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Sabbaths and Celebrations 
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Sunday, December 1 
First Sunday of Advent 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures; Youth 
▪ Confirmation Class 
▪ Adult Learning: Wills and Power of Attorney 
   with Randy Thomson 
 
Sunday, December 8 
Second Sunday of Advent 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures; Youth 
▪ Adult Learning: Interesting Lives  with Pastor Helen 
▪ Lessons and Carols at St. George’s at 3:00 pm 
 
Sunday, December 15 
Third Sunday of Advent 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
   with Faith Adventures Christmas Story 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Nithview Anglican/Lutheran Worship at 1:30 pm 
   with Trinity Youth Christmas Caroling 
 
Sunday, December 22 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
   with Bishop Michael Pryse preaching 
▪ Lunch with Bishop Pryse 
 
Tuesday, December 24 
Christmas Eve 
▪ Community Worship at 5:00 pm 
▪ Community Worship at 7:00 pm 

Sunday, December 29 
First Sunday of Christmas 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
   with Lessons and Carols 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
 
Sunday, January 5 
Epiphany of Our Lord (Transferred)  
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 

Sacraments and Seasons 

Our Trinity community marked the death of 

Pamela Behnke with a funeral service on 

November 26th at Jutzi Funeral Home with 

Pastor Helen Toman presiding. Rest 

eternal, grant her, O Lord, and let light 

perpetual shine upon her. 

Trinity will forgo a January issue of Trinity Dove, and will 

return to our publication schedule with a February issue. 

Stay up-to-date with Trinity happenings in our Sunday 

worship guide, and weekly emailer.  Sign up for our weekly 

emailer, sent on Fridays, at www.telc.ca/emailer. 

Winter Publishing Break 



Preparing for Christmas 

The Rev. Tanya Ramer 

November 12th: the Christmas decorations are up in the 

stores. 

November 22nd:  the local radio station plays 24/7 Christmas 

music. 

November 23rd: an evening drive reveals many households 

have Christmas lights and trees already decorated and lit. 

Now, you might think my next statement would be a rant for 

having Christmas show up in November, however, the older I 

get the more I understand the need for some of these 

Christmas traditions to show up earlier than December 1st. 

And the other statement, which is true for me at this time of 

the year, is that I love the season of Advent, and part of me 

doesn’t want to rush toward Christmas too quickly. 

Lights, music, trees, parades — these traditions of Christmas 

bring a lightness to our world. The nights are longer and the 

days shorter, and these small things can help to brighten up 

the darkness that we see around us. For some, this time of 

the year does not feel joyous or happy, and levels of anxiety 

tend to rise as our “to-do” lists just keep growing. But there 

is research available that says decorating early can improve 

our moods, help us feel like a child again, and even improve 

our mental health making us “more friendly” this time of 

year. And these are all important pieces to our engaging in a 

healthy Christmas season. 

And, maybe Advent is another way we prepare ourselves for 

the hustle and bustle of Christmas. Advent is the church’s 

preparation time before Christmas. We spend four weeks 

hearing again the stories of our faith of a mother preparing 

to give birth to a child, a family traveling to be counted in a 

required census, only to find there is no place for them to 

stay and give birth to their child. These are stories of hustle 

and bustle and the stress of anxiety. This is our story we can 

relate to as we wait for this child to be born in our lives, to 

make room in our busy schedules, because we know that this 

baby will change everything.  

And so, to ready ourselves for this life changing event, that 

comes to us every year, we listen carefully to the sacred 

scriptures that help to prepare us and we sing our hymns of 

faith that invite us to be attentive in our watching, patient in 

our waiting, and hopeful in our anticipation. All these things 

help us to get ready to welcome into our hearts, lives and 

witness, the one in whom God was pleased to dwell. 

May this season be a time of mystery and wonder, hope and 

peace to you. Advent blessings and Merry Christmas. 

An Advent prayer for December 

God of every time and every place, as we prepare to 

receive you this Christmas, we ask for your peace 

when we feel anxious, your calm when we are frantic, 

and your joy when we feel sad or weary. We are your 

people who seek your light in our lives and who work 

to share your light with others. O come, Emmanuel; O 

come, God with us; refresh our hearts, restore our 

brokenness, and make us one in You. Amen. 
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Solar Update 

October was a great month for producing solar electricity. In 

fact, 2019 was the best October in the 6 years we’ve been 

producing clean, green solar energy here at Trinity. In spite of 

the belief that this autumn was wet and cold, we beat 

October 2018 by a whopping 24.5%.  That’s a lot of sunshine! 

This year in general has been a better year than last for our 

solar project. We had a dreary solar month of May (the lowest 

May in 6 years). However, August and October were the best 

months in the 6 years since panels were installed, so we are 

doing well overall for the year.    

Year-to-date we are ahead of 2018 YTD by 10%. By the end of 

October we had already beat the full year 2018 by 3.2%, so 

every kilowatt we produce in November and December will 

add to that surplus. 

Our solar project has eliminated 37 tonnes of carbon dioxide 

emissions since October 2013, which is the equivalent of 57 

trees. At the same time, we’ve earned over $35,000 to help 

fund the mission work we support in so many ways in our 

community and the world at large.  

Rick Ritz 
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Pastor Stephen Larson has accepted an appointment from 

Synod Office to serve a short six-month term as Interim 

Pastor at Trillium Lutheran Church in Waterloo. Trillium is an 

amalgamation of the former congregations of St. John’s, St. 

Mark’s, and Reformation Lutheran Churches. Trillium is 

presently in a call process to select a permanent Pastor. 

Pastor Larson’s role there begins on December 25th, 2019. 

Best of luck, Stephen! 

Trillium Lutheran Church 

Church Council Mini Retreat 

Church Council members met the morning of Saturday, 

November 9th for our third mini retreat, to discuss our 

priorities for Trinity Lutheran Church for 2020 and going 

forward. 

Remember this little rhyme? “Here is the Church and here is 

the steeple. Open the doors and see all the people.” BUT, 

WHERE ARE ALL THE PEOPLE? 

Two years ago, at our first council retreat with Pastor Tanya, 

we talked about the changing church culture — the church of 

the 1940s, the 1980s, and the church of today. We explored 

our congregational history and highlighted our assets. 

At last year’s retreat, we discussed Trinity’s legacy; Trinity’s 

physical property can be seen as both an asset or deficit. We 

explored the scenario of what we would do if we had a 

$1,000,000 to spend as a congregation; we highlighted our 

partnerships, such as Interfaith Counselling Centre (ICC), 

Community Care Concepts (CCC), the Nith Valley Ministry 

Area, and the New Hamburg Ministerial Group. Our building 

provides meeting spaces for many user groups such as 

Alcoholics Anonymous (AA), TOPS, Overeaters Anonymous 

etc.  (A karate group has started renting space from us now, 

too.) Out of the $1,000,000 question, we dreamed about a 

wonderful servery/kitchen that could be used by the 

community. 

This year we focused on “serving our neighbour” as our 

priority, and how we can continue this priority through the 

areas of: learning, worship, property, mission, and witness. 

We also highlighted the importance of communication and 

administration in meeting our priorities.  We discussed these 

ministry areas and all that they provide for the community. 

Our retreat objectives:   

▪ Will this discussion/purchase/project, further our 

mission to serve the community? 

▪ We want to give all projects priority, yet as council we 

must set the vision and discern the priorities for each 

year 

▪ How can we as Council support the mission as a whole? 

 

Some information and ideas we focused on: 

▪ we don’t want to miss the visitor in the pew 

▪ reconnection with people who are members, but who 

we have not seen in a while; that they know we are here 

if they need us 

▪ our properties can be leveraged — brick and mortar 

history 

▪ Council’s role is to be mindful and to have vision, so if 

we need to do course corrections, we can 

▪ a church photo directory is a way to connect with 

people; we are due for another one soon; there were 

315 families as of the last Directory, of which one third 

attend worship on a Sunday morning 

▪ 500 people walk through our doors every week! 

▪ another retreat suggestion — about our property, 

dream a bigger dream. 

▪ need for housing in New Hamburg — we have a vacant 

lot which is central property? 

▪ ask our partners “what are your dreams?” 

I think Jerry summed up our morning really well.  “Trinity 

Lutheran Church is more than just the church.  We’re afraid 

to brag, but people don’t realize how many partnerships we 

have.  We are good stewards of our property.  We partner in 

as many ways as we can.  This is a well-loved building.” 

Brenda Grebinski, Church Council Member 



Financial Update 

Year-to-date figures updated through October 31st, 2019 

Capital Fund carry-over from 2018, not included above, is $23,371 

Jackie Currah, congregational council 

2019 General Fund 

 Actual YTD Budget YTD Variance 

Income 234,761 229,562 5,199 

Expenses 241,863 243,355 (1,492) 

Balance ($7,102) ($13,793) $6,691 

 2019 Capital Fund 

 Actual YTD Budget YTD Variance 

Income 17,530 12,500 5,030 

Expenses 28,749 12,500 16,249 

Balance ($11,219) $0 ($11,219) 
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Offering Envelopes 

Offering envelopes for 2020 are now available at Trinity. 

Please be sure to pick up your boxed set and those for 

friends and neighbours. Please do not start using these 

envelopes until 2020. If you have unused 2019 envelopes at 

home, simply recycle them in the blue box.  

Remember that those folks on PAR do not receive boxed 

offering envelopes. 

Youth News 

CLAY 2020 

The Canadian Lutheran Anglican Youth Gathering (CLAY) will 

be held in Calgary, Alberta from August 20th to 23th, 2020. 

These National gatherings are held every second year and 

bring Lutheran and Anglican Youth from across Canada 

together for a weekend filled with worship, faith exploration, 

friendship building and a lifetime of memories. Youth born 

between 2001 to 2007 are eligible to attend. An information 

and planning meeting for parents and youth was held in 

November. If you are interested in attending, but missed the 

meeting, please email Heidi at hvanschaik@rogers.com. For 

more information, check out the CLAY website at  

claygathering.ca  

Christmas Carols at Nithview 

All youth in grades 5 and up are invited to join us on Sunday 

December 15th for an afternoon Christmas carol service at 

Nithview. We will stay at church following the Christmas 

Pageant, and head to Nithview following lunch. Please let 

Heidi know if you are able to attend, so we can plan for lunch 

and transportation. 

Third Age Learning 

The faculty and emeritus faculty of Martin Luther University 

College are presenting an 8-part series called Shifting 

Paradigms: Martin Luther’s Enduring Global Impact. This 

series is part of the “Third Age Learning” endeavor, and is on 

Thursdays at 1:30 starting on January 9th, hosted at RIM Park 

in Waterloo. For full details, see the poster in the narthex at 

Trinity. 

Heidi Van Schaik, Youth Worker 

We gather on Christmas Eve, Tuesday, December 24th, for 

two services. At 5:00 pm, we have a reflective family service 

with carols and communion. At 7:00 pm, we have a 

traditional candle lighting service of carols and communion 

with festive music led by choir, bells, and organ. Please join 

us for either service as we celebrate Christ’s incarnation. 

Invite your friends and family, too! 

Christmas Eve Worship 
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A sincere thank you to everyone who most generously 

participated in October’s Thanksgiving dinner for our 

Jamaican guest workers. Everyone who donated food and 

helped was much appreciated by the many guest workers 

who attended. 

Gentle Readers 

The December selection for Trinity’s 

Gentle Readers Book Club is The Tea 

Girl of Hummingbird Lane by Lisa See. 

The group meets again on December 

17th at 7:00 pm in the Martin Luther 

Room at Trinity. All are welcome! 

Simply come to the meeting having read 

Blood Donor Clinic 

The annual Trinity blood donor clinic will held at Steinmann 

Mennonite Church on Monday, December 16th from 5:00 pm 

to 8:00 pm. To book an appointment, call 1-888-2-DONATE 

(1-888-236-6283), or book online at www.blood.ca. Walk-ins 

are also welcome. 

Thank you to Ken Seltzer for organizing this important effort 

in our wider community! 

Guest Workers’ Thanksgiving 

Holden Evening Prayer 

On the Thursdays in Advent, December 5th, 12th, and 19th, we 

will have a simple soup supper at 5:30 pm, followed by 

Holden Evening Prayer at 6:30 pm. Please consider signing up 

to bring soup or bread. You’d be most welcome for the meal, 

worship, or both. 

Annual Meeting 

The Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, February 9th, 

following worship. Here, we will review our mission and 

ministry over the last 12 months, and look to the year 

ahead. 

Content to be included with the Annual Report should be 

submitted by Friday, January 10th to the church office. 

Annual Reports will be made available for review two weeks 

prior to the Annual Meeting. 

On Monday December 9th at 9:00 am, volunteers are invited 

to prepare Christmas Cheer Cookie Tins for distribution 

within our community.  This year we need to fill and deliver 

more than 50 tins of cookies. 

If you are able to donate cookies (homemade or store 

bought), they may be dropped off at the church on Sunday 

December 8th.  Medium sized cookie tins are also needed.  

They can be left in the kitchen by December 8th. 

If you are able to help with the preparation or delivery of the 

cookies, please contact the church office or Pat Schmetzer at 

519-576-0537. 

Thank you for bringing some cheer to folks in our community 

during the Advent and Christmas season! 

Christmas Cheer Cookies 

In Advent, we invite all folks to participate in preparing a 

Living and Learning Kit for Canadian Lutheran World Relief, 

part of the We Care Program. We Care Bags and shopping 

lists are available at Trinity now, and can be returned before 

Christmas. 

We Care Bags 



 Lynn Thompson, president ▪ Tanya Ramer, pastor 
Jamie Courtney, parish administrator & minister of music  

Helen Toman, visitation pastor ▪  Brian Racho, sexton  ▪  Heidi Van Schaik, youth worker 
Ron Leonard, honourary assistant pastor ▪ Gywin Murray, emerita director of music 
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Creeds and Advent 

A church creed is, quite simply, a statement of faith. A creed 

can be long or short, but its function is to help people of faith 

describe how they understand their relationship with the 

Triune God. Some of the earliest creedal statements can be 

found in scripture. Deuteronomy 6:4, “Hear, O Israel: the 

Lord is our God, the Lord alone.” Or, Mathew 16:15-16, “He 

said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ Simon Peter 

answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.’” 

The creeds that the Lutheran Church has come to formally 

accept and use in worship were formulated in the 2nd and 3rd 

centuries, when there was great dissension among people 

about who God was, and how God chose to reveal God’s self 

to humanity through Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit. To deal 

with the many interpretations and teachings of faith during 

turbulent times, the ecumenical churches believed it was 

time to firmly articulate what it was the Christian Church 

believed to be true about God. The Apostles’, Nicene, and 

Athanasian Creeds were written to address the issues of 

their day. 

Our church creeds are amazing documents. When we think 

that the Nicene Creed and the Apostles’ Creed were written 

more than 1,500 years ago, (see pages 104 and 105 in our 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship service book), it is amazing 

how well they have withstood the test of time. That said, 

there are also people who struggle with the outdated 

language of those same creeds, seeking to find new ways to 

express their faith through these important statements.  

Ecumenical church partners have begun to explore and 

create alternative creeds for use in congregations, and they 

have done so thoughtfully and with much reflection. As a 

community of faith, we can use these statements of faith to 

support and nurture our relationship with God. All creeds, 

Pastor Tanya Ramer 

Church Council News 

Council met on Wednesday November 20th, 2019. 

We have received great news that our ELFEC grant has been 

approved and Trinity will be receiving $2,000 toward new 

lighting in 2020.   

Council has also made the decision to move forward with 

improvements to more of our stained glass windows. In 

2020, Trillium Glass will be contracted to upgrade the three 

worship space windows in the courtyard and two additional 

windows in the steeple tower. 

Environmental stewardship is important at Trinity and 

therefore Council felt it was important to be more attentive 

to this call and will look for ways to reduce Trinity’s impact 

on our planet. All small changes make an impact. 

During 2019, Bethany Lutheran Church in Woodstock 

sponsored an additional refugee family of five. They have 

approached Trinity asking if we might consider providing 

help financially. Council felt that this was important and will 

commit to pledge $5,000 in 2020 to their sponsorship. 

Judy Gueguen, Church Council Secretary 

whether created 1500 years ago or within the last few 

decades, seek to help people of God articulate their faith. 

In worship this season of Advent, we will be using a creed 

created by the Iona Community. The Iona Community is a 

Christian ecumenical community in the United Kingdom that 

works for peace and social justice, the rebuilding of 

community, and renewal of worship. 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
First Sunday of Advent 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures, Youth 
10:45 am Confirmation 
10:45 am Adult Education 
6:00 pm New Hamburg Parade 

2 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 
 
 
 

3 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
5:00 pm 
Karate 
 

4 
7:30 pm 
AA 

5 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
5:30 pm 
Soup Supper 
6:30 pm 
Evening Prayer 
7:00 pm 
Choir 

6 
 

7 
7:30 pm 
AA 

8 
Second Sunday of Advent 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures, Youth 
10:45 am Adult Education 
3:00 pm Lessons and Carols  
  at St. George’s Anglican 

9 
9:00 am 
Christmas 
Cheer Cookies 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 
 
 
 

10 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
5:00 pm 
Karate 

11 
7:30 pm 
AA 
 

12 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
5:30 pm 
Soup Supper 
6:30 pm 
Evening Prayer 
7:00 pm 
Choir 

13 
 
 
 
 

14 
8:00 am 
Optimist/CCC 
Christmas 
Breakfast 
7:30 pm 
AA 
 

15 
Third Sunday of Advent 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
1:30 pm Anglican/Lutheran  
 Worship at Nithview 

16 
5:00 pm 
Trinity Blood 
Donor Clinic at 
Steinmann 
Mennonite 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 

17 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
5:00 pm 
Karate 
7:00 pm 
Gentle Readers 

18 
7:00 pm 
Church Council 
7:30 pm 
AA 
 
 

19 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
5:30 pm 
Soup Supper 
6:30 pm 
Evening Prayer 
7:00 pm 
Choir 
 

20 
 

21 
7:30 pm 
AA 

22 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
 

23 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 

24 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
5:00 pm 
Christmas Eve 
Worship I 
7:00 pm 
Christmas Eve 
Worship II 

25 
Christmas Day 
 
No Worship 
Service 

26 
Boxing Day 

27 
 

28 
7:30 pm 
AA 

29 
First Sunday of Christmas 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 

30 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
 

31 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
 

 

December 2019 Trinity Church 
New Hamburg 

 

Saturday, December 14, 8:00 to 11:00 am 
Trinity Lutheran Church in Trinity Hall 

 

Tickets Available at the Door 
Adults  $8.00, Children 10 and under $5.00 

Family maximum $18.00 

Community Care Concepts’ Annual 

Christmas Benefit Breakfast 


