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Reformation Sunday 
October 25, 2020 

 

 
Parts in bold are for the participation of at-home worshippers. The assisting minister and presiding 
minister will respond on behalf of in-person worshippers as indicted. 
 

Gathering 
 
PRELUDE  Prelude in Classic Style – Gordon Young 
  
GREETING      
The presiding minister and those gathered greet each other. The assisting minister responds on behalf of 
in-person worshippers. 

 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The presiding minister shares announcements from the Trinity community. 

 
 
GATHERING DIALOGUE  
The assembly stands. The presiding minister and the assembly acknowledge, with both thanksgiving and 
lament, the return to modified in-person worship. The assisting minister responds on behalf of in-person 
worshippers. 
 

God is our refuge and strength,  
a very present help in trouble.  
 
Therefore, we will not fear  
though the earth should change,  
though the coronavirus has its way.  
 
The God of hosts is with us. 
The God of Jacob is our refuge. 
  
We gather with gratitude for the land, the air we breathe,  
and the water that sustains all life;  
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We give thanks for the opportunity to gather as community  
in our places of worship where we remember who we are:  
created in the image of God, Source of life and love,  
joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,  
and set free by the Spirit to be God’s healing in the world.  
 
But our hearts are filled with more than gratitude --  
it is not as it was before the pandemic:  
We come, tentatively, uncertain about our worship practices and the future.  
We know in a new way our deep interconnectedness with all of creation. 
We know better the vulnerabilities of neighbours far and near.  
 
Truthfully, the assurance of your presence within our breath and body  
seems distant when we cannot sing, or hug the children, or share the peace.  
Come, Holy Spirit, come.  
Resonate in our bodies.  
Touch our hearts.  
 
As we cry out and make our prayers this day:  
Be our refuge and strength. 
Be a very present help in these pandemic days.  
 
Widen our imagination with your large vision. 
Equip us to courageously participate in your very present help,  
to be a refuge and strength in our hurting world.  
Amen. 
 
The assembly is seated. 
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GATHERING SONG  A Mighty Fortress is Our God (ELW 505) 
Those gathered at home are invited to sing. The cantor sings on behalf of in-person worshippers. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 

 
Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the 
church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us 
steadfast in your word, protect and comfort us in times of trial, defend us against 
all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 
Word 
 
READING: Romans 3:19-28 
The assisting minister reads the lesson. The presiding minister responds on behalf of in-person 
worshippers. 
 

A reading from Romans. 
 
19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the 
law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held 
accountable to God. 20For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds 
prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 
 
  21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is 
attested by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in 
Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a 
sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show 
his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins 
previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is 
righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 
 
  27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 
works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith 
apart from works prescribed by the law. 
 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 46 
The cantor sings the psalm. At-home worshippers are invited to sing the refrain. 
 

 
 
 
 
GOSPEL:  John 8:31-36 
The assembly stands. The presiding minister reads the gospel. The assisting minister responds on behalf 
of in-person worshippers. 
 

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you 
are truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you 
free.” 33They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never 
been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 
 
  34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a 
slave to sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the 
son has a place there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free 
indeed.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 
SERMON    
The assembly is seated. The presiding minister delivers the sermon. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  Salvation Unto Us Has Come (ELW 590) 
Those gathered at home are invited to sing. The cantor sings on behalf of in-person worshippers.  
 

 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

The assembly stands. The assisting minister leads the prayers. The presiding minister responds on 
behalf of in-person worshippers. 

 
With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, 
and all those in need. 

A brief silence.  

 
Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the 
church is in error, reform it. Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. 
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Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working of the Holy Spirit. 
With the worldwide ecumenical community, today we pray for the churches of 
Canada and the United States. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 
As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for 
this planet as a holy habitation for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands 
recovering from natural disasters of any kind. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own 
land. Free all from slavery and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing 
touch to those who are ill. We pray especially for Bruce, Paul, Kim, Paul, Todd, 
Bruce, Rita, Gerry, Art, Arlene, Ron, Janice, Jill and Josiah, Marina and her family, 
and those we name in the silence of our hearts. [a pause]  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
In this family of faith, we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained 
firm in their commitment to the one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in 
your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for 
our ancestors who have shown us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther 
and those who work for the renewal of the church. We give thanks for those who 
have recently died, especially Anneke [ON-ika]. Comfort all those who are 
bereaved. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we 
pray, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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PEACE 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. The assisting 
minister responds on behalf of in-person worshippers. 

 
The peace of Christ be with you always.   
And also with you. 

 
 
Meal 
 
DIALOGUE 

The presiding minister greets the assembly. The assisting minister responds on behalf of in-person 
worshippers. 

 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
The presiding minister continues. 

 
Jesus was always the guest.  
In the homes of Peter, Jairus, Martha and Mary, Joanna and Susanna,  
he was always the guest. 
At the meal tables of the wealthy where he pled the case of the poor,  
he was always the guest. 
Upsetting polite company, befriending isolated people, welcoming the stranger, 
he was always the guest. 
 
But here, as we gather at this table, he is the host. 
Those who wish to serve and follow him, are first served here by him. 
For this is the table where God intends us to be nourished. 
This is the time when Christ makes us new. 
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So come, you who hunger and thirst,  
for a deeper faith, a better life, for a more just world. 
Jesus, who sat at our tables, now invites us to be guests at his. 
 
On the night that he ate with his disciples before his own death, 
Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it,  
and gave it to his disciples to eat saying, 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink saying, 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
So now we do as Jesus did.  
We take the bread and this wine, 
The produce of the earth  
and proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
We ask, merciful God,  
that you send, in kindness, 
Your Holy Spirit to settle on this bread and wine and us, 
Transforming us from patterns of this passing world,  
and creating in us new hearts of service. 
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ.  
By him, and with him, and in him,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit  
all honor and glory are yours Almighty God,  
now and forever. Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

The presiding minister introduces the Lord’s Prayer. The assisting minister prays on behalf of in-
person worshippers. 

 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The presiding minister addresses the assembly. The assisting minister responds on behalf of in-
person worshippers. 
 

These are the gifts of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

The assembly is seated. The bread is broken for the communion. 

 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
 

At-home worshippers are invited to consume their bread and wine. In-person worshippers will 
receive bread in their pew from the presiding minister, temporarily removing one side of their 
mask to consume the bread. An usher will precede the presiding minister, offering hand sanitizer 
to in-person worshippers. 
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COMMUNION SONG   Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word (ELW 517) 
Those gathered at home are invited to sing. The cantor sings on behalf of in-person worshippers. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assembly stands. The assisting minister leads the prayer after communion. 

 
Let us pray. 
 
We give you thanks, gracious God, 
that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare, 
the body and blood of Christ. 
Lead us from this worship, nourished and forgiven, 
into your beloved vineyard 
to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst, 
guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ 
and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 
Sending 
 
BLESSING 
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

 
God of grace and mercy,  
of healing and wisdom,  
from the shattered pieces of our changed lives  
you have brought us together as community,  
called and gathered,  
within and beyond the walls of this temple.  
As you guide us through times of uncertainty,  
still you continue to cloak your people with joy and awe.  
 
Send us forth from this place  
to bring light for the world,  
food for the hungry,  
comfort to the sick.  
 
And may your holy presence,  
Father +, Son, and the Holy Spirit  
keep us, guide us, and bless us  
as we journey forth from this place. Amen. 
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DISMISSAL 

The assisting minister sends the assembly into mission. The presiding minister responds on behalf of 
in-person worshippers. 

 
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
POSTLUDE  A Mighty Fortress is Our God – Johann Pachelbel 
In-person worshippers are seated.  
Ushers will direct in-person worshippers to the exit, one household at a time. 
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