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A Message from the President 

Lynn Thompson, President 

As you are aware, December marks the end of Pastor Helen’s 

almost 30-year association with Trinity, primarily in the role 

of visitation pastor for our elderly members. Pastor Helen 

has performed a valuable service to the members of Trinity 

and she will be missed. At our November Council meeting, 

we discussed best moves going forward. While finding 

someone to assist Pastor Tanya with visitation is vital, 

Council would like to take a step back and examine other 

possibilities, in order to best support Pastor Tanya’s work in 

the whole church.  

One possibility would be to explore the availability of a half-

time pastor who would assist with visitation but take a bigger 

role in other areas, including worship. This would serve 

Trinity well, and would ease the load that has been carried 

by Pastor Tanya since she arrived at Trinity. Obviously, a 

decision of this kind will need to be made after more careful 

discussion at Council. We are well aware of the implications 

for our budget, among other things. This knowledge has 

given us cause to pause, to continue to talk, to further 

investigate options before taking next steps. Rest assured 

that no decision around increasing a second pastor’s role 

beyond visitation would be finalized without congregational 

approval, likely at the Annual Meeting. We would of course 

need to flesh out the new role in greater detail before 

seeking congregational approval.  Then we would have to 

find the best candidate to fit that role following 

congregational approval. This whole process could take 

several months.  

In the interim, Council will hire a short-term visitation pastor, 

the role filled by Pastor Helen over the years. Your patience, 

understanding and prayers for our Pastor and Council are 

important as we begin this whole process. Once again, let me 

assure you that the process will be transparent, that we will 

keep the congregation in the loop. Should Council conclude 

that a half-time pastor is the best ongoing solution, the final 

decision will be in the hands of the congregation as a whole. 

Thank you for your prayers and support at this important 

time. 
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At their meeting on November 18th, Trinity’s Church Council 

elected to suspend in-person worship effective immediately. 

As anticipated, Waterloo Region was then subsequently 

moved to the Red Level, or “control” level, as outlined in the 

Province of Ontario’s COVID-19 response framework. 

Church Council and Trinity's Return to Worship Task Team 

will continue to monitor the rapidly changing situation in 

Waterloo Region and provide updates related to in-person 

worship in the weekly emailer as needed. In the meantime, 

online worship, broadcast from Trinity’s worship space, will 

continue Sundays at 9:30 am on Facebook.  

In-Person Worship Suspended 

At the November Council meeting, it was agreed that Trinity 

continue to offer all education opportunities online until mid

-March, when the opportunity for gathering will be 

reassessed for the remaining program year through end of 

May. 

Adult learning happens via Zoom (alternating with fellowship 

each week). Confirmation class is twice per month on Zoom. 

Faith Adventures lessons are sent to families with children 

via email each week. 

 

Education Programming 

Offering envelopes for 2021 are now available and will start 

to be distributed with this issue of the Trinity Dove 

newsletter (for those who receive a print copy). Per Church 

Council, the number of offering envelopes has been greatly 

reduced to reflect those envelopes that are actually being 

used. As such, most folks will notice that their envelope 

number has changed. Please do not begin using 2021 

envelopes until January. 

If you do not receive envelopes and would still like to receive 

some, please contact the church office. We do have extras 

available. 

Offering Envelopes 
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As I sit down to write the December Dove article, we've just 

experienced the first snowfall of the season. It has sent 

people scrambling to book car tire appointments, to ask their 

kids to start creating Christmas lists, and to wonder what 

Christmas will look like this year with extended families. The 

countdown is on, just five weeks, and the stress is just 

ramping up. 

It seems odd to be thinking about Christmas—the time has 

gone by so quickly and yet dragged so slowly throughout this 

2020 year. But as you have heard me say many times, this is 

my favourite time in the church year. As the days feel longer 

and the darkness settles in earlier, the words we hear from 

scripture throughout the season of Advent are words of 

hope, anticipation, expectation, and waiting. 

Let me paraphrase a few pieces of the gospel we will read 

throughout Advent: 

Advent 1 - "But in those days, after that suffering, the sun 

will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light” (Mark 

13:24) – that feels a little familiar this past year, and yet, 

“Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will 

come.” (Mark 13:33) – we are entering into a time of 

anticipation and expectation. 

Advent 2 – the story of John the Baptist, preparing the way 

for Jesus to come among us. “…the voice of one crying out in 

the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 

straight,'" (Mark 1:3) – reminds us of the opportunity we 

have each day to prepare for Jesus to enter into our daily 

living. The season of Advent reminds us of the importance of 

preparing ourselves to receive Christ into our midst, and not 

to get too stressed out about making sure Christmas is 

perfect. 

Advent 3 – Brings us the Magnificat, Mary’s song (Luke 1:46b

-55). A young girl, not yet wed, but engaged, who finds 

herself to be an unlikely vessel for bringing Emmanuel into 

the world. It is a song that births hope in the midst of 

uncertainty, a song of trust in the midst of shaming, a song 

that invites us each into this incredible story of God coming 

among us, becoming one with us. 

Advent 4 – is the backstory to John and Jesus, as told 

through the remarkable exchange between their mothers 

(cousins). Elizabeth, beyond childbearing years, and Mary, a 

young girl, each given the authority to proclaim this good 

news, not through their words, but through their bodies and 

the witness of the Holy Spirit. 

Just four short weeks to prepare ourselves to hear the 

familiar stories of God’s Word being birthed into the world, 

birthed into our hearts, and infused into our mission. 

Lutheran theologian, Paul Tillich once wrote:  

“Our time is a time of waiting; waiting is its 

special destiny. And every time is a time of 

waiting, waiting for the breaking in of eternity. 

All time runs forward. All time, both history and 

in personal life, is expectation. Time itself is 

waiting, waiting not for another time, but for 

that which is eternal.”  

(An Advent Sourcebook, Ed. Thomas J. O’Gorman, Liturgy 

Training Publications, 1988)  

Let us join together, in our time and our space of waiting, for 

that which is eternal to be birthed into our midst. 

A Time of Waiting 

The Rev. Tanya Ramer, Pastor 

A Note of Thanks 

The Rev. Tanya Ramer, Pastor 

I want to take a moment to say a heartfelt thank you to 

Pastor Helen Toman. I have had the privilege to work with 

her for only a short time, but I have valued her friendship 

and partnership in ministry. She has served Trinity well over 

her numerous years of ministry, most importantly in her role 

as visitation pastor. 
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A COVID Christmas 

Christmas is just around the corner, and what a special 

Christmas this will be! It promises to be like no other. We 

might not have snow, but then again it might be a white 

Christmas. We might gather with friends and family, but then 

again, our gatherings this year might be Zoom visits. For 

sure, it will be a COVID 19 

Christmas – our first ever. I 

always think that when we get 

a first anything, we need to 

make it very special. Trinity 

has a long tradition of making 

every Christmas special. We 

reach out to others at all times 

throughout the year, but 

especially at Christmas. This 

year, perhaps it is more 

important than ever to do all 

we can to spread the 

Christmas cheer. In this Dove, 

you will read about many of 

our traditional methods of 

reaching out, along with a 

couple of changes in the ways 

in which these events have 

been forced to change. As 

Keith and I wrestled with the 

fact that our big family 

gathering could not happen 

this year, I felt very sorry for 

myself. I know I will miss the 

gang, the too-much-food, the 

giggling and laughing that 

accompany these social times. 

Then I began searching for 

ways to make this Christmas 

the start of a new and very special tradition. On Facebook, I 

found the idea you see here: a Reverse Advent Calendar. 

Many of us remember Advent Calendars from years gone by. 

Sometimes they were wee pockets of chocolate, one pocket 

to be opened and enjoyed each day during Advent. I 

remember an Advent train, with a small trinket in each car of 

the train. In Sunday School, we had an Advent calendar with 

a series of small acts of kindness, one to be completed each 

day in the season. What can you remember about your 

Advent calendar?   

The more I think about it, the more this idea of a Reverse 

Advent Calendar makes 

great sense. It allows me to 

take the focus off me, and all 

that I cannot do this COVID 

Christmas, and to put the 

emphasis instead on others, 

those in need in our 

community. On Christmas 

morning, I can feel happy 

that I have made even a 

small difference in the life of 

someone else. Any effort we 

can make to share our gifts 

is a step in the right 

direction. So – we in our 

house will follow the 

Reverse Advent Calendar in 

December, with one small 

change. We will try to 

complete the calendar a few 

days in advance, to allow the 

food bank to distribute the 

items by December 25th.  

Perhaps you would like to 

join us. If so, and you cannot 

get your items to the food 

bank (I called and Sobeys 

will accept them in New 

Hamburg), give me a call at 

226-220-9389. Keith and I will happily arrange to pick up 

your donations and get them delivered in time for Christmas.  

Together, we can make this COVID Christmas a very special 

Christmas indeed. 

Lynn Thompson, President 
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Will you be alone or lonely this Christmas? 

Wilmot Family Resource Centre and local churches are 

providing a free Christmas Day dinner! Dinners will be 

individually packaged and can be picked up at Steinmann 

Church or delivered to your home. Registrations for the 

dinner must be completed by December 15th.  Please see 

wilmotfamilyresourcecentre.wordpress.com under “Events” 

or call WFRC at 519-662-2731 to register. 

Trinity has made a financial donation to help support this 

valuable community program. 

Christmas Day Dinner 

Youth News 

Heidi Van Schaik, Youth Worker 

Since March, our ability to meet as a youth group has 

obviously been impacted. At first glance, we can easily see all 

the negatives that have come out of COVID-19 and 

subsequent changes we have had to make, and things we are 

missing out on. But, if you look a little closer, there are many 

opportunities that have also presented themselves, and 

some of these forced changes have actually opened doors.  

For instance, the ability to participate in worship online 

allowed Alison and I to sit in my car, in a soccer field parking 

lot, and worship… before she jumped out to go warm up for 

a soccer game. That would not have been possible a year 

ago, and we would have missed church that Sunday. In 

August, CLAY went online for a preview of next year’s online 

gathering and youth from across Canada were able to join in, 

regardless of where they were, or whether they (or their 

church) could afford for them to attend CLAY. For our Youth 

at Trinity, we have been working at staying connected and 

have tried different things. Sidewalk chalk, acts of kindness, 

our Messages of Hope video, participating in Bridges VBS 

online and an online games night have all been successful.  

We have also used this time to learn about a variety of 

different topics. From learning more about Martin Luther, to 

similarities between Anglicans and Lutherans, LGBTQ+ 

awareness, racial injustices, mental health, various Bible 

stories, and so many more… we have explored and learned 

together. And most recently, we are now learning Sign 

Language! Together, we are learning key phrases that we can 

use in church, including the Lord’s Prayer!   

Stay tuned, Trinity… there is some exciting learning ahead for 

you, too, and the youth are excited to share their newest 

project with you! 

Advent Evening Prayer 

Traditionally, our Trinity 

community would have 

gathered for a simple soup 

supper and Evening Prayer 

service  each week during 

Advent. 

This year, we will gather 

online for a short meditative 

Evening Prayer service on 

three Wednesdays in Advent: 

December 2nd, 9th and 16th. 

Join us at 6:30 pm each of 

these evenings for a live broadcast on our Facebook page. 

We hope that maintaining this Trinity tradition will keep 

some familiarity in an unfamiliar time.  Join us for candle 

lighting, scripture, and song. 

We anticipate the January-February-March issue of Eternity 

for Today will arrive by mid-December. Eternity for Today is 

the daily devotional from the ELCIC featuring lay and 

rostered writers from across Canada. To request your copy, 

please contact Jamie in the church office. 

Eternity for Today 

A reminder that hats, mitts, and scarves for Wilmot Family 

Resource Centre, and men’s socks for House of Friendship, 

are due by December 13th. They can be dropped off at 

Trinity, or by contacting Stephanie Brubacher or Laurie 

Clarke. 

Warm Woolies and Socks 
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Financial Update 

Year-to-date figures updated through October 31st, 2020 

Capital Fund carry-over from 2019, not included above, is $14,331 

Carol Murray, congregational council 

2020 General Fund 

 Actual YTD Budget YTD Variance 

Receipts 219,166 229,728 (10,562) 

Expenses 244,553 249,212 (4,659) 

Subtotal (25,387) (19,484) (5,903) 

Estate & 
Securities  
Donations 

87,970 — 87,970 

Total $62,583 ($19,484) $82,067 

 2020 Capital Fund 

 Actual YTD Budget YTD Variance 

Receipts 13,975 12,500 1,475 

Expenses 10,553 12,500 (1,947) 

Total $3,422 $0 $3,422 

Unfortunately, our givings have continued to fall behind the 

budget that was approved at the Annual Meeting.  By this 

point in the year we had hoped to have an income of 

$229,728 and we are presently only at $219,166.  This gives 

us a short fall of $10,562. 

On a more positive note, we were also very fortunate to 

have received additional generous one-time donations from 

gifts of securities to the General Fund, totaling $5,081. 

Our expenses continue to be close to target. We had 

budgeted to spend $249,212 by this time in the year and 

have only spent $244,553. 

We continue to work on some Capital projects. We had 

applied for and received a small ELFEC grant to replace 

some of the fluorescent lighting around the church. The 

grant covered half of the cost. This work has now been 

completed. 

As we approach the end of the year, please consider 

reviewing your financial stewardship to the Church. Let's 

work toward a balanced budget at the end of the year! 

Thank you for your continued support.  We are truly 

blessed. 

Trinity is pleased to once again host a blood donor clinic this 

year, even during the COVID-19 pandemic.  

The blood donor clinic will be held on Monday, December 

14th from 2:00 pm to 8:00 pm at Steinmann Mennonite 

Church. This year, everyone donating blood must have an 

appointment. You can book an appointment by calling  1-888

-2-DONATE (1-888-236-6283) or you can book online at 

blood.ca.  

We could use two more volunteers to assist with the hosting 

duties for one hour each. Please contact Ken Seltzer or the 

church office if you are interested. 

Blood Donor Clinic 

Normally in the December Dove we would announce the 

date of the Annual Meeting to be held in the first part of the 

following year. This year, we are waiting for some 

forthcoming advice from Synod office on how that meeting 

might be best conducted during the pandemic. Stay tuned! 

We will proceed with preparing the Annual Report as usual 

though. Content to be included with the Annual Report 

should be submitted by Monday, January 4th to the church 

office. Annual Reports will be made available for review at 

least two weeks prior to the Annual Meeting, once that date 

is decided. 

Annual Meeting and Reports 
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Church Council News 

Council met on Wednesday, November 18th via Zoom. 

As I write this, Waterloo Region is bracing to potentially be 

moved from the current orange level to red. As the number 

of COVID-19 cases locally continue to rise, our Return to 

Trinity Task Team continue to provide guidance to Council. 

Council has made the difficult but necessary decision to 

suspend in-person worship until further notice beginning on 

Sunday November 22nd. Online worship services will 

continue and for that we are grateful. 

With Christmas fast approaching, the Wilmot Family 

Resource Centre and local churches are organizing a 

Christmas Day dinner program for people who are alone or 

lonely. Trinity will provide financial support to help achieve 

the goal of providing 125 meals to area residents. 

While the road work on Church Street begins to wind down, 

work on the church properties continue.  The catch basin and 

new sanitary line have been installed and floor waxing is now 

complete. The fall cleanup of leaves is done and the flower 

gardens are ready for winter. We have a snow removal 

contract in place for the season but here’s to hoping for a 

“gentle” winter. 

Judy Gueguen, Church Council Secretary 

 Lynn Thompson, president ▪ Tanya Ramer, pastor 
Jamie Courtney, parish administrator & minister of music  

Helen Toman, visitation pastor ▪  Brian Racho, sexton  ▪  Heidi Van Schaik, youth worker 
Ron Leonard, honourary assistant pastor ▪ Gywin Murray, emerita director of music 

Tax receipts for the year ending December 31st will be 

available in time for distribution with the February 

newsletter. 

All offering received at the church office by December 30th 

at 9:00 am will appear on your 2020 statement. Offerings 

received after this deadline will be processed in January. 

Year-End Tax Receipts 

Normally at this time of year, we’d be advertising the 

Optimist Christmas Breakfast in support of Community Care 

Concepts. 

With the ongoing pandemic, the breakfast will not happen 

this year. If you would care to make a charitable donation to 

support the work of Community Care Concepts, you may 

contact them at 519-662-9526. CCC also has a secure drop 

box outside their office located at Trinity. 

Thank you for supporting the good work of CCC in our wider 

community! 

Community Care Concepts 

Trinity forgoes a January issue of Trinity Dove, and returns to 

our publication schedule with a February issue.  

Stay up-to-date with Trinity happenings in weekly emailer, 

sent each Friday. If you’re not currently receiving the emailer 

and would like to, you can sign up on Trinity’s website at 

www.telc.ca/emailer. 

Winter Publishing Break 

Christmas Eve Worship 

This year, we gather online for Christmas Eve worship on 

Thursday, December 24th at 7:00 pm. Like Sunday mornings, 

the service will be broadcast on our Facebook page. While 

we will miss gathering in-person, we still worship, pray, and 

sing as we celebrate the incarnation. 

There will not be worship on Christmas Day. 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
9:30 am 
Prayer Circle 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
12:00 pm 
Worship  
Committee 
5:00 pm 
Karate 

2 
6:30 pm 
Advent Evening 
Prayer 

3 
 

4 
 
 

5 
 

6 
2nd Sunday of Advent 
9:30 am  Online Worship 
11:00 am Fellowship (ZOOM) 
11:00 am Confirmation Class (ZOOM) 

7 
 

8 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
5:00 pm 
Karate 

9 
6:30 pm 
Advent Evening 
Prayer 
 
 

10 
 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
3rd Sunday of Advent 
9:30 am  Online Worship 
       with Farewell to  
       Pastor Helen 
11:00 am Adult Education (ZOOM) 
       Embracing Mystery 
 
 

14 
2:00 pm to 
8:00 pm 
Trinity Blood 
Donor Clinic at 
Steinmann 
 
SYNOD  
ORDINATION 
SERVICE 

15 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
5:00 pm 
Karate 
 

16 
6:30 pm 
Advent Evening 
Prayer 
7:00 pm 
Church Council  
 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
4th Sunday of Advent 
9:30 am  Online Worship 
11:00 am Fellowship (ZOOM) 
11:00 am Confirmation Class (ZOOM) 
 
 

21 
 

22 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
 

23 
 

24 
Christmas Eve 
7:00 pm 
Online Worship 

25 
Christmas Day 
No worship 

26 
 
 

27 
1st Sunday of Christmas 
9:30 am  Online Worship 
 
 

28 
Church Office 
Closed 

29 
Church Office 
Closed 
 

30 
9:00 am 
Last chance for 
2020 offerings 
to be received 

31 
 

 

December 2020 Trinity Church 
New Hamburg 

 

Blood Donor Clinic 
 

Don’t forget to book your 
donation appointment for 
December 14th by calling 1-
888-236-6283 or you can 
book online at blood.ca.  


