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Sunday, October 7 
Day of Thanksgiving 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ No education programming (long weekend) 
 
Sunday, October 14 
21st Sunday after Pentecost  
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures: Freedom and the Red Sea 
▪ Adult Education: Guest Workers in Canada  
   with Dr. Janet McLaughlin 
 
Sunday, October 21 
22nd Sunday after Pentecost 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures: The Ten Commandments 
▪ Adult Education: Guest Workers in Canada  
   with Gabriel Allahdua 
▪ Nithview Anglican/Lutheran Worship at 1:30 am 
 
Sunday, October 28 
Reformation Sunday 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures: The Battle of Jericho 
▪ Adult Education: Reframing Atonement Theology 

with Rev. Dr. Allen Jorgensen 
 
Sunday, November 4 
All Saints Sunday 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
   with Pastor Stephen Larson preaching 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures: Naomi and Ruth 
▪ Adult Education: oneROOF with Sara Fosset 

Sunday, November 11 
25th Sunday after Pentecost 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures: The Battle of Jericho 
▪ Adult Education: Martin Luther University College 
   with Rev. Dr. Mark Harris 
 
Sunday, November 18 
26th Sunday after Pentecost 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures: Elijah and the Widow 
▪ Adult Education: TBA 
▪ Nithview Anglican/Lutheran Worship at 1:30 am 

On All Saints Sunday, 
November 4th, we will 
remember those Trinity 
members who have died in 
the last year:  

▪ Bob Anger 

▪ Carol Cook  

▪ Katherine Deckert 

▪ Jean Schaaf 

▪ Ron Schaaf 

▪ Myrtle Pauli 

▪ Lou Sipple 

▪ Margaret Zoeller 

Sacraments and Seasons 



Stewardship: Time, Talents, and Treasure 

The Rev. Tanya Ramer 

There is a clergy Facebook group to which I belong, where 

people ask colleagues to share their experiences in ministry 

and seek advice on trying new things in churches. In a recent 

post, a colleague asked, “what words of invitation do you use 

on Sunday morning to invite people to share in the offering.” 

If you recall, at Trinity, my go-to phrase is “We give of our 

time, talents and treasures for the work of Christ’s ministry 

in our midst.” 

I have been encouraged by this phrase throughout my 

ministry, because it is important to remember that offerings 

are not just about financial giving. Offerings, or the church 

word, stewardship, is about our monetary giving, and our 

giving of time and talents. And a good steward of God’s gifts 

not only cherishes these gifts, but tends to them responsibly, 

sharing them with others.  

Tending to the gifts of treasure, time, and talent we have 

been given also includes reflecting on what these gifts might 

include. 

Treasure: It’s true, when the church speaks about 

stewardship, we spend a lot of time talking about money, 

our financial giving. That’s because each year, we approve a 

budget that guides our ministry both inside the walls of 

Trinity, and outside the walls of the church building in the 

New Hamburg community. Money is also tangible, we can 

see when it is being spent, we can see when we are under or 

over budget, we track it every month at Council, we can see 

its impact. On a recent home visit with one of our long-time 

members, it was recalled that Pastor Keffer, on the topic of 

stewardship, may have said, “Church members should give 

as much on Sunday morning as they spent going out on 

Saturday night.” And it made me chuckle. It seems the 

church throughout history has had to talk about money 

because we are always mindful of our commitments to 

budget and benevolence.  

Yet, stewardship, our offerings, are also time and talents. 

And, as you will read in our Council President’s article this 

month, we also see lots of time and talent offerings being 

shared to keep our worship, outreach, and building 

functioning and functional. 

Time: Time is a precious gift and commodity, and the gift of 

sharing one’s time is also an important offering that we as 

Christians share with the world. Everyone has the same 

amount of time to spend: 24 hours in a day, 168 hours a 

week. And while we would say we are busy, we all discern 

how best to spend our time. Many of us spend lots of time 

volunteering at Trinity, serving in the community of New 

Hamburg, sitting on organizational boards, and coaching 

hockey. We are all spending our time in ways that are an 

offering in the places we work, play, and worship. 

Talents: All of us have been blessed with various talents, 

talents that are nurtured by and for others. And in using our 

talents, we bless the communities we belong to and enrich 

the work that they do through our teaching, fixing, praying, 

worshipping, and working together. 

In the month of October, we give thanks to God for the 

riches God has given us, shared and lived out in our worship 

community, the communities we live and work in, and 

perhaps the communities far beyond our immediate seeing. 

Thank you for all the gifts you continue to share, in all the 

places you continue to go.  

Let us pray together this month:  

“Generous and loving God, You call us to be disciples of your 

Son Jesus and good stewards of your many gifts. Open our 

minds and hearts to a greater awareness and deeper 

appreciation of your countless blessings. Transform us 

through the power of your Spirit to nurture a stewardship 

way of life marked by faith-filled prayer, service to our 

neighbor, and generous sharing. Teach us to be faithful 

servants of your gifts. We pray thorough Christ our 

Lord.  Amen.”  

Adapted prayer by Bishop Robert Morneau,  

auxiliary bishop of the Diocese of Green Bay 
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Church Council News 

The members of church council met on September 19th for 

their monthly meeting. 

In a return to fall programming, we had Rally Sunday worship 

with the Blessing of Backpacks on September 9th. The BBQ on 

Rally Sunday was a big success and a huge thank you goes 

out to all those involved in making this such a wonderful 

event. 

If you take a look up as you walk in the parking lot, you will 

notice that the roof has now been repaired from the wind 

storm damage back in April.  We are so glad to have this 

fixed before the wet, snowy weather arrives. 

Our Fall Work Day will be held on Saturday, October 20th. 

Please consider lending a hand to making our space even 

more inviting. The day starts at 9:00 am, and lunch is 

provided. A sign-up sheet is in the narthex. 

The two stained glass windows slated to have work done 

have now been repaired and protected by storm glass with 

proper ventilation. The widows are the one above the altar 

and the one above the main entrance (glass doors) on 

Church Street. 

Trinity treasurer, Bob Ruthig, visited Council to give us a 

more in-depth look at our financial situation. Monthly 

summaries can be found in every issue of the Dove. 

Rick Ritz, Trinity's representative to the Nith Valley Ministry 

Area Steering Committee, attended to update us on 

conversations that are happening around Shared Ministry in 

the NVMA. 

Judy Gueguen, Council Secretary 

The Memorial Fund Task Team, consisting of three Council 

members, our treasurer and pastor, along with two 

congregational representatives, have met as suggested at 

the Annual Meeting. After much conversation, they have 

recommended the council be authorized to spend up to 

$25,000 on a single project, with any higher amounts 

requiring a congregational vote.  

In 2015, Trinity 

purchased and 

installed a Gabriel 

Kney pipe organ. 

Trinity became the 

third home for this 

instrument, Kney’s 

opus 98. Of the 

organ, Kney says 

“the concept was 

for an instrument 

with traditional and 

historic Lutheran 

worship in mind. 

Apart from its basic 

capability to 

support the singing 

of hymns, we 

thought of its use for the many wonderful chorale preludes 

that are traditionally part of the Lutheran service practice.” It 

is beautifully suited to our space and acoustics. 

Kney built 129 organs in his lifetime, and now the business 

records from his pipe organ building business have been 

donated to the Wilfrid Laurier University Archives in 

Waterloo. His collection joins the existing collections from 

Waterloo Lutheran Seminary, and Laurier’s Faculty of Music. 

With details from the Kitchener Citizen, September 2018 

Kney Archives to Laurier 

Gabriel Kney, with Nancy Brodrecht, 

at Trinity’s organ, Opus 98. 
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October has arrived. The fall might be the prettiest time of 

the year. The garden vegetables are being picked, shared and 

enjoyed, the leaves on the trees are developing wonderful 

colours, the schools are in full swing after the summer 

holidays, and around Trinity, our very busy building is 

buzzing with excitement as our many groups reconvene for 

another stellar year of learning. Take a look at all of the 

learning opportunities offered this year. Maybe you are 

ready to join a conversation you have been wondering 

about. What adult education offerings are ahead for us?  

What new novel is the book club reading?  What do they talk 

about every Tuesday at Bible study?  What is TRC all about 

anyway?  Would handbells and choir like more members? 

Maybe this is the year you reach out and find the answers to 

some of these questions. The new school year is an ideal 

time for us to regenerate. 

Sometimes, I feel as if I am a member of the Property 

Committee of Council. Sometimes, I have been told that I 

sound like a member of that team with every Dove that I 

write, as I spend much time talking about Mike, Jerry and 

Bruce and their work on behalf of Trinity. Right now I will tell 

you that I couldn’t be prouder to be confused as a Property 

member of Council. Last spring, they came up with the idea 

that the list of repairs required to keep our aging building 

strong was getting unmanageable and wondered if there was 

a way to speed things up. They decided to publish a list of 

jobs, by category, and to invite all of us who call Trinity home 

to sign up to tackle one small task over the summer. While 

this would by no means catch up all that needs doing – in an 

old building there will always be something else needing our 

attention – it would free up the three Property Guys to 

address other, more time-consuming jobs that require a level 

of skill that many of us do not have. It worked!  Have a look 

at the bulletin board titled “We Need Your Help”, and notice 

how many of the tasks have Trinity congregational member 

names beside them. Oh, and while you are there, maybe you 

will see an unassigned task that you might be able to tackle. I 

am not sure I expected such a great response to the plea of 

our three Property Guys, but I should have known our 

members would come through for us. You always do.  Not 

everyone is able to do the physical work any more, but those 

of you who are able, have shown repeatedly that you love 

Trinity and you are willing to contribute your time and 

talents when needed. Thank you, every one of you. This is 

something I love about Trinity.  

Looking ahead, and moving away from Property for a 

minute, you will recall that last year, Council met for a 

retreat under the guidance of Pastor Tanya. Much was 

accomplished at that retreat. It provided us with an 

opportunity to share, discuss, and listen in a relaxed setting – 

a contrast to our monthly Council meetings which always 

happen on a Wednesday evening after a full day of work. 

Recognizing how much is to be gained from a retreat of this 

kind, we have set aside a Saturday in October this year for 

our second retreat with Pastor Tanya.  Look forward to a 

report of our day after the retreat, perhaps in the November 

Dove.  

The Dove is a great way to connect with our members. If you 

are someone with an idea you’d like to share, a question for 

which you’d like an answer, or a problem you’d like to toss 

around, put pen to paper. Jot down your thoughts and send 

them off to Jamie. He welcomes all ideas for the Dove, and 

will help you find the right phrasing if that is holding you 

back. I would love to see our members take an active role in 

the Dove. This is your invitation.  

From the President 

Lynn Thompson, Congregational President 

On October 21st, a team of Trinity volunteers will be hosting 

a Thanksgiving meal for guest workers from Pfennings farm. 

Thank to you those folks who have offered to host this meal 

on our behalf, offering a further welcome to these 

neighbours in our community! 

To learn more about guest workers and the challenges they 

face, you are welcome to check out our adult education 

presentations on October 14th and 21st, where we will hear 

from Professor Janet McLaughlin who has expertise in this 

area, and Gabriel Allahdua, a former guest worker. 

A Canadian Thanksgiving 



Financial Update 

Year-to-date figures updated through August 31st, 2018 

Capital Fund carry-over from 2017, not included above, is $19,578 

Jackie Currah, congregational council 
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Thank you to those folks who supported our Rally Sunday call 

for backpacks in support of oneROOF. They were delivered 

to oneROOF shortly after Rally Sunday, and they were very 

appreciative of our donation! 

Trinity maintains a basket in the Katie Luther Room for 

ongoing donations to oneROOF. We accept the following 

new items, as requested by oneROOF: 

▪ socks and underwear 

▪ towels, blankets, pillows 

▪ hygiene items 

▪ deodorant, razors, shampoo 

▪ Agendas, Notebooks, Calendars 

▪ bandaids 

▪ brushes and combs 

▪ sunscreen 

Please note that we are no longer collecting clothing for 

oneROOF as they are sometimes over-capacity on the 

clothing they are able to accommodate. Please continue to 

share your clothing donations with other local charitable 

organizations. 

To learn more about our friends at oneROOF and the work 

they do, be sure and attend adult education on Sunday 

November 4th after worship, where we welcome Sara Fosset 

from oneROOF. 

oneROOF Donations 

Gentle Readers 

The October selection for Trinity’s Gentle 

Readers Book Club is The Postmistress by 

Sarah Blake. The group meets again on 

October 16th at 7:00 pm in Trinity Hall. All 

are welcome! Simply come to the meeting 

having read the selection in advance. See 

you there! 

2018 General Fund 

 Actual YTD Budget YTD Variance 

Income 176,550 178,888 (2,338) 

Outgo (195,464) (195,252) (212) 

Balance ($18,914) ($16,364) ($2,550) 

 2018 Capital Fund 

 Actual YTD Budget YTD Variance 

Income 11,242 10,000 1,242 

Outgo (5,773) (10,000) 4,227 

Balance $5,469 0 $5,469 

Starting with this issue of the Dove, we are reporting 

financial data that includes the budget for the reporting 

period, in this case, January through August, for both the 

General Fund and the Capital Fund. Having the budget 

numbers alongside the actual numbers should assist folks in 

having a better understanding of the state of our finances. 

Also, we will no longer report in the Dove the “Transfer 

Account”, which is essentially the in-and-out of money that 

supports other organizations and other directed offerings. 

This includes organizations like Canadian Lutheran World 

Relief, and the Foodbank at Wilmot Family Resource Centre. 

These directed donations don’t affect our own financial well-

being at Trinity, and will still be included in the financial 

reporting at year-end for the Annual Meeting. 

Third quarter offering statements will be available, covering 

January through September, will be available in mid-October. 

Watch your neighbourhood mailbox at Trinity for your 

statement. 
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 Lynn Thompson, president ▪ Tanya Ramer, pastor 
Helen Toman, visitation pastor ▪  Brian Racho, sexton 

Jamie Courtney, parish administrator & minister of music  
Ron Leonard, honourary assistant pastor ▪ Gywin Murray, emerita director of music 

Canada Lutheran is the magazine 

produced by the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in Canada. 

Through eight issues per year, the 

magazine shares feature articles 

and regular columns that engage 

a lively dialogue on justice and 

faith. The magazine also shares 

news highlights from across our 

five synods in the ELCIC. 

To subscribe for 2019, and benefit from our congregational 

bulk rate, please see Jamie in the church office. The cost for 

2019 (eight issues) is $20.57 including tax. Subscriptions 

must be paid through the church office, not through the 

offering plate. 2019 payments are due by October  12th. 

Canada Lutheran 

Pastor David Maginley, an 

ELCIC pastor and Spiritual 

Counsellor, is the featured 

speaker at the annual 

Breakfast Gathering in 

support of the Delton 

Glebe Counselling Centre. 

“The Wisdom of Grief” is 

the topic, and tickets are 

$45.00 each. Would you 

care to join Pastor Tanya and make a table of eight? The 

event is October 18th at 7:30 am. Please speak to Pastor 

Tanya if you are interested. Details on the poster in the 

narthex. 

The Wisdom of Grief 
With Remembrance Day coming soon, it is important to 

reflect on the contributions and sacrifices of First Nations 

peoples that served in the Canadian armed forces. 

“Historically, First Nations, Métis, and Inuit had high 

rates of enlistment in military service (one in three), 

long before they had the right to vote in the 1960s. 

Upon returning from service, many status First 

Nations veterans experienced hardship based on their 

status and inability to access benefits unless they gave 

up their status. There are long standing traditions that 

honour veterans at ceremonies and powwows with 

special songs and dances to acknowledge their many 

contributions and sacrifices.” 

From the Barrie Area Native Advisory Circle 

Indigenous Veterans 

Trinity TRC Task Team 

In commemoration of the 100th 

anniversary of the end of World War I, 

our friends at St. George’s Anglican 

Church are presenting a 5-part series 

called Tumultuous Time: Canada and 

World War I.  

The series features different 

professors from the University of Waterloo and Wilfrid 

Laurier University speaking on various aspects of the war. 

The cost is $5 per lecture, or $20 for the series. Each event is 

from 10:00 am to noon on the Tuesdays of October.  

Call the St. George’s church office at 519-662-3450 to 

reserve your spot for these events. 

Canada and World War I 



October 2018 Trinity Church 
New Hamburg 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
 
 

2 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
9:30 am 
Prayer Circle 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 

3 
7:30 pm 
AA 

4 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 
 

5 
 

6 
7:30 pm 
AA 
 

7 
Day of Thanksgiving 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
 
No education programming  
(long weekend) 

8 
Thanksgiving 
Church Office 
Closed 

9 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 

10 
10:00am 
NVMA Rostered 
Leaders in 
Tavistock 
7:30 pm 
AA 

11 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 

12 
5:00 pm 
Trinity Dove 
Deadline 
(October Issue) 

13 
9:00 am 
Council Retreat 
7:30 pm 
AA 
 

14 
Pentecost 28 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures 
10:45 am Adult Education 
 
 

15 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
 
 

16 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
12:00 pm 
Worship & 
Music Meeting 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 
 

17 
9:30am 
Confirmation 
Camp Meeting 
7:00 pm 
Church Council 
7:30 pm 
AA 

18 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 
 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20 
9:00 am 
Fall Clean Up 
Day 
10:00 am 
Confirmation 
7:30 pm 
AA 
 
 
 

21 
Pentecost 29 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures 
10:45 am Adult Education 
1:30 pm Nithview Anglican/ 
 Lutheran Worship 
 
Guest Worker Thanksgiving Meal 

22 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 

 

23 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 

24 
7:00 pm 
NVMA Shared 
Ministry 
7:30 pm 
AA 

25 
9:00 am 
Dove Prep 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 

26 
 

 

27 
7:30 pm 
AA 
 

28 
Reformation Sunday 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures 
10:45 am Adult Education 

29 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
6:30 pm 
Trinity TRC 
Task Team 

30 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 

31 
7:30 pm 
AA 

 
Fall Clean-Up Day 

Saturday, October 20th 

will be a fall clean-up 
day at Trinity! We’ll 
meet at 9:00 am.  
Lunch provided. 


