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Sunday, February 2 
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures; Youth 
▪ Confirmation Class 
▪ Adult Learning: Wills and Power of Attorney 
   with Randy Thomson 
 
Sunday, February 9 
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures; Youth 
▪ Annual Meeting 
 
Sunday, February 16 
Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ No Education Programming (Long Weekend) 
▪ Anglican/Lutheran Worship at Nithview 
▪ Installation Service for Rev. Leanne Darlington  
   in Philipsburg 
 
Sunday, February 23 
Transfiguration of Our Lord 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures; Youth 
▪ Confirmation Class 
▪ Adult Learning: Interesting Lives 
   with Jamie Courtney 
 
Wednesday, February 26 
Ash Wednesday 
▪ Community Worship at 7:00 pm 

Sunday, March 1 
First Sunday in Lent 
▪ Community Worship at 9:30 am 
▪ Coffee, Juice, and Conversation 
▪ Faith Adventures; Youth 
▪ Confirmation Class 
▪ Adult Learning: Culture Cards 
   with TRC Task Team 
 
 

Our Lenten Journey at Trinity 

begins with Ash Wednesday 

worship on Wednesday, February 

26th at 7:00 pm. Join us for 

imposition of ashes and Holy 

Communion. 

Trinity will offer mid-week Evening 

Prayer on Thursday evenings 

during Lent, starting on March 5th. 

The service will be preceded by a simple soup supper at 5:30 

pm. For those that care to contribute, watch for a sign-up 

sheet to appear soon for soup and bread. 

Ecumenical Lent services are expected to continue this year, 

once again rotating between New Hamburg churches on 

Wednesdays at lunchtime. A poster will appear soon in the 

narthex with the list of host congregations. Watch for Trinity 

to take a turn hosting again this year, too. 

Trinity’s Lenten Journey 



Together in Mission 

The Rev. Tanya Ramer 

“Together in Mission” is a series of correspondence from the 

Eastern Synod office, that tell a story of what we can do 

together as a Synod, and how we can support each other in 

order to thrive in our ministries, innovative new beginnings, 

and faithful service. The following information highlights the 

areas of support to the ELCIC, Canadian Mission, and Support 

for Congregations within our Synod. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada ($398,700) 

▪ A minimum of 25% of benevolence offerings is 

forwarded to the National Church. 

▪ The National Church uses this funding for its ministries, 

including: 

 Global mission (accompaniment and financial 

assistance to Lutheran churches in Jordan and the 

Holy Land, Peru, and Argentina). 

 Compassionate justice (poverty and homelessness, 

affordable housing, responsible resource extraction, 

stewardship of the earth, racism, and working 

towards reconciliation with Indigenous peoples). 

 Maintaining relationships with Lutheran, ecumenical 

and inter-faith partners (Canadian Lutheran World 

Relief, Lutheran World Federation, the Canadian 

Council of Churches, and the World Council of 

Churches). 

 Setting standards relating to rostered leaders. 

 The national youth gathering (CLAY). 

 Providing resources to congregations.  

Canadian Missions ($350,000) 

▪ In 2018 the Eastern Synod Mission Committee provided 

more than $325,000 in grants to 39 congregations and 

Ministry Areas to support initiatives that are about 

increasing the vitality of our church, strengthening 

discipleship in Jesus Christ and engaging those outside 

our walls. 

▪ Potential recipients can apply for grants in three 

categories: 

 Compassionate Justice Initiatives (addressing 

hunger and poverty related issues in the wider 

community, through CLWR Funds) 

 Mission Partnership Support: Short Term and Long 

Term support that comes via synodical and national 

gifts and endowments. The grants support 

applications that: 

a) are exploratory and experimental in nature; 

b) seek to address a challenge being faced in a 

particular context in relation to the Church’s 

mission 

c) seek to develop relationships with others in 

local communities and neighbourhoods; 

d) encourage participation in God’s mission in 

local communities and neighbourhoods. 

Support for Congregations ($638,300) 

The Synod provides assistance to congregations who desire 

to extend their mission and sustainability through property 

redevelopment. This includes support and resources to guide 

them through a strategic process that focuses on renewed 

ministry into the future. This process also includes support 

for congregations to help discern their future mission as well 

as support to form new partnerships which may include 

leveraging real estate assets. The goals are to implement a 

renewed ministry that includes increased outreach to the 

community and a financially sustainable and viable 

congregation. 

The synod office supports congregations by providing 

leadership training and workshops, assisting in pastoral call 

processes and working with congregations during times of 

crises. 

Thank you for your support! 
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Serving on Church Council 

The bustle of Christmas is over, the lights and tree are 

packed away for another year.  Often, these are the times 

when gloom can set in. We have managed to remain focused 

through Advent and the arrival of Christmas. Now, as things 

settle down, we sometimes find life too quiet, the phone too 

silent. Experts suggest one way to deal with this post-

Christmas gloom is to find new avenues, new targets to 

occupy our time. Have I got a great solution for you! 

At this time of year, your hard-working Council executive is 

searching, too. We are searching for two members who are 

willing to take the leap and give Council a try. Being on 

Council is filled with rewards. Your current Council is in many 

ways a  homogeneous group. We enjoy our time together. 

We eagerly step up to help solve problems, to shape Trinity’s 

future, to try to improve church life for every member of 

Trinity. We cannot guarantee you a large income, or a diet 

that will help you shed those Christmas pounds. We can, 

however, guarantee you the support of every member on 

Council, lots of opportunities to share a laugh, and the 

privilege of working with amazing Trinity staff and members 

at large. Sometimes, it is difficult to put yourself forward, but 

we encourage you, we urge you to do just that. If you feel 

you have a few hours each month, we need you. Last year at 

the annual meeting, you might recall that one member did 

step up and volunteer to give Council a try. Everyone was 

excited and grateful when this happened. This year, I would 

love to have someone contact any member of Council ahead 

of time, offering to take a turn on Council. I invite YOU to be 

that person. Come on — make my day!  

To give you an idea of the range of opportunities on Council, 

here are a few of the options: 

▪ Congregational Life - This portfolio is what we might call 

the welcoming committee. It includes planning meals for 

all of those times when we at Trinity love to eat. The 

chair of Congregational Life is responsible for finding 

folks to plan, organize and clean up after meals. Notice 

that the chair is not responsible for doing all of this, but 

rather for seeing that it is done. If you like to eat, maybe 

this is an area where you would be happy. 

▪ Finance and Stewardship – These are the folks charged 

with keeping an eye on our money, and working 

alongside the treasurer to set and maintain budgets. If 

you like money, this might appeal to you. 

▪ Nurturing Faith – Overseeing the planning of weekly 

education sessions with adults, Faith Adventures, and 

youth is a rewarding portfolio for someone who likes to 

be where the action is. 

▪ Mutual Ministry – Our staff rely on this group when they 

have questions or needs. One member of this 

committee sits on Council and reports to us as needed. 

▪ Property – All of the necessary repairs, replacements 

and improvements to our buildings fall to Property. 

Again, the goal of the property portfolio is to have 

someone arrange workers to address situations as they 

arrive. 

▪ Witness and Service – We Care Bags, Christmas cookies 

for shut-ins, oneROOF, and so on – the outreach that 

Trinity does so well, falls into this portfolio. If caring for 

others is your style, then this portfolio will be of interest. 

▪ Worship – This portfolio deals with everything related to 

our weekly services. If you have ideas for something you 

would like Trinity to try in worship, join us, and see your 

ideas brought to life. 

▪ Secretary – The secretary is responsible for keeping 

accurate notes at all meetings, and reporting monthly to 

the congregation through the Dove. The secretary needs 

to be organized. Are you? 

▪ President – When all of the above portfolios are running 

smoothly, the president sits back and marvels at the 

amazing Council we have. 

I have of course simplified the responsibilities of each 

portfolio. My goal is simply to tempt you to dig deep, 

examine your time commitments, and maybe follow up on 

one of these areas that might be of interest to you. I would 

love to sit down with you to discuss things further. 

Lynn Thompson, President 

continued on page 5... 



Financial Update 

Year-to-date figures updated through December 31st, 2019 

Capital Fund carry-over from 2018, not included above, is $23,371 

Jackie Currah, congregational council 

2019 General Fund 

 Actual YTD Budget YTD Variance 

Income 311,659 293,525 18,134 

Expenses 290,310 293,525 (3,215) 

Balance $21,349 $0 $21,349 

 2019 Capital Fund 

 Actual YTD Budget YTD Variance 

Income 20,706 15,000 5,706 

Expenses 29,746 15,000 14,746 

Balance ($9,040) $0 ($9,040) 

February 2020 | page 5 

Confirmation Camp 2020 

Application forms are available for those who might wish to 

be a camp counsellor at this year’s Confirmation Camp, held 

August 30th to September 4th at Camp Kintail. Forms are in 

the Martin Luther Room and are due back by February 9th.  

Confirmation camper forms are also available. Confirmation 

youth will receive them in class on January 26th. Forms for 

senior youth are available in the Martin Luther Room. These 

forms are due back March 1st. 

In November 2019, council approved a motion that Trinity 

will work to be more attentive to our call to be good 

environmental stewards by looking for ways to reduce 

Trinity’s impact on our planet. The Worship and Music 

Committee reflected on our ministry and its environmental 

impact on creation and presented Council with a motion in 

January to move from recyclable plastic communion cups to 

glass communion cups. 

Rationale: while our present cups are recyclable, they are 

still a single-use plastic that leaves a large environmental 

footprint. While this change to glass does not impact our 

current practice in worship, we realize the impact and extra 

work it creates for our altar guild in washing glass cups. As 

such, the Worship Committee has spent time exploring best 

practices for efficient clean-up and invites all altar guild 

members to meet on Sunday morning, March 1st, following 

worship, for a tutorial. 

Changes to Communion Serving … continued 

Alternately, feel free to contact any Council member for a 

more in-depth discussion. Then – take the plunge. I 

guarantee you will find it as rewarding as do those of us 

currently serving. Representing your church on Council is a 

privilege. Try it.  

In the Fall of 2019, Council received a letter from the 

congregation of Bethany Lutheran Church in Woodstock 

updating them on the wonderful news of a second refugee 

sponsorship. You might recall that Trinity assisted Bethany in 

their first sponsorship, shortly after Trinity welcomed the 

Reh family. The family that originally arrived in Woodstock 

partnered with the congregation to bring some of their 

extended family to Woodstock. On October 5th, the  

extended family members were reunited in Woodstock!  

Bethany continues to work with Canadian Lutheran World 

Relief in their partnership, but reached out to faith 

communities to see if there was a possibility of financial 

support to help with the resettling. Trinity responded to the 

call, with council committing $5000 to continue in the 

resettling. Council also wanted the congregation to be 

invited to contribute to this ministry, with any donations that 

would be above and beyond the $5000 commitment. Please 

consider a special donation in your Sunday morning 

offerings. Please designate “Bethany Refugee Sponsorship” 

on your envelope.  

Woodstock Refugee Support 
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Vacation Bible School 

The Bridges VBS is an area-wide Vacation 

Bible School that has been hosted at KW 

congregations for several years. 

This year, VBS runs from July 6th to 10th at 

Martin Luther University College in 

Waterloo, and the theme is Knights of 

North Castle. This is a full-day program 

from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. Youth in grades 

6 and up are welcome to join in the fun as helpers and 

volunteers. 

Registration opens soon! More information is available at 

bridgesvbs.weebly.com or by emailing Heidi Van Schaik at 

bridgesvbs@gmail.com.  

2019 Tax Receipts 

Tax receipts are now available for 2019. These receipts also 

serve as your fourth quarter offering statement. Check to 

make sure your document accurately reflects your financial 

contributions, and report any discrepancies to the church 

office. 

For those that receive a print copy of the Dove, your receipt 

should have arrived with this issue. Otherwise the receipts 

are in your neighbourhood mailbox at Trinity. 

Thank you for your financial support of Trinity’s ministry in 

2019. 

A New Year’s Resolution Annual Meeting 

Sunday, February 9th is Trinity’s Annual Meeting following 

worship. Annual Reports are now available in the narthex at 

Trinity. To reduce our environmental footprint, please take 

one set of reports per family. Please remember to bring 

your reports back for the meeting on the 9th. 

Trinity’s Worship and Music Committee has made a new 

year’s resolution to stop passing clipboards during worship. 

While the clipboards serve a purpose in signing up folks for 

various Trinity activities, they’re awkward with visitors, 

disruptive to worshippers, and often don’t make it all the 

way around the assembly anyway.  

Please continue to find clipboards in the narthex. Consider 

taking a moment on the way in or out of worship each 

Sunday to review any signups requests that are underway, 

and add your name as needed.  

Wilmot Heritage Day 

The Heritage Wilmot Advisory 

Committee will present its 

annual Heritage Day event on 

Saturday, February 22nd at the 

New Dundee Community 

Centre from 10:00 am to 3:00 

pm. This year’s event is under 

the theme Places of Worship. 

We’re grateful to Al and 

Tammy Junker who will take 

the lead in preparing a Trinity display for the Heritage Day 

event. We’re in need to a few volunteers to take hosting 

duties at our display throughout the day. If you could help in 

this role, please speak to Pastor Tanya.  

PhD Update 

It has been a while since I have shared an update with the 

congregation on my PhD studies. On January 17th, I 

successfully defended my PhD thesis proposal. That means 

my designation changes from PhD student to PhD 

candidate. All of my course requirements have been met, 

and now I move into pursuing my research question. 

Through interviewing colleagues, I will explore shifts in 

leadership styles among Lutheran clergy in the midst of a 

changing church. Following the interviews, I will analyse the 

data and then begin writing the final thesis, and preparing 

for one final defence. I have no time line for the completion 

of the next stages, but will try and keep you updated as the 

process continues. 

The Rev. Tanya Ramer 



 Lynn Thompson, president ▪ Tanya Ramer, pastor 
Jamie Courtney, parish administrator & minister of music  

Helen Toman, visitation pastor ▪  Brian Racho, sexton  ▪  Heidi Van Schaik, youth worker 
Ron Leonard, honourary assistant pastor ▪ Gywin Murray, emerita director of music 
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Gentle Readers 

The February selection for Trinity’s 

Gentle Readers Book Club is The 

Space Between Us by Thrity 

Umrigar. The group meets again on 

February 18th at 7:00 pm in the 

Martin Luther Room at Trinity. All 

are welcome! Simply come to the 

meeting having read the selection 

in advance. 

Church Council News 

Council met on Wednesday January 15th, 2020. 

In the fall of last year, council was presented with 

information regarding congregational offering envelopes. For 

the 2019 year, Trinity ordered 315 boxes of envelopes, and 

by November we tracked that 

fewer than 100 of the boxes 

were being used. In an effort to 

be good stewardships of both 

finances and creation, council 

has decided that for the 2021 

year, we will decrease the 

number of offering envelopes we 

purchase. We will always have 

extras on hand for new 

members. 

Per their lease agreement, Council has agreed to allow 

Interfaith Counselling Centre to sublease some of their 

space. The subleased space will allow Interfaith to offer 

additional programs and services to our community. 

Council approved a policy for cancelling worship in the 

winter months, when weather is an issue for commuting to 

church. The policy states that the Pastor, in consultation with 

2 members of the council executive, will make a decision 

regarding canceling worship by 7:30 am on Sunday morning. 

News of the cancellation will be shared on Trinity’s website, 

updated phone message, Twitter and Facebook accounts, via 

a special emailer, and on the 570 News website. Look for 

these announcements to be posted by 8:00 am. If you 

require a phone call, because you do not have access to 

online resources, please contact the office and we will put 

your name on a phone call list, and a council member will call 

you with such cancellation notices when they occur. 

Judy Gueguen, Church Council Secretary 
Our annual potluck banquet will be held in Trinity Hall on 

Monday February 3rd at 6:30 pm. All of the women of Trinity 

are invited to attend this potluck.  You do not need to be a 

Secret Sister. Please join the parish women for a night of 

good food, fun and fellowship. As we did last year, we will be 

inviting participants at our banquet to contribute to a 

selected charity. 

For “Secret Sisters”: at last year’s banquet, women drew 

names for their 2019 Secret Sister.  Throughout the year, 

sisters have sent greeting cards and notes of encouragement 

and support to their “Secret Sister”. They try to keep their 

identity a secret. At our banquet, the women bring a signed 

card for their sister to reveal their identity and then new 

sisters are drawn for the coming year. If you’re not already a 

Secret Sister, you are welcome to join and draw a name at 

this year’s banquet. 

Please let us know if you plan to attend so we can set a place 

for you. Call or email Pat Schmetzer at 519-576-0537 or 

pat.schmetzer@sympatico.ca. 

Secret Sisters Potluck 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
7:30 pm 
AA 

 
 

2 
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures, Youth 
10:45 am Confirmation 
10:45 am Adult Education 
 

3 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
6:30 pm 
Secret Sisters/
Women of 
Trinity Potluck 
 
 
 

4 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
5:00 pm 
Karate 

5 
10:00 am 
NVMA Rostered 
Leaders in 
Philipsburg 
7:30 pm 
AA 
 

6 
9:30 am 
Prayer Circle 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 pm 
Choir 

7 
 
 
 
 

8 
7:30 pm 
AA 
 

9 
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures, Youth 
10:45 am Annual Meeting 
 

10 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 

11 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
5:00 pm 
Karate 

12 
7:30 pm 
AA 
 
 

13 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 pm 
Choir 

14 
 

15 
7:30 pm 
AA 

16 
Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
1:30 pm Nithview Worship 
3:00 pm Installation Service for 
 Leanne Darlington in 
 Philipsburg 
No Education Programming  
(Long Weekend) 

17 
Family Day 
Church Office 
Closed 

18 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
5:00 pm 
Karate 
7:00 pm 
Gentle Readers 

19 
7:00 pm 
Church Council 
7:30 pm 
AA 

20 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 pm 
Choir 

21 
 

22 
11:00 am 
Karate 
7:30 pm 
AA 

23 
Transfiguration of Our Lord 
9:30 am Community Worship 
10:30 am Coffee, Juice, Conversation 
10:45 am Faith Adventures, Youth 
10:45 am Confirmation 
10:45 am Adult Education 

24 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 

25 
9:00 am 
TOPS 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
5:00 pm 
Karate 
 

26 
10:30 am 
Ash Wednesday 
at Nithview 
7:00 pm 
Ash Wednesday 
at Trinity 
7:30 pm 
AA 

27 
1:00 pm 
Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:00 pm 
Choir 

28 
 

29 
7:30 pm 
AA 

February 2020 Trinity Church 
New Hamburg 

 

Annual Meeting 
 

Trinity’s Annual Meeting will be held on 
Sunday, February 9th after worship. 
Please plan to join us as we reflect on the 
past year’s ministry, and look to the year 
ahead.  

Secret Sisters Banquet 
 

Our annual banquet will be held in 
Trinity Hall on Monday, February 3rd 

at 6:30 pm. All of the women of 
Trinity are invited to attend this 
potluck.  


