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Sabbaths and Celebrations 
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Sunday, December 2 
1st Sunday of Advent 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures: Christmas Story Practice 
▪ Adult Education: Advent Explorations 
 
Sunday, December 9 
2nd Sunday of Advent 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures: Christmas Story Practice 
▪ Adult Education: Interesting Lives with Al Junker 
 
Sunday, December 16 
3rd Sunday of Advent 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
   with Faith Adventures Christmas Story 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Education programming takes a break until January 
▪ Nithview Anglican/Lutheran Worship at 1:30 am 
 
Sunday, December 23 
4th Sunday of Advent 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
 
Monday, December 24 
Christmas Eve 
▪ Family Worship at 5:00 pm 
▪ Traditional Worship with Candlelighting at 7:00 pm 
 
Sunday, December 30 
1st Sunday of Christmas 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
 
 
 

Sunday, January 6 
Epiphany of Our Lord 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
 
Sunday, January 13 
Baptism of Our Lord 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures: Jesus’ Baptism 
▪ Adult Education: Luther’s Legacy in the Age of Trumpism 

  with Dr. Robert Kelly 
 
Sunday, January 20 
2nd Sunday after Epiphany 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures: The Disciples 
▪ Adult Education: Paul and Identity Politics 
     with Dr. Tim Hegedus 
▪ Nithview Anglican/Lutheran Worship at 1:30 am 
 
Sunday, January 27 
3rd Sunday after Epiphany 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures: The Lord’s Prayer 
▪ Adult Education: TBD 

On the Festival of the Reign of Christ, November 25th, 

Katherine Joanne Soontiens was baptized. Katherine is the 

daughter of Kari and Bill Soontiens. 

Sacraments and Seasons 



The Most Wonderful Time of the Year 

The Rev. Tanya Ramer 

Recently, I was asked what my favourite time or season is in 

the church year. It’s Advent! It is the four weeks preceding 

Christmas when we recall God’s faithfulness to humankind, 

and prepare our hearts for the gift of God in Jesus Christ; the 

baby in the manger; the light in our darkness. Advent is a 

season of light and hope, and honestly, after a 

dreary and darkened November, I need some 

extra light and hope, and maybe you do too, as 

the stressors of Christmas begin to become more 

real. 

The season of Advent is such an important time 

in the church year. Sadly however, it often gets 

overlooked by its larger sibling, Christmas. Radio 

stations, stores, and houses in my 

neighbourhood are all decked out for Christmas and the mad 

rush has begun. And that mad rush, like this past November, 

makes me feel a bit dreary, too. It’s the season of Advent 

that reminds me and prepares me for the in-breaking of God, 

in the Christ-child, at Christmas. The same season that can 

help dispel the darkness, and shine a light of hope in our 

midst. 

Advent comes from the Latin word “adventus”, which means 

arrival. The birth of Jesus’ in Bethlehem, the incarnation of 

God becoming human, and one with us. It is this arrival, that 

we spend four weeks in the church year preparing for. This 

gift of grace that becomes flesh, that enters into the world of 

uncertainty, war, and fear, and shines a light of hope, speaks 

a word of peace, embraces the lonely, and sets the captives 

free. 

How can we, at Trinity and as a people of faith, reclaim 

Advent? How can enter into Advent and calm our weary and 

tired souls, rather than this season being just one more thing 

we “have to do?” A prayerful and intentional Advent season 

can have a significant impact on our celebration of 

Christmas. When we enter into the season of Advent, some 

of our pre-Christmas activities are viewed in a different light, 

some becoming less important, and others non-essential. 

Advent invites us slow down and pace ourselves. A slower 

pace arouses us to the promptings of the Holy Spirit, opening 

our eyes to that which is Holy around us and within us. 

This Advent, Trinity offers many ways to enter the season of 

Advent that can help prepare our hearts for Emmanuel’s 

birth. Join us for worship on Sundays; come and break bread 

(and enjoy soup!) on Thursday evenings and stay for a 

service of Holden Evening Prayer; contribute to the 

foodbank; add socks, hats and mittens for our 

outreach program; deliver cookies; visit with our 

members who are unable to join us on Sunday 

mornings; pray for a neighbour and yourself. All of 

these things, and many more, remind us and 

prepare us for the in-breaking of God, in the Christ

-child, at Christmas. 

May we find time this season to be in silence, to 

experience peace, and to embrace shared 

moments. May our hearts be open to what are truly the gifts 

of Christmas: compassion, gentleness, understanding, 

patience, forgiveness, and kindness. Advent blessings and a 

Holy Christmas to you. 
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Holden Evening Prayer 

On the Thursdays in Advent, 

December 6th, 13th, and 

20th, we will have a simple 

soup supper at 5:30 pm, 

followed by Holden Evening 

Prayer at 6:30 pm.  

Please consider signing up 

to bring soup or bread. 

You’d be most welcome for 

the meal, worship, or both. 
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Church Council News 

Council met on Wednesday, November 21st  to a very full 

agenda. 

We now have a signed contract in place with Budget 

Windows and Doors for replacement of the basement 

windows.  These windows will all be custom built and may be 

completed before the end of 2018.  How nice will it be to 

have energy efficient windows! 

Work has begun to renovate the washroom adjacent to the 

Sunday morning coffee area. Two Trinity families have 

generously offered to update the space at their own 

expense. Thanks, folks! 

We are working with Community Care Concepts to renew 

their lease of Trinity space. It has been a wonderful 

partnership for Trinity and the wider community. 

With Christmas around the corner there are many ways to 

share your time, talents or treasures with those around 

you. Fill a We Care Bag or two, donate warm woolies or 

men’s socks, or bake some cookies.  There will also be a sign-

up  to support three families in our Community through the 

Christmas Hamper program run by the Wilmot Family 

Resource Centre.  

Judy Gueguen, Council Secretary On Monday December 10th at 9:00 

am, volunteers are invited to prepare 

Christmas Cheer Cookie Tins for 

distribution within our community.  

This year we need to fill and deliver 

40 to 50 tins of cookies. 

If you are able to donate cookies 

(homemade or store bought), they 

may be dropped off at the church on 

Sunday December 9th.  Medium sized 

cookie tins are also needed.  They 

can be left in the narthex or the kitchen by December 9th. 

If you are able to help with the preparation or delivery of the 

cookies, please contact the church office or Pat Schmetzer at 

519-576-0537. 

Thank you for bringing some cheer to folks in our community 

during the Advent and Christmas season! 

Christmas Cheer Cookies 

Trinity is again sponsoring a Christmas 

blood donor clinic on Monday, 

December 24th at Waterloo Oxford 

District Secondary School. The clinic will 

run from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm. 

Donors must be 17 years old. There is 

no upper age limit, as long as you are 

well, and have no restrictions or 

limitations to your activities. 

There is always a need for blood: aging population, more 

aggressive medical treatments and sophisticated surgeries, a 

shrinking donor base, and increasing population. 

Every 60 seconds a Canadian needs blood, and one unit of 

blood can save up to 3 lives. The rarest blood type is the one 

that is not on the shelf when it’s needed by a patient. 

To book an appointment, call 1-888-2-DONATE (1-888-236-

6283), or book online at www.blood.ca. Walk-ins are also 

welcome. 

Blood Donor Clinic 

Next year’s offering envelopes are now available. Please find 

yours in the Katie Luther Room, and consider delivering a 

few boxes for us to friends, family, and neighbours. We hope 

to have all boxes distributed in a couple of week. 

Please do not start using these envelopes until 2019. If you 

have unused 2018 envelopes at home, simply recycle them 

in the blue box.  

A reminder that folks on PAR, pre-authorized remittance, do 

not receive envelopes. If you would prefer to sign up for PAR 

and no longer receive boxed offering envelopes, please 

contact the church office. 

2019 Offering Envelopes 



December 2018 | page 5 

In her letter enclosed with the quarterly offering statement, 

Pastor Tanya shared with us that our 2018 financial numbers 

showed a significant deficit position by the end of 

September. Her letter outlined, that while not the first time 

we have approved a deficit budget, our trend in the last five 

years has been falling short of our goal to meet the budget 

approved at the Annual Meeting. 

In 2018, Trinity has had significant challenges with both the 

Capital Fund and the General Fund.  

With the Capital Fund, the end of this year has brought 

unplanned capital projects, especially the windows around 

the building. The original stained-glass windows in the 

sanctuary were discovered to have spongy wooden frames 

holding the glass tenuously in place, especially on the 

parking lot side. Council approved to upgrade the frames in 

the five windows at a cost of $13,300. Also, the original 

basement windows in Trinity Hall have become drafty and 

inefficient over the years. Council also felt those windows 

were a priority and approved the full replacement of these 

twelve windows at a cost of $14,200.  

At last year’s annual meeting, the congregation designated a 

portion of 2017 Endowment Fund interest to help offset the 

cost of other stained-glass window frame replacements 

around the church. Between the unspent 2017 Endowment 

Fund money, and the amount currently in the capital fund, 

we have enough money to pay for all of these window 

projects. However, this will leave the capital fund almost 

entirely depleted heading into 2019. 

With the General Fund, we are working with the 2018 deficit 

budget we approved at the annual meeting, which guides 

our day-to-day spending at Trinity. As your elected council, 

we work hard to stick to the budget in our spending. As such, 

through the end of October, expenses are 1.6% better than 

planned. Our income, however, is 3.6% worse than planned. 

As a result, we are even further behind than we planned in 

our 2018 deficit budget.  

Periodically, Trinity receives one-time generous gifts, which 

can help further the mission and ministry of the 

congregation. In the last few weeks, we have received a 

couple of these types of gifts. However, we as a congregation 

cannot count on these generous gifts to cover our day-to-day 

budget and routine building maintenance in 2018 and 

beyond. To move forward on a strong financial footing, we 

need to increase our week-to-week offerings, especially to 

the General Fund. It is our goal that together we can 

eliminate the 2018 deficit, and approve a balanced budget 

for 2019. 

To those who heard the call to check your offering 

statements and assess your financial commitments to Trinity, 

and to those who are still considering increasing your 

offerings, we sincerely thank you. If you haven’t yet made a 

financial contribution this year to the mission and ministry of 

Trinity church, we invite your consideration. 

From Church Council: 2018 Deficit 

A Dickens Christmas Carol will be held on Thursday 

December 13th at 7:00pm at Zion United Church in New 

Hamburg.  Listen to the story, sing carols, hear special music 

and enjoy refreshments.  All are welcome!  

A Dickens Christmas Carol 

Trinity will forgo a January issue of Trinity Dove, and will 

return to our publication schedule with a February issue. 

Stay up-to-date with Trinity happenings in our Sunday 

worship guide, and weekly emailer.  Sign up for our weekly 

emailer, sent on Fridays, at www.telc.ca/emailer. 

Winter Publishing Break 

Annual Meeting 

The Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, February 3rd, 

following worship. Here, we will review our mission and 

ministry over the last 12 months, and look to the year 

ahead. 

Content to be included with the Annual Report should be 

submitted by Friday, January 4th to the church office. Annual 

Reports will be made available for review two weeks prior 

to the Annual Meeting. 



Financial Update 

Year-to-date figures updated through October 31st, 2018 

Capital Fund carry-over from 2017, not included above, is $19,578 

Jackie Currah, congregational council 
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Gentle Readers 

The December selection for Trinity’s 

Gentle Readers Book Club is To Kill a 

Mockingbird by Harper Lee. The group 

meets again on December 18th at 7:00 

pm in Trinity Hall. All are welcome! 

Simply come to the meeting having 

read the selection in advance. See you 

there! 

2018 General Fund 

 Actual YTD Budget YTD Variance 

Income 220,420 228,682 (8,262) 

Expenses 238,606 242,448 (3,842) 

Balance ($18,186) ($13,766) ($4,420) 

 2018 Capital Fund 

 Actual YTD Budget YTD Variance 

Income 13,943 12,500 1,443 

Expenses 6,500 12,500 (6,000) 

Balance $7,443 0 $7,443 

We gather on Christmas Eve, Monday, December 24th, for 

two services. At 5:00 pm, we have a reflective family service 

with carols and communion. At 7:00 pm, we have a 

traditional candlelighting service of carols and communion 

with festive music led by choir, bells, and organ. Please join 

us for either service as we celebrate Christ’s incarnation. 

Invite your friends and family, too! 

Christmas Eve Worship 

In Advent, we invite all folks to participate in preparing a 

Living and Learning Kit for Canadian Lutheran World Relief, 

part of the We Care Program. We Care Bags and shopping 

lists are available at Trinity now, and can be returned before 

Christmas. 

We Care Bags 

 Lynn Thompson, president ▪ Tanya Ramer, pastor 
Helen Toman, visitation pastor ▪  Brian Racho, sexton 

Jamie Courtney, parish administrator & minister of music  
Ron Leonard, honourary assistant pastor ▪ Gywin Murray, emerita director of music 



December 2018 Trinity Church 
New Hamburg 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

2 
1st Sunday of Advent 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures 
10:45 am Adult Education 
 
6:00 pm New Hamburg  
 Santa Claus Parade 

3 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
6:30 pm 
Handbell  
Ensemble 

4 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
9:30 am 
Prayer Circle 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
 

5 
10:00am 
NVMA Rostered 
Leaders  
at Trinity 
7:30 pm 
AA 

6 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters  
Anonymous 
5:30 pm 
Soup Supper 
6:30 pm 
Evening Prayer 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 

7 
 

8 
7:30 pm 
AA 
 

9 
2nd Sunday of Advent 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures 
10:45 am Adult Education 
 
 

10 
9:00 am 
Christmas 
Cheer Cookies 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
6:30 pm 
Handbell  
Ensemble 

11 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
 

12 
7:30 pm 
AA 

13 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters  
Anonymous 
5:30 pm 
Soup Supper 
6:30 pm 
Evening Prayer 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 

14 
 

15 
8:00 am 
CCC 
Christmas 
Breakfast at 
Trinity 
10:00 am 
Confirmation 
7:30 pm 
AA 

16 
3rd Sunday of Advent 
9:30 am Community Worship 
 with Christmas Story 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
 Education programming 
 takes a break until January 
1:30 pm Nithview Anglican/ 
 Lutheran Worship 

17 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
6:30 pm 
Handbell  
Ensemble 
 
 

18 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
7:00 pm 
Gentle Readers 

19 
7:00 pm 
Church Council 
7:30 pm 
AA 

20 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters  
Anonymous 
5:30 pm 
Soup Supper 
6:30 pm 
Evening Prayer 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 

21 
 
 
 

22 
7:30 pm 
AA 
 
 
 

23 
4th Sunday of Advent 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
 

24 
Christmas Eve 
5:00 pm 
Family Worship 
7:00 pm 
Traditional 
Worship 
 

25 
Christmas Day 
No worship 
service 
 
Church office 
closed 

26 
Boxing Day 
Church office 
closed 
 
7:30 pm 
AA 

27 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 

28 
 

29 
7:30 pm 
AA 

30 
1st Sunday of Christmas 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
 
 

31 
 

 

Saturday, December 15 
8:00 am to 11:00 am 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
in Trinity Hall 

Community Care Concepts’ Annual 

Christmas Benefit Breakfast 
Tickets Available at the Door 
Adults  ............................ $7.00 
Children 10 and under ........ $4.00 
Family maximum ......... $17.00 



January 2019 Trinity Church 
New Hamburg 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
New Year’s Day 
Church office 
closed 

2 
7:30 pm 
AA 

3 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
 

4 
6:00 pm 
Council  
Christmas 
Gathering 
 
ANNUAL  
REPORT  
DEADLINE 

5 
7:30 pm 
AA 
 

 

6 
Epiphany of Our Lord 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
 
 

7 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
 

8 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
9:30 am 
Prayer Circle 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
 

9 
10:00 am 
NVMA Rostered 
Leaders in  
New Dundee 
7:30 pm 
AA 

10 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 

11 
5:00 pm 
Trinity Dove 
Deadline 
(February  
Issue) 

12 
7:30 pm 
AA 
 

13 
Baptism of Our Lord 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures 
10:45 am Adult Education 
 

 

14 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
6:30 pm 
Handbell  
Ensemble 
 
 

15 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
7:00 pm 
Gentle Readers 

16 
7:00 pm 
Church Council 
7:30 pm 
AA 

17 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 
7:00 pm 
NVMA  
Leadership 
Team at Trinity 
 

18 
 
 
 
 

19 
10:00 am 
Confirmation 
Class 
7:30 pm 
AA 
 
 
 

20 
2nd Sunday after Epiphany 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures 
10:45 am Adult Education 
1:30 pm Nithview Anglican/ 
 Lutheran Worship 

21 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
6:30 pm 
Handbell  
Ensemble 

22 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
 

23 
10:00 am 
Confirmation 
Camp Meeting 
7:30 pm 
AA 

24 
9:00 am 
Dove Prep 
12:00 pm 
NH Ministerial 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 

25 
 

26 
7:30 pm 
AA 

27 
3rd Sunday after Epiphany 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures 
10:45 am Adult Education 
 
 

28 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
6:30 pm 
Handbell  
Ensemble 
7:00 pm 
Trinity TRC 
Task Team 

29 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 

30 
7:30 pm 
AA 

31 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 

 

Annual Meeting 
 

Trinity’s Annual Meeting will be held on 
Sunday, February 3rd after worship. Please 
plan to join us as we reflect on the past 
year’s ministry, and look to the year ahead. 
The deadline for content for the Annual 
Report is January 4th. 


