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Sabbaths and Celebrations

Sunday, September 2
15th Sunday after Pentecost
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation

Sunday, October 7
Day of Thanksgiving
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation
▪ No education programming (long weekend)

Sunday, September 9
16th Sunday after Pentecost + Rally Sunday
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am
with Blessing of the Backpacks
▪ Congregational Lunch after Worship
▪ Faith Adventures Registration
Sunday, September 16
17th Sunday after Pentecost
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation
▪ Faith Adventures
▪ Adult Education: Rediscovering Trinity
▪ Nithview Anglican/Lutheran Worship at 1:30 am
Sunday, September 23
18th Sunday after Pentecost
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation
▪ Faith Adventures
▪ Adult Education: to be confirmed

Sunday, October 14
21st Sunday after Pentecost
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation
▪ Faith Adventures
▪ Adult Education: Guest Workers in Canada
with Professor Janet McLaughlin
Sunday, October 21
22nd Sunday after Pentecost
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation
▪ Faith Adventures
▪ Adult Education: Guest Workers in Canada
with Gabriel Allahdua
▪ Nithview Anglican/Lutheran Worship at 1:30 am

Sacraments and Seasons

Sunday, September 30
19th Sunday after Pentecost
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am
with Pastor Christie Morrow-Wolfe preaching
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation
▪ Faith Adventures
▪ Adult Education: Youth and Young Adult Ministry in
the Eastern Synod with Christine Morrow-Wolfe
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On Friday, August 10th, Sara Mann and
Tyler Stokes were joined in marriage.
Pastor Tanya officiated in Elora.
Congratulations, Sara and Tyler!

It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the Year!
The Rev. Tanya Ramer
It really is the most wonderful time of the year. No, it’s not
Christmas, though that is only 3 and a half months away! It’s
not my birthday, but if it’s yours — happy birthday!

▪ September 11th – Tuesday morning Bible Study begins.
Consider joining this lively conversation over a cup of
coffee.

It’s welcome back to fall programming at Trinity! And,
reconnecting with one another after a wonderful summer
holiday.

▪ September 15th – Confirmation Classes begin with a focus
on Martin Luther’s Small Catechism.

I hope that you were able to enjoy a restful and fun summer,
and are as excited as I am to begin fall programming at
Trinity. As September begins to get busy for some of you
with meetings, kids returning to school and routines,
scheduling extracurricular activities and meetings, many of
us here at Trinity have been working hard to prepare
opportunities for continuing education, outreach ministry,
worship ministries, and property projects.
While I hope that the summer sun will continue to linger
longer in the sky, I must admit, I really love fall start-up too,
because it offers new opportunities, new learning times, new
experiences. So here are some important dates to be mindful
of:
▪ September 9th – Rally Sunday, with Blessing of the
Backpacks and our theme of God’s Love is Always
Welcoming. Children are invited to bring their backpacks
to worship for a blessing, and all folks are invited to bring
a backpack to donate to oneROOF. We also have
registration for Faith Adventures following worship, and
we will join together for a congregational lunch!

▪ September 16th – Adult Education begins with ReDiscovering Trinity: An interactive walk through the
building with an opportunity to meet our neighbours
from Interfaith Counselling Centre and Community Care
Concepts.
▪ September 30th – Guest preacher Rev. Christie MorrowWolfe, Ministry Director for Youth Ministry with the
Eastern Synod, will join us for worship and stay for Adult
Education to speak with us about youth and young adult
ministry.
There are always opportunities for folks to get involved with
things at Trinity. Faith Adventures folks are looking for
teachers, our youth are looking for some help coordinating
youth events, the planning team for Adult Education is
always open to suggestions of topics for learning. The
property team appreciates helps with tasks around the
building.
Welcome to a time of reconnecting with one another,
reconnecting in worship, education, outreach, and
fellowship.

Red Shed Round-Up
“Round Up” events are intended to foster
bonds between our ministries.

On Sunday, September 30th from 3:00 pm to
6:00 pm, the Nith Valley Ministry Area
invites you to the Red Shed Round-Up, held
at the Red Shed at St. James Lutheran
Church (1998 Line 45, Perth East). The round
up will feature worship, music, and
fellowship.
The Nith Valley Ministry Area is our local
grouping of 14 Lutheran congregations, and

Rev. Kara Carter, pastor at Wellesley
Mennonite Church, is the guest speaker at the
Round Up, on the topic Being Church in a
Changing World. Live country music is by The
Old Country Mishaps.
St. James Lutheran Church,
Perth East
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Please bring your lawn chair, a food item to
share, and your own cutlery and dishes.

Church Council News

In Mission for Others

Judy Gueguen, Council Secretary

Dee Radke

This summer at Trinity has been especially busy and many of
the tasks on our summer “to do” list have been completed or
are well underway. Be sure to check out the new paint
colours throughout the building. Thank you to everyone
involved!

In the afternoon of Sunday, August 5th, Brenda Grebinski and
I delivered 36 grocery cards, on behalf of Trinity, to the
Caribbean guest workers at Pfenning’s farm. We welcomed
the gentlemen into our community and told them that we
appreciate the important work they do, and the sacrifices
they and their families make. They in turn made us feel very
welcome, and the men greatly appreciated Trinity’s
generous assistance. Be sure to mark two upcoming Sundays
on your calendar, October 14th and 21st. In adult education,
we will welcome Professor Janet McLaughlin, and then
Gabriel Allahdua, a former guest worker. They will both
speak to us about the lives of migrant workers in Canada.

You will notice the tarps still on our roof from the wind storm
some months ago. We are hoping to have the roof
permanently repaired shortly.
The refurbishing of the stained glass window at the main
entrance should be completed by the end of August.
Council discussed rescheduling the Council Retreat for
October 13th. This will be a morning of assessing our present
situation and visioning for future ministries.

A most sincere thanks to Trinity for being “in mission for
others” with this generous outreach.

During the month of September, two pews in the worship
space will partitioned off, as we examine options for
increasing accessible seating. Providing more options for
wheelchairs, or other mobility aids, improves our level of
hospitality. Feedback can be shared with Bruce Wagler, Mike
Gascon, or Jerry Baan.
Council discussed commissioning a new bowl for the
baptismal font. The current pottery bowl has lost its glazing
over the years, and is due to be replaced.

Brenda Grebinski and Dee Radke (not pictured), presented
gift cards to guest workers

Weekly Emailer
For decades, Trinity Dove has been central to communicating
news to the Trinity community on a monthly basis. But, are
you also receiving Trinity’s weekly emailer? Our emailer
communicates timely announcements every Friday, and we
will be rolling out an updated format with additional content
starting with the Rally Sunday emailer on September 7th. The
weekly emailer also includes a link to the electronic version
of Trinity Dove.
Sign up online at www.telc.ca/emailer. Tell a friend, too!

Music Ministry
Our extended music ministry took a break from rehearsals
for the summer. Thanks to Leslie Belland, Keith Thompson,
Reid Spencer, and William Ramer for assisting with music
these last couple of months!
We welcome back Trinity Choir to rehearsals on September
6th, and our Handbell Ensemble to rehearsals on September
11th. See you there!
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Eastern Synod Assembly 2018
Brenda Grebinski, Lay Delegate for Trinity, New Hamburg
I was honoured to be in Toronto as the Lay Delegate for
Trinity Lutheran Church at the Seventeenth Biennial
Convention, Eastern Synod of the Evangelical Church in
Canada, from June 21st to 24th, 2018. There was a grand
total of 234 attendees. The theme was “Liberated by God’s
Grace...to be Neighbour.”

At open mic sharing, various people got up and spoke. Three
members from each of St. John’s, Waterloo; St. Mark’s,
Kitchener and Reformation Kitchener talked about their
upcoming merger to become Trillium Lutheran Church, using
the St. John’s building; there is still indecision on the other
two church buildings.

Assembly began with a Service of Holy Communion with
Bishop Michael Pryse presiding and National Bishop Susan
Johnson preaching. We acknowledged the Ancestral
Traditional Treaties of the Ojibway, the Anishnabe and in
particular, the Mississaugas of the New Credit whose
territory we were gathered on. This territory is covered by
the Upper Canada Treaties.

Nomination results were announced for Synod Council.
Among others, Pastor Anne Anderson will be serving for the
term 2018 – 2021. (Pastor Anderson served at Trinity until
2014.)

There were many special guests who gave informative talks
throughout: the Rev. Rosalyn Kantlahnta’Elm, Parish of Six
Nations and Her Majesty’s Royal Chapel of the Mohawks,
Anglican Church of Canada; The Rev. Conrad Plummer,
President, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Guyana; Dr. Mary
(Joy) Philip of Waterloo Lutheran Seminary; Rafi Aaron,
Interfaith Coalition to Fight Homelessness, among others.
National Bishop, Susan Johnson addressed the Assembly.
She spoke of the National Church’s strategic plan. She noted
the pastoral letter she sent to the Prime Minister’s office
regarding the treatment of refugees and minors.
The election of delegates to the ELCIC National Convention in
Regina, Saskatchewan in July, 2019 took place. My name
was submitted and I’m happy and delighted to announce
that I will be one of the 24 lay delegates representing the
Eastern Synod!
Bishop Mike introduced a round table panel discussion with
Mr. Chatter Ahuja, Dr. Sarah Shafiq and Dr. Sarah Chen, with
Moderator Rev. Dr. Brice Balmer. Each of the guests spoke
of neighbour from their own perspective and experience.
On Friday, I attended the breakfast meeting with the
Evangelical Lutheran Foundation of Canada (ELFEC). Trinity
is one of the 22 congregations in the Eastern Synod that
belong. Jeff Pym told us there is no involvement with
anything dealing with tobacco, gambling, pornography or
armaments. They are an investor, not a trader.

A motion was put forth relating to a timely phasing out of
fossil fuel subsidies by the Government of Canada. Bishop
Mike was asked to write to the Prime Minister of Canada
before the G20 meetings in Buenos Aires, Argentina
(November—December 2018) and the COP24 (Conference of
Parties) Meetings in Katowice, Poland (December 2018)
encouraging Canada’s role as a climate change leader by
setting a clear, transparent timeline for the phasing out of
fossil fuel subsidies, that congregations continue to pray for
our Earth and that we will all try to reduce our own carbon
footprints.
Another motion was put forth that we call on the
Government for a timely phase out of the travel loan
repayment for all refugees who resettle in Canada, asking
that Bishop Mike write to the Honourable Ahmed D. Hussen,
Minister of Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada
urging the phasing out of travel loan repayment.
You can go to the Eastern Synod Website to view more of
the many other Motions where were voted on.
Debbie Lou Ludolph and the members of her worship team,
including our own Sherry Coman, led wonderful worship.
Friday night, Inshallah (a community of singers from
Waterloo Region sponsored by Waterloo Lutheran
Seminary), lead off the evening with songs of justice and
community. We were each presented with our own copy of
“Sing the Circle Wide,” Inshallah’s new songbook.
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Continued on page 7...

When to Call the Pastor
The Rev. Tanya Ramer
I want to call the pastor, but...
… it’s very late and I don’t want to bother her,
… someone else will let him know what is going on,
… the wedding is a year away, there’s plenty of time.
These are all phrases that pastors have heard, and in some
cases even used themselves. But they raise a good point
about when to call the pastor.
There might seem like there is perfect timing for calling the
pastor, and yet it is also true that pastors are not psychic. For
example, due to privacy laws in Ontario, we don’t have
access to timely information when a member of the
congregation has been admitted to hospital. Pastors also
understand that in the midst of busy times, when there are
lots of phone calls to be made, that we may not be at the top
of the list to call.
Yet I sometimes wonder if people
hesitate to call the pastor, especially
when they are experiencing personal
crisis or are admitted to hospital,
because they think the pastor is too
busy and the parishioner in distress
doesn’t want to ‘bother’ us. This is
not bothering the pastor, this is
exactly what we are called to do, be
present with you when you need spiritual care.
Pastors are never too busy to be present with you or a loved
one when:
▪ someone is dying
▪ there is a serious family problem;
▪ there is a diagnosis of an illness;
▪ there is a wedding to be booked;
▪ you are struggling with an important decision;
▪ you celebrate the birth of a child;
▪ you are in crisis;
This list goes on and on!

Many people think the only time to call the Pastor is when
there is an illness or a death in the family. These are indeed
important times to notify the Pastor, but not the only times.
In an increasingly complex world, when we are pressured
from every side in daily living, to call upon your Pastor's
services, friendship, and support are always appropriate.
Pastor Helen, our visitation pastor, and I will always do our
best to make pastoral and spiritual care needs a priority.
Please do give us a call.

Financial Update
Jackie Currah, congregational council
General Fund

Capital Fund

Transfers

Income

$153,997

$9,884

$3,628

Outgo

$169,521

$5,303

$2,863

Balance

($15,524)

$4,581

$765

Year-to-date figures updated through July 31st, 2018

Foodbank Appeal
The Wilmot Family Resource Centre Food Bank shelves are
bare of fruit and cereal. Please consider helping them restock the shelves so folks can provide proper nutritious food
for their family.
Any foodbank donations can be made directly to the
foodbank at the Resource Centre, Monday to Thursday from
9:00 am to 4:30 pm and Friday from 9:00 am to noon.
Trinity also collects for the foodbank, and donations can be
left in the basket near the wood parking lot doors. A special
thanks to Kitch Radke for regularly delivering these food
donations on behalf of Trinity!

September 2018 | page 6

Assembly… continued

Thanks for Helping!

Saturday morning was the breakfast hosted by Canadian
Lutheran World Relief. Rev. Carla Blakley put on an
informative talk and slide presentation informing us of all
their good works and how our donations are put to good
use.

Thank you to all those Trinity volunteers who heeded the call
to help with property tasks this summer! Many items got
crossed off the to-do list thanks to your generosity of time.
Things are looking spiffy for fall!

Rev. Dr. Allen Jorgenson, of Waterloo Lutheran Seminary,
spoke of the extensive renovations that have now been
completed, and of the name change to Martin Luther
University College, as so many other courses are now being
offered there.
At Saturday night’s banquet we celebrated the anniversaries
of ordination. Pastor Phil Heinze was recognized for 50 years.
Sherry Coman was presented with the 2018 Lay Leadership
Award for Exemplary Service to the Wider Community.
Pastor Tanya and I were thrilled that we were present to see
both of them, among many other recipients being honoured
in this way.
If you wish to know a bit more in depth on some of the
events that took place, the minutes can be found on the
Eastern Synod website, or you can chat with either Pastor
Tanya or myself.

Above: Sister Anne and Lynn paint railings
Below: Del and Keith cut tiles; Nancy washes windows

Gentle Readers
The September selection for Trinity’s
Gentle Readers Book Club is Broken
Promise by Linwood Barclay. The group
meets again on September 18th at 7:00
pm in Trinity Hall. All are welcome!
Simply come to the meeting having read
the selection in advance. See you there!

Lynn Thompson, president ▪ Tanya Ramer, pastor
Helen Toman, visitation pastor ▪ Brian Racho, sexton
Jamie Courtney, parish administrator & minister of music
Ron Leonard, honourary assistant pastor ▪ Gywin Murray, emerita director of music
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September 2018
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Trinity Church
New Hamburg

Wednesday

Thursday

2

3

4

5

6

Pentecost 15
9:30 am Community Worship
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation

Labour Day
Church Office
Closed

9:00 am
TOPS
9:30 am
Prayer Circle

10:00 am
NVMA Rostered
Leaders in
Stratford
7:30 pm
AA

1:00 pm
Overeaters
Anonymous
7:00 pm
Trinity Choir

Friday

7

Saturday

1
7:30 pm
AA

8
7:30 pm
AA

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

Pentecost 16 + Rally Sunday
9:30 am Community Worship
10:30 am Congregational Lunch
10:30 am Faith Adventures
Registration

6:00 pm
TOPS

9:00 am
TOPS
10:30 am
Bible Study
6:30 pm
Handbells

6:30 pm
Faith
Adventures
Teachers
7:30 pm
AA

1:00 pm
Overeaters
Anonymous
7:00 pm
Trinity Choir

5:00 pm
Trinity Dove
Deadline
(October Issue)

10:00 am
Confirmation
7:30 pm
AA

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Pentecost 17
9:30 am Community Worship
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation
10:45 am Faith Adventures
10:45 am Adult Education
1:30 pm Nithview Anglican/
Lutheran Worship

6:00 pm
TOPS

9:00 am
TOPS
10:30 am
Bible Study
6:30 pm
Handbells

7:00 pm
Church Council
7:30 pm
AA

1:00 pm
Overeaters
Anonymous
7:00 pm
Trinity Choir
7:00 pm
NVMA
Leadership
Meeting at
Trinity

23

24

25

26

27

Pentecost 18
9:30 am Community Worship
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation
10:45 am Faith Adventures
10:45 am Adult Education

6:00 pm
TOPS
6:30 pm
Trinity TRC
Task Team

9:00 am
TOPS
10:30 am
Bible Study
6:30 pm
Handbells

7:30 pm
AA

12:00 pm
New Hamburg
Ministerial at
Trinity
1:00 pm
Overeaters
Anonymous
7:00 pm
Trinity Choir

30
Pentecost 19
9:30 am Community Worship
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation
10:45 am Faith Adventures
10:45 am Adult Education

7:30 pm
AA

28

29
7:30 pm
AA

Reminder for kids! September 9th is Blessing of the
Backpacks during worship. Kids should bring their backpack
along to worship that day.
Care to lend a helping hand? Bring along an extra backpack to donate to the
folks at oneROOF. We’ll bless those too, and they’ll go to youth who are
experiencing or at-risk of homelessness in Waterloo Region.

