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A New Chapter Ahead 

The Rev. Helen Toman, Visitation Pastor 

We are still not back to the lives we have known for years. 

Our world is changed and we are trying to navigate how to 

live in this new reality.  

Each day is different than the day before and we keep 

looking back and wondering if it will ever be the same. I think 

this must be what the folks with Moses thought as they 

wandered the desert! I have never had trouble with change. I 

think that has helped me navigate this pandemic.  

During these last few months I have had some time to think 

and reflect on my life and ministry. Back in June, I informed 

Bishop Michael Pryse that I would be retiring from call. 

(Although I am an employee at Trinity, my call was with the 

Eastern Synod.) Now, I am announcing to you my decision to 

retire from my position at Trinity as visitation pastor.  

It is time for a change. And you, the people of Trinity, are in 

great hands. You, the people of Trinity, have been amazing—

always loving, caring, and so supportive. I know that you will 

make great choices as you continue to move forward in 

mission and ministry.  

To all the Trinity families and seniors I have walked with, 

thank you for allowing me to visit, to minister with you, and 

to share in happy and sad times. You are much loved.  

To Trinity’s Church Council, both in today’s configuration  

and in all the years before, thank you for your support, 

leadership, and love for the people of Trinity and me.  

To Jim Arbuckle and Lynn Thompson, you have been my 

‘rocks’ at times. Thank you. To Pastor Tanya and Jamie 

Courtney, you are the co-workers dreams are made of—the 

ups, the downs, and everything in between. Thank you.  

My ministry at Trinity will conclude at the end of 2020. I look 

forward to a new year, and a new chapter!  
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We offer our congratulations to folks with 

milestone birthdays in October and 

November: Anne Lauridsen (80); Sister 

Anne Keffer (80); and Jim Arbuckle (80)  

We grieve with the Bowman family on the 

death of John Bowman on October 6th.  Blessed are they who 

mourn. 

Sacraments and Seasons 

Trinity is pleased to once again host 

a blood donor clinic this year, even 

during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The blood donor clinic will be held 

on Monday, December 14th from 

2:00 pm to 8:00 pm at Steinmann 

Mennonite Church. This year, 

everyone donating blood must have an appointment. You 

can book an appointment by calling  1-888-2-DONATE (1-888

-236-6283) or you can book online at blood.ca.  

We could use a couple of volunteers to assist with the 

hosting duties. Please contact Ken Seltzer or the church 

office if you are interested. 

Thank you, Ken, for spearheading this important initiative in 

our wider community! 

Blood Donor Clinic 

At the October meeting of the Eastern Synod Council, a 

resolution was approved to convene the 2021 Eastern Synod 

Assembly in an online format. It is anticipated that the Synod 

Assembly will be convened between June 24th and 26th, 

2021. Specific details regarding the meeting schedule and 

registration fees will be available later this year. 

Eastern Synod Assembly 
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Community Partner Projects: Advent 

Stephanie Brubacher, Witness and Outreach 

Advent is traditionally a time of year when we participate in 

many community projects at Trinity.  This year we will 

continue the tradition of generosity in our community, but 

we need to make some small changes to adapt to this 

changing  context.  Here are the upcoming projects: 

 

Warm Woolies 

As in past years, we will be collecting warm mitts, hats, 

gloves and scarves for Wilmot Family Resource Centre.   We 

will collect donations until December 13th. Look for details 

below on how to drop off your donations. 

 

Socks for House of Friendship 

Once again we will be collecting warm men’s socks for House 

of Friendship. You can drop off your donations beginning 

now until December 13th.  Drop off details below. 

 

Christmas Hampers 

We will be collecting donations for families through the 

Wilmot Family Resource Centre once again. Details are being 

finalized by WFRC; please watch the weekly emailer for 

updates as they become available. 

 

Christmas Cheer Cookies 

Pat Schmetzer and Pastor Tanya are working to find a safe 

way to make collect, pack, and deliver these cheerful 

goodies. More information will be available in an upcoming 

emailer. 

 

We Care Bags 

Canadian Lutheran World Relief has recently announced a 

decision to end the We Care program.  In a statement, CLWR 

wrote: "The COVID-19 pandemic has brought new 

complications to We Care and has amplified existing 

challenges to a point where continuing the program in its 

current form would not be a responsible course."  

   

We encourage you to continue to support CLWR through 

designated givings in your Trinity offering or consider the gift 

of a donation to families and friends this Christmas through 

CLWR's Gifts from the Heart program. Details on that 

program can be found at clwr.donorshops.com. 

 

Donation Drop Off Locations 

Donations of warm woolies or socks can be dropped off in 

three locations:  

1. In New Hamburg at the home of Laurie Clarke 

2. In KW at the home of Stephanie Brubacher 

3. At Trinity, either on Sunday morning if you’ve pre-

registered for worship, or through the week in the drop 

boxes in the main entrance stairwell. 

 

Contact the church office if you’re in need of contact 

information for either Laurie or Stephanie. 

As mentioned in the last issue of the Dove, different plans 

were in the works this year for Thanksgiving during the 

COVID-19 pandemic.  

The evening of Sunday, October 18th, a core group of Trinity 

volunteers delivered a Thanksgiving dinner to the 35 

Jamaican guest workers at Pfenning's farms. The gentlemen 

really appreciated the gesture. Thank you to the dedicated 

and generous volunteers. We hope that next year we will be 

able to enjoy dinner together, in-person.  

Jamaican Thanksgiving 
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We’ve been back to in-person worship for a couple of weeks, 

and we’re grateful to those folks who have pre-registered. As 

we mentioned in previous communications, pre-registration 

means we won’t need to turn anyone away at the door on 

Sunday morning.  

To pre-register for a Sunday morning worship service, please 

contact the church office by the previous Tuesday (email 

preferred: mail@telc.ca). That gives us some time to make 

sure that we can assign seats in advance to everyone who 

would like to attend in-person worship. 

Here are some frequently asked questions we receive: 

Will online worship continue?  

Yes! Although our first Sunday back in Trinity’s worship space 

had a couple technical hiccups, we will continue 

broadcasting online for the foreseeable future. We’re 

grateful that folks who prefer to worship from home have 

the opportunity to continue doing so during the pandemic, 

and beyond. 

Why do I have to do a health screening every time I come to 

in-person worship? 

We want to avoid having folks sign waivers and other 

complicated documents. A quick health check-in with each 

worshipper, and acknowledgement of the risk in attending 

an in-person event, shows that Trinity has done its due 

diligence in reducing the risk of spreading COVID-19. 

Why can’t we speak during worship, even the short 

responses? 

While it is difficult to not speak aloud in worship, the risk of 

spreading COVID-19 is amplified by the number of folks who 

are speaking. Also, a facemask that becomes moist from 

speaking can make it more difficult for the wearer to breath. 

The advice to ask worshippers not to speak during worship is 

following the best practices as recommended by public 

health and the Eastern Synod. 

Do I have to pre-register every Sunday? 

Yes, for now. For those folks who have attended an in-person 

worship service, you’ll note that Trinity is taking the physical 

Worship Pre-Registration 

distancing requirements very seriously. As such, the capacity 

for seating folks in worship is greatly reduced. If we didn’t 

know how many folks to anticipate for worship we could be 

in the situation where worshippers might need to be turned 

away.  

Folks are certainly welcome to register every week, should 

they want to worship in-person every week. But, if we were 

to allow, down the road, a “standing order” for seating in 

worship, the onus would be on the worshipper to now let us 

know if they’re not planning on being in worship. If folks 

forgot to tell us they aren’t coming, it’s conceivable we could 

have a nearly empty church with seats reserved for folks who 

didn’t come. 

So, for the time being, reservations are required each week. 

How many people can attend in-person worship? 

This is the question we receive the most often! Quite simply 

the answer is: it depends. Each week, the seating plan is 

drawn up uniquely based on the number of people in each 

household who have pre-registered. A household of 4 or 5 

requires much more space than a household of 1 or 2, for 

example.  

But, for the sake of simplicity, if each household who wanted 

to attend worship has 2 people, we could seat 44 people, not 

including worship leaders. 

What will happen on Christmas Eve? 

Preliminary discussions have been had by the Return to 

Trinity Task Team and the Worship Committee, and we’re 

leaning to an online-only Christmas Eve worship service. 

With the limitation on the number of folks who can attend in

-person, it seems unfair to allow only a few folks in for a 

worship service on this most special night. If we were to add 

enough services to accommodate our typical Christmas Eve 

attendance, we’d need to do 8 to 10 services in this reality of 

physical distancing.  

An online-only option for Christmas Eve means that we can 

accommodate an unlimited number of worshippers, and 

everyone can sing along with Christmas carols from home! 

Jamie Courtney and Return to Trinity Task Team 
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Autumn Changes 

Autumn is a time of change. We see leaves on the trees 

changing from hues of green to a myriad of beautiful colours 

against the blue of the sky. Who does not enjoy strolling 

along a path, kicking the leaves as we go?  As children, I 

fondly remember raking the leaves and spending hours 

jumping into them. I did not then realize how many hours I’d 

have to spend raking and bagging those same leaves. With 

my mind full of images from my youth, the time goes quickly 

out there. Those folks with cottages and trailers find 

themselves spending their time winterizing and saying 

farewell to their summer homes for another season. This 

COVID year, the change from the lake or campground back 

to our homes  brings with it many more changes than usual. 

Perhaps the freedom at the summer place will be replaced 

with more time at home, inside, without the sounds of 

nature all around. It is more important than ever that we 

include in this change, the time and effort to connect with 

family and neighbours by phone, by email, or on sunny days, 

with physically distanced outdoor visits whenever the 

temperature allows. People who have remained home since 

the start of the pandemic have, for the most part, already 

found a way to deal with life in these difficult times. I love 

the time that Pastors Tanya and Helen have spent this 

summer with porch visits, phone visits, and yard visits. They 

have adapted so well to the demands of this year of the 

coronavirus.  They have been role models for all of us. 

Along with these extraordinary changes, this year we at 

Trinity are presented with another change. After nearly 30 

years with us, serving as visitation pastor, particularly 

focused on our more senior members, Pastor Helen has 

submitted her resignation, effective December 31st, 2020. 

For nearly 30 years she has been there, walking beside 

seniors and their families, as they navigate their own life 

changes. Helen was their rock, their support, their 

reassurance in difficult times. She supported them, walked 

with them, prayed for and with them. Now she has decided 

it is her time to retire, to step back, to slow down, to have 

more time for herself and her family. We wish Helen God’s 

blessings as she moves ahead into this next chapter of her 

life. We thank her for all she has meant to us. We have 

valued her work, her attention to members of Trinity, and 

her friendship. She will be missed.  

Some changes brought on by the pandemic have in many 

ways been wonderful for Trinity. The changes from weekly in

-person worship to online worship have been handled 

smoothly, thanks to Jamie and his expertise. The fact that, as 

we return to in-person worship, yet have the option of online 

worship for those who prefer it, is amazing. Our church has 

moved further into the world of technology because of the 

pandemic. This is no small feat! The roads around Trinity 

were scheduled to be done last year, but the plans were put 

on hold. How lucky are we, that we did not have to navigate 

church on all that mud! For months, the streets were ripped 

up, but our online worship continued uninterrupted.  

Diets have always been a part of the autumn change, as folks 

prepared for Christmas. The pandemic has seen a run on 

flour and yeast, so I predict the diets will have to be more 

seriously addressed than ever! Hopefully by now, we have 

figured out how to live in these times, as I think they are the 

new normal. God bless each one of us, as we accept this new 

normal and find ways to deal with change as never before. 

Lynn Thompson, President 

In these pandemic times, we are 

unable to celebrate Pastor Helen's 

many years of service in the usual 

Trinity fashion—with a meal!  

We invite the congregation to 

contribute to a thank you and 

farewell gift to Pastor Helen. The 

gift will be presented at a worship 

service in December. Please clearly 

mark any contribution as 

“Retirement Gift” and send it to the church by mail, or 

alongside your offerings at in-person worship. Contributions 

are not eligible for a tax receipt and need to be received by 

Tuesday, December 1st, 2020.  

A Retirement Gift 
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Financial Update 

Year-to-date figures updated through September 30th, 2020 

Capital Fund carry-over from 2019, not included above, is $14,331 

Carol Murray, congregational council 

2020 General Fund 

 Actual YTD Budget YTD Variance 

Receipts 198,030 207,909 (9,879) 

Expenses 221,185 225,607 (4,422) 

Subtotal (23,155) (17,698) (5,457) 

Estate  
Donations 

82,889 — 82,889 

Total $59,734 ($17,698) $77,432 

 2020 Capital Fund 

 Actual YTD Budget YTD Variance 

Receipts 12,697 11,250 1,447 

Expenses 7,682 11,250 (3,568) 

Total $5,015 $0 $5,015 

Unfortunately, our offerings have continued to fall behind 

the budget that was approved at the Annual Meeting. By 

this point in the year we had hoped to have an income of 

$207,909, and we are presently only at $198,030.   

Our expenses continue to be close to target.  We are doing 

our best to work within the budgeted amounts and save 

wherever possible. Expenses at are $4,422 below budget at 

this point in the year. 

We continue to work on some Capital projects.  As part of 

the construction on Church and Wilmot Streets, we had 

some storm drain repairs done. Over the late summer and 

early fall, we also had most of the tile floors waxed within 

the building, a job that was largely overdue. 

Thank you for your continued support of Trinity’s mission 

and ministry. We are truly blessed. 

 

Gentle Readers 

Church Council News 

Council met on Wednesday, October 21st via ZOOM. 

The Eastern Synod has put out a document called the 

Covenant for the Safe Resumption of In-Person Worship.  This 

covenant is signed by the Rostered Minister and Council 

Chairperson prior to the resumption of in-person worship.  It 

is a document confirming our preparedness and review of all 

guidelines prior to resuming in-person worship.  The Return 

to Trinity Task Team has spent countless hours reviewing the 

Synod guidelines and documents put out by Public 

Health.  They have worked through all aspects of re-entering 

our building, worshiping safely, adhering to safety standards 

and planning for our “new” normal each Sunday.  To this 

group, we are grateful. Trinity is lucky to have such dedicated 

members! 

The Synod also has mission grant money available for 

congregations that have upgraded their worship space in 

order to broadcast services online.  Trinity will be applying 

for some of the grant money to help offset costs. 

Finally, Council would like to say “enjoy your retirement, you 

deserve it!” to Pastor Helen.  She has announced that she 

will be retiring from being Trinity’s visitation pastor at the 

end of the year. Your work became your passion and so 

many Trinity members over the years benefitted from that 

passion. You have been a very special part of Trinity and will 

be deeply missed. Wishing you nothing but peace and 

happiness as you embark on your next chapter! 

Judy Gueguen, Church Council Secretary 

The November selection for the 

Gentle Readers book club is Not My 

Daughter by Barbara Delinsky. The 

group meets again on November 17th 

at 7:00 pm in the Martin Luther 

Room at Trinity.  

All are welcome! Simply come to the 

meeting having read the selection in 

advance. 
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 Lynn Thompson, president ▪ Tanya Ramer, pastor 
Jamie Courtney, parish administrator & minister of music  

Helen Toman, visitation pastor ▪  Brian Racho, sexton  ▪  Heidi Van Schaik, youth worker 
Ron Leonard, honourary assistant pastor ▪ Gywin Murray, emerita director of music 

Journey Interrupted 

Heidi Van Schaik, Youth Worker 

Like so many of our plans for 2020, the planned youth 

gathering for this summer had to be re-imagined. Originally, 

the plan was to postpone to next summer. However, as time 

progressed and with many factors working against the 

planning committee, the difficult decision was made to move 

the EnRoute CLAY gathering to online for next summer. It will 

not be the same as having hundreds of youth and leaders 

gather together in person, but it will hopefully provide more 

people the opportunity to participate in the amazingness of 

CLAY. Stay tuned for details on this one-of-a-kind event. 

In the meantime, youth were given the opportunity to 

participate in a little sneak preview of the fun that is to come 

next year. This online event is called Journey Interrupted, in 

keeping with the theme Bible verse for EnRoute. The theme 

is based off of the Emmaus story. We are all on a journey and 

sometimes that journey doesn’t go as planned (we can all 

relate to that right now). When our journeys are interrupted 

it can be hard to find our way, and often we focus on the 

journey we should have been on, rather than allowing 

ourselves to enjoy the new journey we are on. All of our 

journeys were interrupted this year. There has been sadness, 

there has been loss and grief, but there has also been beauty 

and grace, and there has been creativity and new 

experiences. All of these things are explored in the 45 minute 

video put together by the planning committee. The video 

features the CLAY band, the drama troupe, the keynote 

speaker, some familiar youth faces, and many more special 

guests. Whether you are a youth, a parent, a past CLAY 

participant, or just someone who could benefit from some 

youthful energy and an inspirational message, I highly 

recommend taking the time to watch the Journey 

Interrupted online event. The link to the video can be found 

on the CLAY website: claygathering.ca/interrupted. If you 

take the time to watch it, I would love to hear your thoughts. 

Feel free to email me at hvanschaik@rogers.com and let me 

know what you enjoyed (or didn’t enjoy).  

This interruption is our journey and we are not alone on this 

journey. Jesus is with us on this journey, in the unexpected, 

in the hurt and in the joy. We are not alone and above all, we 

are loved. The following prayer was written as a follow up to 

Journey Interrupted.  

Heavenly God, We know that when we make 

plans, you giggle just a little bit. We know that we 

are not ever fully in charge, but we make plans in 

hope, and forget that sometimes things might not 

work out the way we want them to. We also know, 

without question, that YOU are always with us, 

when things go the way we imagine, and when 

they don’t. We know that you never leave us, or 

forsake us even when we feel at our lowest, or we 

find ourselves in our greatest disappointments. 

Thank you for always being there. Thank you for 

always having us in the palm of your hand, holding 

us close when we need it most. Keep watch over us 

all until we can meet again in person. Amen. 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
All Saints Sunday 
9:30 am  In-Person/Online Worship 
11:00 am Adult Education (ZOOM) 
       Practicing Resurrection 
 

2 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 
 
 
 

3 
9:30 am 
Prayer Circle 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
5:00 pm 
Karate 
 
 
 

4 
 

5 
 

6 
 
 
 
 

7 
 

8 
23rd Sunday after Pentecost 
9:30 am  In-Person/Online Worship 
11:00 am Fellowship (ZOOM) 
11:00 am Confirmation Class (ZOOM) 
 
 
 
Pastor Tanya begins holidays and  
continuing education 

9 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 

10 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
5:00 pm 
Karate 

11 
 
 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
24th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:30 am  In-Person/Online Worship 
11:00 am Adult Education (ZOOM) 
       An Indigenous Elder in  
       Wilmot Township 
 
 

16 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 

17 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
5:00 pm 
Karate 
7:00 pm 
Gentle Readers 

18 
7:00 pm 
Church Council  
 
 
 
 
 
December Dove 
Deadline 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
Reign of Christ 
9:30 am  In-Person/Online Worship 
11:00 am Fellowship (ZOOM) 
11:00 am Confirmation Class (ZOOM) 
 
 

23 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 

24 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
5:00 pm 
Karate 
 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
 
 
 
 
Pastor Tanya 
concludes 
holidays and  
continuing 
education 

29 
1st Sunday of Advent 
9:30 am  In-Person/Online Worship 
11:00 am Adult Education (ZOOM)  
       Mystery of the Incarnation 
 
 

30 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 

 

November 2020 Trinity Church 
New Hamburg 

 

Continuing Education and Holidays 
 

In November, Pastor Tanya will take one week of holidays and her 
two annual weeks of continuing education, wherein she will be 
working on her PhD thesis. She will be off from November 8th to 
28th, inclusive. We look forward to welcoming Pastor Tanya back 
on the 1st Sunday in Advent! 


