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Sabbaths and Celebrations

Sunday, March 4
Third Sunday in Lent
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation
▪ Faith Adventures: Stewardship
▪ Adult Education: Grandmothers to Grandmothers
with Terry Wood from the Stephen Lewis
Foundation

Saturday, March 31
Vigil of Easter
▪ Community Worship at 7:00 pm
Sunday, April 1
Easter Sunday
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am
▪ Easter Breakfast at 10:45 am
▪ No Education Programming

Sunday, March 11
Fourth Sunday in Lent
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am
▪ Pastor James Brown Preaches and Presides
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation
▪ No Education Programming (March Break)
Sunday, March 18
Fifth Sunday in Lent
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am
▪ Seminarian Leanne Darlington Preaches
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation
▪ No Education Programming (March Break)
▪ Anglican/Lutheran Worship at Nithview at 1:30 pm
Sunday, March 25
Palm/Passion Sunday
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation
▪ Faith Adventures: The Widow’s Offering
▪ Adult Education: How Your Money Is Used Through
Benevolence with Jeff Pym
Thursday, March 29
Maundy Thursday
▪ Community Worship at 7:00 pm

Friday, March 30
Good Friday
▪ Community Worship at 10:00 am

Sacraments and Seasons
On Sunday, February 25th, Trinity welcomed new members
to our community: Sandra Jack; the Brubacher family,
Stephanie, Matt, Lillian and Isaac; and the Van Schaik family,
Heidi, Mike, Abigail, Alison, and Emma. Welcome, folks!

Easter Sunrise Service
On Easter Sunday, April 1st, Pastor Tanya Ramer and Rev.
Margaret Walker (St. George’s Anglican) will lead an Easter
Sunrise service at 6:45 am near the river by the Office Pro.
All are welcome as we celebrate the resurrection in the
early morning hours.
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We Are Going on a Journey
The Rev. Tanya Ramer
By the time everyone gets this newsletter in their hands, we
will already be close to the mid-way mark of Lent. This is the
forty-day journey between Ash Wednesday and Holy Week,
where we explore the ‘in and outs’ of Jesus’ ministry — his
teachings, healings, parables, miracles and connections with
humanity. Jesus started his journey, just like us, in baptism,
and then was quickly shoved into the wilderness by the Spirit
for forty days.

Gethsemane away from the crowds, Jesus needed time to
step back from it all and regroup and re-engage in his call to
return the world to God. He needed to listen to God’s voice
encouraging him, and he needed to voice his concerns for
the mission as well.

Jesus would need trust. Trust that while he would feel very
alone in the wilderness, the same Spirit who was with him in
baptism was also within him the
wilderness,
preparing
him
and
encouraging him. Trusting that God was in
Lent is like going on a
and of the world making all things new
trip… we need to
through Christ’s ministry.

All journeys start with excitement, some
packing, and at least for me, as the date
gets closer to leaving, a little anxiety to
make sure I have everything packed that I
will need on the journey. As I get ready to
prepare
go to Nova Scotia this month, I know I
need to pack snow gear, boots and shoes,
toiletries, IDs, and activities for the kids. So, I make a list of
all the things, checking them off as they are packed. But
inevitably, I will land in Nova Scotia, and will have forgotten
something I need for the journey.
Lent is like going on a trip, and for our Lenten journey, we
need to prepare and pack. But, maybe it’s not physical things
packed in a suit case. What we need to pack for our forty-day
Lenten wilderness journey are things found deep within us,
the gifts of the Spirit for the journey.
When Jesus entered the wilderness, he too, needed to pack
some things, mentally and spiritually, for the journey. He
needed courage to face the things that would tempt him
away from entering fully into his ministry – courage to face
the temptation to human power, human popularity and
human idolatry. Jesus would need courage to trust that
God’s plan for humanity, was bigger and more powerful then
the human things we place our trust in.

and pack.

Jesus would need hope. Hope is a seed
that often lays dormant within us, until
it’s amazing strength is beckoned from
our very soul. When we walk in the wilderness, it is hope we
summon from within and from God. Hope is the belief that
while the journey is full of hardships and disappointments,
these hardships will not last forever. Hope that things will get
better is something Jesus must have clung to through Holy
Week, hope in a new way, hope in God’s way to renew the
earth and creation in love.
And Jesus would need love. Love to carry him through his
frustrations, through his temptations, trough his sorrow and
anger. Jesus would need love, the love of God for him and
for all creation, a love that can sustain and persevere and
conquer. God’s love, revealed in crucifixion and resurrection.
The Lenten journey will take us there, for all of it. And if in
this Lenten journey we forget to pack one of these important
Lenten attributes, or it feels like we are running low on hope
or trust, God will provide from God’s store of infinite
abundance. May the journey be a blessed one for you.

Jesus would need patience. Patience to not get frustrated at
the slippery slope of being tempted to turn away from God.
Patience that his ministry, his entire ministry, would be
revealed to him in God’s time. Patience to not run too
quickly through the wilderness, lest he miss something
important within the journey.
Jesus would need prayer. In the wilderness, in the garden of
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Annual Meeting Highlights

Prayer Vigil

Brenda Grebinski, congregational vice-president
The Annual Meeting for Trinity Lutheran Church, New
Hamburg was held on Sunday, February 4th, 2018.
Council
Chair
Lynn
Thompson
called
the
meeting to order and
Pastor Tanya Ramer gave
an opening prayer. Jamie
Courtney
led
the
congregation in the singing
of the first stanza of the
hymn, “As Saints of Old.”
The agenda was approved
as were the minutes of the last Annual Meeting, Sunday,
February 5th, 2017. Reports from the President, the Pastors,
the Minister of Music and reports from the various council
members were approved.
Jackie Currah reviewed the 2017 Financial Statements and
the 2018 Budget. A question was asked about why there
wasn’t a rent increase on the Wilmot Street residence. It
was decided that this should be discussed at the next council
meeting and should be increased annually.
Judy Guegen agreed to finish Bob Anger’s term, who had to
leave Council due to health concerns, and Bruce Wagler was
nominated to replace Judy Schnarr-Chiduck. Lynn Thompson,
Jim Arbuckle and Carol Merner agreed to stay on council for
a second term.
Rob Murray agreed to a second term on the Endowment
Fund Committee, joining Janet Janzen and Larry Gravill.
Larry Gravill spoke to the amendment to the terms of the
Trinity Endowment Fund, regulating the receipt and
allocation of unspecified memorial donations. A motion was
put forward and carried.
Bob Ruthig and Holly McCurdy agreed to continue as
Treasurer and Financial Secretary.
As there was no further new business, the meeting was
called to a close at 11:30 am, with a closing prayer by Pastor
Tanya Ramer and the singing of stanzas two and three of “As
Saints of Old.”

Each year, Trinity hosts a prayer vigil from Good Friday
through Holy Saturday. Individuals or families from the
congregation sign up for one-hour timeslots from the
conclusion of the morning Good Friday liturgy, through to
the Easter Vigil service on Saturday night.
In this personal time of devotion, as folks contemplate
Christ’s death and resurrection, many will pray, sing, or
read. Consider signing up for a timeslot or two. The sign-up
sheet is in the narthex at Trinity.

Church Council News
Judy Gueguen, Council Secretary
Reflection was given to our Annual General Meeting on
February 4th. Despite the less than ideal winter weather
conditions that morning, we reviewed our mission and
ministry over the last year and now look forward to the
coming year. Thanks to everyone for their participation.
Our January financial statements show higher than expected
costs for church maintenance for the month. These higher
costs are associated with snow removal which unfortunately
is beyond our control. Otherwise we are running very close
to budget.
The property folks continue to be very busy. Mike reported
that 6 new toilets should arrive in the next month and
installation will start shortly after. With all the rain of late, a
few minor roof leaks have shown themselves, so they will be
investigated further in the spring.
Since this was the first council meeting after the Annual
Meeting, council selected the new executive from among its
membership. Lynn Thompson was re-elected as President,
Jim Arbuckle was elected as Vice-President, and Judy
Gueguen was elected as Secretary.
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Easter Breakfast

Secret Sisters

On Easter Sunday, April 1st, the youth will host our annual
Easter Breakfast after worship. Youth are asked to meet at
Trinity at 8:30 am to help set up tables and food.
A sign up sheet is available for folks in our community to
bring an item to share, and indicate the number of people
attending. A freewill offering will support our youth
programming at Trinity.

Grandmothers Campaign
On Monday, February 5th, the Secret Sisters group met for
their annual banquet. In addition to the terrific food and
fellowship, the women made a donation of $520 to Women’s
Crisis Services of Waterloo Region. Wonderful!

NVMA Youth Events
On Saturday, March 3rd, NVMA youth will gather at Trinity for
an evening of board games and card games. The youth meet
at 5:00 pm and wrap up at 9:00 pm. Pizza will be provided,
and youth are asked to contribute $2 to cover the cost.
Please RSVP to Meghan Dale if you plan on attending. The
event is open to youth in grade 5 and up.
The April NVMA youth event will be held on Sunday, April 8 th
at Zion Lutheran Church in Stratford. Details are still being
finalized, but the event will include the Stratford Swan
Parade! Plan to bring a friend!

In 2006 the Stephen Lewis Foundation
launched a campaign to engage
Canadian grandmothers in supporting
their African sisters. The Grandmothers
to Grandmothers Campaign, now a
movement 10,000 strong, has raised
over $25 million that has gone directly
into
the
hands
of
African
grandmothers and the grassroots organizations supporting
them at the front lines of the AIDS pandemic.
On Sunday, March 4th, Terry Wood will be joining us for
adult education to speak about this campaign. Come to hear
how these grandmothers are making a difference in the lives
of their grandchildren and their communities.

Gentle Readers

Pastoral Care
Pastor Tanya will be on vacation from March 8th to 14th.
During her absence, Rev. Margaret Walker (St. George’s
Anglican Church, New Hamburg) and Pastor Helen Toman,
Trinity’s visitation pastor, will provide emergency pastoral
care. Please contact the church office for contact information
for the on-call clergy.
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The March selection for Trinity’s
Gentle Readers Book Club is
Homefront by Kristen Hannah. The
group meets again on March 20th at
7:00 pm in Trinity Hall. All are
welcome! Simply come to the
meeting having read the selection
in advance. See you there!

From the President
Lynn Thompson, congregational president
One year ago, we were anticipating the arrival of Pastor
Tanya Ramer, our newly called pastor. The year has flown
by, and what a year it has been! Pastor Tanya has brought
youth, renewed energy and vigour to Trinity, with her
creativity, forward thinking, and of course, with her
infectious giggle! When Lori Arnott outlined Tanya’s
strengths and recommended her to the congregation, Lori
highlighted some key concepts:
Tanya believes in
relationships with young and old, authenticity, teamwork,
and love of music. These are all evident in Tanya’s first year
at Trinity.
Easter Vigil was welcomed with an evening service begun
outside, in the wind, at dusk. Pastor Tanya’s giggle could be
heard as we tried valiantly to light candles in the wind at
chilly dusk. We moved inside for a beautiful service,
complete with dramatized readings from the Old Testament,
recounting stories of our faith. Our youth members, Ian, Allie
and Meghan assisted with the music of the evening.
In June, Pastor Tanya led Council through a day of visioning,
where we looked back to where we have been and
anticipated our future. We attempted to address the
inevitable changes and prepare for, even to welcome them.
This was a day where Council also learned about each other,
building a strong team, under the skilled guidance of Pastor
Tanya. Her style is one of empowerment — give Council the
tools to do their jobs well and then step back to let them
proceed.
Pastor Tanya was part of the planning team who managed
the move from Camp Edgewood to Camp Kintail. There was
concern about the move’s success, but I heard many glowing
reports about Confirmation Camp in August. Pastor Tanya
made sure the learning came alongside the fun!
Who can forget our Rally Sunday 2017! Our Dr. Seussical
Service was terrific. Pastor Tanya is in her element when
having fun – with all of us! The rhyme time awakened the
child in many of us. This is a service I personally hope we will
see again.
Music was identified as a strength and a love of Pastor
Tanya. Her voice can be heard at the altar on most Sundays. I

especially enjoy watching her bounce along to catchy
rhythms, as was so evident when we sang the December
Kyrie.
Whether preaching from the pulpit or at the font, Pastor
Tanya always has a message for us - a nugget we can take
home to ponder. She maintains the traditions and the
teachings of the church even as she demonstrates flexibility
with worship when the time is right. She wears her heart on
her sleeve, and is often as moved by the message as are we,
the congregation.
Pastor Tanya leads with grace. She is hard working, loves
partnerships, supports Jamie’s musical leadership wholeheartedly, listens with an open heart and embraces new
ideas with enthusiasm. We at Trinity are blessed to be
working alongside Pastor Tanya Ramer.

Vacation Bible School
The Bridges VBS is an area-wide Vacation Bible School that
has been hosted at KW congregations for several years.
This year, VBS runs
from July 9th to 13th
at
Mount
Zion
Lutheran Church in
Waterloo, and the
theme is Rolling River
Rampage. This is a
full-day
program
from 9:00 am to 4:00
pm. The cost is $100 per child (ages 5 to 11 by December
31st, 2018). The cost includes all lunches, snacks, and a tshirt. Youth in grades 6 and up are welcome to join in the fun
as helpers and volunteers.
Registration opens March 1st, and more information is
available aqt www.bridgesvbs.weebly.com. For more info,
email Heidi at bridgesvbs@gmail.com.
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Quilt Raffle

A Piece of History
Pastor Tanya Ramer
In November, the Nith Valley Ministry Area gathered
together to commemorate the 500th Anniversary of the
Reformation. At the event, congregations were asked to
contribute a booth representing a piece of that history.
Trinity, with the help of Rick Ritz and Dorothea Butz,
provided a display to echo the important role the Gutenberg
Press played in the time of the Reformation. With the
creation of a printing press, Martin Luther was able to mass
produce his writings, as well getting the Bible into the hands
of the common people.
Dorothea loaned her family Bible to the display that
weekend. Printed in 1737, it showed the detail and
craftsmanship of its time. That same Bible has now been
graciously loaned, temporarily, to Trinity Church and is on
display in the Katie Luther Room. Thank you, Dorothea!

World Day of Prayer
The 2018 World Day of Prayer Service will be held at Zion
United Church on Friday, March 2nd at 7:00 p.m. This year’s
service was written by the women of Suriname on the theme
“All God’s Creation is Very Good”. The poster is up on our
bulletin board.
This annual service is rotated between several New Hamburg
churches. Women from all of these churches participate in
the planning and in the readings. The host church provides
light refreshments after the service.
The services are always very moving and informative. Come
and learn more about Suriname and stay afterwards to enjoy
the delicious refreshments!

In the month of March, Trinity youth will be selling tickets in
a quilt raffle. Melissa Racho has made a beautiful quilt, and
proceeds will go to support youth ministry at Trinity.
Thanks, Melissa!
On Easter Sunday, at the Easter Breakfast, the winner will
be drawn. Make sure to get your tickets in advance, as we
anticipate selling out before Easter.

Summer Vacation Plans?
Interested in taking a road trip to the east coast this summer
to see Lisa Hagen’s new play, Dancing on the Elephant?
If you are interested in joining us in early August for a 9-day
coach tour of the Atlantic coast, culminating in the world
premiere of Lisa’s play, you can express your interest on the
bulletin board in the narthex (with no commitment), or email
LHagen@aha.ca. An indication of interest is needed in early
March. The price is coming down as the itinerary is being
firmed up.

Financial Update
Jackie Currah, congregational council
General Fund Capital Fund

Transfers

Income

$22,342

$1,326

$330

Outgo

($26,001)

$1,684

$335

Balance

($3,659)

($358)

($5)

Year-to-date figures updated through January 31st, 2018

Lynn Thompson, president ▪ Tanya Ramer, pastor
Helen Toman, visitation pastor ▪ Brian Racho, sexton
Jamie Courtney, parish administrator & minister of music
Ron Leonard, honourary assistant pastor ▪ Gywin Murray, emerita director of music
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March 2018
Sunday

Trinity Church
New Hamburg

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Lent, Holy Week, Easter
Join us for these services in the coming weeks:
▪ Evening Prayer on Thursdays at 6:30 pm
th
▪ Maundy Thursday, March 29 at 7:00 pm
th
▪ Good Friday, March 30 at 10:00 am
st
▪ Easter Vigil, March 31 at 7:00 pm
st
▪ Easter Sunday, April 1 at 9:30 am

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

9:00 am
Dove Prep
1:00 pm
Overeaters
Anonymous
5:30 pm
Soup Supper
6:30 pm
Evening Prayer
7:00 pm
Trinity Choir

7:00 pm
World Day of
Prayer Service
at Zion United
Church

5:00 pm
NVMA Games
Night at Trinity
7:30 pm
AA

9

10

4

5

6

7

8

Third Sunday in Lent
9:30 am Community Worship
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation
10:45 am Faith Adventures,
Adult Learning

6:00 pm
TOPS

9:00 am
TOPS
9:30 am
Prayer Circle
10:30 am
Bible Study
6:30 pm
Handbells

10:00 am
NVMA Rostered
Leaders in
East Zorra
12:00 pm
SSSS at
Zion United
7:30 pm
AA

1:00 pm
Overeaters
Anonymous
5:30 pm
Soup Supper
6:30 pm
Evening Prayer
7:00 pm
Trinity Choir

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

Fourth Sunday in Lent
9:30 am Community Worship
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation

6:00 pm
TOPS

9:00 am
TOPS
10:30 am
Bible Study
6:30 pm
Handbells

12:00 pm
SSSS at
Wilmot
7:30 pm
AA

1:00 pm
Overeaters
Anonymous
5:30 pm
Soup Supper
6:30 pm
Evening Prayer
7:00 pm
Trinity Choir

5:00 pm
Dove Deadline
(February
Issue)

7:30 pm
AA

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

Fifth Sunday in Lent
9:30 am Community Worship
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation
1:30 pm Anglican/Lutheran Worship
at Nithview

9:00 am
TOPS
10:30 am
Bible Study
6:30 pm
Handbells
7:00 pm
Gentle Readers

12:00 pm
SSSS at
Trinity
7:30 pm
AA

No education programming

6:00 pm
TOPS
7:00 pm
NVMA Shared
Ministry
Meeting in
Philipsburg

1:00 pm
Overeaters
Anonymous
5:30 pm
Soup Supper
6:30 pm
Evening Prayer
7:00 pm
Trinity Choir

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

Palm/Passion Sunday
9:30 am Community Worship
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation
10:45 am Faith Adventures,
Adult Learning

6:00 pm
TOPS

9:00 am
TOPS
10:30 am
Bible Study
6:30 pm
Handbells

7:00 pm
Church Council
7:30 pm
AA

9:00 am
Dove Prep
1:00 pm
Overeaters
Anonymous
7:00 pm
Maundy
Thursday
Worship

10:00 am
Good Friday
Worship

7:00 pm
Easter Vigil
Worship
7:30 pm
AA

No education programming

7:30 pm
AA

10:00 am
Confirmation
7:30 pm
AA

