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Sabbaths and Celebrations 
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Sunday, May 5 
3rd Sunday of Easter 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures: Doubting Thomas 
▪ Adult Education: Ask the Rostered Leaders 
   with Pastors Tanya Ramer, Ron Leonard, and  
   Phil Heinze and Sister Anne Keffer 
 
Sunday, May 12 
4th Sunday of Easter 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures: Community Litter Walk 
 
Sunday, May 19 
5th Sunday of Easter 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ No education programming 
▪ Anglican/Lutheran Worship at Nithview at 1:30 pm 
 
Sunday, May 26 
6th Sunday of Easter 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
   with Welcoming of New Members 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures Carnival 
 
Sunday, June 2 
7th Sunday of Easter 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
   with Holy Baptism 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Education Programming Resumes in September 

Sunday, June 9 
Day of Pentecost + Confirmation Sunday 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
    with Rite of Confirmation 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
 
Sunday, June 16 
Holy Trinity 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Anglican/Lutheran Worship at Nithview at 1:30 pm 
 
Sunday, June 23 
2nd Sunday after Pentecost 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 

Thanks, folks! 

A special thanks goes out to all 

our worship leaders who have 

brought our Holy Week and 

Easter services to life.  

Thank you, assisting ministers, 

acolytes, greeters, ushers, altar 

guild members, foot washers, 

cross and candle bearers, 

Passion readers, and our many 

musicians! We’re grateful. 



Rebuild this Cathedral 

The Rev. Tanya Ramer 

In the days following the tragic fire at Notre Dame Cathedral 

in Paris, there has been a lot of commentary and opinions on 

whether the church can be rebuilt to reflect its historical 

architecture, how it will be paid for, who should pay for it, 

and why it is important for it to be restored. The Notre Dame 

Cathedral is a masterpiece and it is a building worthy of 

conversation. 

And I have been intrigued by all sides of the conversation 

about what the next steps might be to rebuild this cathedral. 

There are some who are in favour of the rebuild, and some 

who are concerned that a rebuild will 

never reflect the true beauty of this 

centuries old building, and still others 

who think all the money being raised 

should be used to support people and 

not buildings. Amid the conversation, 

a friend asked me if I had any thoughts 

on the matter, and while I have no 

opinion either way on next steps, the 

Notre Dame Cathedral fire has left me 

pondering many things. 

It is no secret that people of faith can be attached to our 

buildings, but for me, Notre Dame Cathedral is more than a 

church, it is a building of history (imagined as possibility in 

the 12th century, standing through WWI and WWII, having 

many restorations and updates throughout the centuries). 

With grandeur, it watches over the city, a magnificent piece 

of architecture of stone and stained glass.  For many, it is a 

visit to an art gallery. It sits in the heart of Paris, people 

passing it daily, many including it on their tours or a ‘must-

see’ attraction while in Paris. It is a historical treasure, a 

piece of France’s history.  

And while I sat and pondered all these things while the 

cathedral was still burning, I offered prayers to the bishops 

and priests who would need to address the fire in their 

holiest of holy weeks, finding words of resurrection hope for 

the people who call this their faith community home. The 

world watched and waited with them to see how much 

damage had occurred and what would be the next steps 

forward, for a worshipping community, a city, and a country.  

Fire had touched the lives of people throughout the world 

that day. While the Notre Dame Cathedral was burning, 

another faith community was concerned as a fire broke out 

at the Al-Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem. Known as the third 

holiest site in Islam, the faith community stood and watched 

and waited to see the impact of that fire in their lives. And 

then I recalled the three African America churches, just 

outside of Louisiana, that were set on fire by an arsonist just 

weeks before, and now completely destroyed. All these 

cathedrals are in need of rebuilding. 

But there are also other cathedrals 

worthy of rebuilding in our world. In 

the week that followed, a Facebook 

post appeared with four pictures: the 

rainforest, the beaches, the ocean, the 

bee hives. The caption read: rebuild 

these cathedrals. I pondered some 

more on the natural cathedrals that 

God created, and how they too are in need of being 

restored. 

I guess the fire at Notre Dame Cathedral left me pondering, 

amid Holy Week, and pondering can be a good place to be. 

Pondering why money flows so easily to rebuild buildings, 

but not so easily to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, 

provide shelter, clean up and preserve the natural wonders 

of creation. With all the wealth so quickly being generated 

for Notre Dame Cathedral, it affirms that there is an 

abundance of wealth in the world, and I continue to trust 

enough abundance for all. In this season of Easter, as a 

resurrected people, I trust and hope that we do no need to 

choose this cathedral or that cathedral, but that all things 

can be rebuilt, all of God’s creation restored and all people 

returned to wholeness – because God is gracious and 

abundant. 
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“ … all things can be 

rebuilt, all of God’s 

creation restored… “ 
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Gentle Readers 

The May selection for Trinity’s 

Gentle Readers Book Club is 

Requiem by Frances Itani. The group 

meets again on May 21st at 7:00 pm 

in Trinity Hall. All are welcome! 

Simply come to the meeting having 

read the selection in advance. See 

you there! 

Communion Assistants 

Trinity maintains a list of communion assistants who help 

with either the pouring chalice or common cup (sipping 

chalice) at communion each week. 

This job is not posted in advance in our Worship Rota, but 

helpers are chosen each Sunday morning from the 

assembly. If you  could help with this job from time to time, 

please speak to Pastor Tanya. 

Spring Clean Up Day 

On Saturday May 4th, you 

are invited to join our 

property folks for our 

annual Spring Clean-Up Day. 

We’ll gather at 9:00 am and 

tackle a variety of tasks 

around the church. We have 

tasks available for all skill 

levels and abilities. 

Please sign up using the sign 

up sheet in the narthex at 

Trinity. Volunteer hours are 

available for high school youth, as needed. Lunch will be 

provided. 

Colour Paradise  

Trinity’s youth will be selling $20 gift cards for Colour 

Paradise greenhouses in Mannheim. A perfect gift for 

Mother’s Day on May 12th! 

Look for our youth in the Katie Luther Room after worship on 

Sunday mornings, while supplies last. All proceeds support 

youth programming at Trinity. 

Like previous years, we will not provide first quarter offering 

statements, but will supply a mid-year statement in July 

(covering offerings made from January to June). Watch for 

your statement and carefully check it for accuracy. 

Offering Statements 

Summer Programming 

The end of the programming year is almost here. A few 

changes for the summer months: 

▪ After Sunday, May 5th, both Trinity Handbell Ensemble 

take a break until September. 

▪ The last Sunday for Adult Education will be May 5th. 

▪ The last Tuesday Bible Study for the year will be May 14th. 

▪ After Sunday, May 26th, Trinity Choir takes a summer 

hiatus until September. 

▪ The last Faith Adventures gathering will be the Carnival 

after worship on May 26th. 

New Members 

On Sunday, May 26th, Trinity will officially welcome new 

members. If you are interested in adding your name to our 

roster of members, please speak with Pastor Tanya Ramer. 
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Among the most famous landmarks in Paris, perhaps in the 

world, the Notre Dame monument has stood on a small 

island on the River Seine, since its completion in 1345.  It 

took 200 years to build the cathedral. Henry VI of England 

was crowned there in 1431. Napoleon found the cathedral in 

disrepair and near the point of 

being demolished, but saved it 

and was himself crowned 

Emperor in 1804 inside the 

Cathedral. Around the time of 

World War II, the beautiful 

stained glass windows were 

removed to protect them, and 

they were reinstalled after the 

war ended.  The Rose Window, 

produced in the 13th century, is 

supposed to be the biggest glass 

window in the world. Many 

stories are well documented in 

history books about Joan of Arc, 

a poor girl with spiritual richness 

but no material goods. Through 

her visions and courage, she helped France in the battles 

against English troops. Joan of Arc was captured, accused of 

heresy and burned at the stake. On July 7th, 1456, she was 

declared innocent and a martyr. In 1909, she was beatified in 

the famous Notre Dame Cathedral. So much history, so many 

historic events were marked here.  

“Our Lady”, as Notre Dame Cathedral is called, is still in use 

by the Roman Catholic Church for Sunday mass. Notre Dame 

is filled with historical artifacts, notably its famous bell in the 

bell tower, and a pipe organ of significance. Drawings, plans 

and engravings show the old and hidden mysteries of several 

of the church developments and how the city of Paris came 

to be.  

As we all know, on April 15th, 2019, fire broke out in Notre 

Dame cathedral. Panic set in. Firefighters flocked to the aid 

of the Paris firefighters, in an effort to save Our Lady if at all 

possible. Miraculously, no one was hurt and many artifacts 

were indeed rescued. Before midnight on April 16th, French 

President Macron declared to begin fundraising for the rapid 

rebuilding of the damaged sections of the cathedral. Millions 

of dollars were raised the first day. While the rebuild will 

take years, it now appears the money will be there. What 

warmed my heart was the help offered from around the 

world. Spain’s prime minister 

offered his country’s help, 

calling the fire a catastrophe for 

France, for Spain, and for 

Europe.  Pope Francis saw with 

shock and sadness the news of 

the terrible fire. An arts curator 

in the USA called the cathedral 

‘one of the great monuments to 

the best of civilization… this 

great hulking monument of 

stone has been there since 

1163. It has come through so 

many trials.” Prime Minister 

Shinzo Abe of Japan, 

remembering the service held at 

Notre Dame for victims of the 

earthquake and tsunami of 2011, offered Japan’s help with 

the rebuilding. A Russian Orthodox Church representative 

called the fire “a tragedy for the entire Christian world and 

for all who appreciate the cultural significance of the 

temple.” The former United States President, Barack Obama, 

sent a warm message, remembering when his family had lit 

candles in the cathedral. His wife Michelle put it this way, 

“The majesty of Notre Dame — the history, artistry and 

spirituality — took our breath away, lifting us to a higher 

understanding of who we are and who we can be.”  

“…lifting us to a higher understanding of who we are and 

who we can be” This is, in my opinion, an important, 

perhaps even a profound statement from the former First 

Lady. Sometimes it takes a tragedy like this fire to remind us 

who we are and who we can be. The offers of help from 

Notre Dame Cathedral: Our Lady 

Lynn Thompson, Congregational President 

Continued on page 6... 

Smoke rises around the altar inside the Notre Dame Cathedral 
as the fire continues to burn.  
 

Philippe Wojazer, AFP/Getty Images  



In early April, Trinity and 

Community Care Concepts 

held a training on the use 

our AED (automatic external 

defibrillator). Trinity staff 

and folks from church 

council and our roster of 

Sunday morning ushers 

received a hands-on training 

from Ben Lindner of Red 5 

Safety Training. 

Ben also provided a brief 

overview of this life saving equipment at an adult education 

session for a wider Trinity audience. 

The AED is stored outside of the worship space doors in the 

narthex. 
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Congratulations to our winners in our recent art raffle, held 

in support of Trinity youth programming, and Canadian 

Lutheran World Relief. The winners, drawn at our Easter 

Breakfast, were Carol Murray, Twyla Knight, Doreen Baan, 

and Cathy Spencer. 

We again offer our thanks to artist Dorothea Butz, and Janet 

and Paul Janzen of Graystone Gallery. And, thanks to all 

those folks who bought raffle tickets! 

Art Raffle Winners 

around the world are proof that we can get along, cooper-

ate, show compassion and support for others.  That this fire 

occurred during our Holy Week, gives me pause to think. 

Perhaps the fire is our Good Friday, and the world-wide love 

and support represent Easter. While the comparison is not of 

two situations of the same magnitude, it does represent 

hope for the future. If our world leaders can rally around the 

cathedral at this time, perhaps they will continue in the vein 

of generosity and reach out to one another, setting aside 

their differences and finding ways to work together. The re-

building of Notre Dame Cathedral could represent a new 

beginning for Earth. I saw the cross in the middle of the de-

struction: it stood tall and proud, shining brightly amid the 

devastation. This can be a symbol, a message of hope for our 

tomorrows. 

As I listened to the news, watched the broadcasts and 

learned of the many who risked their lives to save as many of 

the precious artifacts as possible, I was somewhat overcome. 

That they were successful in so doing made me joyful. As 

Pastor Tanya and I discussed all of this, a thought occurred. If 

Trinity were to become engulfed in flames, what would we 

want to save? Are our artifacts protected? Is our history 

safe? These are important questions that need to be ad-

dressed. Finally, think about your home. If you had time to 

grab just three items, what would they be? All of us need to 

protect what is really important in our lives. If you had a fire, 

what, if lost, could not be replaced?  

Notre Dame… continued 

AED Training 

Trinity recently extended 

birthday greetings to Gwen 

Zarnke, who turned 95, 

Joyce Lass, who turned 85, 

and Paul Janzen, who 

turned 80.  

Happy birthday, friends! 

Birthday Greetings Wheelchair 

Trinity is grateful for the donation of a wheelchair from 

Abhay Patel of Town Square Pharmacy (Pharmasave). This 

donation benefits the visitors to Trinity, Community Care 

Concepts, and Interfaith Counselling Centre. The wheelchair 

is stored in the Katie Luther Room near the elevator. Please 

make use of it as needed when visiting 23 Church Street. 

Gwen Zarnke and  
Pastor Helen Toman 



Financial Update 

Year-to-date figures updated through March 31st, 2019 

Capital Fund carry-over from 2018, not included above, is $23,371 

Jackie Currah, congregational council 
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2019 General Fund 

 Actual YTD Budget YTD Variance 

Income 64,239 65,546 (1,306) 

Expenses 77,878 77,528 350 

Balance ($13,639) ($11,982) ($1,656) 

 2019 Capital Fund 

 Actual YTD Budget YTD Variance 

Income 5,884 3,750 2,134 

Expenses 509 3,750 (3,241) 

Balance $5,375 $0 $5,375 

 Lynn Thompson, president ▪ Tanya Ramer, pastor 
Helen Toman, visitation pastor ▪  Brian Racho, sexton 

Jamie Courtney, parish administrator & minister of music  
Ron Leonard, honourary assistant pastor ▪ Gywin Murray, emerita director of music 

We could use a few more folks to help with our fellowship 

time after worship. These helpers take a turn preparing for, 

and cleaning up after, our Sunday morning coffee fellowship. 

If you could help with this ministry, please speak to Jamie 

Courtney or Pastor Tanya, and we will include you in the next 

Worship ROTA. 

Fellowship Helpers Faith Adventures Carnival 

Mark Sunday, May 26th on your calendar for our annual year-

end Faith Adventures Carnival. Join us following worship for 

outdoor games, ice-cream, balloons, and a scavenger hunts.  

All kids, young and young-at-heart, are welcome! 

Church Council News 

Church council met on Wednesday, April 17th. 

Jeff Pym from ELFEC (Evangelical Lutheran Foundation of 

Eastern Canada) gave a presentation at our meeting. ELFEC is 

an investor that helps churches grow their income through 

responsible and ethical investing. He provided a great 

overview of Trinity’s investment partnership which began in 

2009 and highlighted some of the changes that have 

happened over the years. He also detailed some of ELFEC’s 

new investments in renewable energy sources, building 

retrofits, and training for foreign-trained immigrants. 

As spring arrives, there are many property projects on the go 

or about to begin. A new light has been installed under the 

stairwell outside the Community Care Concepts and 

Interfaith doorways. As well, the damaged bricks on the 

parking lot side of the church have been removed and 

replaced. During May we also expect more work to begin on 

the remaining stained glass windows and removal of two half 

pews. 

Don’t forget the spring cleanup day set for Saturday, May 4th. 

Start time of 9:00 am. 



May 2019 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 
  

1 
10:00 am 
NVMA Rostered 
Leaders meet 
in East Zorra 
7:00 pm 
Mutual Ministry 
7:30 pm 
AA 
 
 

2 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 

3 
 

4 
9:00 am 
Spring  
Clean-Up Day 
7:30 pm 
AA 

5 
3rd Sunday of Easter 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures 
10:45 am Adult Education 
 

 

6 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
 
 

7 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
9:30 am 
Prayer Circle 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
12:00 pm 
Worship  
Committee 
 

8 
7:30 pm 
AA 

9 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 

10 
 
 
 
 

11 
10:00 am 
Confirmation 
Class at Trinity 
7:30 pm 
AA 
 
 
 

12 
4th Sunday of Easter 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures 
 

13 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
 

14 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
 

15 
7:00 pm 
Church Council 
7:30 pm 
AA 
 
 
Dove Deadline 
(June Issue) 

16 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 
7:00 pm 
NVMA  
Leadership 
Team at Trinity 

17 
 

18 
7:30 pm 
AA 

19 
5th Sunday of Easter 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
1:30 pm Anglican/Lutheran  
 Worship at Nithview 

20 
Victoria Day 
Church Office 
Closed  
 
 
 
 
 
 

21 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
7:00 pm 
Gentle Readers 

22 
7:30 pm 
AA 

23 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 

24 
 

25 
7:30 pm 
AA 

26 
6th Sunday of Easter 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures Carnival 
 

27 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 

28 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
 

29 
7:30 pm 
AA 

30 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
 

31 
 

 

Trinity Church 
New Hamburg 

 

Spring Clean-Up Day 
 

Saturday, May 4th 
9:00 am 
Lunch provided 


