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Sabbaths and Celebrations 
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Sunday, December 31 
First Sunday of Christmas 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
   Lessons and Carols, Rev. Phil Heinze Presides 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ No education programming 
 
Sunday, January 7 
Baptism of Our Lord 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ No education programming 
 
Sunday, January 14 
Second Sunday after Epiphany 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures: Jesus and the Disciples 
▪ Adult Education: Interesting Lives 
▪ NVMA Clay Meeting at Trinity at 1:00 pm 
 
 

Sunday, January 21 
Third Sunday after Epiphany 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am with Bishop Pryse 
▪ Faith Adventures: Jesus and the Disciples 
▪ Adult Education: Interesting Things Around the Synod 

with Bishop Michael Pryse 
▪ Congregational Lunch at 11:45 am  
▪ Anglican/Lutheran Worship at Nithview at 1:30 pm 
 
Sunday, January 28 
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures: Jesus and the Disciples 
▪ Adult Education: End of Life Planning 
 

Sacraments and Seasons 

Congratulations to Cathleen and Dan Ritz who welcomed 

Tully Ellis Ritz on December 6th! Tully is the first grandchild 

for Rick and Janice Ritz. 



Holding on to the Christmas Spirit 

The Rev. Tanya Ramer 

And breathe.  

We made it. Many of you are getting your January newsletter 

on or around Christmas Eve. The month has been busy with 

preparing to receive family for Christmas dinner, preparing 

to have the tree decorated, preparing We 

Care Kits, Christmas Hampers, and the 

Faith Adventure Christmas Story.  Trinity 

has been active and alive in ministry in the 

community in which we live and serve. 

The Season of Advent has invited us to 

prepare ourselves for the birth of Christ, to 

slow down and wait in joyful anticipation 

and expectation of the celebration of Jesus’ 

birth. Hopefully, in the midst of busy and 

crazy schedules, we have had a chance to 

reflect on the past year and make plans for 

the new year. 

But tonight, Christmas Eve, we stop and breathe. We take in 

all the wonder and mystery, all the lights and music, and 

Emmanuel, God with us is born anew unto you, unto the 

world – bringing good news of glad tidings, bringing rest for 

the weary, bring hope for the hopeless, bringing joy to the 

children. Christ is born this day and everything changes 

again. 

As we begin 2018 together, we will start to reflect on where 

God is already at work in the world around 

us; how we can find our place in the grand 

scheme of things; and to be light in the 

darkness. God has many wonderful things in 

store for us in this place, and we join 

together in embracing our call to serve God 

and one another. 

As we prepare to celebrate the Season of 

Epiphany, to follow the same star that 

brought the Wise Men to bow at Jesus feet, 

may we explore paths that have yet to be 

discovered, visit places we have never seen 

before, and walk through doors of invitation 

to see with new eyes and generous hearts. 

May the holiday season be filled with laughter, memories, 

good cheer, and hope for a happy and healthy new year for 

all of God’s creation. 
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Christmas at Trinity… Thanks! 

We are grateful to all folks who supplied items for our mitten 

tree, who shopped for our Christmas hampers, and who 

filled We Care Bags.  

Thanks to folks who put up our Christmas Tree and 

decorated the worship space, and to Nancy for the donation 

of the mitten tree from  the Brodrecht farm. 

Thank you to folks who came and donated at our Blood 

Donor Clinic, and to those who volunteered. 

Thanks to the Seltzers for their help with coordinating the 

Dove, and for assistance with prepping the 2018 offering 

envelopes, and to our shepherds who deliver all of our 

communication pieces to their neighbourhoods. 

Thank you to Reid Spencer, Emily Ritz, and our Faith 

Adventures kids for presenting an interactive re-telling of the 

Christmas Story. 

Thank you to our many musicians who bring our worship 

services to life. 

And, thanks to our folks who always round out our cadre of 

helpers in the Worship Rota. Not much would happen 

without greeters, altar guild helpers, ushers, and coffee 

fellowship hosts. 

We couldn’t do it without all of you — thanks! 



From the President 

Lynn Thompson, congregational president 

There once was a little boy who wanted to meet God. 

He knew it was a long trip to where God lived, so he packed 

his suitcase with donuts and a six-pack of root beer, and he 

started his journey. When the little boy had gone about 

three blocks, he met an old man. He was sitting in the park 

just staring at some pigeons. 

The boy sat down next to him and 

opened his suitcase. He was about 

to take a drink from his root beer 

when he noticed that the old man 

looked hungry, so he offered him a 

donut.  

He gratefully accepted it and smiled 

at the boy. His smile was so 

incredible that the boy wanted to 

see it again, so he offered him a root 

beer. Once again, the old man 

smiled at him. The boy was delighted! They sat there all 

afternoon eating and smiling, but they never said a word. 

As it grew dark, the boy realized how tired he was and he got 

up to leave, but before he had gone more than a few steps, 

he turned around, ran back to the old man and gave him a 

hug. The old man gave him his biggest smile ever. 

When the boy opened the door to his own house a short 

time later, his mother was surprised by the look of joy on his 

face. She asked him, “What did you do today that made you 

so happy?” 

He replied, “I had lunch with God.” But before his mother 

could respond, he added, “You know what? He’s got the 

most beautiful smile I’ve ever seen!” 

Meanwhile, the old man, also 

radiant with joy on his face was 

asked by his son, “Father, what did 

you do today that made you so 

happy?” He replied, “I ate donuts in 

the park with God.” But before his 

son could respond, he added, “You 

know, he’s much younger than I 

expected.” 

The wonderful nature of our God – 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – is that 

he both pleases us and is pleased by 

us, smiles at us and makes us smile, fills us and is filled by us. 

This parable came to Council courtesy of Mike Gascon 

leading our monthly devotion.  

I was in tears as Mike read this modern day parable at 

Council, so I knew I had to share it with you. Have you seen 

evidence of God in anyone this Christmas season? Has 

anyone seen evidence of God in you? 
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Annual Meeting 

The Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, February 4th, 

following worship. Here, we will review our mission and 

ministry over the last 12 months, and look to the year 

ahead. 

Content to be included with the Annual Report should be 

submitted by Friday, January 5th. Annual Reports will be 

made available for review two weeks prior to the Annual 

Meeting. 

Bishop’s Visit 

After rescheduling due to an scheduling anomaly, Bishop 

Michael Pryse will be joining us at Trinity on January 21st. 

Bishop Pryse will preach at our 9:30 am worship service that 

day, share with us the exciting things happening around the 

Eastern Synod during adult education, and then join us all 

for lunch in Trinity Hall after our education programming. 

It will be a great morning — be sure and join us! 
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CLAY 2018 in Thunder Bay 

Lori Arnott, Parent Co-ordinator 

CLAY 2018, a.k.a. ThunderClay, is occurring August 15th to 

19th, 2018 in Thunder Bay, Ontario. The registration fee is 

$595 per person and includes accommodations at Lakehead 

University, as well as all meals throughout the gathering.  

Registration opens January 15th , and there are a limited 

number of spaces available. Youth aged 14 to 19 years 

old are eligible to attend as participants. Our Nith Valley 

Ministry Area youth worker, Heidi Van Schaik, and Pastor 

Tanya are planning on attending as leaders. 

Our Trinity youth will fly out of Toronto on Tuesday August 

14th, and will fly back to Toronto on Sunday August 19th at 

The flight cost per person would be $345, including all taxes, 

fees and one checked bag per person. To secure our low 

flight costs we need to pay $100 deposit per seat by January 

15th. 

With a total cost per youth then of $940 (registration plus 

flight), Trinity youth have already started a fundraising 

campaign to offset costs for the trip.  

If you are interested in learning more about the event or 

plan to attend CLAY, please speak to Lori Arnott or Pastor 

Tanya. On January 14th, there will be a meeting at Trinity at 

1:00 pm for youth and their parents. 

Gentle Readers 

The January selection for 

Trinity’s Gentle Readers Book 

Club is They Left Us Everything 

by Plum Johnson. The group 

meets again on January 16th at 

7:00 pm in Trinity Hall. All are 

welcome! Simply come to the 

meeting having read the 

selection in advance. See you 

there! 

On Monday December 11th, a crew of enthusiastic volunteers 

assembled 52 tins of cookies for delivery in our community. 

We had a wonderful assortment of cookies and all the tins 

were filled to the brim! They looked beautiful. 

Thank you to everyone who provided cookies and cookie 

tins. Thank you to the volunteers who wrote out the cards 

and envelopes, assembled the tins, and delivered cookies. 

Thank you to our youth and their helpers who spent two 

Sundays making cookies. Our friends who receive a tin of 

cookies and a card are always delighted with the gift and are 

very appreciative of everyone’s efforts. 

Christmas Cookies 

Education Update 

Pastor Tanya Ramer 

As you may recall from the biographical information during 

the call process, I am enrolled in a PhD program at Waterloo 

Lutheran Seminary. 

From time to time, folks ask whereabouts I am in the 

program. As of this December, I have completed all of the 

necessary coursework. In January, I being writing my 

Theology of Ministry comprehensive, which requires an oral 

defence in June 2018. If successful, I will propose a working 

research question for approval, and begin writing me thesis. 

Thank you for your interest in this educational endeavour! 

Thank you to our folks who are doing lay visitation ministry, 

our Trinity Companions. The visiting you are providing is a 

meaningful link for many of our folks to our wider Trinity 

community.  

Questions, or feedback about how it’s going? Please speak to 

Pastor Helen or Pastor Tanya. We’re grateful for your 

partnership in this ministry! 

Trinity Companions 
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Church Council News 

Nancy Brodrecht, Council Secretary 

The December Council meeting on the 13th was a very active 

one, with emphasis on the 2018 budget to be presented at 

the Annual General Meeting in February. 

Many thanks to our Treasurer, Bob Ruthig, for his hard work 

and dedication to preparing this budget for us. Jackie Currah 

explained each line of the draft budget, making it easier for 

council to understand. After much discussion, Council 

recommended the draft 2018 budget be presented at the 

Annual General Meeting in February. 

Our property folks continue to be busy. Various issues have 

been resolved thanks to Mike. Council discussed and 

approved the contract for Trillium Glass to provide a storm 

window over the double glass doors. Mike is also working on 

the 5 – 10 year maintenance plan for budget purposes. 

Council approved TRC to be recognized as a task team. 

We Care Bags have started to come in. We hope to pack and 

deliver these to Home Hardware for delivery to Winnipeg in 

January. The hats, mittens, scarves, and gifts have been 

delivered to the hamper depot for delivery to our three 

families. Many thanks to those who helped bring a smile to 

the faces of these families. 

On behalf of council, may the many blessings of Christmas be 

with all our Trinity families. 

Hospital Visits 

Please remember to let the church office, 

or Pastors Tanya or Helen, know if you or a 

loved one are in the hospital, or have 

received recent medical attention. Trinity’s 

pastors are pleased to offer pastoral care 

wherever you may be. 

Financial Update 

 General Fund Capital Fund Transfers 

Income $235,299 $17,993 $12,858 

Outgo ($243,274) $15,932 $11,630 

Balance ($7,975) $2,061 $1,228 

Year-to-date figures updated through November 30th, 2017 

Council would like to remind members that pre-authorized 

remittance (PAR) is available to make your offerings more 

convenient. The monthly PAR option is also more effective 

to manage the cashflow of our church, making this a more 

consistent income stream. 

For those that are already using PAR, have you recently 

considered a possible increase to your monthly 

contribution? 

Please see Jamie in the church office for the forms to either 

set up a new PAR contribution or to change your current 

PAR amount. 

The general fund for the current year is currently running a 

small deficit (as of November 30th) and at this point in time, 

we anticipate that the 2018 budget may reflect a deficit as 

well.  So, it is especially important at this time for us all to 

reflect on our stewardship for the year ahead. 

Jackie Currah, congregational council 

Cookbook Coming Soon 

The NVMA (Nith Valley Ministry Area) ACTion Team, formerly 

known as the NVMA Shared Leadership Team, is working on 

a joint cookbook between our 14 Nith Valley congregations. 

It is hoped that this fun project will be a way to celebrate 

ministry and fellowship with each other. 

Watch for more details in the coming month. 
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 Lynn Thompson, president ▪ Tanya Ramer, pastor 
Helen Toman, visitation pastor ▪  Brian Racho, sexton 

Jamie Courtney, parish administrator & minister of music  
Ron Leonard, honourary assistant pastor ▪ Gywin Murray, emerita director of music 

Over the past several years, there has been discussion about 

the parameters surrounding contributions to the 

Endowment Fund. The Endowment Fund does terrific work 

in funding projects both within our Trinity community, and in 

the wider community of New Hamburg and beyond. 

There has been a desire though to not have all memorial 

donations automatically go to the Endowment Fund, as has 

been the case. Some folks have expressed a desire for more 

flexibility in the allocation of memorials.  

As such, a motion has been drafted for the annual meeting 

that allows for specified donations to go the Endowment 

Fund, but then undesignated memorials will go to projects 

and efforts as decided by Congregational Council. 

Here is the motion, as it will appear at the annual meeting in 

February: 

MOTION: 

WHEREAS in 1993, the congregation of Trinity 

Evangelical Lutheran Church (New Hamburg) 

established, and set out the parameters for the 

administration of, the Trinity Endowment Fund; 

AND WHEREAS there is a desire to amend the terms of 

the Trinity Endowment Fund specifically to regulate 

the receipt and allocation of unspecified memorial 

donations and testamentary bequests made to Trinity 

Evangelical Lutheran Church (New Hamburg) 

BE IT THEREFORE MOVED THAT: 

The Trinity Endowment Fund be amended so that 

Section 3 – Operation of the Trinity Endowment Fund, 

Paragraph a). now read as follows: 

The congregation shall transfer to the FUND all 

memorial donations and  testamentary bequests that 

are specifically directed to the FUND by the donor. 

For all other memorial donations and testamentary 

bequests that are  not specifically directed to the 

FUND by the donor, the Congregational Council shall 

direct such gifts for the benefit of the congregation as 

the Congregational Council shall see fit. 

We thank the Endowment Fund Committee and the council 

for their careful consideration of this issue addressed in the  

motion, and  invite you to consider it carefully for discussion 

and a vote at the Annual Meeting. 

Endowment Fund Amendment 

Pastor Tanya Ramer 

Faith in Film 

Plans are coming together for a Faith in Film series this 

spring, after Easter. 

The series will focus on people who are living with 

challenges or disabilities, both physical and intellectual. How 

does God use these challenges as spaces to open up gifts? 

Watch for a full line up of films, and corresponding 

screening dates in the coming months. 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
NEW YEAR’S 
DAY 
Church office 
closed 

2 
9:00 am 
TOPS 

3 
7:30 pm 
AA 

4 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
 
 

5 
 

6 
7:30 pm 
AA 

7 
Baptism of Our Lord 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
 No education  
 programming 

8 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
 
 

9 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
9:30 am 
Prayer Circle 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 

10 
7:30 pm 
AA 
10:00 am 
Confirmation 
Camp Meeting 

11 
9:30 am 
NVMA  
Rostered  
Leaders 
(Trinity) 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 

12 
5:00 pm 
Dove Deadline 
(February  
Issue) 
7:00 pm 
Council  
Christmas 
Gathering 

13 
7:30 pm 
AA 

14 
2nd Sunday after Epiphany 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures, Youth, 
 Adult Learning 
1:00 pm NVMA CLAY Meeting at  
 Trinity 

15 
1:00 pm 
Endowment 
Committee 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 

16 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 
7:00 pm 
Gentle Readers 

17 
10:00 am 
NVMA  
Rostered  
Leaders Meet 
(Wellesley) 
7:00 pm 
Church Council 
7:30 pm 
AA 

18 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 am 
Trinity Choir 

19 
 

20 
10:00 am 
Confirmation 
7:30 pm 
AA 

21 
3rd Sunday after Epiphany 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures, Youth, 
 Adult Learning 
11:45 am Lunch 
1:30 pm Anglican/Lutheran Worship 
 at Nithview 
 
BISHOP PRYSE VISITS TRINITY 

22 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
 
 

23 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 

24 
7:30 pm 
AA 

25 
9:00 am 
Dove Prep 
12:00 pm 
New Hamburg 
Ministerial 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 
 

26 

 

27 
7:30 pm 
AA 

28 
4th Sunday after Epiphany 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures, Youth, 
 Adult Learning 

29 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
6:30 pm 
Trinity TRC 
 
 

30 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 

31 
7:30 pm 
AA 

 

January 2018 Trinity Church 
New Hamburg 

 

Lenten Journey 

Our Lenten Journey starts on Ash 

Wednesday, February 14th. Join us at 

7:00 pm as we make our way towards 

Holy Week and Easter 

Bishop’s Visit 
On January 21st, Bishop Michael 

Pryse visits Trinity, for worship, 

adult education, and lunch... 

please join us! 


