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Gaining Perspective and Leaning to Pivot
The Rev. Tanya Ramer, Pastor
It has been almost five years now since I began my PhD
journey, and while I am not at the finish line yet, I have said
several times throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, how glad I
am to have done some academic and practical work on what
it means to be church in the midst of change. Having said
that, nothing could have prepared any of us for the
challenges and changes that this pandemic has created!
There are two words that seem to keep coming to my mind
during these last 5 or 6 months – perspective and pivot.
What does it mean to be church in 2020? What is our
mission? How important is worship in our lives? What have
we had to let go of, and what new things have we had to
explore in order to be church in the midst of a pandemic?
Let’s start with some possible perspectives. Church, as we
left it in March (in a building, gathered close to family and
friends), has changed significantly. A church building that has
rarely had to close its doors in its 185 years of ministry has
had to suspend in-building worship half a year. Churches are
not used to having to close their doors.
Prior to the pandemic, many churches, and even Trinity to a
certain extent, were not ready to embrace the role of online
technology in worship. It took a pandemic for us to quickly
pivot and change the way we do Sunday morning worship.
What we do still honours liturgy, yet, there have been
changes in the liturgy that take into consideration the
medium of technology. Many of you have reached out to say
how much you appreciate that we are still gathering for
worship, and hope the online presence doesn’t disappear
when we are able to gather again in our building for worship.
Now, we find ourselves beginning to wrap our heads around
returning to our building for worship in late October, and
with this re-entry, many of us are learning to pivot again as
things continue to change in the world around us. We make
a plan, and the next day we pivot to adapt the plan in order
to make sure that we continue to do worship and ministry in
a way that keeps everyone healthy and safe.

traditional Sunday morning in-building worship, can gather
for worship together in a meaningful and faithful way –
worship has expanded beyond the church walls and into our
homes, and that has been a rich experience.
We have had to find new ways to work with our partners in
ministry, to make sure that their outreach potential remains
steady with little interruption to programming and support.
Instead of dropping off backpacks for oneROOF at the
church, you generously packed those backpacks with daily
essentials. And let’s not forget the generous monetary
support of oneROOF, too. Thank you!
We have seen the churches in the Nith Valley Ministry Area
pivot away from providing worship for individual
congregations, to working together and leading a shared
online worship, which has brought diversity and an
opportunity for us to get to know our Lutheran neighbours in
our ministry area.
The church, as a whole, has had to pivot to engage the
changing realities of this world. A church often criticized for
being slow to change, or not being innovative, has begun to
embrace the changes with new ideas, new passions, and new
excitement. God has given us this time to think about what
the role of church is in our community, and how we can
actively participate in God’s kingdom.
It has been important for me to remember, that we are not
alone in all of this – perspective can be reassuring and
comforting. God has not isolated Godself from us in this
time. God has moved through the generations since the
beginning of time, present in the midst of change and
challenge, and revealing Godself in the midst of opportunity
and possibility. God is very much active and participating in
this time of change with us, giving us the peace we need
when we feel anxious, the courage to pivot when we need
to, and the mission to witness to God’s love in the world.

Trinity’s Church Council has approved some funds for us to
install technology in our worship space so that our
community, which now reaches far beyond just our
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Returning to In-Person Worship: October 25th
Stephanie Brubacher, Return to Trinity Task Team
We are targeting Sunday, October 25th, Reformation
Sunday, for our first in-person worship service after many
months of worshiping together online! Trinity’s staff and
committees have been working hard to make this experience
meaningful while also minimizing risk to personal safety. We
wanted to highlight some key points about returning to inperson worship:
Online worship will still be available...
▪

We recognize that not everyone is ready to come back
to in-person worship at this time. We are setting up
technology in the sanctuary so that we can continue to
live-stream the worship service for those worshiping
from home.

attending in-person worship.
▪

All attendees will be asked to wear a mask and respect
physical distancing guidelines. If you are unable to wear
a mask for medical reasons, let us know when
registering so we can allow you extra distancing during
worship.

▪

You will be seated with members of your household
only. All other groups will be seated at least 2 meters
away.

▪

Communion will be received as bread only during the
Amber stage or re-opening.

▪

Worshipers will be required to stay in areas of the
building as directed by the ushers. Children will be asked
to remain with their family at all time.

▪

Our return to in-person worship date may still change if
local conditions or health regulations change.

Advance registration required...
▪

You will need to register by phone or email in order to
attend in-person. You will need to provide the names of
all people attending from your household.

▪

In-person worship attendance will be limited and there
will be assigned seating to meet proper physical
distancing guidelines. (The exact number of people
allowed for in-person worship depends on the number
of people in each household who have registered for a
given week.)

▪

Advanced registration helps us plan for the number of
people attending, but also helps us track attendance for
contact tracing purposes should that become necessary.

▪

If we have more people wishing to attend than we have
space for, we will look at options for overflow space or
alternative worship times.

▪

To attend worship on October 25th please contact the
church by phone or email. We ask that you reserve
your space by October 19th. At this time, spaces are
available on a first-come first-served basis.

Health screening...
▪

Anyone attending in-person worship will be asked to
review the following screening list and risk notice:


Have you been in close contact with someone who
is sick or has confirmed COVID-19 in the past 14
days?



Have you returned from travel outside Canada in
the past 14 days?



Do you have any following symptoms: fever, cough,
difficulty breathing, sore throat, trouble swallowing,
runny nose, loss of taste of smell, not feeling well,
nausea, vomiting or diarrhea?



If you answered YES to any of these questions, go
home and self-isolate right away. Call Teleheath or
your health care provider, to find out if you need a
test.

Safety procedures will be in place...
▪

All attendees will be asked to screen for COVID-19
symptoms and to be aware of risks associated with
continued on page 4…
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October 25th… continued

Worship Tech

Risk acknowledgement...

Jamie Courtney, Parish Administrator

▪

We are making every effort to make in-person worship a
safe experience; however we realize that we cannot
remove risk entirely. If you choose to attend an inperson service, you do so at your own risk.

▪

Anyone over the age of 60 is at increased risk along with
anyone with chronic medical conditions including: lung
disease, heart disease, hypertension (high blood
pressure), diabetes, kidney disease, liver disease,
dementia, stroke, people of any age who are
immunocompromised, including those: with an
underlying medical condition (e.g., cancer), taking
medications that lower the immune system (e.g.,
chemotherapy) and people living with obesity (BMI of 40
or higher).

▪

If you have any concerns about joining in-person, we
would encourage you to consult with your doctor.

Education and fellowship online...
▪

During this Amber stage of re-opening, we will not have
in-person fellowship time after worship. ZOOM
fellowship will continue online every other Sunday.

▪

All education programing will be happening online. Adult
education, confirmation, youth, and Faith Adventures
will have programming available.

While we won’t be able to shake hands or sing together, we
will be able to greet each other from a distance, worship and
enjoy music together in the sanctuary. We thank you for
your patience as we adapt to these new procedures.

It seems like just yesterday that it was March, and the COVID
-19 cancellations were stacking up. In those early days, many
churches were suddenly thrust into providing services online.
Overnight, everything changed, and pastors and other
church workers needed to become familiar with all the
options available to offer online worship.
It was important to us then, and important to us now, to
provide an option that is “live”. The idea of our folks still
gathering together at a common hour, from the safety of
their homes, seemed somewhat comforting and reassuring.
(Of course, if folks miss our initial live broadcast, a recording
remains available on our Facebook page to view throughout
the week.)
As we now prepare to offer in-person worship once again,
we know many folks will still worship from home. While we
are changing our tech set up for doing the broadcast from
Trinity instead of our worship leaders’ homes, the
technology for actually watching the worship service online
will remain exactly the same. From our Trinity Facebook
page, the livestream will still be broadcast on Sundays at
9:30, and a recording will remain there for later viewing also.
In Trinity’s worship space, we are now putting in place a 3camera set up. A computer station is upstairs in the gallery
where a volunteer will initiate and direct the broadcast. If
you would like to assist with this ministry, we’d love to hear
from you! Training will be provided.
While technology is never perfect or fool-proof (someone tell
that Minister of Music to double check his microphone
connection!), what a gift it is for us to be able to stay
connected to one another, even during a pandemic.

Confirmation Classes: Online

Sacraments and Seasons

Confirmation classes for the month of October will be held
on Sunday, October 4th and October 25th at 11:00 am.
Confirmation students, watch your emails for the ZOOM link
to participate in the classes.

We offer our congratulations to Dave and Gretta Mello,
celebrating 50 years of marriage on September 25th.
We grieve with the Schwartzentruber family on the death of
Doris Schwartzentruber on September 18th. Blessed are they
who mourn.
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Ipperwash and Reconciliation
Lynn Thompson, President
As I write this article from my new-to-us trailer on Lake
Huron, I am looking out at what might be called a typical fall
day. Tree branches are blowing in the wind, the first autumn
leaves are falling, one tree in the distance has developed
some red tinges on its leaves, and the soybeans in the
farmer’s field next door are turning from green to yellow. All
of this tells me that trailer life will be soon coming to a close
for another season. In this year of COVID-19, I have felt
especially blessed to have spent my time here, surrounded
by nature. I will miss waking up to watch Keith and his
favourite chipmunk, whom he affectionately calls “Rumpy”,
share a breakfast of yogurt for Keith, and raw peanuts for
Rumpy.
I spent my childhood years at Ipperwash Provincial Park, so
returning to Kettle Point this summer has been a trip down
memory lane. Even though Ipperwash Provincial Park no
longer exists, the area is still here, the Army Barracks (CFB
Ipperwash) are still here, Stony Point and Kettle Point are still
here. My family had moved on from this area before the
conflicts arose but I read about them with interest. The
Anishinaabe First Nation were demanding that Ipperwash
Provincial Park be returned to them as part of the former
Stony Point reserve. The police moved in and in the ensuing
fight, there was bloodshed and an unarmed Anishinaabe
man, Dudley George, was shot by an OPP sniper. ‘Hasty
decisions with unfortunate consequences’ was the way the
commission wrote their final report of the Ipperwash Inquiry.
The report claims that the government is focused on
recommendations of the Inquiry, namely improved relations
with Indigenous people to ensure tragedies like Ipperwash
never happen again. (Of course, today there is another
disruption in Caledonia, but it is not the focus of this article.)
Somehow, there is a disconnect for me in all of this. I read
about the sizable settlement the area received, and then I
read that the land is not truly theirs yet, as there are
unexploded ordinances on the land that was part of CFB
Ipperwash. I guess that explains at least in part, why
conditions in that area are less than ideal. Former army
barracks crumbling from age, dozens of broken-down trucks
and trailers, and military signs everywhere, warning of

unexploded ordinances, are reminders that their land was
once occupied by the military. This year, 2020, the annual
ordinance cleanup did not begin until August. One can
assume this has to do with COVID-19 issues. Until all of these
ordinances are found and dismantled, the land will not be
truly safe. It could be another 20 years, according to the
Department of National Defence (DND). As if waiting for
their sacred burial grounds to be cleaned up isn’t enough,
many homes do not have clean water. They live with lead
paints, black mold, and unpotable water. The DND provides
potable water through a single tap in the gatehouse to one
facility. Pipes pump water to the homes BUT IT IS NOT SAFE
TO DRINK. This is right next door to this idyllic land where I
have spent my summer – right next door to where my family
camped when I was little—right next door to me. THIS IS
WRONG! In some cases, common household appliances have
been provided to these homes — appliances that cannot be
hooked up inside the homes, as there is no electricity! On
and on it goes. Yet leaving is not an option for many of these
people. This is their home, this is where they grew up. These
are their sacred burial grounds.
My heart goes out to anyone today who lives in squalor, no
matter where the finger is pointing. We teach our children at
school to never point a finger at someone, for when you
point one finger at someone, three fingers are pointing back
at you. That is where we sit, folks, with three fingers pointing
back at us. What will it take? How can we help? What more
can we do? Are we waiting until the Leafs win the Stanley
Cup again?
Information for this article came from research I am doing as part of
the TRC group, including City News September 8, 2020 and APTN
news.

Fall Faith Adventures
Our Faith Adventure programming has been moved to athome lessons. Each week, you will receive a lesson plan, via
email, that invites the whole family to come together and
explore a piece of scripture through activities and prayer. To
sign up, please speak to Pastor Tanya.
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Blessing of the Animals

Financial Update
Carol Murray, congregational council

2020 General Fund
Actual YTD

Budget YTD

Variance

Receipts

175,509

183,090

(7,581)

Expenses

200,159

201,151

(992)

Subtotal

(24,650)

(18,061)

(6,589)

Estate
Donations

96,126

—

96,126

$71,476

($18,061)

$89,537

Total

2020 Capital Fund
Actual YTD

Budget YTD

Variance

Receipts

10,994

10,000

994

Expenses

2,402

10,000

(-7,598)

Total

$8,592

$0

$8,592

This year on the church calendar, the Feast of St. Francis of
Assisi, the patron saint of animals and the environment, is on
Sunday, October 4th. You are invited on this day, to bring
your family’s pet(s) to a “Blessing of the Animals”. We’ll
meet on the church lawn (beside 272 Peel Street) at 4:00 pm
for a short blessing, approximately 20 minutes. You are
welcome to bring a lawn chair if you’d prefer to sit.
While this is an outdoor service, physical distancing will need
to be maintained. We also need to discourage the mingling
of pets, so please ensure your pet is on a leash. Kindly bring
along your poop ’n’ scoop baggies for any souvenirs they
leave behind. (The property guys will appreciate it when
cutting the grass!)
If the event needs to be cancelled due to inclement weather,
Pastor Tanya will give an update at online worship on
October 4th at 9:30 am.
See you, and Rover or Rumpy, on the 4th!

Gentle Readers
After a COVID-19 hiatus, the Gentle
Readers book club is planning on
returning to in-person, physically
distanced meetings. The October
selection is Moon of the Crusted Snow
by Waubgeshig Rice. The group meets
again on October 20th at 7:00 pm in the
Martin Luther Room at Trinity.

Year-to-date figures updated through August 31st, 2020
Capital Fund carry-over from 2019, not included above, is $14,331

Financial offerings have begun to drop off a little this
month. The Actual YTD is now down $7,580 compared to
what we had budgeted for this point in the year. This is
something we will need to keep an eye on.
Our General Fund expenses continue to be close to
target. As I said in last month’s Dove, unfortunately most of
our routine expenses happen whether we are using our
building or not. And, with COVID-19 there were some
unanticipated expenses, like online technology for worship
and meetings.
No expenses have gone through the Capital Fund this
month. We are waiting for a couple of construction related
expenses that should be coming through in the next month
or so.
Thank you for your continued support.
blessed.

We are truly

All are welcome! Simply come to the meeting having read the
selection in advance.

Monday Morning Meetup
Thanks to all those who came to Pastor Tanya’s Monday
Morning Meetups in August and September. The Meetups
were a great way to gather while physically distanced! They
have wrapped up for the fall, now that cooler weather is
here.
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Jamaican Thanksgiving

Church Council News

In previous years, a core group of Trinity volunteers has
worked to provide a meal around Thanksgiving time to the
Jamaican guest workers at Pfenning’s farm. This meal has
always been greatly appreciated by the men who would
come out and break bread with us.
While it is still the intention to offer a gesture this time of
year, it might not be a meal as in the past. Due to COVID-19
risks, we are working with Pfenning’s to see if there’s a safe
way extend our friendship to the guest workers.
Thank you to all those Trinity folks who have graciously
supported our efforts over the years. We look forward to a
time, hopefully in 2021, when we might once again offer a sit
-down meal to our Jamaican friends.

Partner Project Update
Stephanie Brubacher, Witness & Outreach
Thank you all for the wonderful support for our "Fill a
Backpack" project for oneROOF. Through your generosity
Trinity collected:
▪

18 backpacks

▪

123 pairs of socks

▪

58 pairs of underwear

▪

3 grocery bags of various toiletries

Judy Gueguen, Church Council Secretary
Council met on Wednesday September 16th via ZOOM.
Thank you to everyone who supported oneROOF with the
donation of much needed items. Eighteen back packs were
donated along with socks, underwear, toiletries and
cash. Thank you also to Carol Merner for delivering all the
donations.
Council would like to thank the Return to Trinity Task Team
for all their hard work. As a group you have spent countless
hours creating guidelines to allow everyone at Trinity to
return to our space safely. This includes not only worship
but also use of our space by our tenants and user
groups. Council has decided that based on the current
situation, Trinity’s in person worship will resume on
Reformation Sunday, October 25th. This return to in-person
worship will come with a registration process to allow for
physical distancing in the sanctuary and so that we do not
exceed our capacity limit. (Look for other specifics in this
issue of the Dove.) It will be great to get back to our
sanctuary, if even just in a limited capacity.

COVID Alert App

Thank you to Carol Merner who collected, sorted, and
delivered the donations to oneROOF. If you didn’t get a
chance to drop off a backpack, but still want to help out, you
can designate a donation to oneROOF through your Trinity
offerings. Thank you for your generosity in supporting our
community partners!

Folks are encouraged by government and public health
officials to download the government’s COVID Alert app to
their smart phones. The app helps break the cycle of
infection by letting people know of possible exposures
before any symptoms appear. The app uses Bluetooth
technology, and not GPS tracking, to protect privacy. The
COVID Alert app, and further information, is available for on
the Apple App Store and Google Play.

Lynn Thompson, president ▪ Tanya Ramer, pastor
Jamie Courtney, parish administrator & minister of music
Helen Toman, visitation pastor ▪ Brian Racho, sexton ▪ Heidi Van Schaik, youth worker
Ron Leonard, honourary assistant pastor ▪ Gywin Murray, emerita director of music

October 2020 | page 7

October 2020
Sunday

Monday

Trinity Church
New Hamburg
Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

8

9

10

Fellowship and Adult Education
Adult education returns in October, sharing a rotating schedule with
online fellowship following worship at 10:15 am. However, starting
October 25th, the date for in-person worship to resume, the time will
change to 11:00 am to allow in-person worshippers to get home and
sign-on, should they wish.

4

5

6

11:00 am
Return to
Trinity Task
Team Meeting

No Bible Study

Pastor Tanya
at Bishop’s
Deans’ Retreat

Pastor Tanya at
Bishop’s Deans’
Retreat

11

12

13

Day of Thanksgiving
9:30 am Online Worship
10:15 am Fellowship (ZOOM)

Thanksgiving
Church Office
Closed

10:30 am
Bible Study
5:00 pm
Karate

18

19
6:00 pm
Usher Training
7:00 pm
Worship
Rehearsal

18th Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 am Online Worship
10:15 am Adult Education (ZOOM)
with Carla Blakley, CLWR
11:00 am Confirmation Class (ZOOM)
4:00 pm Blessing of the Animals on
Trinity’s Lawn

20th Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 am Online Worship
10:15 am Adult Education (ZOOM)
Stories of Creation

7

9:30 am
Prayer Circle

14

15

16

17

20

21

22

23

24

10:30 am
Bible Study
5:00 pm
Karate
7:00 pm
Gentle Readers

7:00 pm
Church Council

29

30

31

November
Dove Deadline

25

26

27

28

Reformation Sunday
9:30 am Online and
In-Person Worship
11:00 am Fellowship (ZOOM)
11:00 am Confirmation Class (ZOOM)

6:30 pm
Handbells

10:30 am
Bible Study
5:00 pm
Karate

7:00 pm
Online Bible
Book Study

