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Sabbaths and Celebrations

Sunday, December 3
1st Sunday of Advent
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation
▪ Faith Adventures: Christmas Story Practice
▪ Adult Learning: The Prophets of Advent with Pastor
Tanya
Sunday, December 10
2nd Sunday of Advent
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation
▪ Faith Adventures: Christmas Story Practice
▪ Adult Learning: Christmas Carols and Stories with
Pastor Tanya and Jamie
Sunday, December 17
3rd Sunday of Advent
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am with Faith
Adventures Christmas Presentation
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation
▪ No Faith Adventures, Youth, or Adult Education
▪ Anglican/Lutheran Worship at Nithview at 1:30 pm

Sunday, December 24
4th Sunday of Advent + Christmas Eve
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am (4th Sunday of Advent)
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation
▪ No Faith Adventures, Youth, or Adult Education
▪ Christmas Eve Worship at 5:00 pm and 7:00 pm
Sunday, December 31
First Sunday of Christmas
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation
▪ No Faith Adventures, Youth, or Adult Education
Sunday, January 7
Baptism of Our Lord
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation
▪ No Faith Adventures, Youth, or Adult Education

Sacraments and Seasons
On Sunday, November 5th, we confirmed Kyle Burchatzki,
Colby Ricketts, Carl Seltzer, Allie Courtney, Griffin Smith, and
Joey Becker. On Sunday, November 12th, we welcome new
members: Tom, Shannon, Lauren, and Reid Margetts, and
Ross and Cathy Brodrecht.
On November 25th, Pastor Tanya baptized Stella Rose Del Cul
Leuschener and Adalynn Alex Del Cul Leuschner.
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Tis the Season… to Enter into Advent
The Rev. Tanya Ramer

On November 12th, I entered a local grocery store, only to
find that the Christmas tree and decorations were up and
Christmas music was being piped through the sound system.
I must admit that the Ebenezer Scrooge in me muffled a “Bah
Humbug” under my breath. Don’t get me wrong, I love
Christmas – I love the lights, the music, the mystery and
wonder in the children's eyes, the Christmas traditions, but
November 12th is just too early for me to get into the
Christmas cheer; I need time to prepare and get organized.
Ente the season of Advent. Advent is a season observed in
many Western Christian churches as a time of expectant
waiting and preparation for the celebration of the Nativity of
Jesus at Christmas. The term is an anglicized version of the
Latin word adventus, meaning "coming". So, we use the
season of Advent, in the church, to prepare for the coming of
the Christ-child. And like any party or
celebration, we need time to prepare our
dwelling places and our hearts.
Preparing our Church Home: Preparing our
worship space is a lot like preparing our homes
when we invite friends to join us for a meal. We
go to great lengths to clean our houses, to tidy
up our piles, to decorate, and set the mood for
the expectant guests. And really it is no different
in our church homes. During the season of
Advent we tidy up our Sanctuary as well, and we set out our
seasonal décor (we change the paraments to blue, light the
Advent wreath, set out our We Care Bags). Since the season
of Advent is about waiting and preparing, we take away the
things that might distract us from the preparation. Here at
Trinity, we will sing out the favourite Advent hymns; hymns
that will reflect on those unexpected places where we see
the light of Christ breaking into our world. And the liturgies
and prayers are crafted with the same intent, to help us get
ready for the coming of the Christ-child.
Preparing for Family: The arrival of extended family can be a
stressful time for some people, and the feelings of stress and
being overwhelmed can increase very quickly. Our tempers
might flare quickly, our patience runs thin. With Christmas

comes the arrival of our families who will gather for family
time and family Christmas dinner. We will see an increase of
people in our congregation over the Advent season as well.
Families will begin to come together for the Faith Adventures
Christmas story on December 17th, and families will gather
on Christmas Eve to worship and welcome the Christ-child
together. We will prepare our church home at Trinity to
receive your families as well, keeping in mind that Advent
and Christmas brings with it many emotions for people. We
craft our worship services so that all will feel welcome, so
that all can find a safe place to take a moment to breathe in
the peace of Christ, and to find ways to enter into the
ancient story that is still very alive today.
Preparing Ourselves: Most importantly, the season of
Advent affords us an opportunity to prepare ourselves. John
the Baptist will make an appearance in our
readings, inviting us to prepare for the one who is
to come after him, one who is more powerful
then he. We will hear the story of young Mary —
how God invites her into participate in an event
that will change the world. Many of us spend our
time running around finding the right present, the
best food, the perfect outfit for the Christmas
party – we start running around and by the time
we get to Christmas – we are exhausted, and
some people even get sick over the holidays. The season of
Advent is an invitation to slow down, to take it all in, to hear
the message of hope being birthed into our world, to
remember that the reason for the season isn't about getting
things perfect, but rather allowing the Christ-child to enter
into each of us, to remind us that we are perfect in God's
sight, and that God loves us is the most extravagant gift we
will ever receive.
And whether or not we get all our “to-dos” finished or not,
and whether or not we are mentally prepared for the
Christmas rush, Christmas will still come, for you, and for me.
Christ will come, and our hearts will burst forth with joy and
light, peace and hope. Rejoice, Rejoice, Emmanuel, shall
come to you, O Israel!
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From the President
Lynn Thompson, congregational president
The season of Advent is upon us — the season which marks
the expectant waiting and preparation for the celebration of
the Nativity of Jesus at Christmas. The church looks festive
with the colour blue predominately displayed. Every year at
Trinity, I find myself filled with anticipation as we begin the
preparations anew. With Advent marking the beginning of
the new church year, we have an opportunity to
contemplate what 2018 will bring for Trinity.
At Trinity, we are blessed with a beautiful building –
architecture that is second to none, a
steeple and bells that beckon to all, and
fabulous stained glass windows, lovingly
donated by members of Trinity. At the time
of installation, the cost of keeping the
windows in good order was not considered.
They have been a subject under discussion
lately, as time and weather have left their
marks on them. Council has been diligently
exploring the best way to preserve our
stained glass for years to come. Several
companies have been engaged to share
their expertise with us – we want to make
the best and wisest choice. We are grateful
to our property guys (a familiar comment I
seem to make every month) and to Don
Jardin, who have spent hours pouring over bids, asking
questions,
and
interpreting
sometimes confusing
information. Council is approaching a decision, and the
congregation will be informed once things are finalized. We
are grateful to all who donated the windows and to all who
are tasked with caring for them now.
One obvious source of financial help towards preserving the
windows in perpetuity is the Endowment Fund. At an adult
education session on September 24th, there was discussion
around the possibility of using the Endowment Fund to cover
some large expenses, such as our windows. In consultation
with the Endowment Fund Committee, council is exploring
new ways in which the Endowment Fund might be set up in
order to address this possibility going forward. Council
secretary Nancy Brodrecht provided notes from the meeting,
and these notes were included with your November Dove. I

encourage everyone to read these notes in preparation for
discussion at our Annual Meeting in February.
Also in the notes from September 24th, are many comments,
questions and concerns about best use of our four
properties. In preparation for our Annual Meeting, Council is
examining the possibilities and drawbacks of whatever
decision is made. With this in mind, if you are interested in
participating in a discussion of the Stewardship of Trinity
Properties, please contact Mike Gascon or Jackie Currah to
share in a brainstorming session on this
topic.
Indeed, the list goes on. The Truth and
Reconciliation Task Team has provided us
with excellent opportunities around
Reconciliation, with more plans for 2018.
Our Reformation weekend, November 18th
to 19th was a wonderful success. The
children are busy preparing for their
Christmas presentation with Reid Spencer.
The choir and bell ringers are working hard.
We must also acknowledge all our Trinity
staff do for us. We really do have an
amazing staff working alongside us. I
wonder what excitement 2018 will bring
with their guidance.
Trinity is indeed the best place in the world to celebrate
Advent, to work together day in and day out, and to
anticipate 2018 and all that is before us. God bless every
one of us this season and always.

Year-End Financial Offerings
If you are up-to-date on your commitments to Trinity in
2017, thank you! Your contributions allow Trinity to
participate in God’s mission in our community and around
the world.
If you are anticipating making an additional year-end
contribution to eliminate the 2017 deficit, or enhance the
Capital Fund, please do so by December 27th at the latest.
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Church Council News

Financial Update
General Fund Capital Fund

Nancy Brodrecht, Council Secretary
The November council meeting was very busy.
Jackie and Mike will continue work on preparing a financial
assessment of Trinity’s properties. A final adult education
session will be scheduled in January if needed.
Council reviewed three quotes for restoration of the stained
glass window at the main entrance (by the elevator). After
discussion, council voted and approved the lowest bid,
pending a reference check. Council expressed thanks to Don
Jardin for his help with obtaining quotes for this project.

Income

$216,798

$16,195

$19,986

Outgo

($218,812)

$15,932

$17,084

($2,014)

$263

$2,902

Balance

Year-to-date figures updated through October 31st, 2017

Trinity Blood Donor Clinic
Trinity hosts its annual blood donor clinic
on Sunday, December 24th from 11:30
am to 2:30 pm at Waterloo Oxford
Secondary School in Baden.

Jackie reported that Trinity was approved to receive a grant
from ELFEC. The money will be used to replace the leaky
toilets in the church with commercial grade toilets.
Jackie reported the general fund for October shows a slight
increase. We are under budget for revenue and expenses.
The capital fund is still in good shape.

A couple of volunteers would be
welcomed to help with hosting duties.
Please speak to Ken Seltzer, our blood
donor captain, if you can assist.

Council will review a draft budget for 2018 at the December
13th meeting.
Carol reported on a successful “blanket exercise”, with about
80 people participating. The next NVMA shared leadership
meeting will be hosted by Trinity on November 29th. Faith
Adventures children will begin preparation of their annual
Christmas pageant.

Holiday
Open House

Benevolence Offerings
Trinity Council received a note
from the Eastern Synod office
giving thanks for our leadership
and partnership in the Synod,
as expressed through our
benevolence offerings.
In 2016, Trinity was a “fair
share giver”, taking our place
among the 70 congregations
met or exceeded the average. We should be proud of this
achievement. In 2016, Trinity submitted $23,825 in
benevolence offerings, and in 2017, we are on track to do
the same through the third quarter.

Women are invited to a Trinity Ladies
Holiday Open House on Monday, December
4th at 7:00 pm, at 36 Laschinger Blvd, New
Hamburg.
Sparkling punch, and coffee and tea will be provided.
Please bring a favourite appetizer to share.
Thank you to Lori Arnott for hosting this event!

Transfers

Synod office is looking for a commitment to increase our
benevolence offerings in 2018, giving us a challenge goal of
$24,240. Trinity’s council will keep this goal in mind while
drafting a 2018 congregational budget.
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Reformation Weekend in Shakespeare
November 18th and 19th was a terrific weekend, commemorating the
500th Anniversary of the Reformation with our sisters and brothers in the
Nith Valley Ministry Area (NVMA). The NVMA is our local cluster of 14
congregations, from Stratford to Wellesley, from Milverton to
Woodstock, and points in between.
On Saturday, there was a Reformation Fair, where congregations and
individuals hosted booths, exploring Reformation themes and topics.
Thanks to Rick Ritz for so capably representing Trinity with an interactive
printing press display. Rick turned out posters “hot off the press” for
participants.
Later that evening there was a terrific Medieval Feast, where we ate with
only our hands, and folks found themselves in the stocks for unruly
behaviour. Only the king and queen could release the captives, including
our field placement student, Leanne Darlington. It was a hearty meal!
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The next morning, hundreds gathered for worship, including lots of
Trinity folks, where the Rev. Dr. Bob Kelly gave a terrific sermon. (We
recently hosted Bob at a Trinity adult education session.) Our minister of
music, Jamie Courtney, shared in the worship leadership, and our
visitation pastor, Helen Toman, was on the planning team for worship.
Thanks to all those folks who provided leadership, and participated in
this meaningful weekend of activities!

Offering Envelopes
In early December, 2018 boxed offering envelopes will be
available. Please pick up your set on the tables that will
appear in the Katie Luther Room. Please also deliver to your
friends and family as you are able.
Please note that a few folks, about 20 or so, have been
assigned a new number. To save money on ordering
redundant numbers, from time to time we reassign higher
numbers to vacant lower numbers so we don’t need to order
as many sets.

can arise in using old envelopes from previous years.
Folks signed up for Pre-Authorized Remittance (PAR) do not
receive physical envelopes. If you wish to make additional
contributions between your monthly PAR offerings, use any
envelope, and mark your PAR number on it. Please speak to
Jamie in the church office if you are interested in signing up
for PAR.
Thank you for supporting the ministries of Trinity church,
within our walls and beyond, through your offerings!

As numbers do get reassigned through the years, we
encourage you to use your blue box, and recycle unused
offering envelopes at home, so to minimize confusion that
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Advent Projects

Gentle Readers

Advent is a busy time! Consider your participation in these
worthwhile outreach projects:
We Care Bags: you are invited to prepare a Living and
Learning Kit that contains essential personal and education
items. Last year, we did 100 kits—wonderful! Can we exceed
that number this year? Bring completed kits starting on
December 3rd.
Mitten Tree: you are invited to bring mittens, scarves or hats
to adorn our mitten tree. Homemade or purchased
contributions are welcome! Before Christmas, all items will
be donated to the Wilmot Family Resource Centre for
inclusion in their Christmas hamper program. Bring items
starting on December 3rd.
Men’s Socks: Trinity’s Susan Hammer is collecting new men’s
socks in support of the House of Friendship men’s hostel.
Bring socks starting on December 3rd.

Christmas Cheer Cookies
On Monday, December 11th at 9:00 am, volunteers are
invited to prepare Christmas Cheer Cookies for distribution
within our community. For folks who are able to donate
cookies, they may be dropped off at the church on Sunday,
December 10th. Medium sized cookie tins are also needed,
and should be brought to the church by the 10th as well.
If you are able to help with the preparation or delivery of the
cookies, please contact the church office, or Pat Schmetzer
at 519-576-0537.

The December selection for Trinity’s
Gentle Readers Book Club is The Orphan
Train by Christina Kline. The group meets
again on December 19th at 7:00 pm in
Trinity Hall. All are welcome! Simply
come to the meeting having read the
selection in advance. See you there!

Advent

Evening Prayer
On the four Thursdays of Advent,
Trinity Lutheran Church and St.
George’s Anglican Church meet
for a brief, meditative service of
Evening Prayer. Each service is
preceded by a simple soup
supper. All are welcome!

December
7th, 14th, and 21st
Simple Soup Supper at 5:30 pm
Evening Prayer at 6:30 pm

Thank you for bringing some cheer to the folks in our
community during the Advent and Christmas season!

Lynn Thompson, president ▪ Tanya Ramer, pastor
Helen Toman, visitation pastor ▪ Brian Racho, sexton
Jamie Courtney, parish administrator & minister of music
Ron Leonard, honourary assistant pastor ▪ Gywin Murray, emerita director of music
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December 2017
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Trinity Church
New Hamburg
Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

3

4

5

6

7

First Sunday of Advent
9:30 am Community Worship
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation
10:45 am Faith Adventures, Youth,
Adult Education

6:00 pm
TOPS
7:00 pm
Trinity Ladies
Holiday Open
House

9:00 am
TOPS
9:30 am
Prayer Circle
10:30 am
Bible Study
6:30 pm
Handbells

10:00 am
NVMA
Rostered
Leaders in
Stratford
7:30 pm
AA

1:00 pm
Overeaters
Anonymous
5:30 pm
Soup Supper
6:30 pm
Evening Prayer
7:00 pm
Trinity Choir

8

10

11

12

13

14

15

Second Sunday of Advent
9:30 am Community Worship
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation
10:45 am Faith Adventures, Youth,
Adult Education

9:00 am
Christmas
Cheer Cookies
6:00 pm
TOPS

9:00 am
TOPS
10:30 am
Bible Study
5:00 pm
Trinity Dove
Deadline
6:30 pm
Handbells

7:00 pm
Church Council
7:30 pm
AA

1:00 pm
Overeaters
Anonymous
5:30 pm
Soup Supper
6:30 pm
Evening Prayer
7:00 pm
Trinity Choir

17

18

19

20

21

Third Sunday of Advent
9:30 am Community Worship with
Faith Adventures
Christmas Story
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation
1:30 pm Nithview Anglican/Lutheran
Worship

6:00 pm
TOPS

9:00 am
TOPS
10:30 am
Bible Study
6:30 pm
Handbells
7:00 pm
Gentle Readers

7:30 pm
AA

9:00 am
Dove Prep
1:00 pm
Overeaters
Anonymous
5:30 pm
Soup Supper
6:30 pm
Evening Prayer
7:00 pm
Trinity Choir

24

25

26

27

28

7:30 pm
AA

1:00 pm
Overeaters
Anonymous

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Trinity offices
Trinity offices
9:30 am Community Worship
closed
closed
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation
11:30 am Trinity Blood Donor Clinic at
Waterloo-Oxford Secondary
School, Baden
Christmas Eve
5:00 pm Christmas Worship
CHRISTMAS DAY
BOXING DAY
7:00 pm Christmas Worship

31
First Sunday of Christmas
9:30 am Community Worship
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation

1

Saturday

2
7:30 pm
AA

9
7:30 pm
AA

16
8:00 am
CCC Christmas
Breakfast at
Trinity
10:00 am
Confirmation
7:30 pm
AA

22

23
7:30 pm
AA

29

30
7:30 pm
AA

No choir

Community Care Concepts’ Annual

Christmas Benefit Breakfast
Saturday, December 16
8:00 am to 11:00 am
Trinity Lutheran Church
in Trinity Hall

Tickets Available at the Door
Adults ...................................$7.00
Children 10 and under ...............$4.00
Family maximum .................$17.00

