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Gentle Readers Return! 

The September selection for the Gentle 

Readers book club is Extraordinary 

Canadians by Peter Mansbridge. The 

group meets again on September 21st 

at 7:00 pm in the Martin Luther Room 

at Trinity.  

All are welcome! Simply come to the 

meeting having read the selection in 

advance. 

We are getting ready to embark upon change again. With 

fingers crossed and prayers raised, we are hoping to offer in-

person worship again at Trinity starting on September 26th.  

It has been a long time since we gathered together in the 

sanctuary. We did offer in person worship for a few weeks 

back in the fall of 2020, and the physical distancing  

requirements in place now will put the same constraints on 

the number of folks able to attend. But, we are pleased that 

this option will hopefully be available again soon, especially 

for folks who can’t participate online. (More on 

requirements for in-person worship on page 7 in this issue of 

the  Dove.) 

If one thing has remained constant during these pandemic 

times, it is a perpetual state of change. This will be true for 

us as we continue to provide online worship and now offer 

reduced-capacity in-person worship at the same time. This 

worship format, in-person and online simultaneously, is 

known as hybrid worship. So what will that look like for us? 

Let me use a helpful comparison of a hybrid car. 

The thing that makes a hybrid vehicle special is that it is 

powered by more than one source. Most hybrid vehicles run 

on gasoline and electricity. Much of the time the battery 

does the bulk of the work, but sometimes the two sources of 

energy have to work together. 

When we think about hybrid worship for this fall, it works in 

much the same way. Up until March 2020, worship was 

powered with one main power source – people physically 

coming to church, sitting in pews, and participating in the 

liturgy. When the pandemic arrived, we wanted to care for 

each other, and keep each other safe by staying at home, 

and this familiar power source was complicated to manage. 

It meant, that when we could gather together last October, 

we had to do so in limited numbers, with no singing, no 

spoken responses, and strict physical distancing. 

Because this power source was in short supply, we had to 

adapt and change the power source – and we moved back to 

solely online worship. With this source of power, we could 

sing the hymns from home, respond to the liturgy, despite 

not being able to physically gather together and see each 

other. 

Now as more of us are vaccinated, and church buildings are 

opening up again to welcome back in-person worshippers, 

we have the opportunity to be a hybrid worship community. 

Some folks will choose to come back into the building to 

worship and others will continue to gather online for 

worship. Hybrid worship continues to bring us together as 

one body in Christ, and together, whether in-person or 

online, we are one Trinity community. 

I suspect this form of hybrid worship could lead the way for 

much of our ministry in the future. Meetings and learning 

opportunities could be facilitated in a hybrid method, 

especially during stormy winter months. Our own Eastern 

Synod conducted their synod assembly this past June, and 

the result of that gathering was that parts of it could be done 

online and parts together in person, modelling some 

flexibility for congregational meetings. 

Like the hybrid car, hybrid ministry will offer us more 

opportunities, not less, for reaching and serving our 

neighbours, for expanding our community beyond a physical 

geographical area, and for connecting us in new ways. It has 

the potential to take us to spaces beyond our sanctuaries, 

and give us greater opportunities for witness and outreach.  

Jesus taught us that there are no limits to how far the gospel 

can be shared, and no barriers for how we might share it.  

Hybrid Cars and Hybrid Worship 

The Rev. Tanya Varner, Pastor 



September 2021 | page 3 

Education Programming 

We offer our congratulations to folks 

celebrating milestone birthdays in 

September: Connie Forler (80), Ruth 

Jones (90), and Peggy Faulhafer (95). 

We also offer our congratulations to 

Scott  Murray and Lindsay Webster, 

married this past July. 

We recently welcomed two families as new members at 

Trinity: Pastor Stephen and Susan Gross, and Wendy and 

Gary Cooper.  

We grieve with the Ridout family on the death of Reta Ridout 

on July 27th. Blessed are they who mourn. 

Sacraments and Seasons 

Church Council News 

Council met on Wednesday, August 18th via Zoom. 

Council tentatively approved a return to in-person worship 

on September 26th, following COVID-19 precautions and all 

public health requirements. 

Rentals and user groups have started to return to Trinity Hall, 

and we’ve received some new rental inquiries. 

Trinity’s Endowment Fund has shown good returns for the 

second quarter of 2021. Hopefully these trends continue and 

we’ll have ample dividends to distribute at the next Annual 

Meeting to further our mission and ministry. 

Following up on an earlier decision to hire a visitation pastor 

on an interim basis (following Pastor Helen’s retirement), 

Council has asked the Mutual Ministry Committee to begin 

discerning longer term pastoral staffing needs. 

Judy Gueguen, Church Council Secretary 

This fall, Trinity will be offering all education programming 

online.  

For children ages 4 to 11 who might otherwise attend Faith 

Adventures, we will be offering weekly lessons for families to 

use at home. If you would like to receive these via email, 

please contact Pastor Tanya so that she can add you to the 

list to receive fun activities for learning about God’s love. 

Our confirmation classes begin again on September 26th at 

11:00 am using Zoom. If you are entering  grade 7 this year, 

you are invited to join with other youth in exploring your 

faith. Please contact Pastor Tanya so she can send you all the 

information you will need for connecting with the first class. 

Adult learning will continue on Zoom this fall, alternating 

Sundays with fellowship. Our first Sunday with adult learning 

will be September 19th. 

We look forward to all ages growing and learning this fall at 

Trinity! 

Guest Workers Outreach 

Dee Radke 

In the afternoon of Sunday, August 1st, Trinity provided 

$25.00 grocery gift cards to 46 Jamaican guest workers at 3 

of Pfenning's local, organic vegetable farms. Carol Merner 

and  Kitch and Dee Radke delivered them.  

Trinity has been doing this important outreach for over 5 

years and the cards were really appreciated by the 34 men 

and, for the first time, 12 women. The cards are a gift of 

welcome to our community and shows that Trinity really 

appreciates the sacrifice they and their families make to do 

their important work here.     
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Synod Assembly: “Behold, I Am Doing a New Thing” 

Lois Smith, Assembly Delegate 

It has been a year of several big “new things” for me; first 

time as an Evangelical Lutheran member and first time 

attending a Synod Assembly. Brenda Grebinski, Jim Arbuckle, 

and I were the lay delegates from Trinity for this Assembly. 

And what an assembly it was! 

Getting ready involved 310 pages of interesting reading.  

Bios, motions and reports from all committees and councils 

were provided. Bios represented Lutherans from every 

corner of our Synod; from downtown Toronto to oceanside 

towns of Nova Scotia and little villages or big cities 

everywhere in between. Many noted our need to embrace 

change and to reimagine our church of the future, especially 

with regards to diversity and demonstrating God’s love for all 

peoples, regardless of race, culture, gender, or sexual 

orientation.  

Pastor Tanya led a pre-assembly meeting for Trinity and Zion 

(Philipsburg) attendees where we talked through the 

different motions being raised. It helped me immensely to 

understand intentions behind each, and to hear observations 

and comments from others.   

Helpful orientation was also provided for the WHOVA 

technology. Rev. Adam Snook showed remarkable patience.  

It’s a tall order to instruct several hundred people on new 

technology and still be smiling! 

Our first day of Assembly opened with much love expressed 

across the many different congregations. Sherry Coman then 

provided a beautiful rendition of Intercessory Prayers for 

opening worship which reverently set the stage for what we 

were embarking upon together. We held a collective 

moment of silence for victims and families of the Residential 

School findings, noting that reconciliation and justice is to be 

fueled for our Indigenous neighbours. Land 

acknowledgements were included throughout the Assembly. 

There were 133 rostered delegates, 125 lay delegates, 12 

non-delegates and 133 registered visitors attending. Wow! It 

was really encouraging to know there are so many interested 

in furthering the work of God.  

Bishop Mike’s report was quite thought-provoking — 

specifically the survey results about integration and 

conglomeration of congregations. Perhaps it could be 

something for a future Trinity adult education session to 

watch and have open conversation to generate ideas about 

future church growth or evolution.   

From both days, details on individuals elected, all motions 

addressed, videos, and minutes are available on the Eastern 

Synod website. Here are a few highlights from my 

observation: 

▪ Pastor Leanne Darlington was elected to the 2022 ELCIC 

National Convention! 

▪ Heidi Van Schaik received an Eastern Synod Leadership 

Award for her work with youth!   

▪ Keith Myra’s budget presentation was educational, 

entertaining and yet, also sobering.  

▪ Dr. Karin Achtelstetter’s report on CLWR work 

emphasised the refugee crisis with heartbreaking 

stories. It was encouraging to hear they are working to 

address root causes rather than simply reacting. 

▪ The recognition of ordination anniversaires was quite 

touching. I loved how the video showed all celebrants 

with a favorite Bible verse reflecting their personal call 

for Christ. 

▪ Another Leadership Award recipient, Pastor David Tin of 

Toronto, reminded us that God is good through all 

circumstances and challenged us – “dare we pray for a 

miracle for our society?”. And recipient Emily Walker’s 

joyful encouragement to “love your neighbour” was 

simply delightful. 

▪ The keynote speakers, Diana Butler Bass and Jeff Chu, 

were fascinating in both their individual addresses and 

together in a Q&A session.  Their unique perspectives on 

church and faith, pandemic impacts, and Christian lives 

were inspiring and personally challenging. Spiritual 

composting is one concept I won’t easily forget! I 

strongly recommend taking the time to watch their 

videos provided on the Eastern Synod website. 

One of the main activities of the Assembly was to review and 

continued on page 5... 
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Youth News 

Heidi Van Schaik, Youth Worker 

Attention Grade 5 to 12 Youth! Come join us online! 

For the past year, Trinity has been hosting a 

monthly online games and social night for 

youth in grades 5 to 12. We have had a lot 

of fun gathering on Zoom, seeing each 

other, hanging out, and playing some 

games. In addition to our monthly 

gatherings, weekly educational/reflective 

emails, learning opportunities or ways to 

get involved in our community are also sent 

via email, along with things that are just for 

fun. If you are currently in grades 5 to 12 

and are not receiving our youth emails, 

please email Heidi at 

hvanschaik@rogers.com to get added to 

the email list. Feel free to send your ideas 

of games you would like to play online! 

CLAY - EnRoute 

CLAY 2020 was postponed until August 2021 and was then 

moved to being an online event. CLAY is focused on 

providing ministry to youth between the ages of 14 and 19 

and this year’s gathering (although very different from 

previous CLAY events) was a great opportunity for youth 

from across Canada to experience some of what CLAY has to 

offer. This year’s model was attended by 9 of Trinity’s youth, 

leaders, plus some friends and family. It included live and pre

-recorded online events and resources. 

Many of these resources will be shared in 

future youth emails.  

It was certainly different from any other 

CLAY we have attended, but the message of 

Jesus finding us, wherever we are on our 

journey, resonated with everyone who 

participated. Sarah Bessey was the keynote 

speaker, and others from across Canada 

joined her to share drama, music, the 

gospel, and humour. Together online, we 

were able to worship, hang out in late night 

spots, delve into various topics through 

workshops and compete in an online 

scavenger hunt. Trinity’s very own Lillian 

and Isaac Brubacher came in at the top of 

the leader board after three days of competition. They even 

received a shout-out from Bishop Susan! This year’s CLAY 

ended with the announcement for when and where the next 

CLAY will be. Drum roll please… the next CLAY will be in 

August 2022 and will be in Waterloo, Ontario! If you are 

interested in attending CLAY in the future, you can check out 

social media or the website claygathering.ca for updates 

regarding CLAY 2022. 

Synod Assembly (continued from page 4) 

vote upon various motions raised by individuals and/or 

committees.  Though many were addressed, a few important 

ones are highlighted here:  

▪ Advocating for better funding and health standards for 

long term care residences; 

▪ Calling on Canada to continue with Paris Agreement 

work, and funding an ELCIC Climate Justice Task Force; 

and 

▪ Committing to active confrontation of the sin of racism 

and to dismantling racist and colonial attitudes present 

in ourselves, our church, and our society. 

Knowing these motions will be acted upon gives me great 

confidence that we are, in fact, “doing a new thing” with 

God’s blessings. 

I am most grateful for the opportunity afforded to 

participate in this Eastern Synod Assembly. It has shown me 

not only the workings of the Eastern Synod church structure 

and process but also, and just as important, there are many 

Lutherans who care deeply, pray sincerely, and seek God 

earnestly for His justice, truth, and love in these times.  
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 Al Junker, president ▪ Tanya Varner, pastor 
Leanne Darlington, interim visitation pastor ▪ Heidi Van Schaik, youth worker 

Jamie Courtney, parish administrator & minister of music ▪ Brian Racho, sexton 
Ron Leonard, honourary assistant pastor ▪ Gywin Murray, emerita director of music 

Financial Update 

Carol Murray, Congregational Council 

Year-to-date figures updated through July 31st, 2021 
Capital Fund carry-over from 2020, not included above, is $12,692 

2021 General Fund 

 Actual YTD Budget YTD Variance 

Receipts 145,696 157,245 (11,549) 

Expenses 165,177 173,239 (8,062) 

Total ($19,481) ($15,994) ($3,487) 

 2021 Capital Fund 

 Actual YTD Budget YTD Variance 

Receipts 10,586 9,917 669 

Expenses 7,216 9,917 (2,701) 

Total $3,370 $0 $3,370 

For the month of June, our General Fund income was  lower 

than our General Fund expenses, resulting in a June deficit 

of $3,283.  July was a better month, with our revenue pretty 

well matching our expenses, resulting in a July deficit of only 

$31. We continue to run an overall year-to-date General 

Fund deficit as you’ll note above ($19,481) and hopefully, as 

the year progresses, we are able to turn this around. 

As of the end of July, our Capital Fund has received income 

of $10,586 and expenses of $7,216. For the last several 

years, our major capital project has been to repair and 

restore all the stained glass windows.  With the help of the  

Endowment Fund we hope to finally finish this project this 

year.   

In-Person Worship: Fall 2021 

As Pastor Tanya mentioned on page 2, Trinity’s Church Council 

has tentatively chosen September 26th as the date we’ll offer 

in-person worship again. This date could change, depending 

on COVID-19 variants, case-counts, the return to in-person 

learning at schools, and public health restrictions. 

In the present “Step 3 of Reopening Ontario”, we are 

essentially allowed to have as many folks in the worship space 

as can maintain 2-metre physical distancing.  (This is the 

model under which we were operating in the fall of 2020 

when we offered in-person worship for a few weeks.) While 

there is not a “magic number” for attendance, our allowable 

number of worshippers is dependent wholly on the size of the 

households wanting to attend. As an example, if everyone 

who wanted to attend in-person worship was part of a 2-

person household, we could seat just 40 people. 

While at this time Trinity will not be requiring that folks are 

vaccinated against COVID-19 to attend in-person worship,  

you are encouraged to consider vaccination to keep safe your 

neighbours, those who cannot be vaccinated (like kids under 

12), and yourself. Masks are required for all in-person 

worshippers. 

Like last fall, we will require RSVPs from those who would like 

to attend. So, if you would like to attend in-person worship on 

September 26th, please contact the church office by end-of-

day on Tuesday, September 21st. Send us an email at 

mail@telc.ca or call 519-662-1810. 

If we need to change plans related to September 26th being 

the date for a return to in-person worship, it will be 

communicated through the weekly emailer, the Trinity 

website, and social media.  

We all look forward to the day when we can worship together 

in-person without any public health restrictions.  



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
 

2 
8:00 am 
Communal 
Prayer 
via Zoom 

3 4 
7:30 pm 
AA 

5 
15th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:30 am  Online Worship 
11:00 am Fellowship (Zoom) 
 

6 
Labour Day 
Church Office 
Closed 
 
No Monday 
Meetup 

7 
9:30 am 
Prayer Circle 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
5:00 pm 
Karate 

8 
7:00 pm 
NVMA  
Leadership 
Team 

9 
8:00 am 
Communal 
Prayer 
via Zoom 

10 11 
7:30 pm 
AA 

12 
16th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:30 am  Online Worship with  
       Blessing of the Backpacks 
11:00 am Fellowship (Zoom) 
 

13 
10:00 am 
Monday  
Meet-up 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 

14 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
5:00 pm 
Karate 

15 
7:00 pm 
Church Council 
Meeting 
 
Dove Deadline 
(October Issue) 

16 
8:00 am 
Communal 
Prayer 
via Zoom 

17 18 
7:30 pm 
AA 

19 
17th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:30 am  Online Worship 
11:00 am Adult Learning (Zoom) 
       Spirituality, Religion, and  
       Faithful Living 
 

20 
10:00 am 
Monday  
Meet-up 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 

21 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
5:00 pm 
Karate 
7:00 pm 
Gentle Readers 

22 
 

23 
8:00 am 
Communal 
Prayer 
via Zoom 

24 25 
7:30 pm 
AA 

26 
18th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:30 am  Hybrid Worship   
       + Orange Shirt Day 
11:00 am Fellowship (Zoom) 
11:00 am Confirmation Class (Zoom) 

27 
10:00 am 
Monday  
Meet-up 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 

28 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
5:00 pm 
Karate 

29 
 

30 
8:00 am 
Communal 
Prayer 
via Zoom 
 
Orange Shirt 
Day 

 

Blessing of the Backpacks 
We are collecting backpacks for oneROOF — a Trinity 

tradition! Backpacks can be dropped off at Trinity from 

Monday to Friday in the bin in the stairwell at the main 

entrance. We’ll bless these backpacks, and those of students 

returning to school, on September 12th in worship. 

September 2021 Trinity Church 
New Hamburg 

 


