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A Return to In-Person Worship
The Rev. Tanya Ramer, Pastor
And every day in the temple and at home they did not cease
to teach and proclaim Jesus as the Messiah. – Acts 5:42
Grace and peace to you in the name of the Triune God.
It has been almost six months now since Trinity made the
difficult, yet caring decision to suspend in-person worship
when COVID-19 changed the world. We worked hard to
move to online worship, to create opportunities for online
fellowship, and to reach out to each other to offer spiritual
care. So much was, and still is, changing! However, to engage
these changes, Trinity’s Church Council created a Return to
Trinity Task Team to review and put in place safety
measures, with guidance from the Province of Ontario and
the Eastern Synod Office, for the safe resumption of inperson worship, and other Trinity activities. I want to thank
Stephanie Brubacher, Laurie Clarke, Carol Merner, and Jamie
Courtney for their diligent and thoughtful work. Their work
continues!
The Task Team is following a three-stage approach as
outlined in the Eastern Synod recommendations: Red,
Amber, and Green. We have been in the Red stage since
March. The Task Team prepared several recommendations
for Council’s consideration that would see us move into the
Amber stage this fall. After Council’s August 19th online
meeting, I am happy to share with you our way forward in
regards to worship and other in-person activities:
1.

2.

Resuming in-person worship at Trinity – Council has
approved a plan to return to in-person worship at the
end of October. The specific resumption date will be
communicated to the congregation at the end of
September, as well as information on how that return
will look (maximum worshiping capacity, protocols for
entering/leaving the building, changes to worship
practices). While we are planning for a return to inperson worship, after-worship fellowship will remain
suspended for the rest of 2020.
Council approved a budget for the purchase of hardware
to allow us to broadcast Sunday morning worship from
Trinity’s worship space when we return to in-person
worship. These last few months we have heard the

appreciation for online worship, and the request that we
continue it, even when we return to in-person worship.
3.

Council has approved the resumption of in-person
gatherings for our existing user groups, beginning in
October, if those groups are wanting to start meeting
again. (This includes groups like AA and TOPS.) A set of
guidelines has been created that our user groups will be
asked to follow, in order to return to the building.

4.

Council approved a motion to have all education
programming remain online for the rest of 2020. This
decision acknowledged that it is difficult to maintain two
-meter physical distancing in our education rooms. The
learning committee is working hard to create exciting
learning opportunities for the congregation:
a.

Faith Adventures families will be asked to sign up for
a weekly lesson that can be done at home as a family;
the curriculum will feel familiar for our children, using
the SPARK curriculum we have used in previous years.

b.

Confirmation classes will be conducted over ZOOM
on Sunday mornings, twice a month. A letter is being
sent to all new and returning confirmands with
important information and dates for classes.

c.

I am happy to share that we have renewed our
contract with Youth Worker, Heidi Van Schaik for the
2020-2021 year. Heidi is working to find creative ways
to gather youth online for games nights, fellowship
time, and faith formation.

d.

Adult Learning will also occur on ZOOM. This
includes Tuesday morning Bible Study and Sunday
morning Adult Learning. Sunday morning learning will
be every other week (rotating with online fellowship).

It is important to be mindful that things are still changing,
and while we have a way forward to the Amber stage, we are
also preparing for the reality that our plans may need to
change if the Province advises another suspension of in-

September 2020 | page 2

continued on the next page...

A Return…continued

Worship Survey

person gatherings, and we need to return to the Red stage.

The Return to Trinity Task Team has
prepared a very short survey to collect
feedback from our worshipping
community. We are hoping to get a
sense of how many households are
likely to return to worship in late
October.

For many in the congregation, returning to Trinity for inperson worship this fall may not be an option due to health,
age, or circumstances. While we’re pleased to continue
offering online worship, for those folks who are not able to
access it, we are have been providing a worship resource for
the home, which includes the sermon, scripture readings,
hymn texts, and prayers for the week. We even deliver! If
you or someone you know would like to receive this worshipat-home resource, please contact Jamie Courtney, our Parish

Please take a moment to complete the survey, so we can get
a sense of how many folks would like to attend worship and
make plans accordingly.
Head over to www.telc.ca/survey to get started.
If you do not have access to a computer, you may participate
by phoning the church office and speaking to Pastor Tanya or
Jamie Courtney.
Kindly have only one person from your household complete
the survey. The survey will be available online through
September 14th

Administrator, in the church office.
Most importantly, whether we worship from our homes or
from the sanctuary at Trinity, we continue to teach and
proclaim that God is in our midst, that God is with us, and
that God is transforming the world through us. So, as we
prepare to return to in-person gatherings, I share a prayer
written by Rev. Susan Climo (a member of the Synod’s Safe
Resumption Task Team):
Eternal God, we give you thanks for your loving
presence with us throughout this challenging season
of pandemic. As we begin a time of planning and
preparation to re-enter our church buildings and
reunite with one another in worship, we pray for your
continuing grace, guidance, and comfort. Encourage
and equip us, give us wisdom and insight, keep our
hearts and minds peaceful and focused on creating
safe and welcoming spaces and liturgies. As we once
again physically gather in your name, however
strange or unsettling our new practices may seem at
first, help us remember our faithful worship will
always be holy, always pleasing to you. All this, and
whatever else you see that we need, we ask in the
name of Jesus, Immanuel, ‘God-with-us’. Amen.

Milestones
As we return to monthly publication of the Trinity Dove
newsletter, we have a few significant birthdays and
anniversaries that have happened during COVID-19 that
might otherwise have received our more timely
congratulations.
Our Trinity community sends our congrats and best wishes to
these friends who celebrated significant milestones!
Birthdays
Lloyd Hagen (80), Ernie Ritz (95), Stan Otterbein (85), Mabel
Heldman (85), John Bowman (85), Bruce Litwiller (85), Jean
V. Cook (85), Doris Schwartzentruber (90)
Anniversaries
Gunther and Bonnie Hell (50), Sibylle and Philipp Hoffmeyer
(55), Eddy and Liz Livingston (50), Bob and Gwen Ruthig (50)
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We Are Not Alone
Lynn Thompson, President
As I write this article at the end of August, it occurs to me
that SPRING BREAK IS ALMOST OVER! At least, that is how it
must seem to many folks who last saw normalcy in early
March.
For many people, spring break is a time to break routine, to
spend more time with family, to travel and explore. Well,
part of this did happen in 2020. Routines were broken for
many, many people and much more time was spent with
family… at least with the family with whom you live.
In all seriousness, how have you managed since mid March?
It has been heart-warming to see older children step up and
be the care givers for their more senior parents — doing
their shopping weekly, and then dropping it where it could
be safely picked up. It was never the same as a hug, but it did
warm the hearts of both the care giver and the recipient. In
times of COVID-19, that was the most for which many people
could hope. I applaud those of you who made an effort to
contact friends and neighbours by phone, just to say Hi.
Again, both you and the friend benefitted from your
thoughtfulness.
The feedback from many of you is that our online church has
been very successful — so successful that the request has
been made to continue with this form of worship even after
we return to Trinity. You will see information about this idea

elsewhere in this Dove. We at Trinity owe a huge debt of
thanks to so many folks who kept the ball rolling, found new
ways to share worship, continued many of Trinity’s
important ministries in new ways, prayed and shared on a
daily basis. We are so blessed to have Pastor Tanya, Pastor
Helen, Jamie and the rest. I was constantly amazed with their
ingenuity, faithfulness, and commitment.
By the way, if you have no close connection with a youth in
our church, reach out to one you know. Ask them in what
they have been involved and how they have stayed
connected. Heidi has developed an incredible online
program for the youth. I often thought we would all benefit
from receiving some of her direction during these times.
COVID-19 is not behind us. As we move forward with plans
for future months, remember that is up to you in the end, to
be safe, to follow the health guidelines, to do only what is
comfortable for you. Whether you choose to return to
weekly services in whatever form they take, or whether you
elect to continue with online worship or paper copies
delivered to your door, do whatever feels right. Remember
that we are one body in Christ, and in our church. You are
loved. You are valued.
Stay safe. Wash your hands. Keep physical distanced. God is
with us. We are not alone.

Monthly Evening Bible Study

Trinity Choir and Handbells

This Fall Trinity will be hosting a once-per-month evening
online Bible Study called Living our Faith – Bible Book Club
from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm. This resource was created by the
ELCIC for use in congregations across our Church as an
opportunity to explore the books of the Bible.

With congregational singing not permitted in the Amber
stage of re-opening, so it goes for Trinity choir rehearsals,
sadly. Choir will remain on hiatus for the fall.

The Bible Study will be the last Wednesday of the month,
starting September 30th. We will use the online ZOOM
platform (like we use for Sunday morning online fellowship).
It is open to everyone! RSVP to Pastor Tanya at
ramer@telc.ca and she will email you the ZOOM information
and the link to the study materials.

Handbells will be permitted to resume rehearsals in October
with physical distancing, mask-wearing, and other
precautions. Jamie Courtney will be in touch soon with
handbell ringers on specifics of resuming rehearsals. That
does mean that we can potentially look forward to our
handbell ensemble’s involvement later this fall after we
resume in-person worship.
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Church Council News

Photography Award

Judy Gueguen, Church Council Secretary
After taking our summer break in July, Council met again on
Wednesday, August 19th.
We are thrilled to announce that Heidi Van Shaik’s contract
has been renewed for another year. She will continue on as
Trinity’s youth worker until August 31st, 2021. Due to COVID19, Heidi has had to be creative with ways to interact and
bring our youth together. Stay tuned to see what other great
ideas Heidi has in store!

Recently, the ELCIC’s national publication, Canada Lutheran,
received 6 awards at the 2020 Canadian Christian
Communicators Association Awards held online in June.
One of the 6 awards was first place
for “News Photo: Magazine” for the
excellent picture of Lillian Krause at
her baptism, taken by Trinity’s own
Dave Mello. The picture appeared in
the September2019 issue of Canada
Lutheran as the featured in sight photo. (The photo was also
the cover image for the July/August edition of the Dove.)

Trinity’s commitment to service continues on even through
these uncertain times. Food gift cards were delivered to the
local Jamaican workers. We are hoping to continue our
Thanksgiving tradition of sharing a meal, although it may
look different this year. We will also be engaging in a
community partner project with oneROOF. Look for
information in this issue of the Dove.
Even though we are not in the church building for worship
and other gatherings, there are still many projects on the go.
Brick repair has been done to the steeple, flat roof, and
courtyard areas. The addition of new storm windows also
continues; the courtyard side is now complete. Floor waxing
is currently underway for Trinity Hall, the worship space and
the space rented by Community Care Concepts. Our space
will look beautiful to welcome us back to in-person worship.

Dave’s photos have been a staple of Trinity’s
communications for years. This national recognition is most
certainly deserved. Congrats, Dave!

Lebanon Crisis Appeal

Sacraments and Seasons

Thank you to those folks who supported
the special Lebanon Crisis Appeal through
Canadian Lutheran World Relief.

We grieve with the Diebel family on the
death of Paul Diebel, May 24th, and with
the Linseman family on the death of Ron
Linseman, August 2nd. Blessed are they
who mourn.

Donations that came via Trinity offerings
were $425, and have been sent to CLWR for inclusion in the
matching donation totals from the Government of Canada.
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Financial Update
Carol Murray, congregational council
I want to thank the entire congregation for their continued
support of Trinity's ministries. We are truly blessed.

2020 General Fund
Actual YTD

Budget YTD

Variance

Receipts

156,657

159,445

(2,788)

Expenses

177,273

177,484

(211)

Subtotal

(20,616)

(18,039)

(2,577)

Estate
Donations

96,126

—

96,126

$75,510

($18,039)

$93,549

Total

2020 Capital Fund
Actual YTD

Budget YTD

Variance

Receipts

9,691

8,750

941

Expenses

2,402

8,750

(6,348)

Total

$7,289

$0

$7,289

Year-to-date figures updated through July 31st, 2020
Capital Fund carry-over from 2019, not included above, is $14,331

We are also very fortunate to have received additional
generous one-time donations from estates to the General
Fund, nearly $83,000 in recent months.
Our YTD revenue is just a little below what we had budgeted
($156,657 compared to $159,445). Under the present
circumstances, I think we are doing quite well.
It appears our expenses are right on target, but without this
year’s generous estate donations, our expenses would be
lower— $168,983 rather than the $177,273. This is because
our commitment to Synod intentionally increases with these
types of donations, as outlined in the Spring 2020 issue of
the Dove. I also want to point out that, unfortunately, most
of our routine expenses happen whether we are using our
building or not.
For our Capital Fund, we have been able to upgrade our
sewer line during the road construction happening on
Church and Wilmot Streets.
We are most grateful to all those people who continue to
mail in their offerings to Trinity, and to those who signed up
for PAR. Thank you all, for your continued support!

Refugee Support
Earlier in the year, Trinity sent a donation to Bethany
Lutheran Church in Woodstock to support their latest
refugee sponsorship initiative. We received these words back
in a letter from Mary Moore, the chair of Bethany’s Refugee
Task Team:
We thank God for your generous donation to our Refugee
Fund. It was most welcome and timely as we were planning a
fundraising concert, which was cancelled due to COVID-19
closures. Prior to your financial support, we were concerned
as to how we were to meet our commitment to the Pray Reh
family. That concern is no longer with us thanks to the good
people of Trinity.

This experience has been enriching and uplifting as we
witness the reunification of these two families: grandparents
reacquainting with grandchildren, sisters and parents joined
together once again; truly a blessing for all of us. I hope to
one day join your congregation and share these wonderful
moments we have experienced during this past year.
God’s riches blessing to you all; may you continue to care for
yourselves and your community.
Thank you to those folks who made donations to the
Bethany project above and beyond our Endowment Fund
proceeds.
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Guest Workers Support

Road Construction
Despite the many downsides of COVID-19, one silver lining is
that the road construction on Church and Wilmot Streets is
happening while we aren’t worshipping in the church
building.
Phase 1 of the project is seeing all of Church Street and
Wilmot Street from Bleams to Church tore up. Phase 2,
slated for next year, will see the rest of Wilmot Street tore
up, from Church to Huron.

On a rainy summer day, Dee and Kitch Radke and Lynn
Thompson made a physically distanced visit to the Jamaican
guest workers at Pfennig’s farm. They all enjoyed a happy
few minutes together as food cards were presented to each
worker, one of the many projects supported through
proceeds from Trinity’s Endowment Fund.
The fellas asked Lynn and the Radkes to be sure to pass along
how very grateful they are to Trinity. Dee made a lovely
short speech, letting them know how grateful we are for the
important work they do here.
For several years, we have also supported the guest workers
with a meal around Thanksgiving time. Stay tuned for details
on how we might offer this again, though it will likely be
different this time around due to COVID-19 complications.

Monday Morning Meetup
On Monday mornings in August and September, weather
permitting, you are invited to pop by Trinity for an informal
outdoor, physically-distanced visit with Pastor Tanya.
From 10:00 am to 11:00 am, we'll have a few chairs set up on
Trinity's Peel Street lawn, right beside 272 Peel Street. (You
can bring your own chair, if you prefer.)
The front cover of the Dove includes a picture from one of
the recent meetups.

Trinity is exploring having poured concrete walkways
installed at Church Street entrances in conjunction with the
road work. Also, thanks to some deft work navigating
township bureaucracy by members of Church Council, we
can expect a dropped curb along Church Street, increasing
accessibility to our facility. Way to go, folks!

Fill a Backpack Project
Stephanie Brubacher, Witness & Outreach
As we have been away from in-person worship these past
few months, Trinity took a break from collecting items we
usually donate to local community groups. We would like to
return to those activities and show our generous support for
the many valuable programs in our community.
Our first project will be oneROOF Youth Services in Kitchener
which provides support to homeless and at-risk youth.
We would love for you to help out with Trinity's "Fill a
Backpack" project! Purchase a backpack and fill it with newly
purchased items from the following list:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

Underwear (adult male and female sizes)
Socks (adult sizes)
Deodorant
Travel-size shampoo/conditioner
Bug spray and sunblock

We have a couple of drop-off points for backpacks! Call the
church office for information on where to drop yours off. We
also encourage you to remember oneROOF in your financial
offerings through Trinity.
Thank you for your generosity in supporting our community
partners!
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Music Commissions

Visitation Ministry

As a gift to honour Pastor
Stephen Larson when he retired
after serving as our Interim
Pastor, Trinity commissioned
two pieces items in his honour:
a newly composed anthem
from Anne Krentz Organ, The
Healing of the Nations, and a
new hymn text from Andrew
Donaldson, Time Propels Us
Like a Current
Great news! The anthem has been now published by
Augsburg Fortress, and Andrew Donaldson tells us that the
hymn text will appear in a forthcoming Mennonite hymnal.
While these were suitable gifts to honor Pastor Larson on
their own merits, it’s a bonus to see them live on in the lives
of other congregations, too!

News from Anglicanland

As COVID-19 upended almost every aspect of life, much of
the Trinity’s pastoral visitation ministry moved to the
telephone. But, as the weather warmed-up, Pastor Helen
Toman, Trinity’s visitation pastor, was glad to be able to offer
porch and driveway visits! Here, Pastor Helen is having a
check-in with Henry Simon on a nice sunny day.

Endowment Fund Requests

We were delighted on behalf
of our good friend, the Rev.
Margaret Walker from St.
George’s, New Hamburg, to
learn that she has been
appointed by Bishop Todd
Townshend of the Diocese of
Huron to serve as Priest-inCharge of St. Columba’s,
Waterloo, effective September
1st. This part-time post is in
addition to her part-time duties at St. George’s, New
Hamburg.

It's hard to believe that fall is just around the corner!
However, as we begin to move towards the end of the year,
the Endowment Fund Committee is inviting members of the
congregation to submit potential ideas of projects/causes
they would like to see supported by proceeds from the
Endowment Fund. While it is unknown until the end of
the year how few or how many dollars are available to
distribute, the Committee will begin assessing potential
recipients in December.

Another good friend, Pastor James Brown, has been serving
as interim priest at St. Columba’s for the past year and a half.

Therefore, any suggestions should be submitted, in writing,
to the church office by the end of November.

Rob Murray, Endowment Fund Chairperson

Lynn Thompson, president ▪ Tanya Ramer, pastor
Jamie Courtney, parish administrator & minister of music
Helen Toman, visitation pastor ▪ Brian Racho, sexton ▪ Heidi Van Schaik, youth worker
Ron Leonard, honourary assistant pastor ▪ Gywin Murray, emerita director of music

