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6th Sunday of Easter 
May 17, 2020 

 

 

Gathering 
 
PRELUDE   
 
GREETING      
The presiding minister and those gathered greet each other. 

 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The presiding minister shares announcements from the Trinity community. 
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GATHERING SONG  Come Down, O Love Divine (ELW 804) 
Those gathered are invited to sing. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 

 
Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on earth. 
In your great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give to all the 
world the Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 
Word 
 
READING: Acts 17:22-31 
The assisting minister reads the lesson. 
 

A reading from Acts. 
 
22Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely 
religious you are in every way. 23For as I went through the city and looked 
carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the 
inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I 
proclaim to you. 24The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is 
Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, 25nor is 
he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives 
to all mortals life and breath and all things. 26From one ancestor he made all 
nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence 
and the boundaries of the places where they would live, 27so that they would 
search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not 
far from each one of us. 28For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as 
even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we too are his offspring.’ 
 
29Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or 
silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 30While 
God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people 
everywhere to repent, 31because he has fixed a day on which he will have the 
world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he 
has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 
 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 66:8-20 
The assisting minister leads the psalm. 
 

 Bless our God, you peoples; 
  let the sound of praise be heard. 
 Our God has kept us among the living 
  and has not allowed our feet to slip. 
 For you, O God, have tested us; 
  you have tried us just as silver is tried. 
 You brought us into the net; 
  you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 
 You let people ride over our heads; we went through fire and water, 
  but you brought us out into a place of refreshment. 
 I will enter your house with burnt offerings 
  and will pay you my vows— 
 those that I promised with my lips 
  and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble. 
 I will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings with the smoke of rams; 
  I will give you oxen and goats. 
 Come and listen, all you who believe, 
  and I will tell you what God has done for me. 
 I called out to God with my mouth, 
  and praised the Lord with my tongue. 
 If I had cherished evil in my heart, 
  the Lord would not have heard me; 
 but in truth God has heard me 
  and has attended to the sound of my prayer. 
 Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, 
  nor withheld unfailing love from me. 
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GOSPEL:  John 14:15-21 
The presiding minister reads the gospel. 
 

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 
16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you 
forever. 17This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it 
neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and 
he will be in you. 
  18“I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19In a little while the 
world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 
20On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 
21They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and 
those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal 
myself to them.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON    
The sermon from National Bishop Susan Johnson is shared.  
 
Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling (ELW 631) 
Those gathered are invited to sing. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
The assisting minister leads the prayers. 

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of 
God in all times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in 
need. 
 
A brief silence.  

 
Abiding God, you have revealed yourself to us in the form of your Son, Jesus 
Christ. Embolden your church, as your followers, to reveal your love to everyone 
in our speaking and in our living. With the worldwide ecumenical community, 
today we pray for the churches of Comoros, Madagascar, Maldives, Mauritius, 
and Seychelles.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
You are the creator of heaven and earth. Revitalize the health of oceans, rivers, 
lakes, springs, glaciers, and other bodies of water that give life to your creatures, 
especially the Nith and Grand Rivers and the Great Lakes. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
You call all people of the world your children. Judge the nations justly, show 
mercy to the oppressed, and speak truth to power through your prophets.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
You come near to us when we are lost, and you hear our distress. We pray for 
those who suffer in any way. We pray especially for Laura, Dorothea, Paul, Kim, 
Ron, Janelle, Karen, Paul, John, Dugan, Bill, Lisa, and Todd, and those we name in 
the silence of our hearts.  
[a pause] 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Your commands are good and merciful. Give us courage to take hold of our 
baptismal promises to work for justice, advocate for the voiceless, and free the 
oppressed and imprisoned in body, mind, or spirit. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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You remain with us always, O God, and your kingdom has no end. We remember 
the saints who have gone before us, especially Barry. Unite us forever in your final 
victory over death. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray 
into your eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
PEACE 
The presiding minister and those gathered greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always.   
And also with you. 
 

 
Meal 
 
DIALOGUE 
The presiding minister greets those gathered. 

 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
The presiding minister continues. 

All-embracing God,  
we give thanks for Jesus, 
the risen Lord of life, 
who rose victorious from the grave 
and made the whole creation new. 
He broke bread with sinners,  
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fed the hungry, and healed the oppressed,  
then he poured out his life in death that we might live in love. 
Christ is risen from the dead. Love is come again. 

We thank you that on the night before he died for us 
our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, 
and when he had given thanks to you, 
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,  
Take, eat: This is my body, which is given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
After supper he took the cup of wine; 
and when he had given thanks,  
he gave it to them and said, 
Drink this all of you:  
This is my blood poured out for you and for all  
for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it,  
do this for the remembrance of me.  
Christ is risen from the dead. Love is come again. 

Recalling his life, death, and glorious resurrection,  
we offer you these gifts of bread and wine,  
and our lives in thanks and praise.  
Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be for us  
the body and blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Breathe your Spirit upon the whole earth,  
that we may proclaim good news to all the world 
and rise together as children of your new creation. 

Then bring us to that new heaven here on earth, O God,  
where death and pain are no more  
and you dwell with us forever. 
Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ,  
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
we worship you eternally in songs of pure unbounded praise. 
Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
The presiding minister introduces the Lord’s Prayer. 

 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

COMMUNION 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister leads the prayer after communion. 

 
Let us pray. 
 
Life-giving God, 
you have fed us with your word, 
and our hearts burn within us. 
Through this meal you have opened us to your presence. 
Now send us forth to share the gifts of Easter with all in need; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Sending 
 
BLESSING 
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

 
May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead 
raise you to new life, fill you with hope, 
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and turn your mourning into dancing. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
The assisting minister sends us into mission. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
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