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Palm/Passion Sunday 
April 5, 2020 

 

 

Gathering 
 
PRELUDE   
 
GREETING      
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 

 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The presiding minister shares announcements from the Trinity community. 

 
 
ACCLAMATION 
The presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
 
PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL 
The assisting minister reads the processional gospel. 

 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount 
of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of 
you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them 
and bring them to me. 3If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord 
needs them.’ And he will send them immediately.” 4This took place to fulfill what 
had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 
 5“Tell the daughter of Zion, 
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 Look, your king is coming to you, 
  humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
   and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7they brought the donkey 
and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8A very large 
crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees 
and spread them on the road. 9The crowds that went ahead of him and that 
followed were shouting,  
 “Hosanna to the Son of David! 
  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
 Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
10When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is 
this?” 11The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in 
Galilee.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 
BLESSING 
The presiding minister continues. 

 
We praise you, O God, 
for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Today he entered the holy city in triumph 
and was proclaimed messiah and king 
by those who spread garments and branches along his way. 
Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, 
so that, joined to his death and resurrection, 
we enter into life with you; 
through the same Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3 
 

SONG   All Glory, Laud, and Honor 
The assembly sings. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 

 
Holy God, you reveal the truth about your people and the ways of our world in 
the suffering of the Son and his steadfast love. Show us again the image of 
humility you desire for us, and teach us obedience, so that self-emptying may be 
our pathway, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Word 
 
THE PASSION OF OUR LORD ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 
The passion narrative is presented by congregational readers. 
 
 
SERMON    
The presiding minister delivers the sermon.  
 
Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  O Sacred Head, Now Wounded 
The assembly sings. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
The assisting minister leads the prayers. 

Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, 
the world, and all who are in need. 
 
A brief silence.  
 

God of mercy, awaken your church to new proclamations of your faithfulness. By 
your Spirit, give us bold and joyful words to speak, that we sustain the weary with 
the message of your redemption. With the worldwide ecumenical community, 
today we pray for the churches of Bulgaria, Hungary, and Romania. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
God of mercy, quiet the earth where it trembles and shakes. Protect vulnerable 
ecosystems, threatened habitats, and endangered species. Prosper the work of 
scientists, engineers, and researchers who find ways to restore creation to health 
and wholeness. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
God of mercy, drive away fear and anger that cause us to turn against one 
another. Give courage to leaders who seek liberation for the oppressed. Frustrate 
the efforts of those who might seek unchecked power in uncertain times.   
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
  
God of mercy, send your saving help to all who suffer abuse, insult, 
discrimination, or contempt. Heal the wounded. Comfort the dying. Bring peace 
to those suffering chronic or terminal illness. Tend to all who cry out for relief. We 
pray especially for Paul, Kim, Ron, Ken and Kaye, Janelle, Karen, Paul, John, 
Dugan, Bill, Lisa, and Todd, and those we name in the silence of our hearts.  
[a pause]  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
God of mercy, we pray for all who will prepare and lead worship in new ways in 
this Holy Week. In all things, show us the ways that you call us to die to self, to 
live for you, and to give of ourselves for the sake of others. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
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God of mercy, when we breathe our last, you raise us to eternal life. With all your 
witnesses in heaven and on earth, let us boldly confess the name of Jesus Christ, 
our resurrection and our hope.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we 
commend them to you; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
PEACE 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always.   
And also with you. 
 
 

Meal 
 
 
DIALOGUE 
The presiding minister greets the assembly. 

 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
The presiding minister continues. 

 
Holy God 
we lift our hearts to you with thanks and praise: 
you opened the gates of righteousness  
to welcome the outcast and despised; 
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you established your kingdom  
on the stone the builders rejected;  
you entered the city in triumph  
on the back of a humble donkey; 
you came in glory to reign 
enthroned on the praises of the poor.  
 
Therefore we cry to you:  
Blessed is the one who comes in your name. 
 
On the night before Jesus death, he took a loaf of bread,  
and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to the disciples, 
and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.”  
 
Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks 
he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you;  
for this is my blood of the covenant,  
which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
 
Holy God, 
we give you thanks for Jesus Christ, our Savior: 
betrayed by a friend 
he remained faithful to the last; 
denied by a disciple 
he claimed us as his beloved; 
condemned without cause 
he forgave without condition; 
stripped of all dignity 
he clothed us with compassion; 
mocked by the crowds 
he spoke only truth and grace; 
broken on the cross 
he died to make us whole; 
buried in the tomb 
he would rise to give us endless life. 
 
Therefore we cry to you:  
Blessed is the one who comes in your name. 
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
pour out your Spirit upon us, and on these gifts: 
that, in the sharing of this bread and cup, 
we might be nourished and made one 
in the body and blood of Christ our Savior.  
 
Give us the same mind as Christ Jesus: 
who emptied himself 
that we might have fullness of life; 
who humbled himself 
and so became highly exalted; 
who gave up his own birthright 
to receive the name above every name; 
who suffered and died in shame 
to put an end to sin and death forever. 
 
O give thanks to the Lord, who is good; 
whose steadfast love endures forever! 

 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
The presiding minister introduces the Lord’s Prayer. 

 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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COMMUNION 
 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister leads the prayer after communion. 

 
Let us pray. 
 
We thank you, living God, 
for this holy meal, 
which sustains us in the wilderness and the garden alike. 
As Christ has loved us in this feast, 
so send us to love Christ in our neighbors. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. 

Amen. 

 

 
BLESSING 
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

 
Now is the acceptable time. 
Now is the day of salvation. 
Holy God, 
speaking, spoken, and inspiring, 

☩ bless you, unbind you, 
and send you in love and in peace. 
Amen. 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
The assisting minister sends the assembly into mission. 

Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
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