
DOVE November 2018 

Trinity 

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 
23 Church Street, New Hamburg, ON  N3A 1J1 

519-662-1810  www.telc.ca  mail@telc.ca 

Sharing CLAY Experiences 



Sabbaths and Celebrations 
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Sunday, November 4 
All Saints Sunday 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
   with Pastor Stephen Larson preaching 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures: Naomi and Ruth 
▪ Adult Education: oneROOF with Bonnie Kropf 
 
Sunday, November 11 
25th Sunday after Pentecost 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures: The Battle of Jericho 
▪ Adult Education: Martin Luther University College 
   with Rev. Dr. Mark Harris 
 
Sunday, November 18 
26th Sunday after Pentecost 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures: Elijah and the Widow 
▪ Adult Education: Residential School Teacher’s 

Perspective with Ray and Anna Steinmann  
▪ Nithview Anglican/Lutheran Worship at 1:30 am 
 
Sunday, November 25 
Christ the King 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures: Jonah and the Big Fish 
▪ Adult Education: Continuing Conversation on 

Atonement Theology 
 
Sunday, December 2 
1st Sunday of Advent 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures: Christmas Story Practice 
▪ Adult Education: Advent Explorations 

Sunday, December 9 
2nd Sunday of Advent 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures: Christmas Story Practice 
▪ Adult Education: Advent Explorations 
 
Sunday, December 16 
3rd Sunday of Advent 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
   with Faith Adventures Christmas Story 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Education programming takes a break until January 
▪ Nithview Anglican/Lutheran Worship at 1:30 am 
 
Sunday, December 23 
4th Sunday of Advent 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
 
Monday, December 24 
Christmas Eve 
▪ Family Worship at 5:00 pm 
▪ Traditional Worship with Candlelighting at 7:00 pm 

On Reformation Sunday, October 28th, Sloan Hansen, 

daughter of Colin Hansen and Ainsley Bearinger, was 

baptized at Trinity. 

On All Saints Sunday, November 4th, we remember those 

Trinity members who have died in the last year: Bob Anger, 

Carol Cook, Katherine Deckert, Jean Schaaf, Ron Schaaf, 

Myrtle Pauli, Lou Sipple, Margaret Zoeller. 

Sacraments and Seasons 



All Saints: Our Past and Future Together 

The Rev. Tanya Ramer 

This year on All Saints Day, we will be remembering and 

commemorating the saints of Trinity who have died in the 

last 12 months. We will gather in worship with a special 

litany which commemorates the saints of the past and the 

future together, especially recalling those who have enriched 

our lives and the ministry of Christ through their witness and 

ministry. 

The commemoration of All Saints Day is 

one of the Lesser Festivals in the church 

year. Celebrated on November 1st each 

year, it is a “feast day” that has been 

celebrated in Roman Catholic and 

Protestant churches for several centuries. 

(When November 1st is not a Sunday, we 

transfer the festival to the closest Sunday.) 

It’s an occasion to remember all saints and 

martyrs, known and unknown, throughout Christian history. 

All Saints Day has also been referred to as All Hallows' Day 

or Hallowmas (hallow being an old word meaning Saint or 

Holy Person). And of course, many of us will be familiar with 

the day before, All Hallows' Eve (Halloween). While 

dedicating a specific day each year to saints and martyrs has 

been a Christian tradition since the 4th century AD, it wasn't 

until 609 AD that Pope Boniface IV decided to remember all 

martyrs.  

Originally, May 13th was designated as the Feast of All Holy 

Martyrs. Later, in 837 AD, Pope Gregory IV extended the 

festival to remember all the saints, and changed its name to 

Feast of All Saints and changed the date to November 1st of 

each year. 

Recently, you many recall that the Roman Catholic Church, 

under the leadership of Pope Francis, named two new saints, 

Archbishop Oscar Romero and Pope Paul VI. Romero was a El 

Salvadorian priest who criticized government oppression, 

preached for social equality, and was martyred for his faith. 

And Pope Paul VI has been credited with bringing the Roman 

Catholic church into the modern era, with a shift from the 

Mass in Latin to local languages. 

Along with naming these important figures in the life of the 

church, we at Trinity will be remembering the saints near 

and dear to us, who had a profound impact in our lives and 

ministry in New Hamburg and the wider community. This All 

Saints Day we remember those saints who died at Trinity 

during the year: Jean Schaaf, Carol Cook, Myrtle Pauli, Ron 

Schaaf, Lou Sippel, Bob Anger, Katherine Deckert, and 

Margaret Zoeller. On every All Saints Day 

we join together, as one family, past, 

present and future in the one faith, one 

mission of God… to love, to serve, and to 

commune together, celebrating that we are 

the baptized people of God. 

“It is also taught among us that saints 

should be kept in remembrance so that our 

faith may be strengthened when we see 

what grace they received and how they were sustained by 

faith. Moreover, their good works are to be an example for 

us, each of us in his own calling” (The Augsburg Confession, 

Article XXI) 

Amen! 
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saint: a member of the 
company of heaven; one of 

God’s chosen people  

martyr: a person who is put 
to death for refusing to 

renounce a faith or belief 

A Thanksgiving Meal 

On Sunday, October 21st, members of Trinity held a 

Thanksgiving meal for Guest Workers in our community. 

Thank you to those folks who prepared food and hosted our 

neighbours. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/holydays/halloween.shtml
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Church Council News 

Council met on October 17th for their monthly meeting. 

Even though Advent seems like a long way off, we are 

planning now so Trinity will continue to support people in 

need at Christmas.  100 We Care bags will arrive, and when 

filled will offer support and love to all those who receive 

them.  This year we will not be putting up a mitten tree but 

will continue to ask for donations of hats, scarfs and mittens 

to support those in need. Mark your calendar for December 

6th, as this will be the first evening of Advent Evening Prayer 

services. Soup supper will be at 5:30 pm and service to 

follow at 6:30 pm. 

Earlier this year we had work done to 

repair the large stain glass window in 

the sanctuary and add storm glass to 

preserve it. Unfortunately, there are 

additional windows in need of the same 

type of repair. The five windows on the 

parking lot side of the church sanctuary 

and the three windows in the courtyard 

need attention first, followed by the ten 

basement windows in Trinity Hall. Due 

to the fact that we have structural 

issues because of rotten sills, council 

feels this is priority. We have decided to 

proceed with repair to all eighteen 

windows along with the addition of 

storm glass starting in Spring 

2019.  Realizing that this is a major 

capital expenditure, there was much 

discussion around ways to raise funds 

without completely depleting our 

Judy Gueguen, Council Secretary This Remembrance Day, November 

11th will mark the 100th anniversary 

since the armistice that officially 

ended World War One. In Ottawa, the 

Peace Tower bells will ring in sync 

with bells in Mons, Belgium as part of 

cross-country ringing at sundown, as 

we honour those who we served in Canada’s armed forces. 

The ringing is a symbol of peace, victory, relief, and joy. 

Religious organizations with bells have been invited to 

participate by ringing on November 11th. Trinity’s sexton and 

bell ringer, Brian Racho, will join with bell ringers across 

Canada in tolling 100 times at 5:00 pm. It is hoped that all 

who hear the bells might pause to focus on the loss and 

sacrifice of those on the battlefield and at home, as well as 

the joy that peace brought after so much death and 

destruction. 

Bells for Peace 

Thank you to those folks who attended the Nith Valley 

Ministry Area’s Red Shed Round-Up in September. It was a 

terrific event where we could meet with other folks from 14 

NVMA congregations in worship and fellowship. 

At the event, a freewill offering was taken, and $540 was 

raised for Stratford Perth Hospice. Thank you to all those 

folks who made a contribution to this important 

organization. 

Red-Shed Round-Up 

The annual Nithview Christmas Bazaar will be held on 

Saturday, November 17th from 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm. 

Visit Nithview for a bake sale, Christmas draw, silent auction, 

tea room, and more! 

Nithview Christmas Bazaar 
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Church Council members gathered on the morning of 

Saturday, October 13th for a mini-retreat. Pastor Tanya led a 

wonderful presentation on Trinity’s legacy.  (And, Laurie 

brought delicious home-made pumpkin scones!) 

Trinity is one of 14 churches in the Nith Valley Ministry Area 

(NVMA). Of these churches, a third have full-time paid staff, 

and Trinity is one of them. Another third of the 

congregations have engaged in sharing a pastor who 

oversees 2 to 3 congregations in their ministry context. The 

final third have part-time pastors, or pastors who are paid to 

cover only Sunday morning worship and pastoral 

emergencies. There have been many meetings in the NVMA 

this past year to discuss what can be done for us all to help 

each other.  

The town of New Hamburg is blessed to be so diverse and 

have so many churches. Among them are Lutheran, 

Mennonite, United, Anglican, Roman Catholic, Pentecostal, 

and New Apostolic. Together, we share activities such as 

Lenten worship and lunch, the Easter morning sunrise 

service, the recent 500th Anniversary of Reformation. Also, 

the rostered leaders meet bi-monthly to share updates and 

explore ways to work together in the community.   

We share our building with wonderful partners — Interfaith 

Counselling (ICC), and more recently Community Care 

Concepts (CCC). Several user groups also call Trinity home — 

two Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) groups, two TOPS groups,  

and Overeaters Anonymous. 

Pastor Tanya asked us how we would rate our church’s 

health, on a scale of 1 -10, keeping in mind our finances, 

state of repair of our buildings, outreach, etc.  “1” being 

pristine, and “10” thinking the church should be demolished!  

Thank goodness, no one said a “10,” but we didn’t get any 

“1s” either. Our numbers ranged from 3 to 8. 

We talked about the church proper, the many building 

additions, and the two rental houses. Each has their benefits 

and complications.  We talked about how our “legacy” is 

anything handed down from the past, which also serves as 

an inheritance to be used and build upon for future ministry.  

We broke into three groups and were given the following 

scenario: “You’ve been given one million dollars with one 

condition. It must ALL be spent on ONE project for the 

church.  How would you use this money?”  We talked about 

our dreams and visions.  Outreach to the community was a 

big one.  A new state-of-the-art kitchen was popular among 

many. For a second scenario, we divided into groups of three 

which now gave each group three million dollars, with the 

same condition that the money needed to be spent on one 

project.  A third scenario had us come together as a whole 

group and combine our millions to make nine million, with 

the same condition – one project!  We were asked in each 

case, “how does this change your vision?”  We all got very 

excited about this and the great outreach that could be 

done.  “Wow, then we could really build that kitchen to help 

others and hire someone to oversee all of this...; think of the 

grants along with our partners that we could apply for...” 

So many dreams to dream and possible mission. What would 

be your vision for our church and community? 

From Church Council 

Brenda Grebinski, Congregational Council Member 

Fall Work Day 

Thank you to all those folks who participated in our Fall Work 

Day at Trinity on Saturday, October 20th. Much work was 

accomplished inside and outdoors to keep our property 

warm and welcoming. 



Financial Update 

Year-to-date figures updated through September 30th, 2018 

Capital Fund carry-over from 2017, not included above, is $19,578 

Jackie Currah, congregational council 
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Gentle Readers 

The November selection for Trinity’s 

Gentle Readers Book Club is My Secret 

Sister by Helen Edwards and Jenny Lee 

Smith. The group meets again on 

November 20th at 7:00 pm in Trinity Hall. 

All are welcome! Simply come to the 

meeting having read the selection in 

advance. See you there! 

2018 General Fund 

 Actual YTD Budget YTD Variance 

Income 199,651 204,285 (4,634) 

Expenses 217,308 218,175 (867) 

Balance ($17,657) ($13,890) ($3,767) 

 2018 Capital Fund 

 Actual YTD Budget YTD Variance 

Income 12,620 11,250 1,370 

Expenses 4,941 11,250 (6,309) 

Balance $7,679 0 $7,679 

Please find below the updated financials for the General 

Fund and Capital Fund through September 30th, 2018. 

Third quarter offering statements are now available. Please 

check your neighbourhood mailbox at Trinity if you have not 

received your copy. Please report any discrepancies in your 

recorded donations to the church office. 

Also, note that 2019 offering envelopes will be available for 

pick-up in late November. 

For 23 years, St. James Lutheran Church in Perth East, part of 

our Nith Valley Ministry Area, has presented its Journey to 

Bethlehem. This nativity re-creation with live animals takes 

place in their “red shed” adjacent to their church. 

The public is invited to this event, this year with two 

performances on Saturday, December 1st at 4:00 pm and 

8:00 pm. The event is free, and refreshments follow. 

For more details, visit www.stjamesneh.ca 

Journey to Bethlehem 

In Advent, we invite all 

folks to participate in 

preparing a Living and 

Learning Kit. These kits 

are art of the We Care 

Program from 

Canadian Lutheran 

World Relief. They are 

gifts of love are 

received by people 

affected by poverty or 

displaced by war, hunger or natural disaster, and are vital to 

the operation of hospitals, schools, refugee camps and 

development programs.  

We Care Bags and shopping lists will be available at Trinity in 

mid-November, but here is the list, if you would like to get a 

jump on collecting items: 

▪ 3 lined notebooks  

▪ 10 unsharpened pencils with erasers  

▪ 1 metric ruler (30 centimetres) 

▪ 1 pencil sharpener  

▪ 1 eraser  

▪ 1 pack of crayons (or pencil crayons)  

▪ 1 small and simple toy (new and not requiring 

batteries)  

▪ 1 bar of soap   

▪ 1 toothbrush (new and wrapped)  

▪ 1 tube of toothpaste (expiration date no earlier than 

one year)  

 

 

We Care Bags 
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 Lynn Thompson, president ▪ Tanya Ramer, pastor 
Helen Toman, visitation pastor ▪  Brian Racho, sexton 

Jamie Courtney, parish administrator & minister of music  
Ron Leonard, honourary assistant pastor ▪ Gywin Murray, emerita director of music 

On All Saints Sunday, November 

4th, at 7:00 pm, the Leupold 

Chorale will host a service of 

readings, choral music, and 

hymns, to mark the festival of All 

Saints.  The event is at Mount 

Zion Lutheran Church, 29 

Westmount Road South, Waterloo.   

Founded in 2009, the Leupold Chorale strives to foster and 

preserve the performance of the music of the Lutheran 

Church and the continental Reformation, the early music of 

other Christian traditions, and other sacred music rarely 

heard today. The choir’s name honours the life and ministry 

of Ulrich Leupold, pastor, teacher, scholar, theologian, and 

musician, who lived and worked in our community during 

the last century.  

All Saints Compline Liturgy 

In October we kicked off a new Faith in Film series, What 

Does it Mean to Be Neighbour? Join us for the remaining 

films on Mondays at 6:00 pm, followed by a conversation 

facilitated by Sherry Coman. 

 

November 5th, Pride (Matthew Warchus, 2014) 

A true story comedy-drama of a London LGBT communitywho 

decides to find alliance and friendship with striking 

mineworkers in Wales. 

 

November 12th, Faces, Places (Agnès Varda/JR, 2017) 

A renowned filmmaker and a street artist journey through 

neighbourhoods in France, leaving behind local art that 

transforms lives. 

Faith in Film  

Creation stories tell about the origin of the moon, the sun, 

the stars and human beings.  

What else do they tell us of our human condition?  Join with 

our neighbours as we look at the Genesis and the 

Haudenosaunee  (the people of the longhouse) creation 

accounts and explore the different understandings of 

separation from God.  

When: Saturday, November 10th,  10:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Leader: The Rev’d Rosalyn Elm  

Cost: $30.00 (HST included) 

Place: Renison College, Waterloo 

Registration: uwaterloo.ca/cape/register 

When Skywoman Fell 

In addition to the Living and Learning Kits, Trinity supports a 

couple of other projects during Advent, the four weeks 

leading up to Christmas, starting December 2nd.  

 

Please consider brining new men’s socks in support of House 

of Friendship. We’re grateful to Susan Hammer for 

coordinating this project. 

 

We welcome all contributions of hats, gloves, and scarves in 

support of the Wilmot Family Resource Centre. Warm 

woolies, store-bought and homemade, are needed for men, 

women, and children. 

More Advent Projects 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 
7:00 pm 
NVMA  
Leadership 
Team at Trinity 

2 
 

3 
7:30 pm 
AA 
 

 

4 
All Saints Sunday 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures 
10:45 am Adult Education 
 
DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS 

5 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
6:30 pm 
Handbell  
Ensemble 

6 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
 

7 
10:00am 
NVMA Rostered 
Leaders in 
Woodstock 
7:30 pm 
AA 

8 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 

9 
 

10 
7:30 pm 
AA 
 

11 
25th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures 
10:45 am Adult Education 
 

 Remembrance  
 Day 

12 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
6:30 pm 
Handbell  
Ensemble 
 
 

13 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 

14 
7:30 pm 
AA 

15 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 
 

16 
5:00 pm 
Trinity Dove 
Deadline 
(December 
Issue) 
 
 
 
 

17 
10:00 am 
Confirmation 
7:30 pm 
AA 
 
 
 

18 
26th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures 
10:45 am Adult Education 
1:30 pm Nithview Anglican/ 
 Lutheran Worship 

19 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
6:30 pm 
Handbell  
Ensemble 

20 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
7:00 pm 
Gentle Readers 

21 
7:00 pm 
Church Council 
7:30 pm 
AA 

22 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 

23 
 

24 
7:30 pm 
AA 

25 
Christ the King 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures 
10:45 am Adult Education 
 
 

26 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
6:30 pm 
Handbell  
Ensemble 
6:30 pm 
Trinity TRC 
Task Team 

27 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 

28 
7:30 pm 
AA 

29 
9:00 am 
Dove Prep 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 

30 
 

 

 

Daylight Saving Time Ends 

Don’t forget that Daylight Saving Time ends at 

2:00 am on Sunday, November 4th. Set you clock 

back before going to bed, or you will be an hour 

early for church! 


