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Seventh Sunday of Easter 
May 16, 2021 

 

 
 

Gathering 
 
PRELUDE  Prelude in C Major – David N. Johnson 

  
 
GREETING      
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.  
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The presiding minister shares announcements from the Trinity community. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2 
 

GATHERING SONG   Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness (ELW 843) 
At-home worshippers are invited to sing.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 

 
Gracious and glorious God, you have chosen us as your own, and by the powerful 
name of Christ you protect us from evil. By your Spirit transform us and your 
beloved world, that we may find our joy in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
 

Word 
 
READING: Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 
The assisting minister reads the lesson.  
 

A reading from Acts. 
 
15In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd 
numbered about one hundred twenty persons) and said, 16“Friends, the scripture 
had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, 
who became a guide for those who arrested Jesus—17for he was numbered 
among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.” 21So one of the men who 
have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out 
among us, 22beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken 
up from us—one of these must become a witness with us to his resurrection.” 
23So they proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, 
and Matthias. 24Then they prayed and said, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. 
Show us which one of these two you have chosen 25to take the place in this 
ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” 
26And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to 
the eleven apostles. 
 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
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READING: 1 John 5:9-13 
The assisting minister reads the lesson.  
 

A reading from First John. 
 
9If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the 
testimony of God that he has testified to his Son. 10Those who believe in the Son 
of God have the testimony in their hearts. Those who do not believe in God have 
made him a liar by not believing in the testimony that God has given concerning 
his Son. 11And this is the testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his 
Son. 12Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does 
not have life. 
 
  13I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that 
you may know that you have eternal life. 
 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
At-home worshippers are invited to sing.  
 

 
 
 
 
GOSPEL:  John 17:6-19 
The presiding minister reads the gospel.  
 

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus prayed:] 6“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me 
from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept 
your word. 7Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; 8for 
the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them 
and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 
9I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf 
of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and 
yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. 11And now I am no longer in the 
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world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect 
them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are 
one. 12While I was with them, I protected them in your name that you have given 
me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one destined to be 
lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. 13But now I am coming to you, and I 
speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy made complete in 
themselves. 14I have given them your word, and the world has hated them 
because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 15I 
am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them 
from the evil one. 16They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the 
world. 17Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18As you have sent me into 
the world, so I have sent them into the world. 19And for their sakes I sanctify 
myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON    
The presiding minister delivers the sermon. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY   I Come with Joy (ELW 482) 
At-home worshippers are invited to sing.  
 

 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
The assisting minister leads the prayers.  

 
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers 
before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 
 
A brief silence.  
 

Holy God, in Christ Jesus the joy of the church is made complete. Root the church 
in your Word and unify us as Christ’s body. Send us into the world as your loving 
people, ready to testify to your Spirit at work. With the worldwide ecumenical 
community, today we pray especially for the churches of India, Pakistan, Sri 
Lanka, Bangladesh, Bhutan, and Nepal. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Mighty God, the world is your handiwork, displaying your creative impulse. Seas 
teem with life, forests reach up to praise you, and the mystery of life lies deep in 
the soil. Guard and keep this world for the well-being of all your creatures. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
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Gracious Sovereign, those who follow your ways are like trees planted near 
streams of water. Establish the leaders of nations and all in authority in your 
grace and truth. Strengthen them, so that the people they serve will have 
abundant life. We pray especially for the people of Israel and Palestine, that 
peace may prevail in the Holy Land. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Generous Savior, you befriend those who are sick, suffering, poor, lonely, outcast, 
rejected, or sick. Grant healing and love to all in need. We pray especially for 
Keith, Rick, Lyla, Pat, Harold & Susan, Josiah, Paul, Dave & Greta, Kim, Art, Josh, 
Fred, Carl, Marg, Janice, Paul, Dan, and those we name in the silence of our 
hearts. [a pause] Give them tangible signs of your steadfast love. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Creator God, here in this community we share the gift of praying, learning, and 
supporting one another. Give us thankful hearts as we claim the gifts that are 
unique to us and keep us from being envious of others with different gifts.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Saving God, your wonderful promise is the gift of eternal life in Jesus. Through the 
witness of those who have died in you, strengthen us now in this gift of life. We 
cherish the memory of all your saints.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your 
never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
PEACE 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.  

 
The peace of Christ be with you always.   
And also with you. 
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Meal 
 
 
DIALOGUE 
The presiding minister greets the assembly. 

 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 
PREFACE 
The presiding minister continues. 
 

In every time and every age, O God,  
it is good and faithful that we give you thanks,  
for your mercy is sure  
and your steadfast love endures forever. 
In your compassion you gave us Christ Jesus,  
who frees us from darkness 
and lights our path to endless renewal and life eternal. 
And so, with all of creation, 
with all the needy and hungry ones, 
with all those who have enough and plenty, 
with creatures large and small, 
with sun and moon and stars,  
and with the saints of every age, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
At-home worshippers are invited to sing. 
 

 
 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
The presiding minister continues. 

 
Blessed are you, O God, creator of all things.  
By your power and love you continue  
to deliver your people from bondage, 
thwart the designs of evil,  
show the way through the wilderness, 
turn hardship into righteousness,  
and reveal your hand upholding the just.  
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Blessed are you, O Christ, servant of the universe.  
You came among us to feed and heal and teach,  
to confound the haughty,  
to confuse the tricksters, 
to challenge the wrong-hearted, 
and, in all these things,  
to give hope to those who long for peace. 
  
We remember that on the night before his death, 
having gathered his friends at the table, 
our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks, 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat. This is my body given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 
And again, after supper, he took the cup  
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood 
shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering our Lord’s self-giving love, 
we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ has risen. 
Christ will come again.  
 
Blessed are you, O Spirit, giver of life. 
You give us words when we have none; 
you fill us with vision when we have the most need; 
you give us voice to proclaim our faith in every hour. 
Be our guide and teacher, today and always.  
 
Come now, O Prince of Peace,  
Spirit of Love,  
Breath of Life. 
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Bring to all this hurting world the joy that Mary knew, 
and teach us to proclaim with her,  
“I have seen the Lord!” 
In the unity of the Holy Trinity, 
in gratitude for this great day of resurrection,  
we praise you, God of all that is, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
The presiding minister introduces the Lord’s Prayer.  

 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The presiding minister addresses the assembly.  
 

The risen Christ invites us to this table.  
Come, eat, and be satisfied. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 

At-home worshippers are invited to consume their bread and wine.  
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister leads the prayer after communion. 

 
Let us pray. 
 
Wellspring of joy, 
through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. 
Satisfy the hunger still around us, 
and send us as joyful witnesses, 
that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
 

Sending 
 
BLESSING 
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

 
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom 
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 
The God of life, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
The assisting minister sends the assembly into mission.  
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 
 
POSTLUDE  Menuet – Georg Friedrich Händel 
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New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 
Liturgical texts and music copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #SAS103461. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 
Hymn texts and music are in public domain, except the following, reprinted by permission under OneLicense, 
license #A-724555. All rights reserved. 
 

Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness 
Text by Rusty Edwards © 1987 Hope Publishing 
 
I Come with Joy 
Text by Brian Wren © 1971, 1995 Hope Publishing Company 
 

Permission to stream copyrighted music in this service is obtained from OneLicense, license #A-724555. In addition 
to the above music, it includes:  
 

Prelude in C Major by David N. Johnson 
from Wedding Music, Book 1 © 1970 Augsburg Publishing House 
 
FOUNDED ON FAITH (Hymn Tune) by Paul D. Weber 
© 2017 Paul D. Weber, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
 
BROKEN AND BLESSED (Hymn Tune) by Anne Krentz Organ 
© 2020 Augsburg Fortress 
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