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Sabbaths and Celebrations

Sunday, June 3
2nd Sunday after Pentecost
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation
▪ Education Programming breaks until September

Sunday, June 17
4th Sunday after Pentecost
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am
with recognition of Pastor Phil Heinze’s
50th Anniversary of Ordination
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation
▪ Anglican/Lutheran Worship at Nithview at 1:30 pm

Sunday, June 10
3rd Sunday after Pentecost
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am
with baptism
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation

Sunday, June 24
5th Sunday after Pentecost
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation

Sacraments and Seasons
On Sunday, May 6th, Lakelyn Everley Bouwmeester was
baptized at Trinity. Lakelyn is the daughter of Tyler
Bouwmeester and Ali Pearson.
On Sunday, May 27th, on Holy Trinity Sunday, three youth
will affirm their baptisms in the rite of confirmation: Lillian
Brubacher, Ethan Currah, and Susie Malina.
On the cover of this issue of the Dove, the Nith Valley
Ministry Area met for an Ascension Day service at Trinity on
May 10th. Here, we installed Rev. Jeff Laustsen of Stratford
as our new Dean, and gave thanks for the ministry of Rev.
Bonnie Shelter-Brown of New Dundee, our outgoing Dean.
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Affirmation of Baptism
The Rev. Tanya Ramer
One of the last instructions that Jesus gave to his disciples is
known as The Great Commission: "Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching
them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And
remember, I am with you always, to the end of the
age." (Matthew 28:19-20). Jesus also gave his disciples this
promise: "But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit
has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth." (Acts 1:8)
On May 27th, three of our young adults will affirm their
baptismal promises through the rite of confirmation: Lillian
Brubacher, Ethan Currah and Susie Malina. Trinity has a
history of inviting these young adults to give witness to their
faith through public speaking. While some of us are
comfortable with public speaking, others are gifted with the
ability to write. This year’s witness statements from the
confirmation youth are being shared with you through the
Dove. This form of witness gives more of our members an
opportunity to get to know our young adults. Thank you to
Lillian, Ethan, and Susie for sharing a piece of your faith story
with us!
— Lillian Brubacher —
Hi, my name is Lillian Brubacher and one of my favorite
scripture passages is: “so do not fear, for I am with you; do
not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and
help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right
hand.” (Isaiah 41:10). This Bible verse is meaningful to me
because it says that God is with you everywhere you go. It
reminds me that God is there watching over me, to help and
guide me. As a youth, one of my hopes for the church is to
be more involved with the congregation and the wider
church. Something that I learned in confirmation is that
there are different kinds of stories in the Bible. There are
some that are meant to be taken literally, and some that are
not literal, and instead are meant as parables. This is
important because sometimes if you know a story is made up
you might try to understand it differently than if it was true.

— Ethan Currah —
“Do everything without complaining or arguing.” (Philippians
2:14). My name is Ethan Currah. I chose this scripture
because it was short and sweet. God tells us that we should
be good to everyone, and not complain or argue with them.
Everything we do in our life should be with no complaining
or arguing even if it is with people we don’t like. Let
everyone have an opinion.
I learned that its not just the pastor who does all the work
around the church; there are many different people helping
to keep the church running in the right direction. People can
help from being on council to helping clean up the church in
the spring or fall clean-ups. Also, everyone giving donations
helps maintain the church.
My hope is that they make the songs shorter, so you don’t
have to stand to sing. I want the church to continue to get
new members all the time and keep growing at a steady
pace. In the years to come I hope that the shingles stay on
the roof and the church keeps standing.
— Susie Malina —
My name is Susie Malina, and the scripture passage that is
important to me is from Ephesians 4:32: “be kind to one
another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, as God in
Christ has forgiven you.” I like this verse because it’s helpful
advice for how to live in community with others. It’s also a
nice description of who God is. When we do something
wrong, and make a mistake, we don’t have to go around
feeling guilty, sad, and bad about it. When we’re sorry about
it, we can know that God forgives us, and will always love us,
and be with us. Forgiving takes away all the drama, arguing,
and stress in the world. Having an attitude of forgiveness
also helps in understanding people’s situations. It’s also
important to be kind to others. Not everyone is kind, and it’s
a simple act to do, that can make a big difference.
My hopes for the church in the future is that more youth and
young people can be involved through songs that are
engaging and appealing to youth. I think it’s important to
help out the community more and make them feel welcome
to faith and the church.
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Leadership Award

Church Council News
Judy Gueguen, Council Secretary
Trinity Church always seems to be a busy place, and the
month of May was no exception. A successful work day was
held May 3rd. Many hands were working inside and out,
upstairs and down, cleaning, repairing, raking, painting, and
whatever else was needed. Many thanks to all those who
took the morning off to help in one way or the other. The
work list keeps growing and we are falling behind on a few
chores needing to be done. Mike has compiled a list of tasks
we hope to complete before fall. We’ll be sharing the list
shortly, and hope to get some helpers to tackle these jobs.
The playground equipment is gone, thanks to a couple of
members from the congregation.
Council passed a motion to allow the Lioness group to have
their monthly meeting the third Thursday of every month in
Trinity Hall.
Cupboards in Trinity Hall have been cleaned, freeing up more
room for user group and Trinity storage. There was a
suggestion to make a closet out of these cupboards and
remove the coat racks, freeing up more space in Trinity Hall.
Our financial situation is showing a substantial deficit in the
general fund. Our capital fund is still in good shape. Please
review your personal stewardship practices and help us
improve the general fund deficit.
Work on repair of the stain glass windows at the elevator
entrance, and behind the alter will hopefully begin in the
next couple of weeks. We have put in a request for another
ELFEC grant to be put towards the repair of one of these
windows.

Bishop Michael Pryse and Sherry Coman
Trinity’s own Sherry Coman, has been chosen to receive a
2018 Eastern Synod Leadership Award for Exemplary Service
to the Wider Community. The Award will be presented at a
banquet at the Eastern Synod Assembly in June.
Sherry was Lutheran Campus Ministry Toronto coordinator
from 2008 to 2012, and is the creator of the Lutherans
Connect devotions, which enjoys an international following!
In our own backyard, here at Trinity, Sherry has curated Faith
in Film series and discussions for many years.
Congratulations, Sherry! And, thank you for your service to
the church and community!

Worship Rota
Very shortly, we’ll be preparing the next issue of the Worship
Rota, our semi-annual schedule of Sunday morning helpers.
The next issue will cover July through Christmastime.

Summer Flowers
Consider signing up for a week to bring flowers to worship
this summer. Flowers can be given in remembrance of an
occasion, either solemn or joyous, or for no reason other
than to brighten our worship space! Please fill in your name
on the chart in the narthex if you care to contribute. Flowers
from your garden or your favourite florist are always
welcome.

We could use a few more helpers to assist in preparing our
Coffee, Juice, and Conversation fellowship. Duties involve
coming a little early to set up, and sticking around to clean
up, three or four times per year. Training is provided, and
Dave Mello will often lend a hand when he can.
Please speak to Jamie in the church office if you can help
with this hospitality ministry.
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Visiting Our Trinity Friends and Neighbours
Helen Toman, Visitation Pastor
As I write this piece for the Dove, today is a dull and dreary
day. While this is a correct comment for the weather today,
it is also a comment about the lives of some of our family,
neighbours, and fellow Trinity members. Trinity has a list of
members over 80 years young, and with over 80 people on
that list, it is not surprising that as Visitation Pastor, I hear a
comment or two about things being dull and dreary. They
may be talking about the weather, but more often than not it
is a comment about their present state of affairs. Some of
our members never leave their home or the facility they are
living. Some who might wish to be involved in programs just
can’t do it. It becomes a rotating cycle.
Getting a visit from one of their church family is often a
highlight for them. And I must say, doing the visiting is often
a highlight of my day, also! I am blessed to be able to visit; it
is a wonderful ministry. Visitation ministry is hands-on
ministry; it doesn’t mean very many committee meetings,
and there is less administrative details to be abreast of. I get
to see people who want to be seen, be listened to, who want
to chat, and share stories, hear about their church home and
talk about their faith. It is an awesome ministry! But, there
are hard moments. Moments of illness, dying and death.
There are times of family pain, hurt, and frustration. Even in
those moments, the connecting, sharing and being together
embraced by God are good moments.
Since it is physically impossible for me to see everyone, we
have a group of about 12 members who are doing some of
this visiting, the Trinity Companions. Most of them visit our
members who are still in their own homes. It is a great
addition to the visitation program! If you would like to do a
visit or two a month, please talk to Pastor Tanya or myself.
We will be happy to get you involved.
Trinity also has an active Prayer Circle, who, during some
part of their day, pray for Trinity family members and others
who have asked for prayer. Often due to illness or a death
they feel the loving arms of God through the prayer of
others. I meet with the Prayer Circle coordinator, Connie
Forler, and Pastor Tanya once a month to get updates to
then send out that list to the Prayer Circle. If you or someone
you know is need of prayer, or ill, or in the hospital, please to

call or email the church and let us know. We want to visit
you and hold you in prayer.
Summer is soon upon us and with the nice weather we
become more mobile. I encourage you to think about that
housebound, lonely, or ill member or neighbour. There are
lots of ways to engage with them. Take over a cold drink and
sit and chat for a few minutes. That is all it takes to make
someone’s day! Have a great summer!
We are blessed by being a blessing to others.

Gentle Readers
The June selection for Trinity’s Gentle
Readers Book Club is 419 by Will
Ferguson. The group meets again on
June 19th at 7:00 pm in Trinity Hall. All
are welcome! Simply come to the
meeting having read the selection in
advance. See you there!

50th Anniversary
Congratulations to the Rev. Phil
Heinze, who is celebrating his
50th Anniversary of Ordination.
Phil had a long career in
ministry as parish pastor,
Assistant to the Bishop, and
Ministry Director in the Eastern
Synod. He and Carolin became
members at Trinity in 2017.
On Sunday, June 17th, we’ll
honour this milestone in worship, and Phil’s family is hosting
a reception after worship during our weekly fellowship time.
All are welcome to celebrate with Phil.
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Ontario Election Resources
For all the families of candidates and for those who work
to support them,
We give thanks and pray they may be guided by wisdom,
compassion, civility and a commitment to the good of all,
especially the most vulnerable among us.
Amen.

None of the Above
Participants in the seminary’s “Faith Communities and the
Ontario Election” workshop.
On Thursday, June 7th, Ontario voters head to the polls in a
provincial election. The Centre for Public Ethics at Waterloo
Lutheran Seminary has prepared resources for
congregational use at www.publicethics.ca. Here, folks can
find information on “How to Get Involved”, issues of interest
(especially poverty, environmental stewardship, and
Indigenous relations), a short video, and more.
From the resources on the Public Ethics website comes this
prayer:

Our Tuesday morning Bible study group
at Trinity recently had a great
discussion about the upcoming Ontario
election. From that discussion came the
question: what if I don’t want to vote
for any of the candidates in my riding?
The Elections Ontario website (www.elections.on.ca)
provides information in their “frequently asked questions”
about how to “decline your ballot”, which is different than
spoiling a ballot, or not showing up to vote at all. Our Bible
study group requested that we share this information more
widely.
From Elections Ontario:

A Prayer for Ontario

How do I decline my ballot?

For creation where many long for the good earth, clean
water, and a clear sky,
For food where many are hungry,
For a home where many are homeless,
For a livelihood where many still can’t find work, For
neighbours and friends where many are lonely, For enough
for all where some have too much,
We pray for wisdom to discern justice, to work for peace
and to sustain God’s gift of creation.

To decline your ballot, tell the election official that you are
declining your right to vote when they hand you a ballot.
This is a public process and is done out loud. The election
official will mark “declined” on the election documentation
and your ballot will not be placed in the ballot box but in
an envelope for declined ballots.

For leaders offering to lead this province,
For Kathleen Wynne (Liberal), Doug Ford (PC), Andrea
Horwath (NDP), Mike Schreiner (Green Party),
For all willing to stand as candidates in their ridings.
Especially, we remember... (insert name of candidates in
your riding),

At the time of the last provincial election, the Ottawa Citizen
said, of the declined-vote option:
The decline [in voting] has prompted speculation about an
increase in cynicism and a sense among the electorate,
especially after a series of uncompetitive elections, that
the outcome is determined. In Ontario at least, however,
the declined-vote option means dissatisfaction with the
slate of candidates is not a valid reason for anyone who
professes interest in the process to avoid the polling
stations.
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Shared Ministry Update
“Shared Ministry” is the
initiative of a geographic
area
including,
the
Lutheran churches in the
Nith Valley Ministry Area
(NVMA). This initiative is in
response to the blessings
God provides to our 14
diverse
but
similar
congregations. Our aim is
to make fruitful, wise, and
creative use of our
strengths as congregations and to develop our unique
potential as well.
This is not a Synodical programme. It is not an attempt to
economize by closing congregations, nor is it a request for
bigger churches to help smaller churches. As members of the
body of Christ we can all help one another. We are
working together to form a co-operative venture, involving
both clergy and laity, to enhance and extend our ministries,
so that our churches might be thriving communities of faith,
vibrant in the witness of their serving others. We believe we
are called and can best do this together. And we are
committed to recognizing and developing God’s various
gifts within our 14 churches as we seek to develop the
specific and concrete forms this shared ministry may take.
The NVMA Leadership Team established a Steering
Committee to explore and evaluate possibilities associated
with sharing our resources. Congregations were asked to
appoint representatives to be their voice on the Steering
Committee, and Rick Ritz is representing Trinity. So far, we
have divided into three working groups: communication,

team formation, and logistics/details.
The NVMA Leadership Team asks all our NVMA
congregations for their prayers, and continued support
through representation on the Steering Committee. We will
pray for your continued involvement and feedback at
meetings. And, we seek open minds to hear and evaluate
ideas and recommendations as they are presented.

Financial Statements
Mid-year financial statements, covering donations from
January to June, will be available at the time of the July/
August Dove Newsletter. Watch for your statement, and
then check it over carefully. If you do happen to catch any
errors, please report them to the church office.

Financial Update
Jackie Currah, congregational council
General
Fund

Capital Fund

Transfers

Income

$84,344

$5,660

$1,810

Outgo

($102,184)

$3,093

$1,465

Balance

($17,840)

$2,567

$345

Year-to-date figures updated through April 30th, 2018

Lynn Thompson, president ▪ Tanya Ramer, pastor
Helen Toman, visitation pastor ▪ Brian Racho, sexton
Jamie Courtney, parish administrator & minister of music
Ron Leonard, honourary assistant pastor ▪ Gywin Murray, emerita director of music
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June 2018
Sunday

Trinity Church
New Hamburg
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1
Eastern Synod Assembly

Saturday

2
10:00 am
Confirmation
Camp Training
Day, St. Peter’s
Cambridge
7:30 pm
AA

From Thursday, June 21st to Sunday, June
24th, the Eastern Synod meets in Assembly
in Toronto. Pastor Tanya and lay delegate
Brenda Grebinski will represent Trinity at
this gathering.

3

4

5

6

Pentecost 2
9:30 am Community Worship
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation
7:30 pm Discovery: A Comic Lament
at Steinmann Mennonite

6:00 pm
TOPS

9:00 am
TOPS

12:00 pm
1:00 pm
NVMA Rostered Overeaters
Leaders in
Anonymous
Waterloo
7:30 pm
AA

7

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

Pentecost 3
9:30 am Community Worship
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation

6:00 pm
TOPS

9:00 am
TOPS

7:30 pm
AA

1:00 pm
Overeaters
Anonymous

5:00 pm
Trinity Dove
Deadline
(July/August
Issue)

7:30 pm
AA

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

Pentecost 4
9:30 am Community Worship
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation
1:30 pm Nithview Anglican/
Lutheran Worship

6:00 pm
TOPS

9:00 am
TOPS
7:00 pm
Gentle Readers

7:00 pm
Church Council
Meeting
7:30 pm
AA

1:00 pm
Overeaters
Anonymous

9
9:00 am
Council and
Staff Retreat
7:30 pm
AA

7:30 pm
AA

Eastern Synod
Assembly

Eastern Synod
Assembly

Eastern Synod
Assembly

29

30

24

25

26

27

28

Pentecost 5
9:30 am Community Worship
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation

6:00 pm
TOPS
6:30 pm
TRC Task Team

9:00 am
TOPS

7:30 pm
AA

9:00 am
Dove Prep
1:00 pm
Overeaters
Anonymous

Eastern Synod
Assembly

8

7:30 pm
AA

