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Sabbaths and Celebrations

Sunday, February 3
4th Sunday after Epiphany
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation
▪ Faith Adventures: Woman at the Well
▪ Annual Meeting after worship

Wednesday, March 6
Ash Wednesday
▪ Community Worship at 7:00 pm

Sunday, February 10
5th Sunday after Epiphany
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation
▪ Faith Adventures: A Storm
▪ Adult Education: Martin Luther University College
with Rev. Dr. Mark Harris
Sunday, February 17
6th Sunday after Epiphany
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation
▪ No education programming (long weekend)
▪ Nithview Anglican/Lutheran Worship at 1:30 pm
Sunday, February 24
7th Sunday after Epiphany
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation
▪ Faith Adventures: The Centurion’s Servant
▪ Adult Education: Faith and Politics in an
Age of Anger with John Milloy
Sunday, March 3
Transfiguration of Our Lord
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation
▪ Faith Adventures: Jesus Blesses the Children
▪ Adult Education: Interesting Lives
with Reid and Cathy Spencer

Sunday, March 10
1st Sunday in Lent
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation
▪ No Faith Adventures (March Break)
▪ Adult Education: Our Pow Wow Experiences
with TRC Task Team

Sacraments and Seasons
On the Feast of the Baptism of Our
Lord, January 13th, Celin Caskie was
baptized at Trinity (front cover image).
Celin is the daughter of Christianne and
Brent Caskie.
Our Trinity community gathered with
family and friends who celebrated the lives of those who had
died. Funerals were recently held for Ray Merner (December
12th), Hilda Thomas (January 8th), Larry Keller (January 12th),
and Mildred Cook (January 28th.)
On Sunday, February 3rd, Trinity will welcome new members.
If you are interested in joining our roster of members, please
speak to Pastor Tanya.
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Celebrating Diaconal Sunday
The Rev. Tanya Ramer
Sunday, February 25th is Diaconal Sunday, the day the ELCIC
celebrates the witness expressed through service (diakonia).
Through our baptism, all Christians are called to share God's
word and to serve our neighbours in
Christ's name. It is also a day to recognize
and give thanks to God for the men and
women who serve in official calls as
deacons in our church.
In Scripture, God attaches a great deal of
significance to service. In Genesis we
hear the story of Abraham, who, while in
his 99th year, was called by God to be the
father of many nations. Not knowing
where God might lead him, he trusted
God’s lead.
In Micah 6:8, we hear the marks of a good servant, “He has
told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord
require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to
walk humbly with your God.”

As we celebrate the many ways God’s calls us to service, let
us give thanks and praise to God for gifts to serve. Let us pray
for those who minister to people close to home or in far
away locations. Let us pray for the young
in Spirit, the mature in wisdom and for all
who, in humility, serve others.
“God of compassion, your Son came
among us not to be served but to serve.
We give you thanks for the women and
men whom you have called to the
diaconal ministry of word and service,
especially Anne Keffer and Jean Widmeyer
(deaconess in the Nith Valley Ministry
Area). Give us all faith to serve you with
gladness; sustain us with a living hope,
especial in the time of despair; and kindle in us your love, so
that we see in every neighbour the face of Jesus Christ, our
Lord, in whose name we pray. Amen” (Adapted from
Evangelical Lutheran Worship p.73)

Throughout Mark’s gospel, we hear teachings from Jesus
that remind us that to follow Christ is to take on a life of
service where it is most needed.
Scripture reminds us of God’s continual call to service which
happens in many ways and at any age.
The former Director of Canadian Lutheran World Relief,
Robert Granke, once wrote, “at the heart of this ministry is
service and leading and equipping all the baptized for
diakonia, by helping people to discern gifts for service, by
encouraging awareness of the world’s’ brokenness. May we
all be empowered by God’s call and encouraged to see all
that we do in service as contributions that many around the
world take note of. We should not underestimate the
significance of what each of us does, day by day. Acts of
kindness, compassion and service to others is important and
makes a difference. Being supportive of sponsoring refugees
in Canada, volunteering in local food banks and community
outreach programs are a few examples of making a
difference in the lives of the afflicted.”

Grant Writing Workshop
On February 2nd, our treasurer, Bob Ruthig, and Keith
Thompson will attend a grant writing workshop, sponsored
by the Eastern Synod.
Topics included will be:
▪
▪
▪
▪

Government and foundation grants
Eastern Synod and ELFEC grants
Understanding funder expectations
Developing effective grant proposals

We look forward to hearing from Bob and Keith after this
interesting and valuable workshop.
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Church Council News

Secret Sisters Potluck

Judy Gueguen, Council Secretary
Church council met on January 16th.
The first council meeting of 2019 was a very productive
one. Heidi Faul’s contract has been renewed as Property
Manager for the next year. Also, Community Care Concepts
is nearing the end of their one-year lease, and has signed a
new two-year lease.

Our annual potluck banquet will be held in Trinity Hall on
Tuesday, February 5th at 6:30 pm. All of the women of Trinity
are invited to attend this potluck. You do not need to be a
Secret Sister. Please join the parish women for a night of
good food, fun and fellowship. As we did last year, we will be
inviting participants at our banquet to contribute to a
selected charity.

All of the windows in Trinity Hall have been replaced. Make
sure and go downstairs and have a look. What a wonderfully
bright space it is now!
Trinity promotes itself as an accessible church and in order to
implement this fully, additional pews in the Sanctuary will be
removed. The last full pew at the back on both sides of the
church will be shortened. This means the last two pews at
the back on each side will now be partial pews.
Trinity is also exploring the hiring of a youth worker in
2019. This person would organize monthly youth events, as
well as Sunday morning programming.

World Day of Prayer 2019
This year, Trinity is hosting the World Day of Prayer Service
for the New Hamburg area. The service will be on Friday
March 1st at 7:00 pm. The theme is “Come – Everything is
Ready!” and it was written by the women of Slovenia.
This annual service rotates between several New Hamburg
churches. Women from all of these churches participate in
the planning and in the readings. The host church provides
light refreshments after the service.

For “Secret Sisters”: at last years banquet, women drew
names for their 2018 Secret Sister. Throughout the year,
sisters have sent greeting cards and notes of encouragement
and support to their “Secret Sister”. They try to keep their
identity a secret. At our banquet, the women bring a signed
card for their sister to reveal their identity and then new
sisters are drawn for the coming year. If you’re not already a
Secret Sister, you are welcome to join and draw a name at
this year’s banquet.
Please let us know if you plan to attend so we can set a place
for you. Call or email Pat Schmetzer (519-576-0537) or
pat.schmetzer@sympatico.ca.

Please mark the date on your calendar and plan to attend.
The services are always very moving and informative and
you’ll get to learn a little about Slovenia. Join us after the
service for refreshments and fellowship.

Hospital Visits

Able to help on that night? We will need 2 ushers/greeters,
someone to operate the elevator, 1 or 2 people to make tea
and coffee and set out the refreshments, and some help with
clean up. If you are able to help, please call Pat Schmetzer
(519-576-0537).

Please remember to let the church office, or
Pastors Tanya or Helen, know if you or a loved
one are in the hospital, or have received recent
medical attention. Trinity’s pastors are pleased
to offer pastoral care wherever you may be.
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Trinity’s 185th Anniversary
“We owe a great debt of gratitude to our forebears who
gathered to worship in the midst of the great
difficulties of pioneering in the wilderness that
existed in this area nearly two centuries ago.
They were assisted by pastors who brought with
them the whole spectrum of faith, motivation
and beliefs. These worked with lay people who
brought dedication, resourcefulness and
wisdom to the tasks of providing facilities for
worship and leadership to the people who
gathered as the congregation of Trinity
Evangelical Lutheran Church.”
This quote, from Ernie Ritz, appears at the front
of Faithful Journey, a history of our church from 1834 until
2012.
The book is full of anecdotal and factual information,
outlining the struggles and successes of our forebears. One
fact that is of interest to me is the 1879 annual
congregational meeting, where the decision was made to
ring the bells in cases of a death in the village. At that time,
the ringing was done with the large bell for older adults, the
middle bell for juveniles and young women, and the small
bell for small children. To this day, Trinity’s bells ring out to
mark the age of members who die. How amazing, to realize
that the custom of marking the passing of our members has
been carried out since 1879.
In the early days, they had a very different way of dealing
with finances. When the decision was made to build a
parsonage, people were assessed an amount they were
required to pay annually. If, by mid-March, someone had not
paid his assessment, his name was read aloud from the
pulpit and his name was removed from the congregational
registry. That was before the days of PAR, where we now
sign on the dotted line and an amount, specified by us, will
be taken monthly. This way, we need not fear having our
names removed from the registry! Oh wait- that practice
was long ago discontinued, but PAR remains an effortless
and terrific way to continue to support Trinity.
My goodness, I could go on and on. If you have never read
Faithful Journey, I highly recommend it. It is an amazing
history, an easy read, and a wonderful record of days gone

by. It will fill you with pride as it did me. This year, 2019,
marks the 185th anniversary of Trinity. While we will
save all the bells and whistles for our 200th
anniversary in 2034, we will mark this year with
some special moments, including a visit from Bishop
Michael Pryce. Stay tuned for details as they unfold.
Re-reading Faithful Journey has reinforced for me
the need to maintain our buildings. With that,
comes the pride of knowing that we are doing this
very thing. Most recently, our windows are just one
example of our efforts. For ourselves, for our
children and for our ancestors we have a
responsibility to carry on the traditions that were
begun with love. Let us walk together on our own faithful
journey here at Trinity.

Fellowship Helpers
We would like a few more folks to help with our fellowship
time after worship. One of our jobs in the Worship ROTA,
these helpers take a turn preparing for, and cleaning up
after, our Sunday morning coffee fellowship. If you could
help with this ministry, please speak to Jamie Courtney or
Pastor Tanya.

Family Day Fun
In Ontario, Family Day is on Monday, February 18th. What a
great opportunity to organize a day of events for your family!
Here’s a few ideas:
▪ Consider taking a winter hike at one of the wonderful
trails in our area, looking for signs of God in creation.
▪ Cook dinner together and invite conversation about your
funniest family stories.
▪ Spend the afternoon playing board games or watching a
movie together.
A day for family time is a wonderful gift!
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2019 Lay Spiritual Retreat

Ecumenical Lent Services

Each year, lay folks are invited to a retreat hosted by Bishop
Michael Pryse. This year the retreat is Friday March 29 th to
Sunday, March 31st at Mount Carmel Spiritual Centre in
Niagara Falls.
This year, our presenter will be The Very Rev. Dr. Peter Wall.
Rev. Dr. Wall is Co-Chair of the Joint Anglican-Lutheran
Commission, and has been Rector of the Cathedral and Dean
of Niagara since 1998. As Dean, he is responsible for the
overall life of the Cathedral parish and takes an active role in
the leadership of the Diocese. Peter has been very involved
in the church beyond the Cathedral and Niagara, having
served on the Council of General Synod, the national Faith
Worship and Ministry Committee, the Board of Directors of
the Anglican Foundation of Canada and on the national
Liturgy Task Force. For 20 years, Peter performed regularly
with The Three Cantors, and his passions are liturgy,
stewardship, and leadership development in the Church. He
will take us on an inspiring (and humorous!) journey of
reflection as we learn together from his life in ministry.
You won't want to miss this opportunity to spend these
special days in conversation, worship, and silence, as we
explore the Spirit together. Register soon, for space is
limited! The all-inclusive registration is $265, which includes
meals.
If you have any questions about the retreat, you are invited
to contact the Retreat Director, Dorothy Frook
(dbfrook@wightman.ca), or the Registrar, Prijna Gingrich
(anp.gingrich@rogers.com). More details are available on
the poster in the narthex at Trinity, or on the Eastern Synod
website: www.easternsynod.org.

Annual Meeting
The Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, February 3rd,
following worship. Here, we will review our mission and
ministry over the last 12 months, and look to the year
ahead.
Annual Reports are presently available for pickup at Trinity.
To save paper, please try to limit copies to one per family,
and bring your Annual Report to the Annual Meeting.

Our ecumenical Lent services continue this year, once again
rotating between New Hamburg churches.
Join us for soup, sandwich, sermon and song beginning on
Wednesday, March 6th, and continuing through April 10th.
A poster will appear soon in the narthex with the list of host
congregations. Watch for Trinity to take a turn hosting again
this year.

Vacation Bible School
The Bridges VBS is an area-wide
Vacation Bible School that has
been
hosted
at
KW
congregations for several years.
This year, VBS runs from July 8th
to 12th at Martin Luther
University College in Waterloo,
and the theme is To Mars and
Beyond. This is a full-day program from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm.
The cost is $100 per child, which includes all lunches, snacks,
and a t-shirt. Youth in grades 6 and up are welcome to join in
the fun as helpers and volunteers.
Registration opens March 1st, and more information is
available at www.bridgesvbs.weebly.com. For more info,
email Heidi at bridgesvbs@gmail.com.

2018 Tax Receipts
Tax receipts are now available for 2018. These receipts also
serve as your fourth quarter offering statement. Check to
make sure your document accurately reflects your financial
contributions, and report any discrepencies to the church
office.
For those that receive a print copy of the Dove, your receipt
should have arrived with this issue. Otherwise the receipts
are in your neighbourhood mailbox at Trinity.
Thank you for your financial support of Trinity’s ministry in
2018.
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Synod News

Financial Update
Jackie Currah, congregational council

Ever wonder what’s going on around the Synod? The Synod
office publication, The Eastern Synod Lutheran, can be found
online at www.easternsynod.org. This publication also
contains updates from Martin Luther University College.

Gentle Readers
The February selection for Trinity’s
Gentle Readers Book Club is The Truth
According to Us by Annie Barrows. The
group meets again on February 19th at
7:00 pm in Trinity Hall. All are
welcome! Simply come to the meeting
having read the selection in advance.
See you there!

2018 General Fund
Actual YTD

Budget YTD

Variance

Income

365,435

287,244

78,191

Expenses

289,082

291,514

(2,432)

Balance

$76,353

($4,270)

$80,623

2018 Capital Fund
Actual YTD

Budget YTD

Variance

Income

16,889

15,000

1,889

Expenses

13,096

34,578

(21,482)

Balance

$3,793

($19,578)

$23,371

Confirmation Camp 2019

Year-to-date figures updated through December 31st, 2018
Capital Fund carry-over from 2017, not included above, is $19,578

We meet at Camp Kintail from August 25th to 30th. The
program organizes campers into age categories. Junior
Campers will be those entering Grade 7 and 8 (in fall of
2019). Senior Campers will be those who are entering Grade
9 or higher.
For more information, or to get a camper registration form,
please speak to Pastor Tanya. Camp Counselor forms are
now available, and due February 10th.
Camper forms will be mailed in early February, and will be
due back by April 7th. If you don’t receive one, please contact
Pastor Tanya.

Ash Wednesday Worship
Our Lenten Journey at Trinity begins with Ash Wednesday
worship on Wednesday, March 6th at 7:00 pm. Join us for
imposition of ashes and Holy Communion.
Also, watch for details on Trinity’s mid-week Lent services
and soup suppers.

Lynn Thompson, president ▪ Tanya Ramer, pastor
Helen Toman, visitation pastor ▪ Brian Racho, sexton
Jamie Courtney, parish administrator & minister of music
Ron Leonard, honourary assistant pastor ▪ Gywin Murray, emerita director of music
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February 2019
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Trinity Church
New Hamburg

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1
Annual Meeting

Secret Sisters Banquet

Trinity’s Annual Meeting will be held on
Sunday, February 3rd after worship.
Please plan to join us as we reflect on the
past year’s ministry, and look to the year
ahead.

Our annual potluck banquet will be
held in Trinity Hall on Tuesday,
February 5th at 6:30 pm. All of the
women of Trinity are invited to
attend this potluck.

7

Saturday

2
7:30 pm
AA

3

4

5

6

4th Sunday after Epiphany
9:30 am Community Worship
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation
10:45 am Faith Adventures
10:45 am Annual Meeting

6:00 pm
TOPS

9:00 am
TOPS
9:30 am
Prayer Circle
10:30 am
Bible Study
6:30 pm
Secret Sisters
Banquet

9:30 am
1:00 pm
NVMA Rostered Overeaters
Leaders in
Anonymous
Tavistock
7:30 pm
AA

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

5th Sunday after Epiphany
9:30 am Community Worship
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation
10:45 am Faith Adventures
10:45 am Adult Education

6:00 pm
TOPS
6:30 pm
Handbell
Ensemble

9:00 am
TOPS
10:30 am
Bible Study
7:00 pm
Gentle Readers

7:30 pm
AA

1:00 pm
Overeaters
Anonymous
7:00 pm
Trinity Choir
7:00 pm
NVMA
Leadership
Team at Trinity

5:00 pm
Trinity Dove
Deadline
(March Issue)

10:00 am
Confirmation
Class
7:30 pm
AA

17

18

22

23

19

20

21

6th Sunday after Epiphany
Family Day
9:30 am Community Worship
Church Office
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation Closed
No education programming
(long weekend)
1:30 pm Nithview Anglican/
Lutheran Worship

9:00 am
TOPS
10:30 am
Bible Study

7:00 pm
Church Council
7:30 pm
AA

1:00 pm
Overeaters
Anonymous
7:00 pm
Trinity Choir

24

25

26

27

28

7th Sunday after Epiphany
9:30 am Community Worship
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation
10:45 am Faith Adventures
10:45 am Adult Education

6:00 pm
TOPS
6:30 pm
Handbell
Ensemble

9:00 am
TOPS
10:30 am
Bible Study

9:30 am
Confirmation
Camp Meeting
7:30 pm
AA

9:00 am
Dove Prep
1:00 pm
Overeaters
Anonymous
7:00 pm
Trinity Choir

8

9
7:30 pm
AA

7:30 pm
AA

