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Easter Sunday 
April 12, 2020 

 

 

Gathering 
 
PRELUDE   
 
GREETING      
The presiding minister and those gathered greet each other. 

 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The presiding minister shares announcements from the Trinity community. 
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GATHERING SONG  Jesus Christ is Risen Today 
Those gathered are invited to sing. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 

 
God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is alive and has 
become the Lord of life. Increase in our minds and hearts the risen life we share 
with Christ, and help us to grow as your people toward the fullness of eternal life 
with you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Word 
 
READING: Acts 10:34-43 
The assisting minister reads the lesson. 
 

A reading from Acts. 
 
34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no 
partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 
acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, 
preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread 
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 
38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how 
he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for 
God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in 
Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him 
on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who 
were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose 
from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he 
is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets 
testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins 
through his name.” 
 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 118:1-2, 14-24 
The assisting minister leads the psalm. 
 

 Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good; 
  God’s mercy endures forever. 
 Let Israel now declare, 
  “God’s mercy endures forever.” 
 The LORD is my strength and my song, 
  and has become my salvation. 
 Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: 
  “The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly! 
 The right hand of the LORD is exalted! 
  The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!” 
 I shall not die, but live, 
  and declare the works of the LORD. 
 The LORD indeed punished me sorely, 
  but did not hand me over to death. 
 Open for me the gates of righteousness; 
  I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD. 
 “This is the gate of the LORD; 
  here the righteous may enter.” 
 I give thanks to you, for you have answered me 
  and you have become my salvation. 
 The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the chief cornerstone. 
 By the LORD has this been done; 
  it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 This is the day that the LORD has made; 
  let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
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GOSPEL:  Matthew 28:1-10 
The presiding minister reads the gospel. 
 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene 
and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2And suddenly there was a great 
earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled 
back the stone and sat on it. 3His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing 
white as snow. 4For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. 5But 
the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for 
Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, 
see the place where he lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been 
raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you 
will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 8So they left the tomb quickly with fear 
and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9Suddenly Jesus met them and said, 
“Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. 
10Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to 
Galilee; there they will see me.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 
 
SERMON    
The presiding minister delivers the sermon.  
 
Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  Thine is the Glory 
Those gathered are invited to sing. 
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NICENE CREED 
The presiding minister introduces the Creed. 
 

We confess our faith using the words of the Nicene Creed. 
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
The assisting minister leads the prayers. 

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of 
God in all times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in 
need. 
 
A brief silence.  
 

God of resurrection, from the very beginning you give the church the gift of 
women as your witnesses: as preachers, teachers, and leaders (especially). Open 
our ears to their proclamation this day and always.. With the worldwide 
ecumenical community, today we pray for the churches of Belarus, Moldova, 
Russia, and Ukraine. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
All your creation praises you—the earth hums, the seas pulse, the stars shine, and 
the galaxies whirl in glorious harmonies to honor you. Let us hear and blend our 
voices in the song.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
The countries of the world experience unrest in uncertain times; guide our 
leaders, especially elected officials and chief medical officers. Build up all 
countries on your cornerstone of peace.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
  
We still weep with those who weep, and mourn with those who mourn. Cradle 
the fearful, the suffering, and the dying, assuring them of your loving presence. 
We pray especially for Paul, Kim, Ron, Ken and Kaye, Janelle, Karen, Paul, John, 
Dugan, Bill, Lisa, and Todd, and those we name in the silence of our hearts.  
[a pause] 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Bless the community of Trinity Church, and all who are gathered with us online 
today. Grant us new and creative ways of offering help to our neighbours and the 
vulnerable. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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God of life, you are our resurrection. We remember all those who have died and 
trust that, in you, they will live again. Breathe new life into our dry bones, that 
we, too, might live with you forever.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we 
commend them to you; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
PEACE 
The presiding minister and those gathered greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always.   
And also with you. 
 
 

Meal 
 
 
DIALOGUE 
The presiding minister greets those gathered. 

 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
The presiding minister continues. 

 

All-embracing God,  
we give thanks for Jesus, 
the risen Lord of life, 
who rose victorious from the grave 
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and made the whole creation new. 
He broke bread with sinners,  
fed the hungry, and healed the oppressed,  
then he poured out his life in death that we might live in love. 
Christ is risen from the dead. Love is come again. 

We thank you that on the night before he died for us 
our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, 
and when he had given thanks to you, 
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,  
Take, eat: This is my body, which is given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; 
and when he had given thanks,  
he gave it to them and said, 
Drink this all of you:  
This is my blood poured out for you and for all  
for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it,  
do this for the remembrance of me.  
Christ is risen from the dead. Love is come again. 

Recalling his life, death, and glorious resurrection,  
we offer you these gifts of bread and wine,  
and our lives in thanks and praise.  
Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be for us  
the body and blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Breathe your Spirit upon the whole earth,  
that we may proclaim good news to all the world 
and rise together as children of your new creation. 

Then bring us to that new heaven here on earth, O God,  
where death and pain are no more  
and you dwell with us forever. 
Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ,  
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
we worship you eternally in songs of pure unbounded praise. 
Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
The presiding minister introduces the Lord’s Prayer. 

 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
COMMUNION 
 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister leads the prayer after communion. 

 
Let us pray. 
 
Life-giving God, 
you have fed us with your word, 
and our hearts burn within us. 
Through this meal you have opened us to your presence. 
Now send us forth to share the gifts of Easter with all in need; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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Sending 
 
BLESSING 
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

 
May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead 
raise you to new life, fill you with hope, 
and turn your mourning into dancing. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
The assisting minister sends us into mission. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
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