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Honouring Grief & Living in Hope
The Rev. Tanya Varner, Pastor
It’s hard to believe that we have been living with pandemic
grief for almost a year now.
Last March, I packed the bags, as I always do, and boarded a
plane to Nova Scotia with my kids to enjoy March Break. It’s
a time to rest and relax, but also visit with my Mom and Dad,
and my brother and his family. As we stepped off the plane,
it became quickly apparent that Nova Scotia would go into
lockdown in the next 24 hours, and Ontario would do so
shortly thereafter. From over 1600 kms away, I would work
with Trinity Council to make the difficult, but necessary
decision to close the doors to the church building, to keep
the congregation safe from the looming pandemic.
We didn’t know that decision was only the beginning of
many months of unknowns, changing rules, adapting to
leading worship in new ways, visiting in creative ways,
lamenting lost opportunities for celebrations, fellowship, and
even the ability to visit with our loved ones. It has been a
year of change and grieving for absolutely everyone. We
should take a moment to acknowledge the one-year
anniversary of this pandemic grief. And so, I offer the follow
prayer from All Creation Sings, the new Evangelical Lutheran
Worship supplement:
Our help comes from you, O Lord,
you who made heaven and earth.
In the midst of grief, you are our comfort.
In the face of uncertainty, you are our rock.
In the wake of tragedy, you are our hope.
So even as we weep, we praise you,
and place our trust in you.
We pray in the name of the one
who suffered and died and was raised for us,
our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Recalling the words from Romans 5, verse 1: ‘Since we are
justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ.’ Whatever these next few months might have in
store for us, I hope and pray we can know peace with God.
Even as things continue to evolve, I trust and believe that
God is in the midst of it all. In our suffering, we have
endured. We have had to dig deep into God’s abundance
and God’s peace, and not rely solely on our own strength.
Through endurance we have rediscovered our character,
remembering our inheritance as children of God. It is that
character bestowed on us by God that produces hope, and
God’s hope does not disappoint.

Annual Meeting
Thank you to everyone in our Trinity community who
attended our Annual Meeting on Sunday, February 7th via
Zoom. A picture with about half of the participants is on the
cover of this issue of the Dove.
We’re grateful that the technology was relatively
straightforward, and offer a special thanks to Rick Ritz and
Pastor Tanya for facilitating the voting and other technical
aspects. Thanks also to our outgoing chair of church council,
Lynn Thompson, for chairing the meeting.

Rite of Confirmation

This has become a regular prayer of mine, because in it, I can
express grief, loss, uncertainty, and lament, all things that
have been, and continue to be, felt during the pandemic.
This prayer also acknowledges our hopes, our desires, our
trust in God to help us move through the grief toward life
and living again. It does not say grief will never happen, it
simply acknowledges that there is grief and there is also
hope of resurrection.

After considering an online option for the Rite of
Confirmation, we decided to delay the previously announced
confirmation service on February 21st. Our confirmands, who
would have been confirmed in Spring 2020, have opted to
wait until we can offer an in-person option once again. Stay
tuned!

March 2021 | page 2

Pastor Tanya on Holidays

A Major Gift

Pastor Tanya will be off from March 1st to 14th, a combination
of holidays and study leave.

The Eastern Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Canada and Martin Luther University College (Luther) are
pleased to announce the gift of a Synod-owned, century old
home in Waterloo to Luther.

Pastor Leanne Darlington, Trinity’s interim visitation pastor,
will be on-call for pastoral emergencies. Pastor Leanne can
be reached directly at 519-801-5316, or call the church office
and follow the phone prompts for pastoral care.
From the Eastern Synod office, we welcome two of the
Assistants to the Bishop, Pastors Doug Reble and Adam
Snook to lead worship on March 7th and March 14th.

“We are deeply grateful to the Synod for this generous gift,”
said Rev. Dr. Kristine Lund, the school’s interim principaldean. “The home, which houses the Delton Glebe
Counselling Centre, is an instrumental part of our work to
provide mental health services to students and the broader
Waterloo Region community.”
The centre, named after the late Rev. Dr. Delton Glebe, an
esteemed former principal-dean, delivered more than 9,700
client sessions in 2020.

Calling All Green Thumbs
Trinity is looking for a couple of folks who might help us with
our flower beds once warmer weather arrives. If you have
some gifts in this area, and a bit of spare time, please contact
Pastor Tanya or the church office.

Beyond Bequests
ELFEC (Evangelical Lutheran Foundation of Eastern Canada),
and the Anglican Diocese of Ottawa are pleased to present a
free webinar on Legacy Giving. Topics will include:
▪

What are some of the options for leaving a gift to a
charity?

▪

Can I leave the proceeds of a life insurance policy to a
charity?

▪

What is a Donor Advised Fund and how does it work?

▪

Can I name my church as a beneficiary on my RRSP or
RRIF?

▪

What is a Charitable Remainder Trust?

▪

Who do I speak with?

Rev. Michael Pryse, bishop of the Eastern Synod, said that he
and the Synod Council are delighted to help strengthen
Luther’s community service through this gift.
“The Glebe Centre, in addition to providing important
training for students in Luther’s Spiritual Care and
Psychotherapy programmes, has also become a vital service
ministry to the community,” said Bishop Pryse who, in his
role as bishop, serves as a non-voting (ex-officio) member of
Luther’s Board of Governors. “By making this gift, the synod
is helping to ensure the longer-term growth and stability of
this wonderful educational and service ministry.”
While Luther is governed by its own board, the school is an
arm of the Eastern Synod. Launched in 1911, Luther is the
founding institution of Wilfrid Laurier University. Through its
academic programs, Luther helps form rostered and lay
ministers for service in the church and prepares citizens to
serve their communities as psychotherapists, spiritual care
workers and in numerous other vocations.

Sacraments and Seasons

The webinar will be held on Tuesday, March 23rd at noon. For
more information, or to register, please visit:
beyondbequests.eventbrite.ca

We offer our congratulations to folks with milestone
birthdays in March: Dorothy Jardin (80) and Merva Zehr (90).
Happy birthday!
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LandBack 1492
TRC Task Team
The TRC Task Team is offering an invitation to those who
would like to support an ecumenical initiative. On Friday,
March 26th we will be delivering a hot meal to those Six
Nations people who are standing their ground, called
LandBack 1492, on land between Caledonia and the Six
Nations reserve. We have decided that we will purchase the
food (largely because of COVID-19, and not having an
industrial kitchen), which will cost upwards of $400 for 30
people. If you would like to donate, cash or a cheque can be
placed in the drop box at the church, or a cheque can be
mailed. All cheques should made out to “Trinity Lutheran
Church” and clearly marked for “LandBack 1492”. (These
contributions are not eligible as a charitable donation.)
Contributions need to be received by Sunday, March 21st.
Should we receive more money than is needed for the food,
it will be donated to LandBack 1492.
Land rights are messy, there is no way to get around it. They
involve treaties which were made many years ago. They
involve the Doctrine of Discovery – which claimed that
European settlers can own whatever land they place their
feet on, here in North America. They involve the way two
different governments choose to govern; one by hereditary
appointment/choice and the other by electing. They involve
having a “nation to nation” conversation – which our
government has promised several times over many decades.
And finally, they involve confrontation, which has often
resulted in loss of liberty and even life.
Whose side are we on? What is “lawful”? Whose law? Our
Task Team has struggled to understand both our history and
how we might help the move toward reconciliation. The
ELCIC has clearly come down on the side of the need for
reconciliation. Support for the United Nations Declaration
on the Rights of Indigenous People (UNDRIP) is clear. The
response to the 94 Calls to Action is strong, and we have
been urged to educate ourselves, to act as is possible, to
help us all move toward reconciliation. The Eastern Synod
has put money into good ways of building relationships and
healing hurts with Six Nations – some according to requests
made by this Team.
We have read, discussed, listened, even offered leadership

here in Wilmot Township. And we have made a decision: to
show our care for those whose struggle has gone on for
centuries. We believe that by taking a hot meal to those who
believe strongly that others are appropriating land that
actually belongs to them — who believe so strongly they are
willing to stand in the face of imprisonment and even loss of
life — we are doing a good thing.

Adult Learning with Tim Louis

On Sunday, February 21st, we were pleased to welcome our
Kitchener-Conestoga MP, Tim Louis, as our guest at Adult
Learning after worship.
Mr. Louis gave us some background on his path to politics,
spoke on a few timely topics, and took questions from our
Trinity participants.
As a follow-up, Mr. Louis and his office provided some
information we can share.
On COVID-19, we’re encouraged to monitor the Region of
Waterloo COVID-19 page for information, including our local
vaccine roll-out: https://bit.ly/3qRDryM
Specific to a question on boil water advisories in Indigenous
communities, here is a link to the Government of Canada’s
updates on resolved and outstanding boil water advisories:
https://bit.ly/3bARRg6
Thank you to our Trinity folks who participated in this Adult
Learning forum!
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Youth News

Church Council News

Heidi Van Schaik, Youth Worker

Judy Gueguen, Church Council Secretary

Attention Grade 5-12 Youth! Come join us online!

Council’s meeting for February is a week later than usual,
due to the date of Ash Wednesday. With the meeting
happening after the printing of the March Dove, there are no
council highlights in this issue.

For the past several months, Trinity has been hosting a
monthly online games night for youth in grades 5 to 12. We
have had a lot of fun gathering on Zoom, seeing each other,
hanging out and playing some games. If you are currently in
grades 5 to 12 and are not receiving our youth emails, please
email Heidi at hvanschaik@rogers.com to get added to the
email list. Feel free to send your ideas of games you would
like to play online!

At the February meeting on the 24th, council will welcome
two new members, elected at the Annual Meeting: Brenda
Grebinski and Pat Schmetzer. Council will also elect officers:
chair, vice-chair, and secretary.
Stay tuned for notable council updates in the emailer.

CLAY - EnRoute
CLAY 2020 was postponed until August 2021 and has been
moved to being an online event. CLAY is focused on
providing ministry to youth between the ages of 14 to 19
years, and this year’s gathering (although very different from
previous CLAY events) will be a great opportunity for youth
from across Canada to experience some of what CLAY has to
offer. This year’s model will include live and pre-recorded
online events and resources. In an effort to make CLAY as
accessible as possible, CLAY 2021 will be offered through a
“pay what you can” model. If you are interested in joining
Trinity online for CLAY 2021, please email Heidi at
hvanschaik@rogers.com. Registration will begin in April. You
are also invited to follow CLAY on social media or their
website, claygathering.ca, for updates regarding CLAY 2021.
Would you like to learn the Lord’s Prayer?
Are you interested in learning a new language? Or a new way
to say the Lord's Prayer? Or maybe you are looking for
something new to do during Lent? Well, look no further… we
have a great solution for you! The youth have been busy
learning how to say the Lord's Prayer in American Sign
Language and have created videos to teach you. Take your
time, have some fun practicing and when we return to inperson worship, we can all participate in safely "saying" the
Lord's Prayer together! Watch Friday’s weekly emailer for
the links to the videos. A new video will be posted every few
weeks, so get practicing! We would love to hear how your
learning is going! Feel free to send us an email or a video of
you doing the Lord’s Prayer yourself! Emails can be sent to
Heidi at hvanschaik@rogers.com. You can see the 1st video
here: youtube.com/watch?v=z5Ck5IjNiMc

Eastern Synod Assembly
The 2021 Eastern Synod Assembly will be held June 25th and
26th using an online format. The theme is Behold: I am Doing
a New Thing!
All rostered leaders under call are delegates. Lay delegates
may be chosen by congregations. Trinity’s church council will
discuss choosing a lay delegate at their February meeting.
The bulletin of reports will be available one month prior to
the Assembly. Check the Eastern Synod webpage at
easternsynod.org for this and other Assembly updates.

World Day of Prayer
The 2021 World Day of Prayer Service for the New Hamburg
area was to have been held at Hillcrest Mennonite Church
on Friday, March 5th. They have confirmed that the service
has been cancelled for this year. However, a video service is
available on line on YouTube WDPIC (just Google it).
The service was written by the women of Vanuatu. It has
local hymns and participants from many countries of the
world, as well as from Vanuatu. It really is a lovely service.
Hillcrest Mennonite is inviting everyone to join them for the
2022 service on March 4th next year. Let's hope that the
pandemic is behind us and we will be able to come together
to attend that service.
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Evening Prayer

News from England

Traditionally, our Trinity community would have gathered for
a simple soup supper and Evening Prayer service each week
during Lent.

Several folks asked
about Pastor Helen
Toman, Trinity member,
and our recently retired
visitation pastor. Helen
and Keith planned to
head to England to be
with their daughter Cali
and son-in-law Daniel
on the arrival of their
first child.

This year, we will gather online for a short meditative
Evening Prayer service on the Wednesdays of Lent until
March 24th. Join us at 6:30 pm each Wednesday for a live
broadcast on our Facebook page, a time of quiet and
reflection with candle lighting, scripture, and song.

Holy Week Journey
Our Lenten journey concludes with Holy Week. We gather
online for worship for the start of Holy Week on Palm/
Passion Sunday, March 28th, at 9:30 am.
We gather online again on Maundy Thursday, April 1st at 7:00
pm for a service with foot washing as we hear Jesus’ new
commandment.
The next morning, April 2nd, we meet online at 10:00 am for
our Good Friday liturgy. As we gather at the foot of the cross,
we hear the Passion of Our Lord according to John.
We celebrate the risen Christ on Easter Sunday, April 4th at
our usual time of 9:30 am.

Due to COVID-19, the flight situation was a bit of a mess,
with Helen and Keith flying out earlier than planned on
January 13th, and now not returning until May. Helen and
Keith were required to quarantine for 10 days in England
before connecting with Cali and Daniel.
The happy news… on February 22nd, Keith’s birthday, they
welcomed Margot Lucy Toman Savage! We offer our
congratulations to Helen and Keith, Cali and Daniel, on this
latest addition to their family.
From Helen: “We are grateful for the prayers and support
from our Trinity family. We send our love from across the
pond, and hope everyone is well during the pandemic”.

Funeral Pre-Planning

Eternity for Today

In the past, Trinity has offered adult education sessions
around funeral pre-planning. It is helpful to families, at the
time a loved one dies, to have a record of their wishes when
planning a funeral with the pastor. Scripture readings, hymn
suggestions, and other ideas are all helpful as part of that
process.

Since the pandemic started, folks haven’t been able to pick
up a copy of Eternity for Today, the daily devotional from the
ELCIC. Each quarter we’ve been delivering the latest issue to
folks who’ve expressed interest in receiving one.

If you have a record of your wishes, please consider sharing
that with Trinity. We’ll keep information on file until it is
needed, or such time as you might wish to make an update.
Please speak to Pastor Tanya if you would like assistance in
thinking about funeral pre-planning.

We’ve developed a pretty comprehensive list of folks who’ve
appreciated getting this resource. We’ll happily deliver or
mail your next issue automatically for April-May-June.
We expect them to arrive at Trinity by mid-March. If you
would like one, and haven’t received one by late March,
please do give us a call. We’ll gladly get one to you!
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Financial Update
Carol Murray, Congregational Council

2021 General Fund
Actual YTD

Budget YTD

Variance

Receipts

19,839

21,647

(1,808)

Expenses

22,530

24,626

(2,096)

Subtotal

(2,691)

(2,979)

288

0

0

0

($2,691)

($2,979)

$288

Estate &
Securities
Donations

Total

2021 Capital Fund
Actual YTD

Budget YTD

Variance

Receipts

1,613

1,417

196

Expenses

0

1,835

(1,835)

$1,613

($418)

$2,031

Total

Our income for January was $19,839. This is a little below
what we had budgeted but this is quite normal for this time
of year. Our expenses of $22,530 were also below what we
had budgeted. This is to be expected since we were still in
lockdown for the entire month of January.
Thanks for your continued support of Trinity's ministries
through your financial offerings.
Thank you, also, to those folks who are able to take a turn
counting offerings during the pandemic. Our regular
schedule of counters has been disrupted for the past year,
so we are grateful to those council members and other
helpers who have been able to meet safely, while physically
distanced, to do the counting.

Year-to-date figures updated through January 31st, 2021
Capital Fund carry-over from 2020, not included above, is $14,331

Daylight Saving Time

Easter Breakfast

Don’t forget to set your clocks one hour ahead before going
to bed on March 13th. Daylight saving time officially begins
on Sunday, March 14th. One plus about the pandemic—if you
forget, no one will notice if show up to online worship in
your pajamas. (You might already be doing that anyway!)

Each spring, Trinity’s youth would normally host our annual
Easter breakfast, and accept donations to our youth fund for
their various programming expenses. With in-person
activities off the table for the foreseeable future, consider an
extra donation to our youth fund this Easter.

Tanya Varner, pastor
Leanne Darlington, interim visitation pastor ▪ Heidi Van Schaik, youth worker
Jamie Courtney, parish administrator & minister of music ▪ Brian Racho, sexton
Ron Leonard, honourary assistant pastor ▪ Gywin Murray, emerita director of music
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March 2021
Sunday

New Hamburg

Monday

1

7

Trinity Church
Tuesday

2

Wednesday

3

Pastor Tanya
10:30 am
on Study Leave Bible Study via
& Holidays
Zoom with
Pastor Leanne

6:30 pm
Evening Prayer

8

9

10

10:30 am
Bible Study via
Zoom with
Pastor Leanne

6:30 pm
Evening Prayer

3rd Sunday in Lent
9:30 am Online Worship with
Pastor Doug Reble,
Assistant to the Bishop
11:00 am Adult Learning

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

4

5

6

11

12

13

19

20

26

27

14

15

16

17

18

4th Sunday in Lent
9:30 am Online Worship with
Pastor Adam Snook,
Assistant to the Bishop
11:00 am Fellowship (Zoom)
11:00 am Confirmation Class (Zoom)

Pastor Tanya
Returns from
Study Leave &
Holidays

10:30 am
Bible Study via
Zoom

6:30 pm
Evening Prayer
7:00 pm
Church Council
Meeting

9:30 am
NVMA
Rostered
Leaders
Meeting

Dove Deadline
(April Issue)

21

22

5th Sunday in Lent
9:30 am Online Worship
11:00 am Adult Learning

23

24

10:30 am
Bible Study via
Zoom

6:30 pm
Evening Prayer

31

28

29

30

Palm/Passion Sunday
9:30 am Online Worship
11:00 am Fellowship (Zoom)
11:00 am Confirmation Class (Zoom)

7:00 pm
TRC Task Team
via Zoom

10:30 am
Bible Study via
Zoom

25

Holy Week Journey
Please join us for online Holy Week
services:
Maundy Thursday
April 1st at 7:00 pm
Good Friday
April 2nd at 10:00 am

