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Day of Thanksgiving 
October 10, 2021 

 

 
 

Gathering 
 
 
PRELUDE  Come Ye Thankful People, Come – Anna Laura Page 

  
 
GREETING      
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.  
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The presiding minister shares announcements from the Trinity community. 
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GATHERING SONG   Now Thank We All Our God (ELW 840) 
At-home worshippers are invited to sing.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 

 
Almighty God our Father, your generous goodness comes to us new every day. By 
the work of your Spirit lead us to acknowledge your goodness, give thanks for 
your benefits, and serve you in willing obedience, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 
 
 

Word 
 
READING: Joel 2:21-27 
The assisting minister reads the lesson.  
 

A reading from Joel. 
 
 21Do not fear, O soil; 
  be glad and rejoice, 
  for the LORD has done great things! 
 22Do not fear, you animals of the field, 
  for the pastures of the wilderness are green; 
 the tree bears its fruit, 
  the fig tree and vine give their full yield. 
 
 23O children of Zion, be glad 
  and rejoice in the LORD your God; 
 for he has given the early rain for your vindication, 
  he has poured down for you abundant rain, 
  the early and the later rain, as before. 
 24The threshing floors shall be full of grain, 
  the vats shall overflow with wine and oil. 
 
 25I will repay you for the years 
  that the swarming locust has eaten, 
 the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, 
  my great army, which I sent against you. 
 
 26You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, 
  and praise the name of the LORD your God, 
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  who has dealt wondrously with you. 
 And my people shall never again be put to shame. 
 27You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, 
  and that I, the LORD, am your God and there is no other. 
 And my people shall never again be put to shame. 
 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
 
READING: 1 Timothy 2:1-7 
The assisting minister reads the lesson.  
 

A reading from First Timothy. 
 
1First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
thanksgivings be made for everyone, 2for kings and all who are in high positions, 
so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. 3This is 
right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4who desires everyone to be 
saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5For  
 there is one God; 
  there is also one mediator between God and humankind, 
 Christ Jesus, himself human, 
  6who gave himself a ransom for all 
—this was attested at the right time.7For this I was appointed a herald and an 
apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith 
and truth. 
 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
At-home worshippers are invited to sing.  
 

 
 
 
GOSPEL:  Matthew 6:25-33 
The presiding minister reads the gospel.  
 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said,] 25“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat 
or what you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more 
than food, and the body more than clothing? 26Look at the birds of the air; they 
neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds 
them. Are you not of more value than they? 27And can any of you by worrying add 
a single hour to your span of life? 28And why do you worry about clothing? 
Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, 29yet I tell 
you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. 30But if God 
so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into 
the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? 31Therefore do 
not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we 
wear?’ 32For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed your 
heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33But strive first for the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as 
well.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON    
The presiding minister delivers the sermon. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  We Praise You, O God (ELW 870) 
At-home worshippers are invited to sing.  
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
The assisting minister leads the prayers.  

 
God whose giving knows no ending, you invite the whole world to your table of 
mercy. Hear us as we pray for the church, the world, and everyone in need. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God, you give all people a place at the table. Nurture and encourage campus 
ministries, new congregations, and workplace chaplaincies. Support all parts of 
the church that meet people where they are and offer accompaniment through 
daily challenges and joys. With the worldwide ecumenical community, today we 
pray especially for the churches of Costa Rica, El Salvador, Nicaragua, and 
Panama. 
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
You give nourishment to the birds of the air and the lilies of the fields. Sustain all 
creatures who rely on the earth for sustenance. Water parched ground, dry 
flooded fields, temper heat waves and frosts, and give sunlight and shade.  
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God, you give wisdom to your people. Enlighten all leaders. Inspire and guide all 
who represent us in our federal, provincial, and local governments. Give them 
patience and perspective to choose wisely for our common good.  
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God, you give nourishment to those who hunger. Bring poverty and food 
insecurity to an end. Give dignity and adequate employment to those who are 
unemployed and underemployed. Sustain us all at your welcoming banquet of 
love and justice. We pray especially for Susan, Paul, Don, Art, Rick, Kim, Marg, 
Dan, Josiah, Bob, and those we name in the silence of our hearts. [a pause]  
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God, you give community to those who are lonely. Be with our biological families, 
our chosen families, and our church family as we celebrate Thanksgiving. Send 
your compassionate presence to those who are lonely, those who are separated 
or estranged from their families, and those whose loved ones have died.  
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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God, you give a feast of endless thanksgiving. We are grateful for the saints 
gathered at your table who have gone before us. Unite us with them whenever 
we give thanks to you.  
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God, your welcome is wider than we can imagine. Receive our prayers for the 
sake of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us. Amen. 
 
 
PEACE 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.  

 
The peace of Christ be with you always.   
And also with you. 
 
 

Meal 
 
DIALOGUE 
The presiding minister greets the assembly. 

 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
PREFACE 
The presiding minister continues. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
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And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
At-home worshippers are invited to sing. 
 

 
 
 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
The presiding minister continues. 

 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: 
you we praise and glorify, you we worship and adore. 
  
You formed the earth from chaos; 
you encircled the globe with air; 
you created fire for warmth and light; 
you nourish the lands with water. 
You molded us in your image, 
and with mercy higher than the mountains, 
with grace deeper than the seas, 
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you blessed the Israelites and cherished them as your own. 
  
That also we, estranged and dying, 
might be adopted to live in your Spirit, 
you called to us through the life and death of Jesus. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Together as the body of Christ, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  
With this bread and cup we remember your Son, 
the first-born of your new creation. 
We remember his life lived for others, 
and his death and resurrection, which renews the face of the earth. 
We await his coming, 
when, with the world made perfect through your wisdom, 
all our sins and sorrows will be no more. 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Holy God, holy and merciful one, holy and compassionate, 
send upon us and this meal your Holy Spirit, 
whose breath revives us for life, 
whose fire rouses us to love. 
Enfold in your arms all who share this holy food. 
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Nurture in us the fruits of the Spirit, 
that we may be a living tree, sharing your bounty with all the world. 
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
Holy and benevolent God, 
receive our praise and petitions, 
as Jesus received the cry of the needy, 
and fill us with your blessing, 
until, needy no longer and bound to you in love, 
we feast forever at your holy banquet: 
through whom all glory and honor is yours, O God, O Living One, 
with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
The presiding minister introduces the Lord’s Prayer.  

 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The presiding minister addresses the assembly.  
 

All who hunger and thirst, come, eat, and be satisfied. 
Thanks be to God. 
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION    

At-home worshippers are invited to consume their bread and wine.  
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister leads the prayer after communion. 

 
Let us pray. 
 
Lord of life, 
in the gift of your body and blood 
you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation. 
Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, 
bearing witness to the abundance of your love 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
 

Sending 
 
BLESSING 
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

 
People of God, 
you are Christ’s body, 
bringing new life to a suffering world. 

The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
The assisting minister sends the assembly into mission.  
 

Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
 
POSTLUDE  Finale – Georg Philipp Telemann 
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the following instrumental music. 
 

Come Ye Thankful People, Come 
Arrangement by Anna Laura Page © 2010 Lorenz 
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