Advent Evening Prayer
Week 4: December 22, 2021

Invocation & Dialogue
In the name of the ☩ triune God
in whose presence we wait,
the Holy Parent, fulfilling the promise,
the Holy Child, waiting to be born,
the Holy Spirit, illumining the way.
Amen.
In the hustle and bustle, in the kitchens and malls,
it is hard to feel still.
Our to-do lists are long;
it is hard to be present.
We are called to stillness;
we long to be still.
When the world asks us for just one more thing,
it's time to slow down and listen for your voice.
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Hymn of Light
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Thanksgiving for Light
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
We give you thanks, O God,
for in the beginning you called light into being,
and you set light in the sky
to govern night and day.
In a pillar of cloud by day
and a pillar of fire by night
you led your people into freedom.
Enlighten our darkness by the light of your Christ:
may your Word be a lamp to our feet
and a light to our path;
for you are merciful,
and you love your whole creation,
and with all your creatures we give you glory,
through your Son Jesus Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
now and forever.
Amen.
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Psalmody
Psalm 97
The LORD reigns; let the earth rejoice;
let the multitude of the isles be glad.
Clouds and darkness surround the LORD,
righteousness and justice are the foundations of God’s throne.
Fire goes before the LORD,
burning up enemies on every side.
Lightnings light up the world;
the earth sees and trembles.
The mountains melt like wax
before the Lord of all the earth.
The heavens declare your righteousness, O LORD,
and all the peoples see your glory.
Confounded be all who worship carved images and delight in false gods!
Bow down before the LORD, all you gods.
Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice,
because of your judgments, O LORD.
For you are the LORD, most high over all the earth;
you are exalted far above all gods.
You who love the LORD, hate evil!
God guards the lives of the saints
and rescues them from the hand of the wicked.
Light dawns for the righteous,
and joy for the honest of heart.
Rejoice in the LORD, you righteous,
and give thanks to God’s holy name.
After a time of silence, a psalm prayer concludes the psalmody.
The assembly responds: Amen.
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Song

People, Look East (ELW 248)
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Readings
Isaiah 62:6-12
Word of God, word of Life. Thanks be to God.
Luke 2:8-20
Word of God, word of Life. Thanks be to God.
The reading of scripture is followed by silence for reflection, concluding with the
dialogue:
Jesus said, I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness.

Reflection

Gospel Canticle
The gospel canticle for evening, the song of Mary, is sung.
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Prayers
That we are able to let go of things we do not need to carry
and be present as we wait for Christ’s return,
we pray to you, O God.
That we are freed to both give and receive
during this Advent season,
we pray to you, O God.
That we see holiness in the small things,
we pray to you, O God.
That through the stresses of this season
we may live in and live out your love and grace,
we pray to you, O God.
We lift up our prayers to you, O Lord.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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Blessing
Ever-present God, in this time when busy-ness is exalted and it seems there is
so much to do, keep our focus on you. May we let go of those things that add
stress or distract us so that we may sit in your splendor, even for a moment,
and be present to that which gives us life.
The peace of God, which passes all understanding,
keep our hearts and our minds in Christ Jesus.
Amen.
The greeting of peace may be shared by all.

Postlude
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