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I was chatting with a friend this past weekend and she 

mentioned how noisy our world has become. She lives on a 

farm on the outskirts of a nearby city. When her and her 

husband first moved to the property several years ago, it was 

quiet. She enjoyed the solitude, save for the occasional neigh 

of her horses out in the pasture. But, in the last couple of 

years, the amount of traffic has increased two-fold. At all 

times of the day and night, trucks, cars, and motorcycles 

speed by. Sometimes it sounds more like a drag strip than a 

highway. 

I reflected on her words and also came to the realization of 

how noisy and busy our world is. We are constantly 

surrounded by noise. Our appliances talk to us, letting us 

know when a cleaning cycle is complete. The hum of air 

conditioners and refrigerators echo in the background of our 

day. Virtual assistants like Alexa, Google Home, and Siri 

respond to our voices, giving us the weather or any recipe 

we might be hungry for. Our cell phones are always nearby 

24/7 and social media sites provide entertainment and music 

so that we are always connected to the world around us. We 

step outside our doors to hear lawnmowers, grass trimmers 

and leaf blowers. They keep our yards neat and well-

groomed, but at the expense of peace and tranquillity. 

So, lately I have tried to be more aware of the joy of silence. I 

will drive with the radio off. I will work with no television on 

(I always thought I needed background noise to help me 

work better!) And in the evening when I go to bed I lay 

quietly and listen to the sound of silence, and it is actually a 

wonderful sound to hear. I sometimes strain my ears to see if 

I can hear something, anything, but it is completely silent. 

And it’s here where I begin to feel peace, where I can 

distance myself from all that is going on in our weary and 

broken world,  where I hear the gentle rush or breath of the 

Holy Spirit. 

Throughout his earthly experience, Jesus often practised 

silence and solitude. In Mark 1:35, Jesus got up early and 

went out to a deserted place to pray after healing many at 

Simon’s house the evening before. In the book of Luke, 

“Jesus went out to the mountain to pray; and he spent the 

night in prayer to God”. Jesus invited the disciples to share in 

silence and solitude as well. Back in Mark when the disciples 

returned after their first mission of teaching and healing 

unclean spirits, Jesus invited them to “come away to a 

deserted place all by yourselves and rest awhile. For many 

were coming and going and they had no leisure to even eat.” 

Jesus understood the need for silence and solitude where 

they could rest, where they could share their deepest 

thoughts and concerns with God.  

When we are silent, we are re-energized and renewed. 

When we take the time to be silent we can let go of our 

responsibilities and the everyday tasks that weigh us down, 

even if only for a few moments. In the silence, we are 

strengthened by the one who formed us, the one who knows 

us better than we know ourselves, the one who loves us 

unconditionally.  

I encourage you this summer to take spend some time in 

silence and solitude. Turn off your cell phone, turn off the 

television, turn off all the things that distract from your 

relationship with God. Enjoy the silence. May it open your 

heart to the joy, peace, and presence of God, and may it 

sustain you in all your earthly days. 

Stay healthy and safe! 

Offering Statements 

Mid-year offering statements are now available, showing 

donations received from January through June. If you receive 

a print copy of the Dove, look for your statement enclosed. 

Otherwise, we’ll mail or hand-deliver your statement. 

Kindly check your statement for any errors and report any to 

the church office. 

The Sounds of Silence and Solitude 

The Rev. Leanne Darlington, Interim Visitation Pastor 
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Financial Offerings 

We offer our congratulations to folks 

celebrating milestone birthdays in July and 

August: Bill Laight (80), Margaret Flood (80), 

Marilyn Hoffman (80), Arthur Long (85), 

Gywin Murray (85), Muriel Weichel (85), and 

Sheila Leis (80). Happy birthday, friends! 

We offer our congratulations to folks celebrating milestone 

anniversaries in July: Muriel and Bill Weichel (65), and Ken 

and Sheila Snyder (50). Happy anniversary! 

And, another milestone! Congrats to Pastor Rebecca Larson, 

who celebrates 40 years of ordained ministry! 

We grieve with the Danner family on the death of Harold 

Danner on June 3rd. Blessed are they who mourn. 

Sacraments and Seasons 

Church Council News 

Council met on Wednesday, June 16th via Zoom. 

The Monday morning meetups with Pastor Tanya have 

resumed now that Ontario has entered Step 1 of reopening. 

Since we are only allowed 10 people outside, there is a RSVP 

system in place to secure a spot. Hopefully the weather will 

co-operate! 

When Ontario entered Step 1 on June 11th, it would have 

allowed Trinity to open for in-person worship with a 15% 

capacity limit. Council has decided to follow the 

recommendations put forth by the Return to Trinity Task 

Team. For both Stage 1 and Stage 2 of reopening we will 

continue to worship online only. We will re-evaluate as we 

enter Step 3. 

With summer comes lot of squirrels around the 

church. Unfortunately, some are getting trapped in the 

courtyard.  Council has approved the purchase of a live trap 

so that rescues and relocations can happen safely. 

Judy Gueguen, Church Council Secretary 

Please remember that Trinity relies on financial offerings to 

continue our ministry with as few interruptions as possible. 

There are several easy ways to make a donation! 

▪ Mailing a cheque to the church is one easy option (23 

Church Street, New Hamburg, N3A 1J1). 

▪ Sign up for PAR (Pre-Authorized Remittance) 

▪ Drop off at the church in the wall-mounted secure 

dropbox just inside the doors at the Main Entrance on 

Church Street. (Accessible Monday to Friday.) 

▪ Online at www.telc.ca, but please note that all 

donations made through this channel will receive a tax 

receipt from Canada Helps, who handle online donation 

transactions on our behalf. (These donations will not be 

duplicated on your Trinity tax receipt.) 

Thank you to all those folks who have continued their 

offerings during the pandemic. Our mission and ministry 

continue because of your generosity! 

National Worship Conference 

Registration is ongoing for the 2021 National Worship 

Conference: Disruption and Grace: Learning Edges in Liminal 

Times.  

Held every two years, the National Worship Conference 

gathers Lutheran and Anglican worship leaders, musicians, 

clergy, and interested people from across the country to learn 

and reflect on the worship life of the church. The 2021 

conference is all about exploring the disruptions and the 

graces we have experienced in the current pandemic and 

other unsettling circumstances. What have we learned from 

these experiences?  

This conference will take place on July 6th and 7th in an online 

format. To see the full schedule, keynote speakers, and other 

information, please visit nationalworshipconference.org.  
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Youth News 

Heidi Van Schaik, Youth Worker 

Registration is now OPEN for CLAY – EnRoute  

CLAY 2020 was postponed until August 20th to 22nd, 2021 and 

has been moved to being an online event. CLAY is focused on 

providing ministry to youth between the ages of 14 and 19 

years, and this year’s gathering (although very different from 

previous CLAY events) will be a great opportunity for youth 

from across Canada to experience some of what CLAY has to 

offer. This year’s model will include live and pre-recorded 

online events and resources. In an effort to make CLAY as 

accessible as possible, CLAY 2021 will be offered through a 

“pay what you can” model. If you are interested in joining 

Trinity online for CLAY 2021, please email Heidi at 

hvanschaik@rogers.com  Registration is now open, so please 

let Heidi know if you are interested in attending. You are also 

invited to follow CLAY on social media or their website 

claygathering.ca for updates regarding CLAY 2021. 

 

Bridges VBS @ Home 

This July, Bridges VBS will once 

again be posting videos and 

activities online for free via our 

Facebook page and through 

our email list. Our theme will 

be "Bee Kind!" and will focus 

on the Bible verse Ephesians 

4:32 "Be kind and loving to 

each other".  

Each day from July 5th to 9th, 

we will share a variety of fun videos including Bible story 

time, music, skits, crafts, science, games and more. We will 

be sending out a supply list of simple items needed for the 

crafts and experiments. Families can register with us to 

receive email updates and video links. Email 

bridgesvbs@gmail.com to register. For more information, 

please visit our website bridgesvbs.weebly.com   

Everyone is welcome to follow our Facebook page, or our 

YouTube channel, Bridges VBS, to share in the fun. You will 

even see some familiar faces!  

Doctrine of Discovery 

Many are in shock and sorrow as we learn of so many 

unmarked graves at residential schools across Canada. Many 

children, often taken forcibly from their parents, did not 

return and no information was given as to where they were.  

What can we do?   

The Truth and Reconciliation Commission has given us some 

answers:  

▪ educate ourselves;  

▪ believe the stories told by Indigenous siblings;  

▪ become an ally, rather than an  armchair quarterback. 

As an ally we can support Indigenous initiatives so that 

Indigenous peoples may use their own effective resources to 

heal. And, we can put pressure on governments at all levels 

to do what they have promised to do, like with Bill C-15, 

recently passed by both the House and Senate. 

How can we move forward?  How can we get information 

and  education?   

In 2019, the Anglican Church of Canada released an hour-

long documentary on the Doctrine of Discovery: Stolen 

Lands, Strong Hearts.  This film is one of the responses of the 

Anglican Church’s Primate’s Commission on reconciliation 

and justice.   

There are two opportunities to watch this documentary: 

▪ Watch the film on your own schedule, on YouTube, at 

this link: https://bit.ly/2SAeo7y 

▪ Join us for a Trinity event on Zoom on July 14th from  

6:30 pm to 8:00 pm. We’ll watch the film together, and 

have a brief discussion. Here’s the link to join that event 

on the 14th: https://bit.ly/2Syxpai 

 

 

 

 

https://bit.ly/2SAeo7y
https://bit.ly/2Syxpai
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Synod Assembly 2021 

The Eastern Synod Assembly was held online this year via 

Zoom on June 25th and 26th.  

Congratulations are offered to Heidi Van Schaik who received 

an Eastern Synod Leadership Award for her work in the wider 

church in the area of youth and children’s ministries! 

Look for a full summary of events and actions at the Synod 

Assembly in the September issue of the Dove newsletter. 

Sister Anne Keffer 

We are in a time of disturbance and turmoil, and need to 

respond to the needs and revelations of our society. 

You are invited to a time of communal prayer, based on 

Scripture and these needs. Each Thursday this summer from 

8:00 am to 8:30 am, we will gather on Zoom to pray. We will 

hear Scripture, pray in silence, and then share together. 

To be a part of this online gathering, please email Sister Anne 

Keffer: sisteranne2010@hotmail.com. Participants are 

welcome to join in on one or many sessions. Once you have 

indicated your interest, an invitation with the Zoom link will 

be sent, and you can join as you wish. 

Friendship Golf 

House of Friendship is offering an 

opportunity to learn about housing and 

homelessness by joining their virtual 

Friendship Golf event on July 14th. 

You’ll hear incredible stories and learn about 

the housing challenges in our community. On top of 

celebrating 25 years of Friendship Golf, one of the stories 

you’ll hear is from a frontline staff member who was once 

homeless himself, and how his life changed. 

Join House of Friendship on Wednesday, July 14th from 9:00 

am to 10:00 am on Zoom. The event is free. To register, 

please visit: https://bit.ly/3gZpqfS. 

An Invitation to Pray Together 

Flowers for Worship 

With many gardens in full bloom, consider signing up for a 

Sunday to place flowers in Trinity's worship space for our 

online services. While we're not gathering together for in-

person worship just yet, we'd still love to brighten our worship 

with your floral contributions. We'd welcome flowers for 

occasions solemn or joyous, or just because! Store-bought 

and home-grown are both welcome. If you'd care to 

contribute flowers over the summer, please contact the 

church office at 519-662-1810 or email mail@telc.ca. 

Monday Morning Meetups 

With the warmer weather here, and the province now in 

Step One of re-opening, Pastor Tanya has resumed "Monday 

Morning Meetups" on Trinity's Peel Street lawn.  However, 

due to the gathering limit size of ten in Step One, we are 

requesting that you RSVP to Pastor Tanya by Sunday morning 

at 9:00 am if you would like to attend on Monday. (Should 

we need to create a second time slot for a gathering, we'll let 

you know). To RSVP, please email Pastor Tanya at 

varner@telc.ca, or call the church office at 519-662-1810 and 

leave a message. 

A couple of points to note:  

▪ Please bring your own lawn chair, and we'll seat 

ourselves with the required 2-meter distancing 

▪ As we work to keep each other safe, please wear your 

mask 

▪ If there is rain on Monday, watch your email for a 

cancellation notice 

▪ Don't forget to RSVP, per the instructions above. 

If you have any questions, please email or call Pastor Tanya.  

https://bit.ly/3gZpqfS
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 Al Junker, president ▪ Tanya Varner, pastor 
Leanne Darlington, interim visitation pastor ▪ Heidi Van Schaik, youth worker 

Jamie Courtney, parish administrator & minister of music ▪ Brian Racho, sexton 
Ron Leonard, honourary assistant pastor ▪ Gywin Murray, emerita director of music 

Financial Update 

Carol Murray, Congregational Council 

Year-to-date figures updated through May 31st, 2021 
Capital Fund carry-over from 2020, not included above, is $14,331 

2021 General Fund 

 Actual YTD Budget YTD Variance 

Receipts 105,623 111,874 (6,251) 

Expenses 121,851 124,315 (2,464) 

Total ($16,228) ($12,441) ($3,787) 

 2021 Capital Fund 

 Actual YTD Budget YTD Variance 

Receipts 7,090 7,083 7 

Expenses 7,216 7,083 133 

Total ($126) $0 ($126) 

For the month of May our revenue pretty well matched our 

expenses. As a result, we had a small monthly deficit of 

$680 in May. This is much better than we have seen over 

the last couple of months. We continue to run an overall 

deficit, now at $16,228 for the year, which is $3,787 worse 

than the year-to-date budget through the end of May. 

Hopefully as the year progresses we are able to turn this 

around. 

The capital fund has seen us make down payments on two 

projects currently underway: the final round of stained glass 

improvements, and a new exit door in the youth room. 

You’re Invited to Ring! 

Jamie Courtney, Minister of Music 

It’s our hope we’ll be able to resume handbell ensemble 

rehearsals this fall sometime, following public health advice 

in terms of masking, physical distancing, and other 

considerations. With the potential for an expanded 

ensemble, following the purchase of a new octave of bells 

early in the pandemic, we’ll be looking for a few folks to join 

us! A basic understanding of reading music is helpful, but 

not required. We’ll be hoping to return to our pre-pandemic 

schedule with a weekly rehearsal on Mondays at 6:30 pm, 

and ringing for Sunday worship every 4 to 5 weeks. If you 

are interested, please contacted Jamie Courtney at 

courtney@telc.ca. We’d love to have you join us! 

In terms of choir, it should be no surprise that this will be 

one of the last things that will be permitted to return, linked 

closely to when in-person worship will allow for singing by 

the assembly. Airborne droplets are expelled in greater 

numbers through activities like singing, and we’ll be relying 

on advice from public health officials to guide us as to when 

singing could happen with reduced risk. This is likely once 

we’ve reached vaccination numbers consistent with the 

concept of “herd immunity”. 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
Canada Day 
Church Office 
Closed 
 
8:00 am 
Communal 
Prayer 
via Zoom 

2 3 
 

 

4 
6th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:30 am  Online Worship 
11:00 am Fellowship (Zoom) 
 

5 
10:00 am 
Monday  
Meet-up 
 
Pastor Tanya 
starts holidays 

6 
 

7 
 

8 
8:00 am 
Communal 
Prayer 
via Zoom 

9 10 
 

11 
7th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:30 am  Online Worship  
       with Pastor Stephen Gross 
11:00 am Fellowship (Zoom) 
 

12 
10:00 am 
Monday  
Meet-up 
 
Pastor Tanya 
ends holidays 

13 
 

14 
6:30 pm 
Doctrine of 
Discovery  
documentary 
viewing via 
Zoom 

15 
8:00 am 
Communal 
Prayer 
via Zoom 

16 17 
 

18 
8th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:30 am  Online Worship 
11:00 am Fellowship (Zoom) 
 

19 
10:00 am 
Monday  
Meet-up 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
8:00 am 
Communal 
Prayer 
via Zoom 

23 24 
 

25 
9th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:30 am  Online Worship 
11:00 am Fellowship (Zoom) 
 

26 
10:00 am 
Monday  
Meet-up 

27 
 

28 
 

29 
8:00 am 
Communal 
Prayer 
via Zoom 

30 31 
 

July 2021 Trinity Church 
New Hamburg 

 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
10th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:30 am  Online Worship 
11:00 am Fellowship (Zoom) 
 

2 
Civic Holiday 
Church Office 
Closed 

3 
 

4 
 

5 
8:00 am 
Communal 
Prayer 
via Zoom 

6 7 
 

8 
11th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:30 am  Online Worship 
11:00 am Fellowship (Zoom) 
 

9 
10:00 am 
Monday  
Meet-up 

10 
 

11 
 

12 
8:00 am 
Communal 
Prayer 
via Zoom 

13 14 
 

15 
12th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:30 am  Online Worship 
11:00 am Fellowship (Zoom) 
 

16 
10:00 am 
Monday  
Meet-up 

17 
 

18 
7:00 pm 
Church Council 
Meeting 
 
Dove Deadline 
(September 
issue) 

19 
8:00 am 
Communal 
Prayer 
via Zoom 

20 21 
 

22 
13th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:30 am  Online Worship 
11:00 am Fellowship (Zoom) 
 

23 
10:00 am 
Monday  
Meet-up 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
8:00 am 
Communal 
Prayer 
via Zoom 

27 28 
 

29 
14th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:30 am  Online Worship 
11:00 am Fellowship (Zoom) 
 

30 
10:00 am 
Monday  
Meet-up 
 

6:30 pm 
TRC Task Team 
 

Pastor Tanya 
starts holiday 
(ends Sept 6th) 

31 
 

 

August 2021 Trinity Church 
New Hamburg 

 


