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Sunday, October 1st 
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures, Youth 
▪ Adult Education: I Believe—Exploring the Apostles 

Creed with Sister Anne Keffer 
▪ Camp Edgewood Farewell from 2:00 pm to 8:00 

pm in Eden Mills. 
 
Sunday, October 8th 
Day of Thanksgiving 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ No Learning Ministry (Long Weekend) 
 
Sunday, October 15th 
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures, Youth 
▪ Adult Education: Intentionally Living as Lutherans 

with Dr. Robert Kelly 
▪ Anglican/Lutheran Worship at Nithview at 1:30 pm 
 
Sunday, October 22nd 
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost + Witness Sunday 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures, Youth 
▪ Adult Education: Luther Exposed! with Dr. Oscar 

Cole-Arnal 
 

Sunday, October 29th 
Reformation Sunday 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures, Youth 
▪ Adult Education: Reconciliation and Right Relations with 

Carolin and Phil Heinze 
 
Sunday, November 5th 
All Saints + Confirmation 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures, Youth 
▪ Adult Education: Indigenous History Before the Europeans 

with Rev. Bob Thaler 

Sacraments and Seasons 

On Sunday, November 5th, six Trinity youth will affirm their 

baptism in the rite of Confirmation: Joey Becker, Kyle 

Burchatzki, Allie Courtney, Colby Ricketts, Carl Seltzer, and 

Griffin Smith. 

Trinity will welcome new members on Sunday, November 

12th during the 9:30 am worship service. Please speak to 

Pastor Tanya if you are interested in becoming a member at 

Trinity. You’d be most welcome! 



What I Learned at Confirmation Camp 

The Rev. Tanya Ramer 

Every year, during the last week of August, I pack up my car 

for a week of confirmation camp. This has been my pastoral 

routine for the last fifteen years, yet this year felt different. 

This year, I was heading to camp with the youth from Trinity 

(some of which I hadn’t even met yet), and this year, instead 

of driving 45 minutes down the road to good old Camp 

Edgewood (the camp that has hosted contract confirmation 

camp for the last 45 years), I drove north for 90 minutes to 

good new Camp Kintail on Lake 

Huron. 

As the rostered leaders 

(ordained folks) gathered 

onsite with our seventeen 

camp counsellors, there was a 

feeling of uncertainty for all us. 

Upon our arrival, our brothers 

and sisters from Camp Kintail 

Presbyterian church camp, 

welcomed us with open arms, 

and immediately made us feel 

welcome at the camp. Yet, it 

was a new place, new staff 

people, and new possibilities, 

all of which was both exciting 

and nerve-racking. We spent a fair bit of time becoming 

familiar with our new digs for the week, and we reviewed 

our week-long schedule where much of our routine would 

stay the same, it would just occur in new buildings. Some 

things would not change during our week together, but it 

was clear that we needed to be flexible and gracious to the 

unknowns we were about to experience. 

Given our own anxiety about the changes, our welcome 

worship on Sunday night for all campers, counselors and 

leaders, was crafted to welcome people. It was also about 

acknowledging that some of us were missing Edgewood, 

some of us were completely new to the camp experience, 

some of us were excited to be on Lake Huron for the week, 

and some us didn’t really want to be there at all. Community 

is always a mixed bag of personalities, preference, hopes and 

expectations. It would be a week of learning for everyone, 

and that included me. 

The youth never cease to amaze me with their candidness 

and openness to change. We the leaders, were so concerned 

that changing camp locations would be a big deal, that we 

forget to consider the bigger picture of confirmation 

ministry, that is to say, the relationships that are formed and 

nurtured when we gather at camp.  

Confirmation camp may be a week 

of extended confirmation classes, 

but it is so much more then that. It 

is a microcosm of the wider 

communities we live in. And as one 

youth so eloquently put it, 

“confirmation camp isn’t about the 

place where the learning and 

teaching happens, its about the 

people who keep coming together. 

It’s about the friendships that linger 

and last well beyond the years at 

camp. It’s about learning who we 

are as children of God in a safe and 

grace-filled environment. It is about 

being surrounded by the beauty of 

creation. It’s a piece of our story that we will never forget. 

Confirmation camp – it’s just what you do!” 

Change can be hard, but I think amid change, we learn a little 

bit more about our resiliency, and our ability to adapt. I think 

change breaks some tired routines, and offers a space for 

new creative ideas for ministry. I think camp and the 

campers and counsellors taught me more this year then I had 

hoped to teach them.  

We will miss Camp Edgewood, there’s no doubt about that. 

But the ministry of confirmation camp and the relationships 

formed there, will continue to proclaim God’s love to our 

youth; those very youth who encourage us to see bigger 

pictures and dream bigger dreams. 
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Canoeing on Lake Huron at Confirmation Camp 2017 



From the President 

Lynn Thompson, congregational president  

As we enjoy the gorgeous autumn colours, we are reminded 

that another summer has come and gone. If you are like me, 

you managed to accomplish some of what you had planned 

for the summer months, but could really do with about one 

more month to finish those other tasks. The beauty is that 

the chores, like the dust bunnies under the furniture, will 

wait! If you managed to see family, catch up on some 

reading, maybe even tune up that diet you’ve been reading 

about, then your summer has been a success.  

Along with the colours of the leaves, fall brings a return to 

regular programs at Trinity. Our children, youth and adult 

education are all in full swing now. Wasn’t that a terrific kick-

off we enjoyed with our Seussical service for Rally Sunday?  

How exciting to count 14 children at the front of the church 

to bless their backpacks. Many more children shared the 

time from their pews. Once in a while, it is fun to switch 

things up a bit. Pastor Tanya sure did that with our Rally 

Sunday service. I saw so many great big smiles on so many 

lovely faces during that service, and the smiles were not only 

on the faces of children! As always, the lunch that followed 

was delicious and Trinity Hall looked very festive. Trinity folks 

really do eat well! For many of the members who have been 

at Trinity for years and years, it seems a highlight of the day 

was the Seussical Lord’s Prayer, so capably led in rhyme by 

Pastor Tanya. I have heard so many positive comments about 

it, that I am going to reproduce it here, so that if you were 

unable to attend on Rally Sunday, you can read it and feel its 

impact for yourself. Sometimes, reading the same prayer in a 

new way helps us to understand it all over again. 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray so 
all can hear it: 

We hold you dear as children should. 

  Your name is holy, true and good. 

  Your kingdom come, your will be done 

  In heaven like on earth, as one. 

Give us today our daily bread, 

  Forgive the things we’ve done and said, 

  As we forgive things done to us. 

  And, save us from the tempt-uous. 

Keep evil things from us and ours, 

  For the kingdom and the powers, 

  And the glory, just for you. 

  From now until all time is through. 

  Amen. 

In preparation for a discussion concerning our Trinity 

properties planned for our Annual Meeting, Council has 

arranged a few focus sessions. The first of these was shared 

by members of Finance and Property, at Adult Education on 

September 17th.  We urge everyone to attend any and all 

sessions , bringing open hearts, listening ears and questions.  

I am not sure there is a definitive solution to these issues in 

the near future, but I am sure that considering them is 

important.  Mark your calendars – see you there!    

One last comment:  From time to time, Trinity folks end up 

sick and in the hospital. And, sometimes our pastoral staff 

don’t learn about it until after the individual is back at home. 

Our clergy are always keen to visit and supply pastoral care.  

If you know someone is ill, please call the church and speak 

to a pastor, or the office staff. It’s better we get four phone 

calls than none.   
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Reformation Commemoration 

The Nith Valley Ministry Area, our cluster of 14 

congregations, is hosting a weekend of events to 

commemorate the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation. On 

November 18th, a Reformation Fair will be held at the 

Shakespeare Community centre from 3:00 to 5:00 pm. 

Following the fair, at 6:00 pm, there will be a Medieval Feast. 

A limited number of tickets are available for the event. 

Please speak to Pastor Tanya as soon as possible if you would 

like tickets. ($20 for adults, $10 for kids.) 

On Sunday, November 19th, NVMA congregation will join 

together for worship at the Shakespeare Community Centre. 

Worship will be at 10:00 am, and since we’re hoping all of 

our folks will attend, there will not be worship at Trinity that 

morning. Watch for more details in the weeks to come! 



September 2017 | page 5 

Financial Update 

 General Fund Capital Fund Transfers 

Income $171,741 $13,480 $16,821 

Outgo ($175,442) ($15,976) ($13,769) 

Balance ($3,701) $(2,496) $3,052 

All figures are year-to-date, updated through August 31st, 2017 

Church Council News 

Nancy Brodrecht, Council Secretary 

Council met on Wednesday September 20th to update 

various topics relating to the ongoing ministry at Trinity. 

A huge thank you to Ken Seltzer for leading the effort of 

repairing the retaining wall in the NHNA playground. Our 

property team continues to be busy with various jobs 

needing attention. We are looking at forming a committee to 

help ease the work load on our property council members. If 

you are willing to lend a helping hand on the odd occasion, 

please contact any of our property folks, Jerry Baan, Bob 

Anger, or Mike Gascon.  Fall clean up day will be October 

28th. Join as we work together to fix, repair, and clean up 

some of the small jobs that need to be done. 

The Dr. Seuss liturgy on Rally Sunday was very well received. 

Thanks to all who made this a fun and exciting worship 

service for both young and old. 

Council reviewed the wedding fee schedule and approved a 

couple of minor changes. 

Mitten Tree 

Each year Trinity folks are invited to contribute items to our 

Mitten Tree. These items are used to supplement the 

Christmas Hampers we assemble for the Wilmot Family 

Resource Centre. We always get a terrific selection of 

handmade and store-bought mitts, toques, and scarves. 

This year, we’re hoping to shift our focus slightly. While 

handmade mittens are beautiful creations, for school-aged 

children, they are less practical than water resistant mitts or 

gloves, simply because they absorb the wet snow that the 

kids love to play in so much.  

For our folks who make the handmade creations, we’re 

suggesting that slippers might make wonderful additions to 

our other efforts.  

Thank you to all those folks who are eager to help with this 

ministry to the community each year! 

Aging Information Session 

On September 20th, 

Trinity held an 

information session on 

aging and dementia 

resources available in 

our community. We are 

grateful to the folks at 

Community Care 

Concepts (CCC) for 

facilitating this 

discussion. 

We are looking to host 

CCC with us again soon 

for a Sunday morning adult education session, for those who 

missed the recent event. Watch for details in the coming 

weeks. Meanwhile, please speak to Pastors Helen and Tanya 

if you have any questions about resources available through 

CCC. 



Residential School Visit 

Rev. W. Phil Heinze 

As was reported recently, about thirty-five members and 

friends of Trinity and neighbouring congregations visited the 

Woodland Cultural Centre and Her Majesty's Royal Chapel of 

the Mohawks on Wednesday, September 6th, under the 

leadership of Sister Anne Keffer. Thank you for arranging this, 

Anne! Many of us found the experience to be eye-opening 

and transformational. 

At first I has a bit disappointed that, 

due to construction at the former 

Residential School (named The 

Mohawk Institute), it would not be 

possible for us to actually tour the 

historical institution. Instead we were 

given a guided 'virtual' tour that I 

suspect was almost as good as the real 

thing. Very enlightening!         

We learned that The Mohawk Institute 

was the oldest continuously operated 

residential school in Canada. It was 

established in 1828 for children from 

the Six Nations Reserve at present day 

Brantford, ON. In later years pupils 

were drawn from other reserves as 

well. The school continued in use, 

operated by the Anglican Church of 

Canada under the Government of Canada, until June 27th, 

1970.  Enrollment at the school ranged from 90 to 200 

students per year. Many former students have described 

suffering physical, sexual and emotional abuse at the school. 

The poor quality of food served to students led to the 

school's nickname, The Mush Hole. Courtney, the young 

presenter at the Cultural Centre, enthusiastically helped 

bring the history alive. Her stories touched our hearts as did 

the witness of  Sherelene, a Residential School Survivor who 

spent part of her life at The Mush Hole. 

Before we went our separate ways for lunch, our guides 

walked us through the Cultural Centre Museum. Along the 

way we encountered displays and artifacts that highlighted 

the lives of the First Nations people from their earliest days 

on 'Turtle Island' (North America) to the present. Of most 

interest to me was the history of the formation of the 

Iroquois Confederacy, life within the Indigenous 

communities, early harmonious relationships with the 

European settlers followed by the breakdown of those 

relationships and the distrust, prejudice, fear and racism that 

resulted in the establishment of Indian Reservations and 

Residential Schools. Like many others, I was most taken by 

the meaning and purpose of the “Two 

Row Wampum Belt.” What the First 

Nations people set forth as a convent 

treaty of mutual honour and respect 

creating peace and well-being instead 

became the sad truth of apartheid 

Canada style. 

Later in the day our group visited Her 

Majesty's Royal Chapel of the Mohawks, 

just down the street from the Cultural 

Centre. This chapel, the first Protestant 

church in Upper Canada, is now the 

oldest surviving church in Ontario. Our 

skilled guide, Charity, and her very able 

student assistant, Jessica,  answered all 

of our questions  and explained the 

meaning of each of the eight stained 

glass windows in the Chapel which 

depict the history of the Six Nations 

people. 

Our visit to the Residential School and Chapel is the first in a 

series of learning opportunities to help us move toward 

reconciliation and the restoration of right relations with our 

First Nations sisters and brothers. Three additional Adult 

Forum events are in the offing: on October 29th, Carolin and I 

will talk about Reconciliation and Right Relations in light of 

the History of Residential Schools; on November 5th, Rev. 

Bob Thaler will present on Indigenous History before 

Europeans; and Deacon Scott Knarr will share the story of his 

Ministry at The Six Nations Reserve on November 12th. 

Please avail yourselves of these growth opportunities. 
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Sherlene (right), a Residential School 

Survivor, and Courtney (left) our event 

facilitator. 
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 Lynn Thompson, president ▪ Tanya Ramer, pastor 
Helen Toman, visitation pastor ▪  Brian Racho, sexton 

Jamie Courtney, parish administrator & minister of music  
Ron Leonard, honourary assistant pastor ▪ Gywin Murray, emerita director of music 

Our friends at Canadian Lutheran 

World Relief are accepting donations 

to respond to the devastation caused 

by Hurricane Irma in the Caribbean. 

Millions of people are in need of 

basic necessities including food, 

water, and shelter. Psychosocial, 

health, and employment support will 

also be needed in the coming weeks and months. Funds 

raised by CLWR will support the Lutheran World Federation’s 

(LWF) work in the Caribbean, through the appeal issued by 

ACT Alliance. CLWR and LWF are bother members of ACT 

Alliance. 

If you wish to make a donation to support CLWR’s response 

to the hurricane devastation, you can do so at Trinity by 

marking “Hurricane Relief” on an offering envelope through 

the end of October. 

Hurricane Relief On That Note 

Jamie Courtney, Minister of Music 

On October 21st at 2:30 pm there will be a joint Lutheran/

Catholic service commemorating the 500th Anniversary of 

the Reformation at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church in Kitchener. 

Several of our Trinity folks have been participating in the 

preparation of music for this event. There will be a mass 

choir and handbell ensemble. I’m pleased that a few of our 

folks are joining me to sing and ring alongside our Lutheran 

and Catholic brothers and sisters. This service, planned 

through our respective Bishops offices, will take shape in 

much the same fashion as our local event in New Hamburg 

last fall, and the international event with Pope Francis and 

Lutheran leaders in Lund, Sweden. 

It is a terrific witness when we gather together for these 

shared experiences outside of our local congregations. Often 

these pan-congregation meetups can be a little on the dry 

side, (conventions, for instance!), but those events where 

music plays a central role have a way of binding folks 

through shared experience.  

This summer, when The Hymn Society held their North 

American meetings in Waterloo, they held four public hymn 

festivals. I was so pleased to hear that a brigade of Trinity 

folks went to these events. And not one or two, but all four! 

How good it is to get together — and sing! 

So, if you have a chance, join us on October 21st at St. 

Peter’s. Bring a friend, and meet some folks. And, there will 

be a few familiar faces singing up front!  

Gentle Readers 

The October selection for Trinity’s 

Gentle Readers Book Club is Cool 

Water by Diane Warren. The group 

meets again on October  17th at 

7:00 pm in Trinity Hall. All are 

welcome! Simply come to the 

meeting having read the selection 

in advance.  

See you there! 



October 2017 Trinity Church 
New Hamburg 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
17th Sunday After Pentecost 
9:30 am  Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures, Youth,   
       and Adult Learning 
 

2 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
 
 

3 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
9:30 am 
Prayer Circle 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 

4 
9:30 am 
Nith Valley 
Leaders meet 
in East Zorra 
1:00 pm 
Ecumenical 
TRC Meeting 
7:30 pm 
AA 

5 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 
 

6 
 

7 
7:30 pm 
AA 

8 
Day of Thanksgiving 
9:30 am  Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures, Youth,   
       and Adult Learning 

9 
Thanksgiving 
Church Office 
Closed 

10 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 

11 
7:00 pm 
NVMA Shared 
Ministry in 
Brunner 
7:30 pm 
AA 
 

12 
10:00 am 
Trinity  
Companions 
Information 
Session 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 

13 
5:00 pm 
Trinity Dove 
Deadline 
(November) 

14 
7:30 pm 
AA 

15 
19th Sunday After Pentecost  
9:30 am  Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures, Youth,   
       and Adult Learning 
1:30 pm  Nithview Anglican/Lutheran 
       Worship 

16 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 

17 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 
7:00 pm 
Gentle Readers 
 

18 
7:00 pm 
Church Council 
Meeting 
7:30 pm 
AA 

19 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
6:30 pm 
NVMA Leader-
ship Meeting in 
Gadshill 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 

20 

 
 

21 
10:00 am 
Confirmation 
Class at Trinity 
7:30 pm 
AA 

22 
20th Sunday After Pentecost 
+ Witness Sunday 
9:30 am  Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures, Youth,   
       and Adult Learning 

23 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 

24 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 

25 
7:30 pm 
AA 

26 
9:00 am 
Dove Prep 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 

27 28 
9:00 am 
Fall Clean-Up 
Day at Trinity 
7:30 pm 
AA 

29 
Reformation Sunday 
9:30 am  Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures, Youth,   
       and Adult Learning 

30 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 

31 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 

 

Fall Clean-Up Day 
Saturday, October 28th will be a fall 

clean-up day at Trinity! Come and 

help with some odd jobs around 

the church. We’ll meet at 9:00 am. 

Lunch provided. 


