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Tu Me Manques 

The Rev. Tanya Varner, Pastor 

I have always been fascinated with languages. Growing up 

and attending school I took basic French. Following high 

school, I decided that I wanted to try a new language in 

university, so I chose Spanish. It is similar in many ways to 

French, yet different. To this day, although I love both 

languages, I am fluent in neither. I can grasp simple French 

conversations, and I can order quesadillas and beer in 

Spanish — dos quesadillas y dos cervezas por favor. Yes, 

languages are lovely. 

When I was in my first year at seminary, I 

was lucky to be roomed with an Italian 

student who would often speak Italian 

while on the phone. That language was also 

intriguing to me, with some of its words 

similar to that of Spanish, but it too was 

different, including the beauty of the 

accents. My favorite Italian word, and the 

only one I can remember, was testa dura, 

which means hard-headed, or stubborn. 

My roommate liked this word, as she 

thought it sometimes described me 

perfectly. 

Today, I have kids who attend French immersion. It is lovely 

to hear them speak in French, and it is lovely to watch them 

giggle as I try to use simple French words, with a not so great 

accent, to communicate with them when helping with 

homework in these times of online schooling. But recently a 

French phrase popped up on Facebook that has really 

resonated for me. It speaks to people who are missing from 

us, whether because of physical distancing, or because they 

have died, or because they are in hospital and we cannot 

visit. This phrase, for me, sums up what this last year has felt 

like in terms of missing people. The phrase is tu me manques. 

Simply translated, it means I miss you. However, if you dig 

deeper into the translation it more accurately means, you 

are missing from me. Isn’t that lovely? It isn’t just about 

missing someone’s physical presence, but it is about 

recognizing that we are intimately and intricately connected 

to one another, so much so, that when we cannot be 

together in the same physical space, it feels like something 

or someone is missing from our very being.  

This third wave of the pandemic has felt more difficult then 

the first two, perhaps because we are tired of isolating, 

perhaps because we are tired of being extreme introverts, 

perhaps because we are just exhausted mentally. And yet, 

we continue to do what needs doing, so that, when 

restrictions lift, we can come back together 

again and the reunion will be oh so sweet. 

On Pentecost Sunday, May 23rd, we read 

words from scripture reminding us that we are 

never alone. That after Jesus’ ascension into 

heaven to sit at God’s right hand, he would 

send another, the Advocate, so that we would 

always know and be able to trust that God is 

never missing from us. In the hustle and bustle 

and chaos, in the quiet, calm, and 

contemplative, God is with us, God is within 

us. And although we are missing each other 

terribly, God is keeping us connected to the 

body of Christ, the communion of saints, 

through the gift of the Holy Spirit.  

To slightly adjust a beloved hymn from the Evangelical 

Lutheran Worship, “Here the love of God, through Spirit, is 

revealed in time and space” (ELW 641, All Are Welcome).  

May we trust, that even though we are missing from each 

other, we are held in God’s embrace, together!  
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Church Council News 

Council met on Wednesday, May 19th  via Zoom. 

With summer weather here and the loosening of restrictions 

in the near future, many property projects will hopefully 

soon begin. In the next month or so, Trillium Glass will start 

the last leg of the stain glass window preservation project. At 

the same time, brick repair will be done to allow for the 

storm glass.  The locus tree in front of the church will also get 

trimmed.  The youth room will have a new exterior exit door 

installed. Finally, thank you to Bruce Wagler and his 

grandchildren for volunteering to cut the Trinity grass this 

summer! 

A new fundraising policy has been developed for use at 

Trinity. This will consist of two forms, the first being a 

request to initiate a fundraising appeal and the second a 

reporting form. This policy will provide Council with valuable 

information when deciding on what fundraising events 

Trinity will undertake. 

Judy Gueguen, Church Council Secretary 

Planned Giving 

Did You Know? 

ELFEC does not 

charge for Lutheran 

Planned Giving (LPG) 

services. 

LPG’s focus over its many years has surrounded planned or 

legacy giving. Often this has seen the knowledgeable and 

professional staff at ELFEC work with donors to meet 

charitable goals through estate plans. Often LPG 

representatives have customized structured giving solutions 

using bequests (wills), gifts of securities, gifts through 

insurance, and other philanthropic giving vehicles. 

More recently, ELFEC has worked with donors to establish 

personal donor advised funds (DAFs). These incredibly 

flexible charitable giving vehicles allow donors to make a gift 

through ELFEC to any charitable causes they might like. 

Funds can be named, and can be established to provide on-

going support through the gifting of investment income or 

diminished over time through the giving of the principle and 

investment income. 

As ELFEC continues to ‘build for the future’ they’re actively 

exploring working with groups to offer other fundraising 

supports including customized development plans and 

resourcing. ELFEC does so with the knowledge that 

philanthropy and charity are an important spiritual 

dimension for each of us to consider and embrace at the 

right time. 

Learn more about Lutheran Planned Giving (LPG) and ELFEC’s 

fund development support for partners by visiting 

www.ELFEC.ca today. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

On Pentecost Sunday, the Lord's Prayer sign language video 

featuring Trinity’s youth was shared during our worship 

service. But, not only was it shared in our own worship, it 

was also shared during the worship service for Trillium 

Lutheran in Waterloo!  

It is so exciting to have more people learning and practicing 

the Lord's Prayer together! 

From Tim Louis, MP 

In a recent communication, Tim Louis, the Member of 

Parliament for Kitchener-Conestoga, shares this information 

on COVID-19 vaccines: 

To date, more than 19 million vaccine doses have been 

administered to Canadians; in Ontario alone, we've delivered 

over 8,600,000 vaccines.  

All vaccines approved for use in 

Canada are safe, effective, and 

free. The best vaccine for you is 

the one that is available to you 

first. As more age groups start to 

become eligible I encourage 

everyone to register as soon as 

possible and get the vaccine. 

Locally, the Region of Waterloo is responsible for vaccine 

administration… and more than 250,000 vaccines have been 

administered in Waterloo Region. To learn more about the 

eligible age groups in Waterloo Region and how to sign up 

for the vaccine: https://bit.ly/3oQdOOs 

http://www.ELFEC.ca
https://bit.ly/3oQdOOs
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News from ICC 

Home Worship Materials 

Trinity provides home worship materials to a dozen or so 

households who do not have technology to watch our online 

Sunday services. These materials contain the sermon, prayers, 

readings, and hymns.  

If you would like to receive this weekly print-out, we’re happy 

to add you to our distribution list. We hand-deliver most, and 

mail those further afield. 

For the past year, Matthew Isert Bender has served as the 

Interim Executive Director of Interfaith Counselling Centre 

(ICC), whose home is at Trinity. 

Effective May 1st, the “interim” has been removed from 

Matthew’s title, and he has moved into the Executive 

Director role on an ongoing basis. Trinity has offered our 

congratulations to Matthew, who has been a capable partner 

throughout his career at ICC. 

In other news, ICC has an immediate need for a treasurer on 

their board. If your or someone you know is interested in 

serving in this role with ICC, please contact the ICC office: 

519-662-3092. 

And, don’t forget the ICC Silent Auction! Details below and at 

interfaithcounselling.ca. 

Prime Minister’s Path 

Sister Anne Keffer 

The "First People's Group", an Indigenous professional 

group, has been hired by the Wilmot Township Council to 

consult on how to deal with the Prime Ministers' Path in 

Baden. Per action taken by Council, the statue of Sir John A. 

MacDonald has been removed and placed in a secure 

location, and this group has been hired to help the whole 

community decide on next steps. Their recommendations 

are due at the end of June.  

An online Community Voices Forum has been set up to 

gather feedback and share information: https://

bit.ly/3wwpvwz. At this site, you will find a variety of 

background reading, as well as a chance to offer your own 

feedback.  

Emotions over this issue seem to be causing some people to 

be angry with others.  As people of God, we have a strong 

and loving desire to help us move toward healing.  This can 

best be done by participating and allowing our voices to be 

heard.  Please consider participating in this opportunity to 

share your perspectives. 

Pastoral Care 

If you or a loved one are in hospital, please do not hesitate to 

contact the church office or Pastors Tanya or Leanne to let us 

know. Trinity is pleased to offer pastoral care wherever you 

may be. 

https://bit.ly/3wwpvwz
https://bit.ly/3wwpvwz
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Youth News 

Heidi Van Schaik, Youth Worker 

Registration is now OPEN for CLAY – EnRoute  

CLAY 2020 was postponed until August 20th to 22nd, 2021 and 

has been moved to being an online event. CLAY is focused on 

providing ministry to youth between the ages of 14 and 19 

years. This year’s gathering (although very different from 

previous CLAY events) will be a great opportunity for youth 

from across Canada to experience some of what CLAY has to 

offer. This year’s model will include live and pre-recorded 

online events and resources. In an effort to make CLAY as 

accessible as possible, CLAY 2021 will be offered through a 

“pay what you can” model. If you are interested in joining 

Trinity online for CLAY 2021, please email Heidi at 

hvanschaik@rogers.com. Registration is now open, so please 

let Heidi know if you are interested in attending. You are also 

invited to follow CLAY on social media or their website 

claygathering.ca for updates regarding CLAY 2021. 

 

Bridges VBS @ Home 

This July, Bridges VBS will once 

again be posting videos and 

activities online for free via our 

Facebook page and through 

our email list. Our theme will 

be "Bee Kind!" and will focus 

on the Bible verse Ephesians 

4:32 "Be kind and loving to 

each other".  

Each day from July 5th to 9th, 

we will share a variety of fun videos including Bible story 

time, music, skits, crafts, science, games, and more. We will 

be sending out a supply list of simple items needed for the 

crafts and experiments. We will also be making up a limited 

quantity of supply packages, which will be available for pick 

up in Waterloo Region. Local families can register with us 

before June 6th to receive email updates and a free at home 

activity kit. Email bridgesvbs@gmail.com to register. For 

more information, please visit our website 

bridgesvbs.weebly.com. 

Active Bystanders Training 

Have you wondered how to act or speak when you witness 

something you feel is unfair, wrong, or troubling? Here is an 

opportunity to receive training as an "active bystander". 

The Training Active Bystanders (TAB) program helps 

participants recognize when they are bystanders. It teaches 

how bystanders can interrupt harmful actions and generate 

positive action. 

Being an active bystander does not involve aggressive 

confrontation with a person causing harm. Instead, it means 

taking responsible action to help people in need, rather than 

remaining passive and becoming complicit. Through training, 

bystanders gain the competencies they need if they decide 

to take action when they witness something they feel is 

unfair, wrong, or troubling. 

An active bystander workshop will be held via Zoom, with 

two times options. The events are sponsored by Zion United 

Church, Steinmann Mennonite Church, and the Wilmot 

Ecumenical Working Group on Indigenous/Settler Relations. 

▪ Tuesday, June 8th, 7:00 pm to 9:30pm. Register here: 

https://bit.ly/34jlwY1 

▪  Thursday June 10, 1:30 pm to 4:00pm. Register here: 

https://bit.ly/2RK6lVe 

Please register soon, as spots are limited; cost is $20.00 per 

person. Sponsorships are available by emailing: 

sisteranne2010@hotmail.com. 

Sister Anne Keffer 

Eternity for Today 

Copies of the next quarterly issue of Eternity for Today have 

just arrived. Eternity for Today is the daily devotional 

published by the ELCIC, and the next issue covers July, August, 

and September. We’ve maintained a list through the 

pandemic of folks who are interested in receiving a copy, and 

we’ll send your copy along in the coming days. If you’re not 

receiving a copy and would like to, please contact the church 

office. 

https://bit.ly/34jlwY1
https://bit.ly/2RK6lVe
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Tending God’s Creation 

Al Junker, President 

Spring to me is the most exciting time of the year. It marks 

the emergence of a new cycle; one which went to sleep the 

previous autumn. While winter can be a depressing time for 

some with all that cold and snow, in reality it is a time of rest 

and rejuvenation. All the perennial plants which died back in 

the fall are not dead at all. The seeds they have produced 

need the cold of winter to germinate 

in the spring. This is called cold 

stratification and is essential for our 

native perennial plants to survive. Like 

many gardeners, I have taken a 

growing interest in cultivating native 

perennial plants to provide habitat for 

native pollinators. These pollinators 

are essential for the production of 

much of our food, as well as, the 

development of the flowers which we 

all enjoy.  

Gardening helps relax me and feel like 

I am contributing to God’s creation. In 

addition to growing native perennials, 

here and at the cottage, we also have 

a vegetable garden at both places. 

There is nothing like eating fresh 

produce fresh out of the garden. I also 

volunteer with the Wilmot Horticultural Society, looking after 

three gardens which are adjacent to our home in New 

Dundee. Working on these gardens are particularly satisfying 

as this area is part of a walking circle around town and many 

people take the time to remark how beautiful the flowers are 

and to inquire about the different plants and talk about their 

gardens. One plant which gets a lot of attention is the Claire 

de Lune peony which is in bloom around this time of the 

year. The garden has a bench which many people use to rest 

and look out at Alder Lake, New Dundee’s mill pond which is 

located across the street from our home. One woman told 

me that she likes to sit there and enjoy the garden and read 

while her husband fishes on the lake.  

Our gardens are a magnet for all kinds of wildlife and it is a 

very symbiotic relationship. The native perennial plants 

provide a source of nectar for butterflies, act as a host plant 

for the butterfly eggs, and as a food source for the 

caterpillars. While the butterflies take pollen from plant to 

plant, the caterpillars are a food source for the birds and the 

web continues to expand. I grow three types of milkweed: 

butterfly weed with its orange flower, swamp milkweed with 

its red/pink flower; and common milkweed to attract 

Monarch butterflies. Milkweed is the 

host plant for Monarchs and is 

essential for their survival. Unlike its 

name, it is not a weed. The wild 

bergamot attracts all kinds of bees as 

do the black-eyed Susans and the four 

types of coneflower in my gardens. In 

fact, two beekeepers have expressed 

an interest in placing a bee hive on 

our property. We are also visited by 

hummingbirds who are attracted to 

our canna lilies, as well as our 

hummingbird feeders. Other birds 

which frequent our property are red 

winged blackbirds, cardinals, blue 

jays, grosbeaks, four types of 

woodpeckers, scores of finches which 

love echinacea seeds in the fall, 

chickadees, nuthatches, sparrows, 

mourning doves, kingfishers, indigo buntings, Baltimore 

orioles, and the list goes on. The other day as I was cleaning 

up last year’s dead stalks and leaves, I was followed by a 

robin who kept coming back to gather worms for her young. 

We also have a great blue heron who often flies overhead 

and likes to leave giant presents for our gardens, house and 

cars! Opossums, skunks, neighbourhood cats, and of course 

bunnies, mice, squirrels and chipmunks also love our yard 

and who knows what else is around when we are not! 

We have our own little ecosystem which is in large part due 

to our gardens. It is truly rewarding to know that we are 

helping God’s amazing creation. Now if only I could find a 

way to get rid of the rest of our lawn: I’d be in seventh 

heaven! 

 

Claire de Lune peonies from the New Dundee 

gardens tended by Al. 
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 Al Junker, president ▪ Tanya Varner, pastor 
Leanne Darlington, interim visitation pastor ▪ Heidi Van Schaik, youth worker 

Jamie Courtney, parish administrator & minister of music ▪ Brian Racho, sexton 
Ron Leonard, honourary assistant pastor ▪ Gywin Murray, emerita director of music 

Financial Update 

Carol Murray, Congregational Council 

Year-to-date figures updated through April 30th, 2021 
Capital Fund carry-over from 2020, not included above, is $14,331 

2021 General Fund 

 Actual YTD Budget YTD Variance 

Receipts 82,831 88,188 (5,357) 

Expenses 98,379 100,464 (2,085) 

Total ($15,548) ($12,276) ($3,272) 

 2021 Capital Fund 

 Actual YTD Budget YTD Variance 

Receipts 5,637 5,667 (30) 

Expenses 6,769 5,667 1,102 

Total ($1,132) $0 ($1,132) 

As mentioned last month, Trinity’s monthly budgets in the 

first part of the year almost always reflect a deficit, like 

many congregations. Unfortunately, as of April 30th, our 

actual deficit of -$15,548 is now greater than our budgeted 

deficit projection of -$12,276. Our congregational offerings 

continue to be under budget. Our expenses are also under 

budget, which is a good thing. While this has helped the 

situation to some extent, lower expenses are unable to 

make up the entire offering shortfall. 

As we enter the mid part of the year, please consider taking 

some time to review your stewardship.  Also, keep an eye 

out for mid-year offering statements, which will be printed 

after June 30th. When available, please check yours for 

accuracy and report any discrepancies to the church office. 

Thank you for your continued support of Trinity’s ministries! 

Synod Assembly 

The Eastern Synod Assembly is being held online this year via 

Zoom, on June 25th and 26th. 

Pastor Tanya is attending as a rostered delegate, and our 

Trinity lay delegates are Lois Smith, Jim Arbuckle, and Brenda 

Grebinski. We will be well represented!  

Thank you, folks, for engaging in the work of the wider 

church on our behalf. 

Congrats, Sherry! 

Our Trinity family extends congratulations to Deacon Sherry 

Coman on the launch of the Centre for Spirituality and Media 

at Martin Luther University College. Sherry is associate 

professional faculty at Luther and deacon for spirituality and 

internet outreach in the Eastern Synod, and serves as the 

Centre’s inaugural director. 

The Centre is a new addition to Luther, meant to explore the 

ways in which we engage our spirituality through media.  We 

look forward to the many workshops and other offerings 

from the Centre in the months and years ahead. 



 

June 2021 Trinity Church 
New Hamburg 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
9:30 am 
Prayer Circle 
10:30 am 
Bible Study via 
Zoom 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
 

5 
 
 

 
 

6 
2nd Sunday after Pentecost 
9:30 am  Online Worship 
11:00 am Fellowship (Zoom) 
 

7 
 

8 
10:30 am 
Bible Study via 
Zoom 

9 
 

10 
 

11 12 
 

13 
3rd Sunday after Pentecost 
9:30 am  Online Worship 
11:00 am Fellowship (Zoom) 
        
 

14 
 

15 
10:30 am 
Bible Study via 
Zoom 

16 
7:00 pm 
Church Council 
Meeting 
 
Dove Deadline 
(Summer Issue) 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
4th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:30 am  Online Worship 
11:00 am Fellowship (Zoom) 
        
 

21 
 

22 
10:30 am 
Bible Study via 
Zoom 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
Eastern  
Synod  
Assembly 

Day 1  
(via Zoom) 

26 
Eastern  
Synod  
Assembly 

Day 2  
(via Zoom) 

27 
5th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:30 am  Online Worship 
11:00 am Fellowship (Zoom) 
        
 

28 
 

29 
10:30 am 
Bible Study via 
Zoom 

30 
 

 


