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Palm/Passion Sunday 



Sabbaths and Celebrations 
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Sunday, April 1 
Easter Sunday 
▪ Sunrise Service by the River at 6:45 am 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Easter Breakfast at 10:45 am 
▪ No Education Programming 
 
Sunday, April 8 
Second Sunday of Easter 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
   with Farewell and Godspeed  
   for Seminarian Leanne Darlington 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures; Adult Education 
 
Sunday, April 15 
Third Sunday of Easter 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures; Adult Education 
▪ Anglican/Lutheran Worship at Nithview at 1:30 pm 
▪ Organ Recital at Trinity—Angus Sinclair 
 
Sunday, April 22 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures; Adult Education 
 
Sunday, April 29 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures; Adult Education 
 

Sunday, May 6 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures; Adult Education 
 
Sunday, May 13 
Seventh Sunday of Easter 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures; Adult Education 

On March 11th, Ron Schaaf died, and a memorial service was 

held at the Mark Jutzi Funeral Home. Our prayers are with 

the Schaaf family at this time. 

Sacraments and Seasons 

Confirmation Change 

Starting this year, Trinity shifts Confirmation Sunday to the 

spring. This change puts the Confirmation Rite at the end of 

the teaching year, and more closely matches other 

congregations who share in our Confirmation Camp 

ministry. Keep our young folks in your prayers as they 

prepare for Confirmation on May 27th.  



Shared Ministry in NVMA 

The Rev. Tanya Ramer 

On March 19th, a group of about 40 people representing 

twelve of the fourteen congregations of the Nith Valley 

Ministry Area (our local group of Lutheran congregations) 

met again to find ways to bring congregations together and 

collaborate on ministry opportunities.  

The focus of this gathering was to gauge and begin a 

conversation with NVMA congregations around what it 

might look like if we formed partnerships around staff and 

programming. This conversation is to assist those 

congregations that are feeling a pinch to look at new 

opportunities to be faithful communities.   

Think of the process as looking similar to a medical co-op. 

There, doctors work in an office where multiple physicians 

share the workload and their particular specialties creating a  

wholistic approach to medicine. If you cannot see your 

doctor, you don’t have to wait in emergency to be triaged, 

rather your doctor’s colleague can read your file and assist 

you. It keeps the health of the patient front and centre, and 

when there is a change in the staff, the patient is still 

serviced by the team, not left to wonder who will take their 

doctor’s place. A similar model might work well for the Nith 

Valley Ministry Area. 

Currently, of the 14 congregations in the NVMA, 5 

congregations support 5 full-time rostered leaders, 5 

congregations are active in sharing a rostered leader totalling 

a full-time call (one pastor serves 2 congregations, the other 

serves 3), and the remaining 4 congregations are being 

served by very part-time interim rostered leaders that are 

retired. Congregations are coming together to find new ways 

of being church, and the conversation in the room was 

honest, vulnerable and hope-filled. 

What options are available to our ministry area to strengthen 

and promote growth?  The joys of working together provide 

us with a variety of ministry and leadership styles. It would 

allow rostered leaders to utilize their gifts together, rather 

than one rostered leader having to be an expert in all things. 

It provides for an easier transition during leadership changes, 

and hopefully lowers anxiety in congregations.  

What might a shared ministry model look like? There are 

many options available to explore, and ten of the twelve 

congregations in attendance all agreed to join the 

conversation and the other congregations were maybes. 

Trinity found itself in the “yes” category, wanting to explore 

the conversation further. Right now, we are just in the 

conversation phase. there are no firm commitments from 

anyone to buy into an end result. But, the conversation is 

important for all of us in the NVMA. Rick Ritz has agreed to 

be our Trinity representative to the new steering team to 

further the conversation, and to communicate important 

information back to Trinity council and the congregation. 

Please hold this steering team and all the congregations in 

the NVMA in prayer, as they ask difficult questions about 

present and future ministry in the Area. If you’d like more 

information on the meeting, please speak to me, Lynn 

Thompson or Jim Arbuckle who were a part of this 

conversation.  

At the end of the meeting, there was an energy in the room 

of excitement, of possibility, of hope. We have before us a 

renewed focus for the future and joy at the opportunity to 

form partnerships. 
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In February of 2018, Pastor Bonnie Schelter-Brown resigned 

as the Dean of the Nith Valley Ministry Area. Congregations 

of the ministry area came together and recommended to 

Synod Office that Pastor Jeff Laustsen, of Zion Stratford, be 

appointed as our next Dean. With the successful 

appointment, the leadership team of the NVMA would like 

to gather the area together to install Jeff and members of 

the leadership team and thank Bonnie for her many years of 

faithful service to the Area Ministry. 

Mark Thursday, May 10th on your calendars to attend this 

wonderful affirmation of ministries. Trinity has been asked to 

host he installation. May 10th is also Ascension Day on the 

church calendar, the 40th day in the season of Easter. It will 

be a wonderful celebration! 

Installation of NVMA Dean 



Community Care Concepts 

Effective April 1st, 2018, Community Care Concepts  will be 

using space at Trinity on the lower level in the Nabert Room. 

The Executive Director of Community Care Concepts, Cathy 

Harrington, offers the following thoughts on their growing 

range of services, and the opportunity for using space at 

Trinity: 

Community Care Concepts of Woolwich, Wellesley and 

Wilmot is a non-profit charitable organization that 

provides services and supports that assist seniors, and 

adults with unique needs, to live independently in the 

community. Services include Meals On Wheels, 

transportation to medical and other appointments, 

adult day programs, community dining, homemaking, 

home maintenance, friendly visiting, practical in-home 

support, gentle exercise, fall prevention programs, 

social programs, and support in transitioning from 

hospital to home. Each year more than 7,000 

individuals and their caregivers turn to the 

organization for support. As an organization, we are 

seeing a continual demand for our services, 

particularly in Wilmot Township. We are now serving 

more individuals in Wilmot Township than we served 

as an entire organization 5 years ago. We are excited 

to have the opportunity to establish a satellite office 

at Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church in April of 2018. 

An enhanced presence in Wilmot Township will help to 

promote awareness of services for those who can 

benefit while also making it much for convenient for 

residents of Wilmot Township to have access to our 

services closer to home. Whether it be a question 

about what may be available, a need to access 

services or a desire to volunteer to help us with our 

work, we look forward to welcoming residents to our 

new space. 

We are thankful to Trinity for providing this 

opportunity and look forward to working with both 

Trinity and Interfaith Counselling Centre to serve the 

needs of our community.  

We wish Community Care Concepts well in their new space 

at Trinity, and look forward to a long relationship with them. 

Welcome, folks! 
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Gentle Readers 

The April selection for Trinity’s Gentle 

Readers Book Club is The Invention of 

Wings by Sue Monk Kidd. The group 

meets again on April 17th at 7:00 pm in 

Trinity Hall. All are welcome! Simply 

come to the meeting having read the 

selection in advance. See you there! 

Spring Women’s Event 

On Saturday April 14th, the region-wide Women’s Ministry 

Programme Team presents “Bloom Where You are Planted”.  

The event will be held at St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church, 248 

Highland Road East in Kitchener.   Registration is at 9:30 am 

and the programme will run from 10:00 am until 3:00 pm.   

All Trinity women are invited to attend – it will be a great 

day! Please contact Pat Schmetzer (519-576-0537) by April 

1st to register.  The registration fee is $15.00 which includes 

lunch.  Please see the poster on our bulletin board.  

The April NVMA 

youth event will be 

held on Sunday, 

April 8th at Zion 

Lutheran Church in 

Stratford. The youth 

will meet at the 

church at 12:45 pm 

(202 Erie Street). 

From there, the youth will attend the annual Stratford Swan 

Parade, enjoying the festivities and playing some 

games.  Plan to bring a friend! Pick-up time will be 4:00 pm 

at Zion.  

RSVP to our NVMA Youth Worker, Heidi Van Schaik, at 

hvanschaik@rogers.com by Wednesday, April 4th.   

NVMA April Youth Event 
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April Organ Recital 

On Sunday, April 15th at 

3:00 pm, Trinity presents 

an organ recital featuring 

Angus Sinclair. Works 

featured by Bach, 

Buxtehude, Cabena, and 

Sinclair on the Gabriel 

Kney organ. 

Angus Sinclair is a 

Canadian organist and 

pianist. As organist and music director, his appointments 

included St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, and the Blyth Festival 

Singers. He was accompanist for the Three Cantors from 

1997 to 2016, recording several CDs, performing 250 

concerts, and raising over $1 million in aid of the Huron 

Hunger Fund. 

A freewill offering supports the work of Community Care 

Concepts. Refreshments to follow. 

From the President 

At the time of writing this article, I am looking ahead to Holy 

Week with excitement.  Our services during Holy week are 

truly special, each one unique and full of meaning. By the 

time this article goes to print, Holy Week will be behind us 

for another year.  

Maundy Thursday celebrates the evening when Jesus, in the 

Upper Room during the Last Supper, said to his disciples, “A 

new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; 

even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.” 

Sometimes Maundy Thursday includes the washing of feet, 

sometimes not. It ends solemnly, as the altar is stripped in 

preparation for Good Friday and Easter Vigil.  

Our Good Friday worship recognizes the death of Jesus on 

the cross. The music of Good Friday, while often dark, sets 

the tone for the event. It is held on the day when our Lord 

was buried in a tomb.  

Entering the sanctuary in silence during the Prayer Vigil is a 

particularly awesome experience. Each member who takes a 

turn, makes a personal decision about how the hour will be 

spent in devotion. Being alone yet never alone in that space 

and at that time brings time for reflection and renewal.  

Our two Easter services, Saturday evening and Sunday 

morning, with uplifting music and much celebration, mark 

the end of Holy Week and the Resurrection of Jesus from the 

tomb. At Trinity, the Sunday morning service is followed by a 

wonderful breakfast, planned and served by our youth. What 

a terrific way to mark the end of Holy Week. 

A reminder of what Jesus said on Maundy Thursday: “A new 

commandment I give to you, that you love one another; even 

as I have loved you, that you also love one another.”  As we 

celebrate the resurrection of Jesus, let us reflect on this most 

important message from him. How can we best love one 

another? Does this mean to love those in our families, in our 

church families, in our workplace?  Of course it does. But we 

need to resurrect a theme which we have addressed many 

times over the past years. We need to reach out beyond our 

comfort zone, to love those whom we do not know.  

A couple of years ago, Trinity rallied round and succeeded in 

bringing a family to Canada, out of the refugee camp in 

Lynn Thompson, congregational president 

which they had been living. That whole experience brought 

so much love and joy to all of us. The family has become part 

of our community here in New Hamburg. Bravo! Can we pat 

ourselves on the back for a job well done? Certainly. Should 

it end there? Have we done enough? Are there families right 

here in New Hamburg who could use our love and support? 

Are there other families in war-torn countries who could use 

the love and support we at Trinity have the capacity to give?  

It is important to maintain our buildings, to keep the 

furnaces running, to repair the beautiful stained glass 

windows, etc. But we need to continue to look beyond our 

walls at the same time. May we continue to reach out, to 

find opportunities to serve, as Jesus said, to “love one 

another; even as I have loved you, that you also love one 

another.” 
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the nose to make it bleed so I wouldn’t have to go, but it 

didn’t work,” remembered Roberta. “I tried to hide in the 

back but I fell asleep. When I woke, he was looking straight 

at me. My heart was pounding. Then he sexually assaulted 

me again. I never dealt with it and I try to protect myself 

still.” 

The abuse was not spoken about between the sisters until 40 

years later at which time Dawn, a retired teacher of 28 years, 

reported a different type of experience. 

“I was 7 or 8 and in deep despair. I fell asleep crying on a 

bench and had a very vivid dream where Jesus was on the 

dining hall wall and sent me the message that ‘He’d always 

look after me.’ I had a physical wave go through me, 

invigorating,  and that stayed with me all my life. Later, when 

I had a heavy period of drinking, I heard a voice that said, ‘I 

told you before I would look after you.’ I quit drinking and 

became a teacher.” 

During the last week of February, Trinity’s Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission Task Team hosted a discussion 

with two survivors of the Mohawk Institute Residential 

School, near Brantford.  

Roberta and Dawn Hill were only six and seven years old 

when they were taken to the “Mushhole,” named because of 

the gruel served at meals to the students. After a happy, 

family-centred upbringing to that time, their Native father 

passed, leaving their Non-Native mother to raise 14 kids 

from the blended family, and suffer the comments and 

stealing directed at them. Her mental health deteriorated, 

requiring hospitalization, and the younger children were sent 

to the Institute. 

They were assigned numbers stripping them of their 

humanity. They were physically and sexually abused by the 

staff and priests of the institute. Roberta emotionally 

recalled how the principal molested her immediately after a 

tearful reunion with her mother. 

“After that, I didn’t want to go to church. I punched myself in 

Residential School Survivors at Trinity 

Lisa Hagen for TRC Task Team 

Dawn Hill discusses her experiences at the Mohawk Institute Residential School pictured behind her. She and her sister survived 

over 4 years of abuse before going into foster care.  

Continued on next page... 
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 Lynn Thompson, president ▪ Tanya Ramer, pastor 
Helen Toman, visitation pastor ▪  Brian Racho, sexton 

Jamie Courtney, parish administrator & minister of music  
Ron Leonard, honourary assistant pastor ▪ Gywin Murray, emerita director of music 

Financial Update 

 General Fund Capital Fund Transfers 

Income $40,379 $2,704 $740 

Outgo ($50,668) $1,684 $655 

Balance ($10,289) $1,020 $85 

Year-to-date figures updated through February 28th, 2018 

Jackie Currah, congregational council 

Faith Adventures Carnival 

After a great year of Christian education programming for 

our youngest members, Faith Adventures will wrap up on 

Sunday, May 27th with our Faith Adventures Carnival! 

Trinity folks of all ages are invited to join us after worship 

that day for ice cream, games, balloon animals, and a bouncy 

castle. Bring a friend! 

Nancy Dale talks with Roberta Hill, a survivor of the Mohawk 

Institute Residential School, after an emotional recounting of 

her abuse at the hands of priests and staff.  

Survivors… continued 

Despite their experiences, both entered professional careers 

as a nurse and teacher, but the violence came back to their 

community as students returned to a culture they did not 

know and from an environment that encouraged abuse. 

Roberta has many hard questions for the government. “How 

could they dare target children, the most vulnerable? How 

do you justify separating families? My friends were bribed 

with ice-cream while walking to their grandmothers’s house. 

They were taken to the Mushhole without their father or 

grandparents knowing. I call that kidnapping,” she 

recounted. “That man recently told me he preferred serving 

in the Vietnam war over being at the Mushhole. I find it 

difficult to get a handle on it all.” 

The two women are deeply involved in a charity to build a 

memorial park honouring the children who attended the 

Mohawk Institute. (www.mohawkvillagepark.com).  

“We want to put something positive in the space,” Dawn 

said. 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
Easter Sunday 
6:45 am Sunrise Worship Service 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:45 am Easter Breakfast 
 
No Education Programming 

2 
Easter Monday 
Church Office 
Closed 
 
 

3 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
9:30 am 
Prayer Circle 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 

4 
9:30 am 
NVMA Rostered 
Leaders at  
Trinity 
7:30 pm 
AA 

5 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 

6 
 

7 
7:30 pm 
AA 

8 
Second Sunday of Easter 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures,  
 Adult Learning 

9 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
 
 

10 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 

11 
9:30 am 
Confirmation 
Camp Meeting 
7:30 pm 
AA 

12 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 

13 
 

14 
7:30 pm 
AA 

15 
Third Sunday of Easter 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures,  
 Adult Learning 
1:30 pm Nithview Worship 
3:00 pm Organ Recital at Trinity 

16 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
 
 

17 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
7:00 pm 
Gentle Readers 
 
No Handbells 

18 
7:00 pm 
Church Council 
7:30 pm 
AA 

19 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
 
No Choir 
 

20 
5:00 pm 
Trinity Dove 
Deadline  
(May Issue) 

21 
10:00 am 
Confirmation 
at Trinity 
7:30 pm 
AA 

22 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures,  
 Adult Learning 

23 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
 
 

24 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 

25 
7:30 pm 
AA 

26 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 

27 
 

28 
7:30 pm 
AA 

29 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures,  
 Adult Learning 

30 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
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Flowers for Worship 
Consider signing up for contributing flowers for our worship space to observe 

an occasion, either solemn or joyous. We appreciate flowers from your garden 

(when it’s warmer!) or from your favourite florist. 


