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Walking the Trail of Life
The Rev. Leanne Darlington, Interim Visitation Pastor

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you
trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the
power of the Holy Spirit. (Romans 15:13)
A couple of weeks ago I went for a walk on one of the local
trails with our dog, Sadie. With so much going on in the
world, I needed some peace and it felt good to get some
fresh air and exercise. It was one of those gorgeous early
spring days, the sun was shining, and the sky was a brilliant
blue colour. There was a bit of chill in
the air from the wind, but the trees in
the bush sheltered us as we travelled
along. The trail was not very busy, so
Sadie and I were able to walk along in
silence save for hearing some birds
call back and forth to one another.
We had walked for about 30 minutes
and had turned around to make our
way back to the start of the trail. As
we began to walk back I noticed a
lady walking ahead of us, she was casually strolling along,
moving from one side of the trail to the other, even stepping
off the trail to get a closer look at whatever she was trying to
see. I caught up to her as we made our way back to our
vehicles. We smiled at one another and I mentioned that it
was a lovely day to be outside. She then asked if I did much
walking on these trails, and if so, did I see any early spring
wildflowers in my travels. I replied that I had not come
across any during my walk that day. (I then realized why she
was crossing the trail and stopping so often!)
She began to explain to me all that she had found on her
walk that afternoon! Red trilliums waiting to burst into
bloom, tiny purple violets were peeking out of the decaying
leaves of the forest floor, and bright yellow star-shaped
blooms lifted their heads towards the sun. As I listened to
her, I asked myself, ‘were we on the same trail?’, as I did not
notice any of the flowers that she spoke of! What else might
I have missed on my walk that day?
We soon said goodbye, (Sadie was getting restless), and I got

in my car to leave. I watched her as she continued on the
trail, moving from side to side inspecting all that she could
see. I smiled, feeling much gratitude and love in sharing that
small moment with a stranger who found hope in the
smallest flowers amongst a forest of green.
I took a few moments to reflect on our encounter. When I
first started my walk I was feeling down, the weight and
noise of the world was feeling heavy on my shoulders like I
am sure it is for so many of you. We are
entering into month 15 of the pandemic and
our world is filled with racism, hate, power,
and greed. It is seeping into our
communities; it divides us and brings fear
and frustration into our lives. It is hard to
feel hope amongst the brokenness that
surrounds us. The chance meeting with a
stranger that sunny afternoon opened my
heart to seeing hope in the world, the hope
that is found in creation, and the hope that
is found in sharing our experiences and
stories to make a difference in the lives of our neighbour.
May we all learn to walk the trail of life a little more casually,
opening our eyes to look for the surprises that God provides
along the way. May we all seek out the stranger and open
ourselves up to a new conversation where we can listen and
learn from one another as a beloved child of God. May we
notice the beauty that God provides in all that is around us
and may we give thanks for the opportunities to do so.

Sacraments and Seasons
We offer our congratulations to folks celebrating milestone
birthdays in May: Ken Seltzer (80), Ron Lippert (80), Millie
Rhem (90), Bill Weichel (90), and Wilson Abraham (95).
Happy birthday, friends!
We grieve with the Shantz and Eichler families on the death
of Marjorie Shantz on April 1st. Blessed are they who mourn.
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Church Council News

Solar Update

Judy Gueguen, Church Council Secretary

Rick Ritz, Church Council

Council met on Wednesday, April 21st via Zoom.

The song lyrics from John Denver sum it up well -- “sunshine
on my shoulders, makes me happy”. The month of March
gave us plenty of reason to be happy! After the lowest
January since installation, our solar installation set a new
record for March. It was very close, but with only 2 hours of
sunlight left on March 31st, we beat the previous record for
March set back in 2015. March is a month with huge swings
from year to year because snow coverage on the panels
varies so much each year. For example, the increase from
March 2020 to March 2021 was 48%!

Our adult learning and confirmation classes have come to an
end as we break for the summer. Along with the nice
weather and warm temperatures comes a list of tasks to be
done around the church. Any help you may be able to offer
would be greatly appreciated.
As we are back to a stay-at-home order in Ontario, churches
have moved from 15% capacity to 10 people. Trinity is in
compliance as we do not have more than 10 people in the
church for our Sunday morning broadcasts.
Trinity will endorse Rick Ritz as a nominee to attend the
ELCIC National Convention in 2022. Rick would be a lay
delegate nominee. We are blessed to have such great
representation! Delegates to the National Convention will be
selected at the Eastern Synod Assembly this June.

WFRC Foodbank
Our friends at the Wilmot Family Resource Centre have an
ongoing need for items for their foodbank program. At this
time, the most needed items are, in order of greatest need:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

Stew and chili
Beans in sauce (ex. pork & beans, brown beans in
tomato sauce)
100% real fruit juice
Hot drinks (tea, coffee for coffee maker or instant)
Crackers
Rice

To drop food donations off at the WFRC office during the
COVID-19 pandemic, please call ahead at 519-662-2731 to
arrange. You may also drop off food donations Monday to
Friday, 9:00 am to 4:30 pm, in the blue food donation tote
bin at the bottom of the wooden ramp at their back door.

After the first 19 days in April, we are on our way to
potentially set another “best April” record. There are a
number of partly cloudy days in the forecast so it is far from
a certainty, but at least the average for the first two-thirds of
the month is in our favour.
Our solar project is a visible symbol to the community of our
commitment to Stewardship of Creation. Since installed in
2013, it has saved 50,000 pounds of carbon dioxide
emissions by generating clean electricity. That’s the
equivalent of planting 677 trees. It also provides Trinity’s
Endowment Fund with income we use to support mission
projects in our congregation, the community, and beyond.

Items may also be left at Trinity in the donation basket in the
stairwell at the main entrance. We will take items over to
WFRC as needed.
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A Visit to 1492 Land Back Lane

Easter Creativity

Carol Merner, TRC Task Team

Like Pastor Tanya did in
her April Dove article,
Carolin and Phil Heinze
engaged their creativity for
Easter, and shared this
picture of their Easter tree
in their home.

On March 26th, I took a drive to 1492 Land Back Lane,
between Six Nations and Caledonia. In the car I had a meal
for thirty people: lasagna, salad, and cookies. Our TRC Task
team had decided to join Christian Peacemakers in their care
for the people from Six Nations who were protesting the
development of twenty-five acres of land adjoining Six
Nations reserve, with a plan to build 218 homes. Steinmann
Mennonite Church has taken several meals there, and
provided good directions for us. KAIROS also supports
Haudenosaunee demands for their rights to free, prior, and
informed consent before any development of their lands are
made; rights which are enshrined in the United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.
It was raining, and the land beside the small building was
muddy, to say the least. When I commented on the rain and
the mud, the gentleman who met us smiled and said: “At
least this is spring… we’ve been here all winter.” Although
there were only a couple of people at the camp site since
there was a meeting at the protest site, I was greeted with
warm hospitality and appreciation. I was presented with a
pamphlet that described the situation and history. It
describes what the Haldimand Tract is, its history, how
Indigenous peoples are financed, and a plea to help move
land claims along. If you would like a copy, just ask.

Their tree of pussy willow
branches adorned with
eggs and butterflies is a
terrific symbol of new life
in the Easter season!

Got Your Jab?

We have since learned that the OPP have expended more
than $16 million on policing this peaceful protest since its
beginning last July, amounting to $90,000 per day. Is this a
good expenditure of tax payers money, we wonder. While at
one point there were blockades created by Six Nations
people, those blockades were removed more than 6 weeks
ago, and when I was there, all was calm and peaceful.

Waterloo Region continues to inch forward with COVID-19
vaccines! At the time this issue of the Dove went to press,
about 35% of eligible adults in the Region had received one
dose, and about 3% of eligible adults are fully vaccinated.

Thank you to everyone who supported us financially for this
meal, and prayerfully in our continued efforts to educate and
move toward healthy relationships with our Indigenous
neighbours.

Pastor Tanya got her first Moderna jab as an eligible faith
leader, and our Minister of Music, Jamie Courtney, got his
first jab of the AstraZeneca vaccine, available to adults 40+ at
many pharmacies and primary care physicians.
If you are eligible for a vaccine, but do not have a computer
to complete an online registration, please don’t hesitate to
ask for some assistance. Call a neighbour or friend, or call
Trinity and we’ll happily assist.
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Youth News
Heidi Van Schaik, Youth Worker
Are you in Grade 5 to 12?

CLAY - EnRoute

If you answered yes, and are not receiving the youth emails,
please email Heidi at hvanschaik@rogers.com to be added to
the email list. For the past several months, Trinity has been
hosting a monthly online games night for the youth and we
want you to join us! We have had a lot of fun gathering on
Zoom, seeing each other, hanging, out and playing some
games. We have gotten quite good at playing Among Us and
last month we tackled an online escape room (and we
escaped!) Feel free to send your ideas of games you would
like to play online!

CLAY 2020 was postponed until August 2021 and has been
moved to being an online event. CLAY is focused on
providing ministry to youth between the ages of 14 and 19,
and this year’s gathering, although very different from
previous CLAY events, will be a great opportunity for Youth
from across Canada to experience some of what CLAY has to
offer. This year’s model will include live and pre-recorded
online events & resources. In an effort to make CLAY as
accessible as possible, CLAY 2021 will be offered through a
“pay what you can” model. If you are interested in joining
Trinity online for CLAY 2021, please email Heidi at
hvanschaik@rogers.com, as we will be registering soon. You
are also invited to follow CLAY on social media or their
website claygathering.ca for updates regarding CLAY 2021.

Have you been practicing the Lord’s Prayer?

ICC Fundraiser
The youth have been busy learning how to say the Lord's
Prayer in American Sign Language and have created videos
to teach you. Take your time, have some fun practicing and
when we return to in-person worship, we can all participate
in safely signing the Lord's Prayer together! Not only will we
be able to join together in prayer, we will also be creating a
more inclusive environment! The third tutorial video has
been posted, and we also created a full-length video, so get
practicing! We would love to hear how your learning is
going! Feel free to send us an email or a video of you doing
the Lord’s Prayer yourself! Emails can be sent to Heidi at
hvanschaik@rogers.com Here are the links to the three
tutorial videos, and the full prayer video.
Part 1: https://bit.ly/3whFr6s
Part 2: https://bit.ly/2OdJmjI
Part 3: https://bit.ly/31zZ6At
Full Prayer: https://bit.ly/2RX66Wv

Interfaith Counselling Centre will be hosting their annual
Silent Auction as an online event, June 1st to 13th.
ICC is accepting gift certificates for their online auction. To
support ICC in their efforts, contact them at 519-662-3092 or
interfaithccsilentauction@gmail.com
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Home Worship Materials

Against White Supremacy

Trinity provides home worship materials to a dozen or so
households who do not have technology to watch our online
Sunday services. These materials contain the sermon,
prayers, readings, and hymns.

In response to the recent posting of White Lives Matter
posters in New Hamburg, Pastor Tanya shared this message
on social media on April 23rd:

If you would like to receive this weekly print-out, we’re
happy to add you to our distribution list. We hand-deliver
most, and mail those further afield.

Spring Clean-Up
Unfortunately, due to COVID-19 precautions and provincial
lockdowns, we are unable to host a traditional Spring CleanUp Day at Trinity, like we might have in other years.
But, we do have a list of jobs that need to be done around
the church! The jobs encompass a variety of skill sets and
ability levels and could largely be done on your own after
making arrangements with Mike Gascon and Jerry Baan, our
“property guys”. However, any jobs that aren’t critical need
to wait until the provincial lockdown order is lifted.
Mike and Jerry have identified these projects as priority:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

Hand rail installation – Trinity Hall
Window caulking – 1957 wing
Door painting – 1957 wing
Other painting – various locations
Removal of rubber mat – old playground area
Weeding/clean-up – courtyard
Shed door repairs
Cleaning globes on outdoor light fixtures
Building wood picnic table
Cleaning two fridges in Trinity’s kitchen
Trip to dump

The congregation of Trinity Lutheran Church condemns the
posting of White Supremacist Posters in Wilmot Township
announcing a White Lives Matter rally on May 8th, in an
undisclosed area in the Township. The posting of these flyers
was done in contravention of the Township’s sign bylaw, and
elicits hate propaganda and divisiveness. White Lives Matter
is a racist response to Black Lives Matter, claiming that the
Black Lives Matter and anti-racism groups are ‘sentencing
(white people) to extinction’ (this from the WLM_Canada
website). This is false information and fake news. The Black
Lives Matter movement was not intended to imply that other
lives do not matter. In a world where Black people are
stigmatized, marginalized, and discriminated against, Black
Lives Matter simply recognizes Black lives matter, too. In the
last year, we have seen that Black and Brown lives are not
treated with the same dignity and equality that White people
have been able to take for granted, and we have much work
to do to bring real and long-overdue change to our
communities.
Trinity Lutheran Church is committed to being a loving and
welcoming community centred in the Good News of Jesus
Christ; Good news that is built on and sustained in God’s
love, not hate; Good News that works toward building one
another up, not tearing each other down; Good news that
speaks out for real and lasting justice and peace for all
people of colour, and not continuing the misbelief that only
white lives matter.
Our Wilmot community is one of inclusivity and openness,
and we stand up and speak together with the community on
issues of racism and white supremacy.

We are also looking for some volunteers to assist with a
grass-cutting schedule. We have equipment at the church,
and need folks who might take a two-week or one-month
turn.
If you are able to assist with any of these projects, please
contact Jerry Baan, Mike Gascon, or the church office.

Monday Meet-Up
We’d hope to announce a schedule for upcoming “Monday
Morning Meet-Ups” on the church lawn in this issue of the
Dove. However, with the stay-at-home order currently in
effect, those plans need to stay on-hold for the time being.
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Financial Update
Carol Murray, Congregational Council

2021 General Fund
Actual YTD

Budget YTD

Variance

Receipts

62,625

65,503

(2,878)

Expenses

71,699

75,676

(3,977)

($9,074)

($10,173)

$1,099

Total

2021 Capital Fund
Actual YTD

Budget YTD

Variance

Receipts

4,419

4,250

169

Expenses

6,769

4,250

2519

($2,350)

$0

($2,350)

Total

With congregational giving lopsided in the second half of
the calendar year, monthly budgets in the first part of the
year almost always reflect a deficit. The good news is that
the deficit is better than projected through the end of
March, at $-9,074 compared to the budget of $-10,173.
Congregational giving is under budget though, with better
than expected expenses making up the difference, and then
some.
We are very grateful to members of Church Council and
others in the congregation who have been taking a turn to
do offering counting through the pandemic. Counting
physically-distanced at Trinity, our counters are doing work
that is essential to us as a church and charitable
organization. We thank folks for their patience in cashing
cheques, since we don’t count as regularly as pre-pandemic
times. Presently, deposits are done every 10 days or so.

Year-to-date figures updated through March 31st, 2021
Capital Fund carry-over from 2020, not included above, is $14,331

Send Us Your Videos: Sharing the Peace
On Pentecost Sunday, May 23rd, our worship service will be
fully pre-recorded, premiering on Facebook at 9:30 am. (The
same as we did on Easter Sunday.)

short, since it’s just that one line, but try to leave a few
seconds of silence before and after you say “Peace be with
you”.

We’d like to see you in our online worship! During the
sharing of the peace, we hope to include folks from the
congregation sharing the peace. To participate, record you or
your household saying “Peace be with you”. The clips will be

Please send your short video clip to the church office at
mail@telc.ca by Sunday, May 16th. We look forward to
seeing you!

Al Junker, president ▪ Tanya Varner, pastor
Leanne Darlington, interim visitation pastor ▪ Heidi Van Schaik, youth worker
Jamie Courtney, parish administrator & minister of music ▪ Brian Racho, sexton
Ron Leonard, honourary assistant pastor ▪ Gywin Murray, emerita director of music
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May 2021
Sunday

2

Trinity Church
New Hamburg
Monday

3

5th Sunday of Easter
9:30 am Online Worship
11:00 am Fellowship (Zoom)

9

4

Wednesday

5

Thursday

6

Friday

7

9:30 am
Prayer Circle
10:30 am
Bible Study via
Zoom

10

6th Sunday of Easter
9:30 am Online Worship
11:00 am Fellowship (Zoom)

16

Tuesday

11

Saturday

1
__________

8

12

13

14

15

18

19

20

21

22

10:30 am
Bible Study via
Zoom

7:00 pm
Church Council
Meeting

9:30 am
NVMA
Rostered
Leaders

28

29

10:30 am
Bible Study via
Zoom

17

7th Sunday of Easter
9:30 am Online Worship
11:00 am Fellowship (Zoom)

Dove Deadline
(June Issue)

23

24

25

Day of Pentecost
9:30 am Online Worship
11:00 am Fellowship (Zoom)

Victoria Day
Church office
closed

10:30 am
Bible Study via
Zoom

30

31

The Holy Trinity
9:30 am Online Worship
11:00 am Fellowship (Zoom)

26

27

