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17th Sunday after Pentecost 
September 27, 2020 

 

 

Gathering 
 
PRELUDE   
 
 
GREETING      
The presiding minister and those gathered greet each other. 

 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The presiding minister shares announcements from the Trinity community. 
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GATHERING SONG  Dearest Jesus, at Your Word (ELW 520) 
Those gathered are invited to sing. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 

 
God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to 
overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way 
of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 
 

Word 
 
 
READING: Philippians 2:1-13 
The assisting minister reads the lesson. 
 

A reading from Philippians. 
 
1If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any 
sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of 
the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do 
nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better 
than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the 
interests of others. 5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 6who, though he was in the form of God, 
  did not regard equality with God 
  as something to be exploited, 
 7but emptied himself, 
  taking the form of a slave, 
  being born in human likeness. 
 And being found in human form, 
  8he humbled himself 
  and became obedient to the point of death— 
  even death on a cross. 
 
 9Therefore God also highly exalted him 
  and gave him the name 
  that is above every name, 
 10so that at the name of Jesus 
  every knee should bend, 
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  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11and every tongue should confess 
  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
  to the glory of God the Father. 
 
  12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my 
presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with 
fear and trembling; 13for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will 
and to work for his good pleasure. 
 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL:  Matthew 21:23-32 
The presiding minister reads the gospel. 
 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people 
came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these 
things, and who gave you this authority?” 24Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you 
one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I 
do these things. 25Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human 
origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say 
to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we 
are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 27So they answered 
Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what 
authority I am doing these things. 
 
  28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, 
go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he 
changed his mind and went. 30The father went to the second and said the same; 
and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. 31Which of the two did the will of 
his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 
32For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, 
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but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, 
you did not change your minds and believe him.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON    
The presiding minister delivers the sermon.  
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  Strengthen for Service, Lord (ELW 497) 
Those gathered are invited to sing. 
 

 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
The assisting minister leads the prayers. 

 
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and 
all those in need. 
 
A brief silence.  

 
In all the world, give your church unity. Inspire all the baptized with the mind of 
Christ. Where the church is powerful and where it struggles, shape us with 
humility and obedience so that your love may be at work in us. With the 
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worldwide ecumenical community, today we pray for the churches of Columbia, 
Ecuador, and Venezuela. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 
Your Son took on all of bodily life in our world, even to death. Preserve and keep 
your creation, O God. Mend and redeem places that are polluted and damaged, 
so that all of creation confesses you as Lord. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Turn the nations toward life. Where our ways are unfair, give us new hearts and 
new spirits. Where sin permeates our cultures and institutions, change our minds 
and teach us to trust your authority. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Our lives are yours, O God. Relieve the suffering of those who are ill in body, 
mind, or spirit. Defend the lives and welfare of children who are abused or 
neglected, hungry or exploited, bullied or lonely. We pray especially for Paul, Kim, 
John, Paul, Lisa, Todd, Bruce, Rita, Gerry, Art, Arlene, Ron, Marina and her family, 
and those we name in the silence of our hearts. [a pause]  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Turn this congregation away from our own interests toward the interests of 
others. Fill us with your compassion and sympathy. Bless ministries of care in our 
community; make us into signs of your mercy and justice for our neighbors.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Thank you for those who have gone into the kingdom ahead of us—tax collectors 
and prostitutes, likely and unlikely, obedient and slow to learn. By their witness, 
teach us to confess Jesus Christ as Lord in life and in death. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your 
mercy; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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PEACE 
The presiding minister and those gathered greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 

 
The peace of Christ be with you always.   
And also with you. 
 
 

 
Meal 
 
DIALOGUE 
The presiding minister greets those gathered. 

 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
The presiding minister continues. 

 
We give you thanks, O God, 
that you sowed your Word in Jesus,   
to grow your kingdom here on earth  
and draw us ever near. 
 
Jesus planted mercy wherever he went, 
to reap a greater righteousness.  
He shared bread with outcasts and sinners  
and healed the brokenhearted. 
  
We thank you that on the night before he died for us  
Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks to you,   



8 
 

he broke it, gave to his friends, and said,  
Take, eat, this is my body, broken for you.   
Do this for the remembrance of me.   
 
After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing,   
gave it to his friends, and said,   
Drink this, all of you:  this cup is the new covenant in my blood,   
poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sin.   
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Remembering his dying and rising,  
we offer you this bread and wine,   
and ourselves in grateful service.  
 
Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts 
and all your people here today.   
Breathe your Spirit over all creation   
that together we may cultivate peace   
in every corner of the world.  
 
Then bring us to that blessed mountain 
where with the meek and pure in heart   
we will live forever in blessedness  
as we taste the fruits of heaven. 
 
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ,  
by the inspiration of your Life-giving Spirit,   
we worship you, Creating God,   
in songs of endless praise.   
Blessed are you, now and forever. Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
The presiding minister introduces the Lord’s Prayer. 

 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
 
COMMUNION 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister leads the prayer after communion. 

 
Let us pray. 
 
We give you thanks, gracious God, 
that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare, 
the body and blood of Christ. 
Lead us from this worship, nourished and forgiven, 
into your beloved vineyard 
to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst, 
guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ 
and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

 
 
Sending 
 
BLESSING 
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

 
Mothering God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life.  
Amen. 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
The assisting minister sends us into mission. 

 
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God. 
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the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 
Liturgical texts and music copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #SAS103461. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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Strengthen for Service 
Music © 2006 Augsburg Fortress 
 
Permission to stream copyrighted music in this service is obtained from OneLicense, license #A-724555. In addition 
to the music listed above, it includes:  
 
Come, Ye Thankful People, Come & Now Thank We All Our God (Prelude) 
Arrangement by Thomas Keesecker from The Quiet Harvest © 2019 Birnamwood Publications 
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