Trinity

DOVE

April 2021

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church
23 Church Street, New Hamburg, ON N3A 1J1
519-662-1810  www.telc.ca  mail@telc.ca

Easter Creativity
The Rev. Tanya Varner, Pastor
For my contribution to the Dove this month, I found it a
struggle to get words on a page, and so I thought I
would do things a little different. Instead of the
traditional written text on a particular topic, in this case
Easter, I have engaged the creative side in me and have
come up with some different resources for entering
into the Easter season: word play, painting,
inspirational quotes, and a favourite hymn. Easter is
more than an experience we have with our heads. It
can be expressed in ways other than our words; it is
found in the creativity of God’s creation. I hope, in this
Easter season, we can all find God in the beauty of
creation, in word and picture, in spring time blossoms.
As we enter into this season, consider posting to the
Trinity Facebook page the pictures or images of Easter
that are meaningful to you.
Alleluia! Christ Is Risen!
Christ Is Risen Indeed! Alleluia!

Try expressing yourself through painting

“The very first Easter taught us this: that
life never ends and love never dies.”
– Kate McGahan

“…Easter promises that
what God does in the
resurrection of Jesus, is
God’s intention for the
entire creation.”
– James A. Harnish
Sing your favourite Easter hymn
For the word puzzle, add your
own Easter words

“Jesus did not come to make God’s
love possible, but to make God’s
love visible.” – Author Unknown
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Church Council News

Indigenous Studies

Judy Gueguen, Church Council Secretary
Council met on Wednesday, March 17th via Zoom.
Trinity members can always be counted on to give of their
time and talents. Laurie Clarke will join the Mutual Ministry
Committee, replacing Barry Kalbfleisch. As well, Brenda
Grebinski, Lois Smith, and Jim Arbuckle will be attending the
2021 Synod Assembly in June as Trinity’s lay delegates.
Finally, thank you to Judy Yutzi for volunteering to care for
our flowerbeds this year. Trinity is truly blessed!
We now have a signed contract with Trillium Glass to install
the storm windows over the stain glass on the west side of
the church this year. It will be wonderful to finish our stain
glass preservation project. As well, you will notice more
colour coming to your Sunday morning worship. Trinity will
be purchasing two sets of binder covers used each Sunday by
the presiding and assisting ministers. Our current red covers
will be replaced with five different colours representing the
church season.
Each year, council members act as liaisons to the various
committees and initiatives at Trinity. For 2021, council
members are fulfilling these roles:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

Council Chair—Al Junker
Council Vice-Chair—Rick Ritz
Council Secretary—Judy Gueguen
Congregation Life—Sandra Jack
Finance & Stewardship—Carol Murray and Rick Ritz
Nurturing Faith (Education) —Brenda Grebinski
Mutual Ministry —Judy Gueguen
Worship Committee—Stephanie Brubacher
Property & Maintenance —Jerry Baan and Mike Gascon
Witness & Service —Pat Schmetzer
Endowment Fund Committee —Al Junker
Return to Trinity Task Team—Stephanie Brubacher

Thank you to our council members who remain so attentive
to the needs of the congregation, even during the pandemic.

Lillian Brubacher, a student and member of Trinity, serves on
Trinity’s TRC Task Team. Lillian shares this message with the
TRC Task Team and wider congregation.
I just wanted to update everyone on my Indigenous studies
course. It's going great and I'm learning a lot!
I have attached a few links, at least the ones that aren't in
French. Check out as many as you want.
Truth and Reconciliation Commission
▪ https://bit.ly/2QTncEm
▪ https://bit.ly/31DFUBK
▪ https://bit.ly/3m72Oep
Keeping Lanugage Alive
▪ https://bit.ly/3cBf7wf
▪ https://bit.ly/3m6osQ1

Camino de Santiago Walk
Virtual Camino de Santiago Walk is a "pandemic pilgrimage"
where you can walk a few kilometres anywhere and record
the distance travelled on your Camino journey map on your
phone, computer, or tablet. This is given by Pastor Albert
Romkema and his wife Anne, of St. John's Lutheran Church,
Petawawa. This 744-kilometre Virtual Camino de Santiago
Walk was done to create a "sense of community" during this
time of COVID-19. To read their full story and for more
information
on
the
Virtual
Camino,
please
visit: easternsynod.org/virtual-camino-de-santiago-walk/
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From the President
Al Junker, chair of Church council
Hello, everyone!
I would like to start by thanking Lynn Thompson for serving
as our president for the past 5 years. She has been a guiding
light, always with a welcoming smile, a helping hand, and a
positive mindset. Lynn has truly left large shoes to fill!

couple of years, I have been writing historical articles for the
Baden Outlook and now the Wilmot Post. I have served on
Wilmot’s Heritage Advisory Committee since 1988, and am a
volunteer gardener with the Wilmot Horticultural Society,
looking after three flower beds in New Dundee for over 20
years. Volunteering has always been important to me.

Although
serving
as
Politics has also been an
president is a new role for
interest of mine and I recently
me, I have been a member at
completed eight years on
Trinity for my entire life and
Wilmot
Township
Council
involved
with
the
serving as the Ward One
congregation in a variety of
councillor. I have been active in
roles. For many years, I
federal politics serving as the
served as adult advisor with
president for our riding
the youth. During that time,
association and was the
we started the tradition of
Southwest Region president for
encouraging
our
young
the Liberal Party of Canada.
people to attend the youth
gatherings which were held
Tammy and I live in New
annually,
alternating
Dundee in a designated heritage
between a synodical and a
house known as the Doctor’s
national event. Some of the
House which was built circa
gatherings we attended were
1850, and served as the doctors’
in
Kingston,
Guelph,
office from the 1870s to the
Vancouver, and Montreal. I
1940s. Last July, I semi-retired
was
on
the
planning
from Sobeys in New Hamburg
committee for Peacefully
and spent three months at the
Al and Pastor Tanya delve into some Trinity history at
Yours in Saskatoon. These
cottage on Papineau Lake,
coffee fellowship, December 2019.
events were Lutheran based.
which is located north of
Today, they are known as
Bancroft. Tammy and I along
CLAY and involve Lutheran
with our dog, Brandy, look
and Anglican youth. For fifteen years, I was part of Trinity
forward to spending even more time this summer in “God’s
Community Players (TCP) serving as a performer and
country”. Some of my many hobbies include photography,
president of the board. I was also on Church Council about
collecting local historical postcards and wooden
30 years ago. Singing has always been an interest going back
woodworking planes, rock hunting at the cottage, and
to high school when I sang in the W-O Glee Club, the
puttering around my gardens.
highlight of which was a tour of Germany fifty years ago. I
Until next time, stay safe, be positive and kind; you never
look forward to being able to once again sing in the church
know what challenges other people are facing.
choir when we are post-COVID.
I have a Masters Degree in history from Wilfrid Laurier
University and enjoy researching local history. For the past
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Youth News
Heidi Van Schaik, Youth Worker
Are you in Grade 5 to 12?
If you answered yes, and are not receiving the youth emails,
please email Heidi at hvanschaik@rogers.com to be added to
the email list. For the past several months, Trinity has been
hosting a monthly online games night for the Youth and we
want you to join us! We have had a lot of fun gathering on
Zoom, seeing each other, hanging, out and playing some
games. We have gotten quite good at playing Among Us and
last month we tackled an online escape room (and we
escaped!) Feel free to send your ideas of games you would
like to play online!
CLAY - EnRoute
CLAY 2020 was postponed until August 2021 and has been
moved to being an online event. CLAY is focused on
providing ministry to youth between
the ages of 14 and 19, and this year’s
gathering, although very different from
previous CLAY events, will be a great
opportunity for Youth from across
Canada to experience some of what
CLAY has to offer. This year’s model will
include live and pre-recorded online events & resources. In
an effort to make CLAY as accessible as possible, CLAY 2021
will be offered through a “pay what you can” model. If you
are interested in joining Trinity online for CLAY 2021, please
email Heidi at hvanschaik@rogers.com. Registration will
begin in April. You are also invited to follow CLAY on social
media or their website claygathering.ca for updates
regarding CLAY 2021.
Have you been practicing the Lord’s Prayer?
The youth have been busy learning how to say the Lord's
Prayer in American Sign Language and have created videos
to teach you. Take your time, have some fun practicing and
when we return to in-person worship, we can all participate
in safely signing the Lord's Prayer together! Not only will we
be able to join together in prayer, we will also be creating a
more inclusive environment! The third tutorial video is now
available, so get practicing! We would love to hear how your

learning is going! Feel free to send us an email or a video of
you doing the Lord’s Prayer yourself! Emails can be sent to
Heidi at hvanschaik@rogers.com Here are the links to the
three tutorial videos.
Part 1: https://bit.ly/3whFr6s
Part 2: https://bit.ly/2OdJmjI
Part 3: https://bit.ly/31zZ6At
Messages of Hope
Last year, the youth of Trinity, New Hamburg and St. Peter’s,
Cambridge joined forces to create a video for our
congregations. This Easter season seems like the perfect time
to share this video again and spread some Messages of
Hope! We hope you enjoy and it brings a smile to your face.
Happy Easter! https://bit.ly/3fvQ3Jg

COVID-19 Vaccinations
We’ve heard about many folks in
our extended Trinity community
who have received a first COVID-19
vaccination. Many of our friends are
also now fully vaccinated! While it
will be a while yet before all age
groups will be fully vaccinated, it is
indeed encouraging to see the light
at the end of the tunnel grow a little brighter each week.
At the time this issue of the Dove went to press, Waterloo
Region Public Health had opened vaccine pre-registration to
folks 60 and older, in addition to other groups already
eligible. To pre-register, please visit:
https://www.regionofwaterloo.ca/en/health-and-wellness/
covid-19-vaccination-pre-registration.aspx
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A Message from the Bishop

Let’s Talk Plastics

The following Easter message comes to congregations in the
Eastern Synod from our Bishop, Michael Pryse.

The Nith Valley EcBoosters (NVEB) would like you to know
that the registration link for Let's Talk Plastics is now
live. https://tinyurl.com/lets-talk-plastics

Dear friends in Christ,

This free family focused webinar will take place on Earth Day,
Thursday, April 22nd from 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm. Although this
webinar has a family focus, we encourage everyone who has
an interest in problems with plastics to register and
participate.

Grace and peace be to you from
God our Father and from our
Lord and Risen Savior Jesus
Christ!
Christ is Risen!
Christ is Risen, Indeed! Alleluia!
I am so grateful for this
opportunity to offer an Easter greeting to you! And I do so
with a heart that is bursting with gratitude.
I am so very thankful for our rostered ministers, musicians
and videographers for all that they have done to proclaim
God’s word and strengthen the bonds that unite us over
these long months of isolation.
I am so thankful for congregational leaders who have faced
the challenges of this pandemic with great courage,
creativity and generosity.
And I am so grateful to you, dear disciples, for your
faithfulness in ensuring that the vital work of Christ’s church
has continued and in many ways grown over the course of
what has felt like a year-long season of Lent.

The webinar will include the screening of "Kids can save the
planet: Plastic is forever", a 20-minute documentary. The
film will be followed by presentations from a local youth
climate advocate and a local waste management
coordinator, and a question and answer session. The NVEBs
are excited about including local young people in the
program by having them submit video or audio clips that
demonstrate their concern about plastic pollution. Some of
the submissions will be featured during the webinar and
more will be displayed on the NVEB website and YouTube
channel. Submissions will be accepted from students in
grades 12 and under until April 16th but an email indicating
interest
should
be
sent
by
April
5th
to
nvecoboosters.events@gmail.com.

Sacraments and Seasons

Dear church, God has blessed and equipped us to be God’s
faithful people in ways none of us would have thought
imaginable and I have never been prouder to be counted
among your number!
May God grant you, and those dear to you, a full and rich
experience of the story of Easter, not a story that we
Christians explain, so much as it is a story that explains we
Christians!
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again!
Bishop Michael Pryse

We offer our congratulations to Ken Schmidt , celebrating his
80th birthday in April. Pictured above are Dorothy Jardin and
Merva Zehr, who had milestone birthdays in March.
We grieve with the Boshart family on the death of Janet
Boshart on March 4th. Blessed are they who mourn.
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Financial Update
Carol Murray, Congregational Council

2021 General Fund
Actual YTD

Budget YTD

Variance

Receipts

39,379

42,817

(3,438)

Expenses

45,462

51,140

(5,678)

($6,083)

($8,323)

$2,240

Total

2021 Capital Fund
Actual YTD

Budget YTD

Variance

Receipts

3,116

2,833

283

Expenses

6,769

2,833

3,936

($3,653)

$0

($3,653)

Total

February's General Fund receipts were very similar to what
they were in January of this year. We are now $3,438
behind what we had budgeted to receive for the first two
months of 2021.
As for our expenses, they are below what we had budgeted
for by $5,678. The majority of these expense savings were in
for interim visitation pastor costs, and routine church
maintenance costs. We had budgeted for a normal start to
the year, but as we all know, nothing is normal about this
year so far!
We have paid the first invoice for the west side church
stained glass window project ($6,769) from our Capital
Fund. As approved at the Annual Meeting, the Endowment
Fund will be transferring $16,800 into our Capital Fund this
year to help pay for this large project.
Thanks for your continued support of Trinity's ministries!

Year-to-date figures updated through February 28th, 2021
Capital Fund carry-over from 2020, not included above, is $14,331

Monday Morning Meetup
Last fall, Pastor Tanya hosted a meetup on the church lawn.
This time of informal, physically-distanced visiting was
appreciated by many! It was nice to see familiar faces after
having been locked-down for months.
Stay tuned about a re-start to those meetups, likely in midMay. We’ll watch the weather forecasts for things to warmup, as well as COVID-19 restrictions on outdoor gatherings.
We look forward to welcoming you for a visit soon!

Al Junker, president ▪ Tanya Varner, pastor
Leanne Darlington, interim visitation pastor ▪ Heidi Van Schaik, youth worker
Jamie Courtney, parish administrator & minister of music ▪ Brian Racho, sexton
Ron Leonard, honourary assistant pastor ▪ Gywin Murray, emerita director of music
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April 2021
Sunday

Trinity Church
New Hamburg
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1

2

Maundy
Thursday
7:00 pm
Online Worship

Good
Friday
10:00 am
Online Worship

Saturday

3

11:00 am
Prayer Vigil
Begins

4

5

6

Easter Sunday
9:30 am Online Worship
10:15 am Fellowship (Zoom)

Church office
closed

10:30 am
Bible Study via
Zoom

11

12

13

2nd Sunday of Easter
9:30 am Online Worship
11:00 am Fellowship (Zoom)
11:00 am Confirmation Class (Zoom)

18

7

8

9

10

14

15

16

17

20

21

22

23

24

10:30 am
Bible Study via
Zoom

7:00 pm
Church Council
Meeting

29

30

10:30 am
Bible Study via
Zoom

19

3rd Sunday of Easter
9:30 am Online Worship
11:00 am Adult Learning

Dove Deadline
(May Issue)

25
4th Sunday of Easter
9:30 am Online Worship
11:00 am Fellowship (Zoom)
11:00 am Confirmation Class (Zoom)

26

27
10:30 am
Bible Study via
Zoom

28

