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Sabbaths and Celebrations 
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Sunday, March 3 
Transfiguration of Our Lord 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures: Jesus Blesses the Children 
▪ Adult Education: Interesting Lives 
   with Reid and Cathy Spencer 
 
Wednesday, March 6 
Ash Wednesday 
▪ Community Worship at 7:00 pm 
    with Imposition of Ashes 
 
Sunday, March 10 
1st Sunday in Lent 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ No Faith Adventures (March Break) 
▪ Adult Education: Our Pow Wow Experiences 
   with TRC Task Team 
 
Sunday, March 17 
2nd Sunday in Lent 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ No education programming (March Break) 
▪ Nithview Anglican/Lutheran Worship at 1:30 pm 
 
Sunday, March 24 
3rd Sunday in Lent 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures: Jesus Heals Two Blind Men 
▪ Adult Education: TBD 
 
 
 

 
Sunday, March 31 
4th Sunday in Lent 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures: The Sower 
▪ Adult Education: TBD 
 
Sunday, April 7 
5th Sunday in Lent 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures: Holy Week 
▪ Adult Education: TBD 

On Sunday, February 

10th, Tyson Otterbein 

was baptized at Trinity. 

Tyson is the son of 

Devon and Misty 

Otterbein. 

Our Trinity community 

gathered with family 

and friends who 

celebrated the lives of 

those who had died. 

Funerals were recently held for Doris Rittinger (February 2nd) 

and Rose Mueller (February 23rd.) 

Sacraments and Seasons 



Trinity’s Ministry of Prayer 

The Rev. Tanya Ramer 

Joyce Rupp is the author of many books on prayer; how we 

pray, why we pray, to whom do we pray. In her book titled 

Prayer, she writes: “Prayer itself is ethereal, baffling, 

uncertain, and impossible to fully explain. On the other hand, 

methods and styles of prayer are specific, 

practical, definable, understandable, and 

evident.” The prayers we pray at Trinity are 

an important part of our ministry, whether in 

worship, in meetings, in gatherings of 

fellowship. We pray and give thanks to our 

Creator. 

Trinity has a very active group of dedicated 

people who provide a special minisry for the 

congregation and friends of Trinity, known as 

the Prayer Circle. This group of twelve 

people pray through a list of names on a 

daily basis through the month. The Prayer 

Circle group is a closed group, meaning that the names they 

are given are kept confidential among the group, for the 

privacy of the people for whom we are praying throughout 

the month. 

We pray for a variety of needs in this group. We pray for 

members of Trinity, friends of members, and for families 

grieving the death of a loved one. We pray for people 

outside our congregation, the Eastern Synod and Nith Valley 

Ministry Area. We pray with the World Council of Churches 

through an Ecumenical Prayer Cycle (the same churches we 

pray for on Sunday morning in our Prayers of Intercession), 

for those experiencing natural disasters, people travelling, 

and prayers that reflect the season of the church year. 

Once a month, the pastoral team (Pastors Helen and Tanya) 

and the coordinator of the Prayer Circle (Nancy Brodrecht), 

meet to make updates to the list as required. Nancy has just 

begun as Prayer Circle coordinator, succeeding Connie 

Forler, and before her, Shirley Unrau. Thank you to both 

Connie and Shirley for your faithful dedication and 

partnership in this important ministry of the congregation! 

And, thank you to Nancy for becoming our current 

coordinator.  Thank you to all of our prayer circle members, 

Nancy Hallberg, Nancy Brodrecht, Merva Zehr, Doris 

Schwartzentruber, Pat Schmetzer, Millie Buehlow, Arlene 

Kropf, Theresa Bakker, Connie Forler, Shirley Unrau and 

Pastor Helen, for your faithful dedication to the prayer life of 

our congregation. 

Should you wish to have someone added 

to the prayers, you are invited to contact 

Nancy Brodrecht, Pastor Helen or myself. 

To add someone to the prayer list we will 

need: 

1. their permission, so please ask,  

2. whether they would also like to be 

added to our Sunday morning prayers, and  

3. how much information about their 

circumstances may be shared. 

Let us pray together this month, a prayer written by St. 

Francis of Assisi (1181-1226): 

Our Father, each day is a little life, each night a tiny death; 

help us to live with faith and hope and love. Lift our duty 

above drudgery; let not our strength fail, or the vision fade, in 

the heat and burden of the day. O God, make us patient and 

pitiful one with another in the fret and jar of life, 

remembering that each fights a hard fight and walks a lonely 

way. Forgive us, Lord, if we hurt our fellow souls; teach us a 

gentler tone, a sweeter charity of words, and a more healing 

touch. Sustain us, O God, when we must face sorrow; give us 

courage for the day and hope for the morrow. Day until day 

may we lay hold of thy hand and look up into thy face, 

whatever befall, until our work is finished and the day is 

done. Amen. 
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“Prayer keeps 

our life 

breathing with 

love.” 

 Joyce Rupp 

Pastoral Care 

Pastor Tanya will be on vacation from March 7th to 16th. 

During her absence, Pastor Helen Toman, Trinity’s visitation 

pastor, will provide emergency pastoral care. Pastor Helen 

can be reached directly at 519-240-0416.  
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Church Council News 

Church council met on Wednesday, February 20th.   

As Council met for the first time following our Annual 

Meeting, we took a moment to welcome our new members: 

Sandra Jack, Stephanie Brubacher, and Carol Murray. We are 

grateful for you taking on a leadership role at Trinity. 

Council has also appointed two new members to Mutual 

Ministry. Thank you to Flex Bender and Dorothy Jardin for 

agree to serve on this committee. 

The sound system in the Sanctuary is getting a boost.  Two 

small additional speakers will be installed at the first pew on 

the left and right sides of the nave. This should help amplify 

the sound in the front sections. If you are having trouble 

hearing, consider moving up closer toward the front 

speakers, or closer to existing side speakers. 

Judy Gueguen, Council Secretary 

Community Care Concepts has totaled the donations from 

our Secret Sisters banquet and has reported that we raised 

$505 from the event. They are grateful for the generous 

donations and are thankful that we thought of their 

organization. Thank you to all the ladies who attended the 

banquet and helped to support the work of Community Care 

Concepts. 

Secret Sisters Potluck 

New Shepherds Needed 

Trinity’s shepherds serve as a link to their neighbourhoods 

in which they live. They deliver copies of the Dove or other 

communications.  

We are looking for a few new shepherds in some of our 

neighbourhoods: 

▪ Neighbourhood #9 (Ritz, Hostettler) 

▪ Neighbourhood #19 (Bleams Court, Stone, Grandview, 

Huron beyond Centennial) 

▪ Neighbourhood #24 (Jacob) 

If you would be able to help us out with any of these areas, 

please speak to Jamie in the church office. 

Each year, lay folks are invited to a retreat hosted by Bishop 

Michael Pryse. This year the retreat is Friday March 29th to 

Sunday, March 31st at Mount Carmel Spiritual Centre in 

Niagara Falls. 

You won't want to miss this opportunity to spend these 

special days in conversation, worship, and silence, as we 

explore the Spirit together. Register soon, for space is 

limited! The all-inclusive registration is $265, which includes 

meals. 

If you have any questions about the retreat, you are invited 

to contact the Retreat Director, Dorothy Frook 

(dbfrook@wightman.ca), or the Registrar, Prijna Gingrich 

(anp.gingrich@rogers.com). More details are available on 

the poster in the narthex at Trinity, or on the Eastern Synod 

website: www.easternsynod.org. 

2019 Lay Spiritual Retreat 
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As I sit here on Monday, February 4th, it occurs to me that for 

a few weeks now I have been anticipating our Annual 

Meeting… and now it’s history! Preparing for it is always 

exciting. Reading through all of the council members’ reports 

reminds me once again how hard they all work, and how 

lucky we are at Trinity to have so many capable, hard 

workers who are willing and able to devote time to the work 

of the church. Every year, I am grateful to see how many 

members stay for our meetings. Making your presence a 

priority for you is our reward for our year’s labour, managing 

the affairs of the church. Thank you for all the support you 

give as we work through our monthly assignments.  

This year, we were looking for four members to complete 

our roster. Judy Gueguen agreed to remain on Council, 

having originally filled a mid-term vacant seat. So, Judy is not 

new to Council, but she fills one of the four seats. She was 

introduced to us last year. Thank you, Judy! Fortunately, we 

had been able to find candidates willing to have their names 

stand for two of the remaining three seats in advance of the 

Annual Meeting.  

Something remarkable happened at the Annual Meeting. I 

invited suggestions to fill the final seat. I asked once with no 

response. A second time I called for nominations, and 

nothing. When I called one last time, a hand went up and we 

had a volunteer — Sandra Jack. Our roster is full! How 

wonderful it is when a volunteer steps forward. It isn’t 

always an easy thing to do, but it definitely makes Council’s 

job a little easier. Every year, a few council members leave, 

because the Constitution requires turn-over. If you were 

waiting in the wings, wrestling with the idea yourself, I 

encourage you to raise your hand next year or better still, 

approach anyone on Council in December or January to let 

us know you are ready to offer your help.  I am pleased to 

tell you a bit about these three new Council members.  

Let me introduce Sandra Jack, choir member and new 

Council member.  Sandra is a new resident to New Hamburg 

and to Trinity, having lived here for 2 ½ years. Sandra loves 

being close to open spaces and nature. Living in a small town 

is nothing new to her as she grew up in a small town in 

Southern Ontario. Sandra is a widow with three grown adult 

children and four grandchildren.  Sandra looks forward to 

supporting Trinity in her new role on Council.  

Carol Murray is no stranger to New Hamburg, having moved 

here with her family when she was in grade three.  She has 

been a member of Trinity since 1987. Carol and her husband 

Rob have twin 28-year-olds, Michael and Katelyn. Carol 

works at the University of Waterloo.  

Stephanie Brubacher and her husband Matt live in Kitchener, 

with their two children, Lillian and Isaac, and their cat Luigi. 

Stephanie has been involved in 8 Lutheran congregations 

around Ontario, as her family relocated often. Volunteering 

with various groups fills most of her time. Stephanie helps to 

coordinate the Bridges VBS program that is taking place at 

Martin Luther University College for one week this July.  

Trinity welcomes these new Council members, and we are 

grateful for their assistance with the business of the church. I 

know that members of Trinity will continue to step up as you 

are able, when asked to help out on a particular assignment, 

to support Council as needed. That is the beauty of Trinity. 

Everyone helps whenever possible. Thank you for this. Be 

sure to introduce yourselves to our newest Council 

members.  At our next Council meeting, an executive along 

with portfolios will be named. Watch for this list in next 

month’s Dove. 

From the President 

Lynn Thompson, Congregational President 

Our friends at the Wilmot Family Resource Centre (WFRC) 

have an ongoing need for donations for their Food Bank. The 

Food Bank provides emergency food to individuals and 

families living in Wilmot and Wellesley Townships. 

The most needed items currently are: canned fruit, 100% 

real fruit juice, rice, canned tomatoes, and baking supplies 

(flour, sugar, oil). 

If you are able to donate any of these items, Trinity has a 

collection basket by the wood parking lot doors. Thank you 

to Dee and Kitch Radke for coordinating our donations! 

Donations can also be made directly to WFRC.  

Food Bank Donations 



Gentle Readers 

The March selection for Trinity’s 

Gentle Readers Book Club is Sylvanus 

Now by Donna Morrissey. The group 

meets again on March 19th at 7:00 pm 

in Trinity Hall. All are welcome! Simply 

come to the meeting having read the 

selection in advance. See you there! 
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Ecumenical Lent Services 

Our ecumenical Lent services continue this year, once again 

rotating between New Hamburg churches.  

Join us for soup, sandwich, sermon and song on 

Wednesdays at noon beginning on March 13th, and 

continuing through April 10th. 

▪ March 13th—Stenimann Mennonite Church 

▪ March 20th—Zion United Church 

▪ March 27th—Trinity Lutheran Church 

▪ April 3rd—Wilmot Mennonite Church 

▪ April 10th—Shantz Mennonite Church 

Thank you to those Trinity folks who have agreed to help 

with our hosting duties on March 27th when we co-host with 

St. George’s Anglican in Trinity Hall. 

Daylight Saving Time 

Daylight Saving Time begins on Sunday, March 10th at 3:00 

am. Be sure and set your clocks forward one hour before 

going to bed on Saturday, March 9th. 

We could use a few more folks to help with our fellowship 

time after worship. One of our jobs in the Worship ROTA, 

these helpers take a turn preparing for, and cleaning up 

after, our Sunday morning coffee fellowship. If you could 

help with this ministry, please speak to Jamie Courtney or 

Pastor Tanya. 

Fellowship Helpers 

Happy Birthday! 

Trinity recently extended 90th birthday greetings to Hans 

Lass who reached this terrific milestone. Hans is pictured 

here with Joyce at their residence in the Nithview 

Community. 

Our Lenten Journey at Trinity begins with Ash Wednesday 

worship on Wednesday, March 6th at 7:00 pm. Join us for 

imposition of ashes and Holy Communion. Pastor Tanya and 

Rev. Margert Walker from St. George’s also lead the 

Nithview Community Ash Wednesday service at 10:30 am. 

On the Thursdays of Lent, starting on March 14th, join us for 

Evening Prayer at 6:30 pm, preceded by a simple soup 

supper at 5:30 pm. If you’re able to help us out by brining 

soup or bread, please use the sign up sheet in the narthex. 

Lenten Journey 



Financial Update 

Year-to-date figures updated through January 31st, 2019 

Capital Fund carry-over from 2018, not included above, is $23,371 

Jackie Currah, congregational council 
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2019 General Fund 

 Actual YTD Budget YTD Variance 

Income 20,236 21,665 (1,429) 

Expenses 26,920 27,100 (180) 

Balance ($6,684) ($5,435) ($1,249) 

 2019 Capital Fund 

 Actual YTD Budget YTD Variance 

Income 1,463 1,250 213 

Expenses 0 0 0 

Balance $1,463 $1,250 $213 

We invite folks in our Trinity community to provide flowers 

for our Sunday morning worship service. Flowers can mark 

an occasion, either solemn or joyous. Please use the sign-up 

sheet on the bulletin board in the narthex. Thank you for 

your contributions! 

Flowers for Worship 

 Lynn Thompson, president ▪ Tanya Ramer, pastor 
Helen Toman, visitation pastor ▪  Brian Racho, sexton 

Jamie Courtney, parish administrator & minister of music  
Ron Leonard, honourary assistant pastor ▪ Gywin Murray, emerita director of music 

On Saturday, April 27th, the Women’s Ministry Programme 

Team is holding their Spring Event at St. James Lutheran 

Church St. Jacobs. The theme of the day is Amazing Grace: 

Lutheran & Indigenous Peoples Learning Together.  The event 

will be a diverse program of music, art, learning, crafts, and 

reflections highlighting the ongoing relationship of the 

Eastern Synod with our partners at Six Nations of the Grand 

River. The guest speakers will be Deacon Scott Knarr and 

Richelle Miller of Music for the Spirit, a Six Nations special 

music programme. 

Registration is at 9:30 am and the programme will begin at 

10:00 am. All our Trinity women are invited to attend – it will 

be a great day!  Please contact Pat Schmetzer (519-576-

0537) by April 12th to register. The registration fee is $15 

which includes lunch. Car pooling can be arranged for those 

who need transportation. Please see the poster on our 

bulletin board at Trinity. 

Spring Women’s Event 

Deacon Scott Knarr 



March 2019 Trinity Church 
New Hamburg 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

3 
Transfiguration of Our Lord 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures 
10:45 am Adult Education 
 
 
 

4 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
6:30 pm 
Handbell  
Ensemble 

5 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
9:30 am 
Prayer Circle 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
5:00 pm  
Shrove Tuesday 
Community 
Pancake Supper 

6 
10:30 am 
Nithview Ash 
Wed. Service 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Ash 
Wed. Service 
7:30 pm 
AA 
8:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 

7 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
 

1 
7:00 pm 
World Day of 
Prayer Service 
at Trinity 
 

8 
 

2 
7:30 pm 
AA 
 
 
 

9 
7:30 pm 
AA 

10 
1st Sunday in Lent 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
 No Faith Adventures  
 (March Break) 
10:45 am Adult Education 
 

 

11 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
6:30 pm 
Handbell  
Ensemble 
 
 

12 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 

13 
9:30 am 
NVMA Rostered 
Leaders in  
Milverton 
12:00 pm 
SSSS at  
Steinmann 
7:30 pm 
AA 

14 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
5:30 pm 
Soup Supper 
6:30 pm 
Evening Prayer 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 
 

15 
5:00 pm 
Trinity Dove 
Deadline  
(April Issue) 
 
 
 
 

16 
7:30 pm 
AA 
 
 
 

17 
2nd Sunday in Lent 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
 No education programming  
 (March Break) 
1:30 pm Nithview Anglican/ 
 Lutheran Worship 

18 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
6:30 pm 
Handbell  
Ensemble 

19 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
7:00 pm 
Gentle Readers 
 

20 
12:00 pm 
SSSS at  
Zion United 
7:00 pm 
Church Council 
7:30 pm 
AA 

21 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
5:30 pm 
Soup Supper 
6:30 pm 
Evening Prayer 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 

22 
 

23 
7:30 pm 
AA 

24 
3rd Sunday in Lent 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures 
10:45 am Adult Education 

25 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
6:30 pm 
Handbell  
Ensemble 

26 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 

27 
12:00 pm 
SSSS at  
Trinity 
7:30 pm 
AA 

28 
9:00 am 
Dove Prep 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
5:30 pm 
Soup Supper 
6:30 pm 
Evening Prayer 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 

29 30 
7:30 pm 
AA 

31 
4th Sunday in Lent 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures 
10:45 am Adult Education 

 

Shrove Tuesday Supper 
 

The Shrove Tuesday Community Pancake and Sausage 
Supper is on Tuesday, March 5th at the Wilmot 
Recreation Complex from 5:00 pm to 6:30 pm. The cost 
is $10 for adults, and $5 for children ages 5 to 12. For 
tickets, please call 519-662-3601. 


