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24th Sunday after Pentecost 
November 15, 2020 

 

 
Parts in bold are for the participation of at-home worshippers. The assisting minister and presiding 
minister will respond on behalf of in-person worshippers as indicated. 
 

Gathering 
 
PRELUDE  Praeludium and Fugue in A minor – Johann Caspar Simon  
 
  
GREETING      
The presiding minister and those gathered greet each other. The assisting minister responds on behalf of 
in-person worshippers. 

 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The presiding minister shares announcements from the Trinity community. 
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GATHERING SONG  Oh, Happy Day When We Shall Stand (ELW 441) 
Those gathered at home are invited to sing. The cantor sings on behalf of in-person worshippers. 
 

 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 

 
Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples, and 
you give us all that we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom, and 
prepare us for the joy of the day of your coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 
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Word 
 
READING: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
The assisting minister reads the lesson. The presiding minister responds on behalf of in-person 
worshippers. 
 

A reading from First Thessalonians. 
 
1Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not 
need to have anything written to you. 2For you yourselves know very well that the 
day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3When they say, “There is peace 
and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come 
upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! 4But you, beloved, are not 
in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; 5for you are all children of 
light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. 6So then let 
us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; 7for those 
who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. 8But since 
we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and 
love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9For God has destined us not for 
wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died for us, 
so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. 11Therefore 
encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing. 
 

 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
GOSPEL:  Matthew 25:14-30 
The assembly stands. The presiding minister reads the gospel. The assisting minister responds on behalf 
of in-person worshippers. 
 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 14“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned 
his slaves and entrusted his property to them; 15to one he gave five talents, to 
another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 
16The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with 
them, and made five more talents. 17In the same way, the one who had the two 
talents made two more talents. 18But the one who had received the one talent 



4 
 

went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19After a long 
time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20Then the 
one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, 
saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more 
talents.’ 21His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you 
have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; 
enter into the joy of your master.’ 22And the one with the two talents also came 
forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made 
two more talents.’ 23His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy 
slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many 
things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 24Then the one who had received the 
one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, 
reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; 
25so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have 
what is yours.’ 26But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did 
you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? 27Then 
you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would 
have received what was my own with interest. 28So take the talent from him, and 
give it to the one with the ten talents. 29For to all those who have, more will be 
given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even 
what they have will be taken away. 30As for this worthless slave, throw him into 
the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ ” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 
SERMON    
The assembly is seated. The presiding minister delivers the sermon. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  As Saints of Old (ELW 695) 
Those gathered at home are invited to sing. The cantor sings on behalf of in-person worshippers.  
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

The assembly stands. The assisting minister leads the prayers. The presiding minister responds on 
behalf of in-person worshippers. 

 
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s 
power on the church, the world, and all in need. 
 
A brief silence.  

 
Lord of the church, ignite your people with the passion of your love. By the fire of 
your Holy Spirit, unify us across ministries, congregations, and denominations, 
and refine us to participate in your activity throughout the world. Empower us to 
risk greatly in your abundant love. With the worldwide ecumenical community, 
today we pray for the churches of East Timor, Indonesia, and the Philippines. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.  
 
Lord of creation, we stand in awe at the works of your hands especially the 
brilliant and colorful sunrises and sunsets that brighten our days.  We praise you 
for the beauty of rivers and lakes, mountains, hills and valleys. Bless the earth for 
your glory and restore its integrity where exploitation has caused ruin. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.  
 
Lord of the nations, sound forth your justice in the ears of all leaders. Enliven us 
to be in unity with one another instead of division and lay out paths of peace in 
lands where violence and war rage on. Increase support for those who are most 
vulnerable. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.  
 
Lord of all in need, search out all who cry to you in distress. Scatter the heavy 
clouds of depression and anxiety, chronic illness, injury, unemployment, and 
loneliness with your radiant light. Today, we pray especially for Bruce, Linda, Paul, 
Del, Kim, Paul, Todd, Bruce, Rita, Gerry, Art, Arlene, Ron, Janice, Pat, Jill and 
Josiah, Marina and her family, and those we name in the silence of our hearts. [a 
pause] Send us as encouragement and signs of your healing. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.  
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Lord of the stranger, stir up holy restlessness in us to extend love to those at the 
margins. Release our desire for control and open us to learn from the 
perspectives of others.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.  
 
Lord of the living and the dead, we give you thanks for all the saints at rest from 
their labors. Rouse us to live by their example, that saints yet to come may also 
know your love. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.  
 
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when 
you gather all creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
PEACE 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. The assisting 
minister responds on behalf of in-person worshippers. 

 
The peace of Christ be with you always.   
And also with you. 

 
 
Meal 
 
DIALOGUE 

The presiding minister greets the assembly. The assisting minister responds on behalf of in-person 
worshippers. 

 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
The presiding minister continues. 

 
We give you thanks, Father, 
through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, 
whom you sent in this end of the ages 
to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will. 
 
He is your Word, inseparable from you, 
through whom you created all things, 
and in whom you take delight. 
He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb. 
He there took on our nature and our lot 
and was shown forth as your Son, 
born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary. 
He, our Lord Jesus, fulfilled all your will 
and won for you a holy people; 
he stretched out his hands in suffering 
in order to free from suffering those who trust you. 
 
He is the one who, handed over to a death he freely accepted, 
in order to destroy death, to break the bonds of the evil one, 
to crush hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous, 
to establish his covenant, and to show forth the resurrection, 
taking bread and giving thanks to you, said: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, 
we take this bread and cup, 
giving you thanks that you have made us worthy 
to stand before you and to serve you as your priestly people. 
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Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church; 
gather into one all who share this bread and wine; 
fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, 
that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ; 
through whom all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father, 
with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
The presiding minister introduces the Lord’s Prayer. The assisting minister prays on behalf of in-person 
worshippers. 

 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The presiding minister addresses the assembly. The assisting minister responds on behalf of in-
person worshippers. 
 

These are the gifts of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

The assembly is seated. The bread is broken for the communion. 
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
 

At-home worshippers are invited to consume their bread and wine. In-person worshippers will 
receive bread in their pew from the presiding minister, temporarily removing one side of their 
mask to consume the bread. An usher will precede the presiding minister, offering hand sanitizer 
to in-person worshippers. 

 
 
COMMUNION SONG   O Christ the Same (WOV 778) 
Those gathered at home are invited to sing. The cantor sings on behalf of in-person worshippers. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assembly stands. The assisting minister leads the prayer after communion. 

 
Let us pray. 
 
Lord Jesus, 
in this simple meal you have set a banquet. 
Sustain us on the journey, 
strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children, 
and give us glad and generous hearts 
as we meet you on the way.  
Amen. 

 
Sending 
 
BLESSING 
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

 
May the God of all creation, 
in whose image we are made, 
who claims us and calls us beloved, 
who strengthens us for service, 
give you reason to rejoice and be glad! 
The blessing of God, 

Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, 
be with you today and always. Amen. 
 
 
DISMISSAL 

The assisting minister sends the assembly into mission. The presiding minister responds on behalf of 
in-person worshippers. 

 
Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
POSTLUDE  Trumpet Tune – John Stanley 
In-person worshippers are seated.  
Ushers will direct in-person worshippers to the exit, one household at a time. 
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