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Reign of Christ 
November 22, 2020 

 

 
 

Gathering 
 
PRELUDE  Crown Him with Many Crowns – Zach Unke  
 
  
GREETING      
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.  

 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The presiding minister shares announcements from the Trinity community. 
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GATHERING SONG  O God Beyond All Praising (ELW 880) 
At-home worshippers are invited to sing.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 

 
Almighty God, you raised Christ from the dead and established him as Lord over 
every rebellious power. Give us grace to serve him wisely and faithfully that the 
world may see his glorious inheritance among the saints  and recognize the 
freedom of joyful obedience in Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

 
 
Word 
 
READING: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 
The assisting minister reads the lesson.  
 

A reading from Ezekiel. 
 
11Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them 
out. 12As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered 
sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which 
they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13I will bring them 
out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them 
into their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the 
watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. 14I will feed them with 
good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they 
shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the 
mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make 
them lie down, says the Lord GOD. 16I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the 
strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat 
and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice. 
 
  20Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge between the 
fat sheep and the lean sheep. 21Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and 
butted at all the weak animals with your horns until you scattered them far and 
wide, 22I will save my flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge 
between sheep and sheep. 
 
  23I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed 
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them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. 24And I, the LORD, will be their 
God, and my servant David shall be prince among them; I, the LORD, have spoken. 
 

 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
PSALM 95:1-7 
The cantor sings the psalm. At-home worshippers are invited to sing the refrain. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL:  Matthew 25:31-46 
The presiding minister reads the gospel.  
 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all 
the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations 
will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a 
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33and he will put the sheep at his 
right hand and the goats at the left. 34Then the king will say to those at his right 
hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world; 35for I was hungry and you gave me food, I 
was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 
welcomed me, 36I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took 
care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ 37Then the righteous will answer 
him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and 
gave you something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a stranger and 
welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And when was it that we saw 
you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell 
you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family 
you did it to me.’ 41Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are 
accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his 
angels; 42for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
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nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you 
did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then they 
also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a 
stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ 45Then he will 
answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, 
you did not do it to me.’ 46And these will go away into eternal punishment, but 
the righteous into eternal life.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 
SERMON    
The assembly is seated. The presiding minister delivers the sermon. 
 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  Christ is the King! (ELW 662) 
At-home worshippers are invited to sing.  
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
The assisting minister leads the prayers.  

 
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s 
power on the church, the world, and all in need. 
 
A brief silence.  

 
Sovereign of all, train our ears to hear your cry in the needs of those around us. 
Bless all social ministries of the church through which we seek to serve others as 
we ourselves have been served. With the worldwide ecumenical community, 
today we pray for the churches of Brunei, Malaysia, and Singapore. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.  
 
You cause rain to fall on the just and unjust alike. Direct our use of creation to 
provide for the needs of all people in ways that are sustainable for the earth. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.  
 
Bring peace to every place where conflict rages. Grant opportunities for ending 
divisions among us and usher in your reign of unity and reconciliation. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.  
 
Heal the divisions we erect between us and release us from systems of oppression 
and prejudice. Restore our capacity to see your image in those whose dignity we 
have stripped away. Comfort all those who grieve, accompany those who are 
alone, and ease the pain of all who suffer in any way. Today, we pray especially 
for Bruce, Linda, Paul, Del, Kim, Paul, Todd, Bruce, Rita, Gerry, Art, Arlene, Ron, 
Janice, Pat, Jill and Josiah, Marina and her family, and those we name in the 
silence of our hearts. [a pause]  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.  
 
Pour out the gifts of your Spirit on children and youth throughout the church. 
Sustain those who work in children’s ministry, youth ministry, and campus 
ministry as they nurture the gifts of young people.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.  
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Thank you for saints now departed who fed the hungry, clothed the naked, and 
tended to the sick. Inspire us by their example, that we may see your presence in 
those in need around us. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.  
 
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when 
you gather all creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
PEACE 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.  

 
The peace of Christ be with you always.   
And also with you. 

 
Meal 
 
DIALOGUE 
The presiding minister greets the assembly. 

 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
The presiding minister continues. 

 
Blessing, honor, and glory are yours, O God, 
eternal source of all creation. 
You are mightier than the thunder of waters,  
mightier than the waves of the sea. 
You are majesty on high. 
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Yet when the time was right 
you sent your Son, 
a vulnerable infant of low estate, 
to testify to the truth of power 
made known in your embracing love. 
 
Jesus came to raise up the poor 
and cast down the mighty. 
He taught us, like no other, 
that your kingdom is one of forgiveness, 
where human needs are daily met 
and we are set free for love. 
 
On the night before he died for us 
Jesus gathered his friends for a meal. 
He took bread, gave you thanks, broke it, 
gave it to them, and said: 
Take, eat, this is my body 
which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
After supper he took the cup; 
when he had given thanks, 
he gave it to them and said: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood 
poured out for the forgiveness of sins; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering all that he has done for us, 
his life, death, and resurrection, 
we offer you our praise and thanks. 
Send your Holy Spirit upon our celebration, and us, 
that we may be fed with the body and blood of your Son 
and be filled with your life-giving Spirit. 
 
Unite us in Christ and one to another 
from every tribe, people, language, and nation 
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to reveal your justice in the world, 
and crown us with your holy wisdom 
that we may we never lose sight of your reign of peace. 
  
All this we ask through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Savior, 
who with you and the Holy Spirit 
reigns in glory, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
The presiding minister introduces the Lord’s Prayer.  

 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The presiding minister addresses the assembly.  
 

These are the gifts of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

The assembly is seated. The bread is broken for the communion. 

 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 

At-home worshippers are invited to consume their bread and wine.  
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister leads the prayer after communion. 

 
Let us pray. 
 
Lord Jesus, 
in this simple meal you have set a banquet. 
Sustain us on the journey, 
strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children, 
and give us glad and generous hearts 
as we meet you on the way.  
Amen. 
 
 

Sending 
 
BLESSING 
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

 
May the God of all creation, 
in whose image we are made, 
who claims us and calls us beloved, 
who strengthens us for service, 
give you reason to rejoice and be glad! 
The blessing of God, 

Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, 
be with you today and always. Amen. 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
The assisting minister sends the assembly into mission.  
 

Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
POSTLUDE  Chant Heroique – Gordon Young 
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