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Reformation Day 
October 31, 2021 

 

 
 

Gathering 
 
 
PRELUDE  A Mighty Fortress is Our God – Anne Krentz Organ 

  
 
GREETING      
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.  
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The presiding minister shares announcements from the Trinity community. 
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GATHERING SONG   A Mighty Fortress is Our God (ELW 505) 
At-home worshippers are invited to sing.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 

 
Gracious Father, we pray for your holy catholic church. Fill it with all truth and 
peace. Where it is corrupt, purify it; where it is in error, direct it; where in 
anything it is amiss, reform it; where it is right, strengthen it; where it is in need, 
provide for it; where it is divided, reunite it; for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
 

Word 
 
READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34 
The assisting minister reads the lesson.  
 

A reading from Jeremiah. 
 
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant 
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant 
that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out 
of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, 
says the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel 
after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on 
their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall 
they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all 
know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive 
their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
 
READING: Romans 3:19-28 
The assisting minister reads the lesson.  
 

A reading from Romans. 
 
19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the 
law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held 
accountable to God. 20For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds 
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prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 
 
  21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is 
attested by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in 
Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a 
sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show 
his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins 
previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is 
righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 
 
  27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 
works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith 
apart from works prescribed by the law. 
 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
At-home worshippers are invited to sing.  
 

 
 
 
GOSPEL:  John 8:31-36 
The presiding minister reads the gospel.  
 

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you 
are truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you 
free.” 33They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never 
been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 
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  34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a 
slave to sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the 
son has a place there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free 
indeed.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON    
The presiding minister delivers the sermon. 

 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word (ELW 517) 
At-home worshippers are invited to sing.  
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
The assisting minister leads the prayers.  

 
Set free from sin and death and nourished by the word of truth, we join in prayer 
for all of God’s creation. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

We pray for all who long for a word of truth and for the radical grace that flows 
from the cross. Inspire congregations to freely and boldly proclaim your love for 
all people with persistence and hope. With the worldwide ecumenical 
community, today we pray especially for the churches of the Canada and the 
United States. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for your creation, for mountains, rivers, streams, cities, homesteads, and 
neighborhoods. Write in our hearts a new love and care for creation. Give us the 
will to curb wasteful habits and to hold accountable those who neglect the 
vulnerable.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for all who serve in public office at local, provincial, and federal levels. 
Pour wisdom and understanding upon all who govern so that communities of 
justice and peace may thrive.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for all who long for healing in mind, body, or spirit. We pray especially 
for Susan, Paul, Art, Joyce, Rick, Kim, Marg, Dan, Josiah, Bob, and those we name 
in the silence of our hearts. [a pause] Strengthen hospitals, clinics, counseling 
centers, nursing homes, and recovery centers to be holy spaces of renewal that all 
might live the abundant life you intend. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for all who seek to grow in faith and love of you. Guide teaching and 
learning in confirmation, small groups, Sunday school, youth groups, schools, 
seminaries, and universities.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
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We give thanks for all the saints and reformers who have gone before us who 
dwell in your holy habitation. Give us courage through their example to challenge 
unjust systems and work toward life-giving reformation.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Confident that you hear us, O God, we boldly place our prayers into your hands; 
through Jesus Christ, our truth and life. Amen. 
 
 
PEACE 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.  

 
The peace of Christ be with you always.   
And also with you. 
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Meal 
 
DIALOGUE 
The presiding minister greets the assembly. 

 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
PREFACE 
The presiding minister continues. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
At-home worshippers are invited to sing. 
 

 
 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
The presiding minister continues. 

 
You are indeed holy, O God, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. 
He has fulfilled the law, justifying us to you through our faith in him.  
But his message was lost by those who protected the Church.  
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection,  
you gave birth to your church,  
delivered us from slavery to sin and death,  
and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit.  
         
On the night he ate with his disciples before his own death,  
Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 
Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
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This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,  
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice,  
in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again.  
 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us,  
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
As they are the body and blood of Christ for us,  
so may we be for the world the body of Christ.  
By your Spirit make us one with Christ,  
one with each other,  
and one in ministry to all the world,  
until Christ comes in final victory and we feast at the heavenly banquet.  
Through your son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy church,  
All honour and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
The presiding minister introduces the Lord’s Prayer.  

 
And now with the confidence of children of God, we are bold to pray together: 
 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The presiding minister addresses the assembly.  
 

All who hunger and thirst, come and be satisfied. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION    

At-home worshippers are invited to consume their bread and wine.  
 
MUSIC   All Glory Be to God on High – Anne Krentz Organ 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister leads the prayer after communion. 

 
Let us pray. 
 
Lord of life, 
in the gift of your body and blood 
you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation. 
Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, 
bearing witness to the abundance of your love 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
 

Sending 
 
BLESSING 
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

 
People of God, 
you are Christ’s body, 
bringing new life to a suffering world. 

The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
bless you now and forever. Amen. 
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DISMISSAL 
The assisting minister sends the assembly into mission.  
 

Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
 
POSTLUDE  A Mighty Fortress is Our God – Johann Pachelbel 
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