks. 

Bring a backpack 
to donate to our  
friends at oneROOF, too! 


