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Sabbaths and Celebrations

Sunday, November 3
All Saints Sunday
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation
▪ Faith Adventures; Youth
▪ Confirmation Class
▪ Adult Learning: Advance Care Planning
with Pattie Haskell from Hospice Waterloo

Sunday, November 24
Reign of Christ
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation
▪ Faith Adventures; Youth
▪ Adult Learning: Cameroon & Lutheran
Bible Translators with Freda Klassen
Sunday, December 1
1st Sunday of Advent
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation
▪ Faith Adventures; Youth
▪ Confirmation Class
▪ Adult Learning: TBD

Sunday, November 10
22nd Sunday after Pentecost
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation
▪ Faith Adventures; Youth
▪ Adult Learning: Movie—”First Contact”
Sunday, November 17
23rd Sunday after Pentecost
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation
▪ Faith Adventures; Youth
▪ Confirmation Class
▪ Adult Learning: Walking with Grief
with Pam Loughton
▪ Anglican/Lutheran Worship at Nithview

Sunday, December 8
2nd Sunday of Advent
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation
▪ Faith Adventures; Youth
▪ Adult Learning: TBD

Sacraments and Seasons

Gentle Readers

Trinity hosted the funeral service for
Raimond Danner on October 15th, with
Pastor Tanya Ramer presiding. Rest eternal,
grant him, O Lord, and let light perpetual
shine upon him.
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The November selection for Trinity’s Gentle
Readers Book Club is The Headmaster’s
Wager by Vincent Lam. The group meets
again on November 19th at 7:00 pm in the
Martin Luther Room at Trinity. All are
welcome! Simply come to the meeting
having read the selection in advance.

Thanksgiving and New Life
The Rev. Tanya Ramer
This month in the Dove, at the request of several
parishioners, Pastor Tanya shares her sermon from
Thanksgiving weekend.
A blessed day of thanksgiving to all. We have much to be
thankful for this day. As people of faith, we give thanks for
the gift of unconditional love made known to us in the life,
death, and resurrection of Jesus. As people of faith, we are
thankful for a peace that God offers that surpasses all
understanding. We are thankful for the gifts of hope, and the
call to work toward justice for all people. As we hear in
Philippians, “Keep on doing the things that you have learned
and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of
peace will be with you.” Such wonderful things to be
thankful for. And in our thanksgiving, we are also reminded,
in our gospel from John, that as children of God, we are to
also share these things with others. Maybe that’s why it’s
thanksgiving — the giving part must not be lost on us. Jesus
reminds us, “Do not work for the food that perishes, but for
the food that endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man
will give you.”
This past week, I spent a few days on retreat with the Bishop
Michael Pryse and the Deans of our 17 Ministry Areas
throughout the Synod. During our time together, our
chaplains invited us into prayer, reflection, and conversation
around the changing dynamics in our congregations and in
the life of our synod. What are we thankful for at Trinity?
And, what are the things that we keep working at fixing that
are beginning to perish? What is God calling us to be a part
of, what is it that Jesus calls, “the food that endures for
ever”?
Some congregations today are giving thanks for their
ministry, their programs, and their outreach. And some of
our congregations might be having Thanksgiving worship in
their buildings for the last time. This morning’s gospel
provides all congregations an opportunity to listen, reflect,
have conversation and pray whenever they find themselves
in the midst of struggling to meet budgets, provide relevant
programming, and find leadership to serve on committees.

uncertainty, it’s hard to find things to be thankful for when
they see their faith communities perishing. They know the
pain of a dying church, or, at the very least, the church we
have always known is dying or changing.
The church, we must remember, is not just a building, not
just a place where programming happens. The church is the
people. And whether we have a building or not, the church
has always existed, and will always continue to exist, in you
and in me. Yet, having parts of it wither and perish is difficult.
Our church has always been changing, and some parts of it
has perished – we grieve Luther League and the role it
played in the lives of faith of many of us. And, the church is
still waiting for something new to be born, that youth and
young adults can have something that is as meaningful as
Luther League. There are lots of expressions of faithful living
among our youth and young adults, but it looks very
different from what we were once used to doing. For
example, on Twitter, our National Church is highlighting a
page called ELCIC Young Adults (https://twitter.com/
ElcicYoungAdult) where they are highlighting our young
adults under the age of 35 and the work they are doing as
people of faith in the world. We miss the Evangelical
Lutheran Women groups, yet our Synod continues to find
ways to bring women of faith together each year in retreat.
We miss groups that were once a big part of Trinity’s
expression to the community, yet with each new year, we
are finding new and exciting ways of being people of faith in
community, supporting oneROOF, the Wilmot Family
Resource Centre, the Food Bank, and so much more. With
those deaths and with any death, came new life – that’s the
Easter story isn’t it? Christ died and rose from the dead to
bring us new life, a life which promises hope, peace, and
eternal life with God. A life, prior to Jesus ministry, we
struggled to understand and hold on to.
With death comes new life – but we, as people of faith, still
struggle with the dying part, afraid to ask hard questions

Sometimes, for congregations in the midst of struggle and
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continued on page 4...

Thanksgiving… continued
because we don’t want death to come into our
congregations. We’d much rather focus on the good, but
each good comes with some change as well.
But, the church of Christ is very alive, in our past, present,
and future. This is something we should be thankful for every
time we gather. The church of Christ beset by change, has
experienced death before, and new life has always come
because this is God’s ministry and God’s work in the world,
this is the food that endures for eternal life. Though things
may perish, Jesus says we can live in the hope and the
promise that God is always making all things new.
On our retreat, we were invited to think about what needs to
die in our congregations and our institutional structures.
Phrases and ideas such as:
▪

“we’ve always done it that way”; or,

▪

“we tried it once before, it didn’t work, it won’t work
now”; or

▪

“Change? Lutheran don’t change”.

▪

The false reality that church simply means building –
when it really means people.

We need to let some old assumptions die and be open to
new seeds that can be planted to address the changing world
around us – seeds of change, of acceptance, of abundance,
of justice and of creativity. Seeds that God will grow now and
long after our time on this earth.
Jesus reminds us that he is the bread of life, he gives drink to
those who are thirsty, food to those who are hungry, shelter
to those who are cold, hope to those who are lost. He does
that with us, the church, children of God. God does this in
partnership with us. On this day of harvest, when we gather
to give thanks, Jesus says to be fervent in our prayers asking
God to guide us in the planting of seeds of creativity and
hope and abundance. To pray that God would guide us in the
harvest of those seeds, and to pray that God would guide us
in the distribution of that abundance that come forth from
those same seeds.
I am thankful for the partnership God extends me to work
with you at Trinity. I am thankful for the partnership God
extend to us, at Trinity, to serve our community. I am

thankful for the opportunity to gather to reflect, converse,
discern, and pray together about what it is God might be
calling us to participate in.
For it is in our praying that we ask for God to hear us. It is in
our praying that we listen for God to speak. It is in our
praying where God helps us to discern our service in the
kingdom – a kingdom beset by change, but very much alive
and active.
So, let us end in prayer. This prayer was led by Rev. Dr.
Kimber McNabb (Dean of the Atlantic Area Ministry) at our
retreat this past week:
“Transforming God, take the seeds we sow [as individuals
and communities of faith], and find good ground in which to
die and take root. Flourish as you choose, in the midst of our
now. Amen.”

Financial Update
Jackie Currah, congregational council

2019 General Fund
Actual YTD

Budget YTD

Variance

Income

201,050

207,767

(6,717)

Expenses

220,076

219,549

527

($19,026)

($11,782)

($7,244)

Balance

2019 Capital Fund
Actual YTD

Budget YTD

Variance

Income

15,982

11,250

4,732

Expenses

26,479

11,250

15,229

($10,497)

$0

($10,497)

Balance
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Year-to-date figures updated through September 30th, 2019
Capital Fund carry-over from 2018, not included above, is $23,371

Community Labyrinth
Council appointed members of the congregation to join a
task team to discern opportunities for using the green space
and vacant property at Trinity. The task team looked at many
opportunities and became excited about the possibility of a
community labyrinth. A labyrinth would continue to build
partnerships with the community as well as serve the people
of New Hamburg, who are looking for an outdoor, peaceful
place of meditation. While there are no firm plans in place,
the task team wanted to share with the congregation what
they have learned during this time of exploration.

Possible Plan
For Development
▪
▪

▪

Our Intent
▪
▪
▪

To build a labyrinth for use by everyone, community
members and tourists alike
To provide a space for inner reflection, prayer and
wellness
To erect a Peace Pole

What is a labyrinth?
▪
▪
▪
▪

▪

Labyrinths are an ancient archetype that date back over
4,000 years
Today, labyrinths are found in medical centers, spas,
parks, prisons, church yards and more
In the US, more than 100 hospitals, hospices and health
care facilities have walkable labyrinths
They are often circular in shape: one of the oldest still in
use is at Chartres Cathedral in France (ours will be based
on that design)
It is different than a maze in that it leads you in to center
and back out (no tricks or false paths)

▪

People from around the world walk labyrinths for
meditation, prayer, self-awareness, self-discipline, destressing, healing, creativity and much more
Proponents claim that walking a labyrinth leads to
deeper relationships, and a stronger sense of
community, connectedness and spirituality

Peace Pole
▪

Cost
▪

We have received 3 quotes for the project which will
cost approximately $40,000. The cost would include the
project, but also the removal of the former playground
fencing and tarmac, which would need to be considered
for any development of the property.

We feel that a labyrinth will greatly enhance the community
of Wilmot by providing an all-inclusive space and path for
spiritual, emotional and physical wellness.

Funeral Lunches at Trinity

What are the benefits of a labyrinth?
▪

▪

To install the labyrinth
and Peace Pole in 2020
To
install
benches,
perhaps a water feature,
landscaping, perhaps a
bronze plaque
To seek funding from our church, other churches in the
Nith Valley Ministerial Group, municipal, provincial and
federal grants
To seek partners from the community with shared
interests to help in a variety of ways (monetary or
materials donations)

According to worldpeace.org, “Peace Poles are now
recognized as the most prominent international symbol
and monument to peace. There are estimated over
250,000 peace poles in every country in the world

Our Trinity community is making a change to the hospitality
services we offer for on-site funerals. Moving forward, we
will no longer be preparing food for funerals, but offering to
serve food that is catered. This model is used in many
churches with success, and Mark Jutzi Funeral Home is
equipped to assist families in making these catering
arrangements. Other funeral homes may also offer these
services.
We are grateful to our many Trinity folks who continue to
give their time and talents to assist at funerals.
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From the President: Volunteerism
Lynn Thompson, Congregational President
Sometimes, thinking of a topic for a topic for my Dove article
can be difficult. It might be difficult because I am not a
writer. It might be difficult because my creative juices are not
flowing. This month, it is difficult because there are so many
topics rattling around inside me.
▪

Is it time Trinity contacted our MPP in order to fight for
improved medical and citizenship possibilities for our
migrant workers who come here every year and perform
difficult, physically demanding work so that we will have
fresh vegetables and fruit for our tables?

▪

Is October too early to begin preparations for Advent
and Christmas?

▪

How important is volunteerism?

This month, the third topic wins out, but I welcome guest
articles from any of our members on either of the other two
topics.
VOLUNTEERISM
In ancient times, serfs did the work of the master. The
master held the purse strings and dictated food rations. This
was strong persuasion for the serfs — if they wanted to eat
and feed their families, they did whatever was required of
them. Over the years, that practice has thankfully been
replaced with a more humane approach. At Trinity and
elsewhere, tithing was the tradition – the first portion of all
money earned was owed to the church. The Master still
guided our givings, because the church needed our money in
order to function, grow, and do our Master’s call. Today, the
expectation is less stringent, but still money is needed to
continue the excellent work at Trinity. As you know, our
givings are behind the level we accepted at the annual
meeting. It falls to all of us to examine our givings and
increase them if possible. I have every confidence this will
happen, and we will meet our target. I suspect that if
everyone at Trinity signed up for PAR (pre-authorized
remittance), our deficit would disappear.
Even as we examine that area of financial giving, I am
sometimes overwhelmed with the level of help that is
offered whenever it is needed. This weekend we have two

excellent examples of this attitude. On Saturday, our
property team organized a work day, where about 27 folks
showed up and tackled some of the many jobs on the list. It
was wonderful to see so many members who were able and
willing to do what they could. We need to thank their
families as well. No doubt everyone there had other jobs
waiting for them at home. Thank you, families, for sharing
your loved one’s time with Trinity. Another time, we would
welcome some further help from the 25-50 year old
members, who can do twice the work in half the time! The
next day, Trinity hosted a traditional Thanksgiving dinner for
the migrant famr workers from Jamaica, who come to work
locally every year (some of them have been coming for
almost 30 years). We put out a call for volunteers, and again
Trinity members stepped up. Thank you very much for all the
food and money donations provided. The workers love this
dinner, and it lets them know that they are not alone — they
are appreciated.
On weekends like this, I am doubly proud to say I am a
member of Trinity Church. This is the best place to be. I am
lucky to be here. Thank you, one and all, for your
commitment and dedication to all things Trinity.

An Evening with the Bishop
On November 27th, members of
congregations in the Nith Valley
Ministry Area are invited to join
Bishop Michael Pryse for an
evening of conversation. There
is no formal agenda for our
time together, but simply a
chance for the Bishop to share
highlights of the ministry
happening in the Synod and to
engage congregations in dialogue.
The gathering will be held at Trinity at 7:00 pm.
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Church Council News

Indigenous Learning

Judy Gueguen, Church Council Secretary

There are two upcoming opportunities to hear locally from
the first National Indigenous Anglican Archbishop of the
Anglican Church of Canada (ACC), the Most Rev. Mark
MacDonald.

Council met on Wednesday, October 16th.
Trinity continues to be a very busy place with our space used
by many different groups. Starting mid-November, a karate
class will start using Trinity Hall on Tuesday evenings.
As winter approaches we try to finish a number of outdoor
projects. The Wilmot street property has had the veranda
painted and the garage roof at Peel Street has been
replaced. Indoors, the stairs to Interfaith have been
refinished and look great. The community partners sharing
our building continue to be very appreciative and supportive
of their space. Interfaith has approached us about replacing
the floor in Buehlow Hall. They have generously offered to
cover the material costs. We are truly blessed to have such a
collaborative partner!

Offering Statements
Third quarter offering statements are now available. These
statements reflect givings from January through the end of
September. Please check your statement carefully, and
report any discrepancies to the church office.

Advent/Christmas Choir

▪

Tuesday, November 5th at 7:00 pm at Keffer Chapel,
Martin Luther University College: A 25-year process, the
ACC recently enabled the formation of a self-determining
Indigenous church within the ACC. What does this mean
for the ACC, and for other churches, and Canadian
society?

▪

Sunday, November 3rd at Six Nations, Archbishop
MacDonald will be part of “Treaties Recognition week”.
Featuring traditional teachings, social language, visual
arts; “a community reclamation of Identity”. The event
begins at 2:00 pm and a carload from Trinity will be going.
Contact Lynn Thompson.

On November 10th at adult learning, we will watch the first
part of a three-film series called “First Contact”. The other
two films will be shown here at Trinity that evening. Follow a
group of six people who connect with Indigenous people in
their own homes, some of whom would like to say “get over
it”, others who want to know what is wrong, etc.

Fall Organ Recital

You’re invited to join with Trinity Choir members this
December to sing for the Advent season and Christmas Eve.
We rehearse on Thursday evenings at 7:00 pm. Consider
joining us! Speak to Jamie Courtney or any choir member for
more details.

This fall, we’re glad to welcome Angus Sinclair, who will give
a recital on Trinity’s Gabriel Kney organ on Sunday,
November 17th at 3:00 pm. Refreshments to follow.

Lynn Thompson, president ▪ Tanya Ramer, pastor
Jamie Courtney, parish administrator & minister of music
Helen Toman, visitation pastor ▪ Brian Racho, sexton ▪ Heidi Van Schaik, youth worker
Ron Leonard, honourary assistant pastor ▪ Gywin Murray, emerita director of music
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November 2019
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Trinity Church
New Hamburg
Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1

Daylight Saving Time ends on November 3rd.

Saturday

2
7:30 pm
AA

Don’t forget to set your clocks back one hour before going to bed on Saturday!

3

4

5

6

7

All Saints Sunday
9:30 am Community Worship
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation
10:45 am Faith Adventures, Youth
10:45 am Confirmation
10:45 am Adult Education

6:00 pm
TOPS
6:30 pm
Handbells

9:00 am
TOPS
10:30 am
Bible Study
12:00 pm
Worship
Committee

9:30 am
NVMA
Rostered
Leaders
7:30 pm
AA

9:30 am
Prayer Circle
1:00 pm
Overeaters
Anonymous
7:00 pm
Choir

10

11

12

13

14

22nd Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 am Community Worship
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation
10:45 am Faith Adventures, Youth
10:45 am Adult Education

6:00 pm
TOPS
6:30 pm
Handbells

9:00 am
TOPS
10:30 am
Bible Study
5:00 pm
Karate

7:30 pm
AA

1:00 pm
Overeaters
Anonymous
7:00 pm
Choir

17

18

19

20

21

23rd Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 am Community Worship
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation
10:45 am Faith Adventures, Youth
10:45 am Confirmation
10:45 am Adult Education
1:30 pm Anglican/Lutheran
Worship at Nithview
3:00 pm Organ Recital

6:00 pm
TOPS
6:30 pm
Handbells

9:00 am
TOPS
10:30 am
Bible Study
5:00 pm
Karate
7:00 pm
Gentle Readers

7:00 pm
Church Council
7:30 pm
AA

1:00 pm
Overeaters
Anonymous

24

25

26

27

28

Reign of Christ
9:30 am Community Worship
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation
10:45 am Faith Adventures, Youth
10:45 am Adult Education

6:00 pm
TOPS
6:30 pm
Handbells

9:00 am
TOPS
10:30 am
Bible Study
5:00 pm
Karate

7:00 pm
An Evening with
Bishop Pryse
7:30 pm
AA

1:00 pm
Overeaters
Anonymous
7:00 pm
Choir

8

9
9:00 am
Council
Retreat
7:30 pm
AA

15

16
2:00 pm
Dorothea
Butz 90th
Open House
7:30 pm
AA

22

23
7:30 pm
AA

Dove Deadline
(December)

29

30
7:30 pm
AA

