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For everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be 

rejected if it is received with gratitude.  

1 Timothy 4:4 

If you go for a drive in the countryside right now you will no 

doubt come across roadside stands that are full of fruits and 

vegetables. Or perhaps you are picking vegetables from your 

own gardens and your pantry is full of canned goods and 

preserves that you have prepared. Nature's bounty has been 

at its peak for the last month or so, with fresh peaches, 

tomatoes, corn, squash, and melons overflowing and 

plentiful. How wonderful it is to live in a location that 

produces such abundance! 

This month we will gather to celebrate Thanksgiving, a time 

where we give thanks for the harvest that will sustain us 

through the winter months. We will gather in our churches 

or watch or listen online to give thanks and praise to God for 

all that God provides for us.  

As we are all aware, not everyone can enjoy the bounty that 

is around us. If you have gone into the grocery store lately, 

you may have noticed that grocery prices are on the 

increase. Gone are the days when you could pop into the 

store and pick up a bag full of groceries for $20.   

As I was researching this article, I came across some 

disheartening statistics for the Waterloo region regarding 

issues of food insecurity. Over 33,000 residents accessed 

some kind of emergency food assistance in the form of food 

hampers, community meals or accessing donations last year, 

and 36% of those were children under the age of 18.1   With 

schools shuttered due to the pandemic, breakfast and lunch 

programs were put on hold, so many kids did not have the 

opportunity for a nutritious meal.  

Sadly, there is much stigma around food insecurity. Wendi 

Campbell, CEO of The Food Bank, Waterloo Region states 

that “the reality is that hunger can happen to anyone at any 

time for a large variety of reasons including things like 

sudden job losses, unexpected expenses and medical 

costs.” Family incomes are not keeping up with the basic 

costs of living. Throw in an 18-month long pandemic into all 

of the other challenges that families face and that makes 

matters even worse.  

The Wilmot Family Resource Centre is always looking for 

food donations. I called them last week to see if there was 

anything extra that was needed, especially for children as 

they return to school. Their response was an enthusiastic 

YES! There is a great need for the following items that can be 

dropped off at Trinity, or at Wilmot Family Resource Centre 

directly. Please call Pastor Leanne, Pastor Tanya, or the 

church office if you would like your items picked up: 

▪ healthy school snacks of applesauce and canned fruit, 

granola bars, healthy cookies like Bear Paws 

▪ baking supplies — sugar, flour, salt, baking soda, baking 

powder, cocoa, oatmeal, chocolate chips, dried fruit, 

spices 

▪ pasta sauces (they always have lots of pasta on hand but 

not a lot of sauce) 

▪ hygienic items such as shampoo, conditioner, soap, 

deodorant 

▪ soups, chilli, canned vegetables 

▪ they also have an ongoing need for cleaning and laundry 

items, and pet food 

The baking supplies are made into baking kits which are sent 

home with families. This is an awesome opportunity to not 

only bake some healthy desserts and treats but also offer 

family time and the chance to learn something new! 

It was mentioned that when children go to school with little 

in their lunchbox it becomes a peer issue. Kids notice those 

who do not have enough, and they are often bullied or made 

fun of.  

Can we at Trinity, New Hamburg make a difference in the 

lives of children throughout Wilmot and the surrounding 

area? If you are out shopping for your weekly groceries, can 

you add a few extra items to your cart?   

Sharing with Our Neighbours 

The Rev. Leanne Darlington, Interim Visitation Pastor 

continued on page 3... 
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Welcome, Music Together! 

Gentle Readers  

The October selection for the 

Gentle Readers book club is Hotel 

on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet by 

Jamie Ford. The group meets again 

on October 19th at 7:00 pm in the 

Martin Luther Room at Trinity.  

All are welcome! Simply come to 

the meeting having read the 

selection in advance. 

Church Council News 

Council met on Wednesday September 15th via Zoom. 

Thank you to everyone who donated either a backpack or 

made a cash donation for oneROOF. We had a fabulous 

response with 32 back packs collected along with $375 in 

recent donations.  A big thank you to Carol Merner for 

delivering to oneROOF. 

Our return to in-person worship is now beginning and Trinity 

is excited to welcome back people in-person. Please see 

further details for in-person worship in this issue of the 

Dove.  

Unfortunately, COVID has meant that two of our user 

groups, Tuesday morning TOPS and Overeaters Anonymous, 

have folded and will no longer be using Trinity for meetings. 

Pastor Leanne has been doing a great job during the 

pandemic in reaching out to our seniors to connect even 

though it couldn’t always be in-person. Council has increased 

her hours for visitations as more people are ready to meet in

-person again. Thank you Pastor Leanne for the time you 

take to bring a smile, lend a ear and share in our lives. 

Judy Gueguen, Church Council Secretary 

Trinity has welcomed Music Together as a new renter in 

Trinity Hall.  

Music Together holds classes throughout Waterloo Region 

for babies, toddlers, preschoolers, and the adults that 

accompany them. Prior to the pandemic, Music Together 

was subleasing some space from Interfaith Counselling 

Centre. ICC needed to change that arrangement due to their 

expanding operations, so Music Together approached Trinity 

about renting some space directly from us.  

Starting small with in-person classes again, Music Together 

will be in Trinity Hall on Thursday mornings this fall. We hope 

it will be a good fit for us and them! 

For more information on Music Together, please visit 

www.musictogetherofkw.com. 

Sharing …continued 

We are reminded of the words of Matthew 25:34b-40,  

Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the 

kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 

the world;  for I was hungry and you gave me food, I 

was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I 

was a stranger and you welcomed me,  I was naked 

and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took 

care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’  Then 

the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it 

that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or 

thirsty and gave you something to drink?  And when 

was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed 

you, or naked and gave you clothing?  And when was 

it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited 

you?’ And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell 

you, just as you did it to one of the least of these 

who are members of my family, you did it to me.’ 

Together we can make a difference in the lives of families 

within Wilmot and Waterloo Region. Together we can be the 

hands and feet of Jesus, offering love and hope through 

providing sustenance to those who need it the most.  

Wishing you a blessed Thanksgiving! 

1 Desmond Brown, “Over a Third of Waterloo Region Food Bank 

Users Are Children. Here's What's Being Done to Help | CBC 

News,” (CBC/Radio Canada, July 6, 2021), https://bit.ly/3u2TDjg. 
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Now is the Time! 

Pastor Tanya Varner & Al Junker, President 

Throughout these last 18 months or so, much has changed. 

Many church analysts have begun to write about how we are 

going to continue to live amid change, as churches prepare 

for in-person gatherings again for worship, learning, 

meetings, and outreach. Change is no stranger to the church; 

its reforming history shows periods of both small and large 

events that have helped to shape the church’s mission and 

ministry. A worldwide pandemic could just be another 

reforming moment in the church. What we are called to 

remember is God’s mandate to love and reconcile the world, 

even if the way we go about it has changed!  

After safely navigating through the pandemic storm so far, it 

is now time to begin thinking about what’s next for Trinity? 

What role can Trinity play in God’s mission to love and 

reconcile the world? With our ability to adapt and change 

course during a pandemic, perhaps now is as good a time as 

any to intentionally vision for Trinity’s future. 

Since I started at Trinity 3½ years ago, Church Council has 

come together for mini retreats. Each year we’ve been 

asking ourselves what Trinity’s gifts for ministry might be? 

What are our assets? What are our fears and concerns? 

These conversations have been very fruitful for the 

leadership of the congregation.  

Congregational President Al Junker notes, “the COVID crisis 

has caused everyone to make decisions on the run. Trinity is 

no exception. Council had to make the painful decision to 

cancel in-person worship, something nobody ever 

envisioned. Yet we adapted our worship to the new reality 

and people have responded positively. As we continue to 

move toward the "new" normal, now is an opportune time 

for Trinity to evaluate how we are going to continue the 

changes we have made over the past 18 months. It will 

enable us to undertake an assessment of who we are, where 

we want to go, and how we want to get there.” 

And so, Church Council has decided that we would like to 

engage in a bigger visioning process with the congregation. 

To do this, we have partnered with the Eastern Synod 

Congregational Visioning and Redevelopment liaisons Karen 

Bjerland and Rev. Dr. Mark Harris. 

These two individuals bring a wealth of resources to the 

discernment process. Karen has worked with several 

Lutheran congregations in the last 3 years to develop their 

vision for ministry: mission statements, building new 

community partnerships, and in some cases, helping 

congregations redevelop their properties for wider mission in 

their communities. Rev. Dr. Mark Harris, recently retired as 

Principal Dean of Martin Luther University College, helped 

that community redevelop their degree programs and their 

building to meet the changing needs of academia. These two 

individuals have a wealth of knowledge and experience in 

asking key questions for discerning the future. They do not 

bring a set of answers, or a one size fits all model for 

visioning, but will rather work with us in an effort to identify 

Trinity's unique gifts, and how those gifts may be used in 

responding to the needs of the wider community. 

Council is excited about the opportunity to partner with the 

Trinity’s members and friends, and Karen and Mark, in 

realizing our role in God’s mission to love the world. Stay 

tuned as this conversation unfolds. 

Over the past couple of 

years, Trinity has invested in 

protecting our stained glass 

windows by adding 

permanent storm windows 

on the exterior of all our 

stained glass windows. 

Repairs were made as 

needed, as well as adding a 

fresh coat of paint to all the 

wood window trim.  

It was a big project, but 

we’ve finally reached the end of the road! A big thanks to 

Mike Gascon, one of our Trinity “property guys”, for guiding 

us through this project with our contractor, Trillium Glass. 

That’s a Wrap! 
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We offer our congratulations to folks 

celebrating milestone birthdays in 

October: Nancy Hallberg (90) and Ebba 

Petersen (100). Happy birthday, friends! 

Sacraments and Seasons Youth News 

Heidi Van Schaik, Youth Worker 

Are you in Grade 5 to 12? 

For the past year, Trinity has been hosting a monthly online 

games and social night for youth in grades 5 to 12. We have 

had a lot of fun gathering on Zoom, seeing each other, 

hanging out and playing some games. In addition to our 

monthly gatherings, weekly educational and reflective 

emails, learning opportunities or ways to get involved in our 

community are also sent via email, along with things that are 

just for fun. If you are currently in grade 5 to 12 and are not 

receiving our youth emails, please email Heidi at 

hvanschaik@rogers.com to get added to the email list. Feel 

free to send your ideas of games you would like to play 

online! 

We want to hear from Youth and you could win a PRIZE! 

This month, we are sending out a survey to hear your 

thoughts, suggestions, ideas, and feedback. If you are in 

grades 5 to 12, we want to hear from you! Watch your email 

for a short survey and please take a few minutes to share 

your thoughts with us. Each youth who completes the survey 

will be entered to win a prize! 

CLAY 2021 Theme Song & CLAY 2022 Video Announcement 

This past August, CLAY 2021 was held online for youth across 

Canada. The theme song video has now been posted on 

YouTube. The band is made up of young adults from across 

Canada and the video was filmed in various Canadian 

locations. You can find the video here: https://bit.ly/3CsCz98. 

Upholding tradition, CLAY 2021 ended with a video 

announcement for the next CLAY. This exciting video can be 

found here: https://bit.ly/2XARkYg. You might even 

recognize some of the scenery! 

Thanks to all those who came to Pastor Tanya’s Monday 

Morning Meetups this summer. The Meetups were a great 

way to gather while physically distanced! After October 4th, 

watch your weekly emailer for a date when we’ll conclude 

the meetups depending on the weather. 

Monday Morning Meetup  

Endowment Fund Requests 

Trinity’s Endowment Fund has a long history of supporting 

projects that extend our mission and ministry into the wider 

community. In 2021, we distributed over $50,000 to 16 

different projects!  

As we begin to move towards the end of the year, the 

Endowment Fund Committee is inviting members of the 

congregation to submit potential ideas of projects or causes 

they would like to see supported by proceeds from the 

Endowment Fund. While it is unknown until the end of 

the year how few or how many dollars are available to 

distribute, the Committee will begin assessing potential 

recipients in December. 

Any suggestions should be submitted, in writing, to the 

church office by the end of November.  The Committee then 

prepares a list for the congregation’s consideration at the 

Annual Meeting in the new year. 

The ELCIC’s awarding winning 

magazine, Canada Lutheran, is 

available via subscription through the 

Trinity office. By grouping our orders 

together, we qualify for bulk rates. 

 

If you are interested in receiving 

Canada Lutheran in 2022, 10 issues, 

please contact Jamie in the church office. Final pricing for 

2022 will be available soon, and it’s usually in the $20 to $25 

range. If you currently subscribe, Jamie will in touch with you 

once 2022 rates are available. 

Canada Lutheran 

https://bit.ly/3CsCz98
https://bit.ly/2XARkYg


A Tree Tale 

Trinity member Millie Rhem shares a tale of a 135 year old 

tree, removed this past summer. 

Today I said goodbye 

to my much loved 

tree. He was a big 

tree, towering over 

our quite tall house. 

He sat on the 

boulevard at the 

corner of Waterloo 

and Byron Streets. 

We never named 

him; he was just our 

“big ol’ ash tree”. He 

was part of our lives 

for sixty years. 

He was a nurturing tree. He gave us shade and coolness 

during the hot and humid months. He provided a home and 

resting place for all things flying. The birds especially loved 

him; their songs were all the sweeter for nesting in his 

branches. 

He laughed during rain and wind storms; his leaves shivered 

and shook. And when the days were bright with sunlight, It 

seemed he reached higher and higher. Even in the depth of 

winter he was a thing of beauty; his huge limbs and slender 

branches silhouetted against the sky. When the sun shone and 

the frost was thick on his bark, he shimmered and twinkled 

and promised that spring would come. 

Over the years he had lost some of his big branches, yet he 

continued to flourish. He became infested and diseased. His 

body was hollow; he became a danger to all around him. It 

was time for him to go. 

Today I am sad. The skies are sad too, they are grey and wet. 

My tree no longer laughs. 

Do trees go to heaven? I don’t know. I like to think my tree 

has been transplanted in God’s garden where he will continue 

to give sanctuary to all things flying and beauty to all who 

wander there.  

Thank you, God, for trees. 
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What to Expect in Worship 

Last fall, Trinity made preparations for in-person worship and 

was able to offer it for a few weeks in October and November. 

Ultimately, it had to be suspended once again as the COVID-

19 spread accelerated and we found ourselves in another 

wave. 

Work has once again been underway to welcome folks into 

the building this fall starting on September 26th. We’re limited 

to the number of households that can be seated with 2-

metres of physical distancing, like before. So, while we won’t 

have a full house in the next while, we’re pleased to offer in-

person worship for those that would like to attend, especially 

those without access to our online livestreamed worship. 

If you would like to attend worship in the building on a Sunday 

morning, please contact the church office by the preceding 

Tuesday. That allows us a few days to prepare a seating plan 

based on the households that would like to attend. 

For those that are in the building, we’ve updated our 

guidelines with the latest advice from the Eastern Synod’s 

epidemiological consultant.  Here’s what you can expect at an 

in-person worship service this fall: 

▪ Everyone must wear a mask covering the nose and chin. 

▪ Worshippers will enter through the main entrance (glass 

doors) on Church Street. 

▪ Everyone will complete a passive “self-screening” at the 

main entrance. Please do not attend worship if you are 

feeling unwell. 

▪ Households will have assigned seating, and be guided to 

their place by an usher. 

▪ There will be no singing by the congregation, but quiet 

humming is okay. A cantor will continue to sing the 

hymns and liturgical music. 

▪ Congregational responses are acceptable, when spoken 

quietly. 

▪ Worshippers will stay in their pews for the sharing of the 

peace. 

▪ For Holy Communion, wafers will be brought to 

worshippers in their pews, with no wine offered. 

(Receiving communion in “one kind” is a full participation 

in the sacrament, a very Lutheran understanding.) 

Whether you’re joining us in-person or online, we are pleased 

to welcome you for worship at Trinity! 

Millie Rhem 
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 Al Junker, president ▪ Tanya Varner, pastor 
Leanne Darlington, interim visitation pastor ▪ Heidi Van Schaik, youth worker 

Jamie Courtney, parish administrator & minister of music ▪ Brian Racho, sexton 
Ron Leonard, honourary assistant pastor ▪ Gywin Murray, emerita director of music 

Financial Update 

Carol Murray, Congregational Council 

Year-to-date figures updated through August 31st, 2021 
Capital Fund carry-over from 2020, not included above, is $12,692 

2021 General Fund 

 Actual YTD Budget YTD Variance 

Receipts 170,730 180,931 (10,201) 

Expenses 187,671 196,975 (9,304) 

Total ($16,941) ($16,044) ($897) 

 2021 Capital Fund 

 Actual YTD Budget YTD Variance 

Receipts 12,034 11,333 701 

Expenses 7,216 11,333 (4,117) 

Total $4,818 $0 $4,818 

Trinity had a very good August!  Our General Fund income 

was higher than our General Fund expenses, resulting in a 

surplus of $2,541 for the month. We continue to run an 

overall year-to-date General Fund deficit ($16,941), but it is 

pretty much in line with what we had budgeted for this time 

of the year ($16,044).  It is good to see us back on track. 

As of the end of August, our Capital Fund has received 

income of $12,034 and expenses of $7,216.  With the carry 

forward from last year of $12,692, we are sitting with a 

balance of $17,510.  

Thanks for your continued financial support. 

Vaccine Passports 

The Ontario Government announced that starting September 

22nd, certain settings across the province will need to start 

requiring proof-of-vaccination for admission. Gyms and indoor 

dining are examples of these venues. 

But, another venue where they’re also required through the 

provincial legislation is “meeting and event spaces”. Following 

the COVID-19 requirements through the pandemic, Trinity has 

had to follow one set of rules for worship services, but we are 

required to follow another set of rules for “meeting and 

events spaces” for some of the other activities that happen in 

our building.  

For our user groups and rentals in Trinity Hall, the rules for 

meeting and event spaces need to adhered to, including the 

requirement for proof-of-vaccination. If you attend any events 

in Trinity Hall hosted by one of our regular outside groups, like 

TOPS or AA, please note that you will need to present proof-of

-vaccination.  Please contact those groups directly if you have 

questions about how they will be meeting these 

requirements. 

Worship services and other Trinity-specific functions do not 

have the proof-of-vaccination requirement. While Trinity 

strongly encourages our staff, members, friends, and visitors 

to be vaccinated against COVID-19, proof-of-vaccination will 

not be a prerequisite to attend worship or Trinity events at 

this time. 

Our Return to Trinity Task Team has worked diligently 

throughout the pandemic to ensure Trinity is following all 

rules and advice to minimize the spread of COVID-19 in our 

community. Thanks, folks, for your ongoing work!  



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

3 
19th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:30 am  Hybrid Worship 
11:00 am Adult Learning (Zoom) 
       Spirituality and Media with  
       Deacon Sherry Coman 

4 
10:00 am 
Monday  
Meet-up 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 

5 
9:30 am 
Prayer Circle 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
5:00 pm 
Karate 
6:30 pm 
Active Bystand-
er Training 

6 
6:30 pm 
Mutual Ministry 

7 
9:30 am 
Music Together 

1 
 
 
 

___________ 

8 
 

2 
7:30 pm 
AA 
 

___________ 

9 
7:30 pm 
AA 

10 
Day of Thanksgiving 
9:30 am  Hybrid Worship 
 

11 
Thanksgiving 
(Church Office 
Closed) 

12 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
5:00 pm 
Karate 

13 
 

14 
9:30 am 
Music Together 

15 16 
7:30 pm 
AA 

17 
21st Sunday after Pentecost 
9:30 am  Hybrid Worship 
11:00 am Fellowship (Zoom) 
11:00 am Confirmation Class (Zoom) 

18 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 

19 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
5:00 pm 
Karate 
7:00 pm 
Gentle Readers 

20 
7:00 pm 
Church Council 
Meeting 
 
Dove Deadline 
(November 
Issue) 

21 
9:30 am 
Music Together 
9:30 am 
NVMA  
Rostered  
Leaders 

22 23 
7:30 pm 
AA 

24 
22nd Sunday after Pentecost 
9:30 am  Hybrid Worship 
11:00 am Adult Learning (Zoom) 
       Topic to be announced 
11:00 am Confirmation Class (Zoom) 
 
 

25 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 

26 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
5:00 pm 
Karate 
 

27 
 

28 
9:30 am 
Music Together 

29 30 
7:30 pm 
AA 

31 
Reformation Sunday 
9:30 am  Hybrid Worship 
11:00 am Fellowship (Zoom) 

 

Worship Reservations 
Online worship is here to stay for the foreseeable future. But, if you’d like to attend 

worship in-person on a given Sunday, please contact the church office by the previous 

Tuesday. (Requiring an RSVP allows the church office to prepare a seating plan with 

the required 2-metres of physical distancing between households.) We’re glad to 

welcome you back in the building as you’re comfortable! 

October 2021 Trinity Church 
New Hamburg 

 


