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Baptism of Our Lord 
January 10, 2021 

 

 
 

Gathering 
 
PRELUDE  Holy Spirit, Light Divine – Healey Willan 
 
  
GREETING      
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.  
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The presiding minister shares announcements from the Trinity community. 
 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 
 
The presiding minister addresses the assembly. 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2 
 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 

Holy God,we give you thanks for your grace revealed through water. 
Before time, at the beginning of creation, 
your Holy Spirit moved across the face of the deep, dark waters  
and from chaos you brought forth light and land and every living thing, 
declaring them good. 
 
When the world fell into wickedness and rebellion,  
you saved Noah in the terrible, scouring flood;  
by light refracted in the water of clouds,  
you made the rainbow a sign of your covenant  
never to abandon the earth and its inhabitants  
to the destructive curse of evil. 
 
You led the Hebrews through the waters of the Red Sea, 
freeing them from slavery in Egypt, 
and led them through the waters of the Jordan River, 
bringing them to your promised land of milk and honey. 
 
To the waters of that same Jordan River, 
your Son Jesus came to be baptized by John, 
as the Holy Spirit anointed him to proclaim salvation for the world.  
 
Send your Holy Spirit to bless the water of this font. 
Let it be for us the water of new creation, the cleansing flood, 
the covenant rainbow, the Red Sea of victory, the anointing of salvation. 
Let it be our Jordan River,  
through which we become one with Jesus Christ in his baptism,  
receiving the promise you have opened to people of every time and nation; 
for we pray through Christ who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God forever and ever. Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG  Baptized and Set Free (ELW 453) 
At-home worshippers are invited to sing.  
 

 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 

 
Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the 
waters. Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may 
follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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Word 
 
FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1-5 
The assisting minister reads the lesson.  
 

A reading from Genesis. 
 
1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a 
formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God 
swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there 
was light. 4And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from 
the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And 
there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
 
SECOND READING: Acts 19:1-7 
The assisting minister reads the lesson.  
 

A reading from Acts. 
 
1While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came 
to Ephesus, where he found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive 
the Holy Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even 
heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then he said, “Into what then were you 
baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 4Paul said, “John baptized with 
the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to 
come after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were baptized in the 
name of the Lord Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit 
came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied—7altogether there 
were about twelve of them. 
 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
At-home worshippers are invited to sing. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL:  Mark 1:4-11 
The presiding minister reads the gospel.  
 

The holy gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean 
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were 
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed 
with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild 
honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; 
I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have 
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 
  9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in 
the Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens 
torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from 
heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 
SERMON    
The presiding minister delivers the sermon. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  Down Galilee’s Slow Roadways (ACS 916) 
At-home worshippers are invited to sing.  
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
The assisting minister leads the prayers.  

 
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the 
church, the world, and all people in need. 
 
A brief silence.  
 

We pray for the church throughout the world and its leaders, that guided by the 
Holy Spirit they proclaim the forgiveness of sins. With the worldwide ecumenical 
community, today we pray for the churches of Iran, Iraq, and Syria. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.  
 
We pray for wilderness and water, wind and wild beasts, and all living things on 
earth, that God’s goodness is revealed through creation and faithful stewards 
care for all God has made. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.  
 
We pray for the nations of the world and their leaders, for laborers busy both day 
and night, and for peacemakers amid strife, that God inspire all people to use 
their strength wisely. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.  
 
We pray for the sick and those who provide medical care, for the imprisoned and 
those who show them mercy, for the lonely and those who provide 
companionship, and for all who suffer. We pray especially for Linda, Paul, Kim, 
Rita, Art, Arlene, Carl, Ron, Paul, Janice, Pat, and Josiah, and those we name in the 
silence of our hearts. [a pause]  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.  
 
We pray for all who worship with us today: those gathered in this space, around 
kitchen tables, and in front of computer screens, from St. Louis, Missouri to 
Bridgewater, Nova Scotia to New Hamburg, Ontario. Descend on us, that we may 
share your grace and peace in the world. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.  
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We pray in thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their labors, 
especially Ken. Through their faithful witness, inspire us in our baptismal 
vocations. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.  
 
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of 
the one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
 
PEACE 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.  

 
The peace of Christ be with you always.   
And also with you. 

 
 
Meal 
 
DIALOGUE 
The presiding minister greets the assembly. 

 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
PREFACE 
The presiding minister continues. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 



9 
 

in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
At-home worshippers are invited to sing. 
 

 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
The presiding minister continues. 

 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: 
you we praise and glorify, you we worship and adore. 
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You formed the earth from chaos; 
you encircled the globe with air; 
you created fire for warmth and light; 
you nourish the lands with water. 
You molded us in your image, 
and with mercy higher than the mountains, 
with grace deeper than the seas, 
you blessed the Israelites and cherished them as your own. 
That also we, estranged and dying, 
might be adopted to live in your Spirit, 
you called to us through the life and death of Jesus. 
 
In the night he ate with his disciples before his death, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Together as the body of Christ, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
With this bread and cup we remember your Son, 
the first-born of your new creation. 
We remember his life lived for others, 
and his death and resurrection, which renews the face of the earth. 
We await his coming, 
when, with the world made perfect through your wisdom, 
all our sins and sorrows will be no more. 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
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Holy God, holy and merciful one, holy and compassionate, 
send upon us and this meal your Holy Spirit, 
whose breath revives us for life, 
whose fire rouses us to love. 
Enfold in your arms all who share this holy food. 
Nurture in us the fruits of the Spirit, 
that we may be a living tree, sharing your bounty with all the world. 
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
Holy and benevolent God, 
receive our praise and petitions, 
as Jesus received the cry of the needy, 
and fill us with your blessing, 
until, needy no longer and bound to you in love, 
we feast forever in the triumph of the Lamb: 
through whom all glory and honor is yours, O God, O Living One, 
with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
The presiding minister introduces the Lord’s Prayer.  

 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The presiding minister addresses the assembly.  
 

These are the gifts of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 

At-home worshippers are invited to consume their bread and wine.  

 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister leads the prayer after communion. 

 
Let us pray. 
 
Christ Jesus, 
at this table we have feasted on your very life 
and are strengthened for our journey. 
Send us forth from this banquet 
nourished in body and in spirit 
to proclaim your good news 
and serve others in your name.  
Amen. 
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Sending 
 
BLESSING 
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

 
God the creator strengthen you; 
Jesus the beloved fill you; 

and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace.  
Amen. 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
The assisting minister sends the assembly into mission.  
 

Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
POSTLUDE  Come, O Almighty King – Healey Willan 
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