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23rd Sunday after Pentecost 
November 8, 2020 

 

 
Parts in bold are for the participation of at-home worshippers. The assisting minister and presiding 
minister will respond on behalf of in-person worshippers as indicated. 
 

Gathering 
 
PRELUDE  This is My Father’s World – Zach Unke  
 
  
GREETING      
The presiding minister and those gathered greet each other. The assisting minister responds on behalf of 
in-person worshippers. 

 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The presiding minister shares announcements from the Trinity community. 
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GATHERING SONG  Praise to the Lord (ELW 844) 
Those gathered at home are invited to sing. The cantor sings on behalf of in-person worshippers. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 

 
O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the words of 
your Son. Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

 
Word 
 
READING: Wisdom of Solomon 6:12-20 
The assisting minister reads the lesson. The presiding minister responds on behalf of in-person 
worshippers. 
 

A reading from the Wisdom of Solomon. 
 
 12Wisdom is radiant and unfading, 
 and she is easily discerned by those who love her, 
 and is found by those who seek her. 
 13She hastens to make herself known to those who desire her. 
 14One who rises early to seek her will have no difficulty, 
 for she will be found sitting at the gate. 
 15To fix one’s thought on her is perfect understanding, 
 and one who is vigilant on her account will soon be free from care, 
 16because she goes about seeking those worthy of her, 
 and she graciously appears to them in their paths, 
 and meets them in every thought. 
 17The beginning of wisdom is the most sincere desire for instruction, 
 and concern for instruction is love of wisdom, 
 18and love of wisdom is the keeping of wise laws, 
 and giving heed to wise laws is assurance of immortality, 
 19and immortality brings one near to God; 
 20so the desire for wisdom leads to a kingdom. 
 

 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL:  Matthew 25:1-13 
The assembly stands. The presiding minister reads the gospel. The assisting minister responds on behalf 
of in-person worshippers. 
 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten 
bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them 
were foolish, and five were wise. 3When the foolish took their lamps, they took no 
oil with them; 4but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom 
was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight there was a 
shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7Then all those 
bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give 
us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise replied, ‘No! there 
will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy 
some for yourselves.’ 10And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and 
those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door 
was shut. 11Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 
12But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ 13Keep awake therefore, for 
you know neither the day nor the hour.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 
SERMON    
The assembly is seated. The presiding minister delivers the sermon. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  All Who Love and Serve Your City (ELW 724) 
Those gathered at home are invited to sing. The cantor sings on behalf of in-person worshippers.  
 

 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

The assembly stands. The assisting minister leads the prayers. The presiding minister responds on 
behalf of in-person worshippers. 

 
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s 
power on the church, the world, and all in need. 
 
A brief silence.  

 
Holy God, rouse us to deep praise as we gather for worship. Enliven our worship 
with sincere and heartfelt song. Sustain the work of all church musicians and 
artists who lead us in praise and prayer. With the worldwide ecumenical 
community, today we pray for the churches of New Zealand and Australia. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.  
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Holy Creator, surprise and delight us with the beauty of the world you have made. 
Bless the work of landscapers, architects, and artists whose work invites us into 
harmonious living with your creation. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.  
 
Holy Judge, let justice roll down like waters over this world. Reign over the 
courtrooms of every land, in the hearts of those who guard the law and those 
who stand accused of crimes. Be present in cases where we long for both justice 
and mercy to prevail. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.  
 
Holy Companion, console those who feel lonely or abandoned. Share the hours of 
those who live and eat alone. Comfort those who have few friends or who 
struggle with their identity and place in this world. Today, we pray especially for 
Bruce, Linda, Paul, Del, Kim, Paul, Todd, Bruce, Rita, Gerry, Art, Arlene, Ron, 
Janice, Jill and Josiah, Marina and her family, and those we name in the silence of 
our hearts. [a pause]  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.  
 
Holy Protector, be with all observing Remembrance Day this week. Guard the 
lives of active duty and retired military personnel. Comfort all who mourn those 
who have died in the line of duty. Heal the wounds, both physical and mental, 
experienced by service members.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.  
 
Holy and Immortal One, we pray in thanksgiving for the lives of all who have died. 
Remind us of the frailty and shortness of our own lives and inspire us to use them 
for the building up of your kingdom. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.  
 
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when 
you gather all creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever. 
Amen. 
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PEACE 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. The assisting 
minister responds on behalf of in-person worshippers. 

 
The peace of Christ be with you always.   
And also with you. 

 
 
Meal 
 
DIALOGUE 

The presiding minister greets the assembly. The assisting minister responds on behalf of in-person 
worshippers. 

 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
The presiding minister continues. 

 
We give you thanks, Father, 
through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, 
whom you sent in this end of the ages 
to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will. 
 
He is your Word, inseparable from you, 
through whom you created all things, 
and in whom you take delight. 
He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb. 
He there took on our nature and our lot 
and was shown forth as your Son, 
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born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary. 
He, our Lord Jesus, fulfilled all your will 
and won for you a holy people; 
he stretched out his hands in suffering 
in order to free from suffering those who trust you. 
 
He is the one who, handed over to a death he freely accepted, 
in order to destroy death, to break the bonds of the evil one, 
to crush hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous, 
to establish his covenant, and to show forth the resurrection, 
taking bread and giving thanks to you, said: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, 
we take this bread and cup, 
giving you thanks that you have made us worthy 
to stand before you and to serve you as your priestly people. 
 
Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church; 
gather into one all who share this bread and wine; 
fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, 
that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ; 
through whom all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father, 
with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever. 
Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
The presiding minister introduces the Lord’s Prayer. The assisting minister prays on behalf of in-person 
worshippers. 

 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The presiding minister addresses the assembly. The assisting minister responds on behalf of in-
person worshippers. 
 

These are the gifts of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

The assembly is seated. The bread is broken for the communion. 

 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
 

At-home worshippers are invited to consume their bread and wine. In-person worshippers will 
receive bread in their pew from the presiding minister, temporarily removing one side of their 
mask to consume the bread. An usher will precede the presiding minister, offering hand sanitizer 
to in-person worshippers. 

 
 

COMMUNION MUSIC   Aria in E♭– Wayne L. Wold 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assembly stands. The assisting minister leads the prayer after communion. 

 
Let us pray. 
 
Lord Jesus, 
in this simple meal you have set a banquet. 
Sustain us on the journey, 
strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children, 
and give us glad and generous hearts 
as we meet you on the way.  
Amen. 

 
Sending 
 
BLESSING 
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

 
May the God of all creation, 
in whose image we are made, 
who claims us and calls us beloved, 
who strengthens us for service, 
give you reason to rejoice and be glad! 
The blessing of God, 

Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, 
be with you today and always. Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 

The assisting minister sends the assembly into mission. The presiding minister responds on behalf of 
in-person worshippers. 

 
Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE  Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme – Johann Gottfried Walther 
In-person worshippers are seated.  
Ushers will direct in-person worshippers to the exit, one household at a time. 
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New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 
Liturgical texts and music copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #SAS103461. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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Hymn texts and music are in public domain, except the following, reprinted by permission under OneLicense, 
license #A-724555. 
 
Praise to the Lord 
Text and music © 1972 Ron Klusmeier 
 
All Who Love and Serve Your City 
Text © 1969 Stainer & Bell Ltd., admin. Hope Publishing Company 
Arrangement © 2006 Augsburg Fortress 
 
Permission to stream copyrighted music in this service is obtained from OneLicense, license #A-724555. In addition 
to the music listed above, it includes:  
 
This is My Father’s World by Zach Unke© 2017 Augsburg Fortress 
 

Aria in E♭ by Wayne L. Wold © 2016 Augsburg Fortress 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Lynn Thompson, president ▪ Tanya Ramer, pastor 
Jamie Courtney, parish administrator & minister of music 

Helen Toman, visitation pastor ▪ Heidi Van Schaik, youth worker ▪ Brian Racho, sexton 
Ron Leonard, honourary assistant pastor ▪ Gywin Murray, emerita director of music 

 
   

 
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church ▪ 23 Church Street ▪ New Hamburg, Ontario ▪ N3A 1J1 

Phone (519) 662-1810 ▪ E-mail mail@telc.ca ▪ Web www.telc.ca 


